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PREFACE

Teere 15 po lack of excellent one-volume narratne hustortes of the
Umnited States, in which the pobical, miitary, diplomatc, <ocal, and
economuc strands have been skillfully imterwoven The author has had
no wish to work i that somewhat covwded field 1 wnting the volume
now offered He has desired rather to paint a picture, with broad <trokes
of the brush, of the vanegated past which has made our national story,
and at the same nme to trv to discover for lumself and others how the
ordinary Amencan, under which category most of us come, has become
what he 1s to-day 1n cutloo), character and optmion

His own ancestors, m one Iine, came From Spain to setle 1n South
Amenca mn 1558, 1n another bine, that of lus name, from England to
settle m Virggma m 16,8 He himself was Northern mn buth and up-
bringing He has spent, mn the aggregate, a fair number of years in
residence 1n lands other than his own His famuly hate played therr parts
1 the set) and devel of the two of the New
World and he humself has hned enough in the Old to be able to realize
the differences which now divide the citizens of the one from the other
Consaious, on the one hand of no sectonal prejudices, but onlv of
bewng an Amenican on the other he has grown mcreasingly consaaous of
how different 2n Amencan now 1s from the man or woman of any other
nation He has been equally interested in the whole colotful pageant of
the great eprc which s our hustorn and 1n trying to discover how we
became what we have bemme. Thus book was wntten from these two
dr He has end d lar to trace the b at
their several pomts of entry of such Amencan concepts as “bigger and
better,” of curattitude toward business, of many charactensstics which are
generally considered as bemng “typrcally American,” and, m especal, of
that Amencan dream of a better, ncher, and happier hife for all our
atzens of exers rank which 1s the greatest contnbunon we have as vet
made to the thonght and welfare of the world That dream or hope has
been present from the start Ever since we became an mdependent
nation, each generation has seen 2n upnsing of the ordimary Amencans
to save that dream from the forces whach appeared to be overuhelming
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and dispelling 1t Possibls the greatest of these struggles hes just ahead of
us at this present t 3 struggle of revol agamnst established
order but of the ordinary man 10 hold fast to those nghts to “bfe, hiberty,
and the pursuie of happ " which were vouchsafed to us wn the past in
vision and on parchment

For pernussion to quote the verses through the text, the author's
most hearty thanks are duc to Mr Carl Sandburg and s pubhishers,
Messts Hlarcourt, Brace and Company, for the quotatons from The
American Songhag, to the Grafton Press {or those from Gearge G Kor
son's Songs and Ballads of the Anthractte AMiner to John A Lomax,
Collector and Editor of Couboy Songs, and to Mr Vachel Lindsay for
the hnes from hus poem “The Sante F¢ Trai"—both 1olumes published
by the Macrmillan Company to the Harvard Unisersity Press for quota
uans frem Newman 1 Whate s American Negro Folk Songs, to Hough
ton Mhifflin Company for those from the works of Lowell and Whitner,
and foc the passage from The Lesters of Sir Censt Sprng Pace To
Harms Incotporated he 1s indebted for special permusaon to quote the
words of "Of Man Ruier ¥ Professor Allan Nesins, of Columbia Uni
weraty Me Eduard Weeks, of the Adantic Monthly Press, and Mr
M A DeWolfe Howe have made many valuable suggesons, which ate
cotdually acknow ledged

Janes Toustow Aoaus
Waskingion 0 C
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Sar~sail thy best, ship of Democracy '

Of valueis thy freight—t1s not the Present only,

The Past 1s also stored 1n thee!

Thou holdest not the senture of thyself alone—not of the western
continent alone,

Earths resumé enure floats on thy heel, O ship—is steadied by thy
spars

With thee Time voyages i trust, the antecedent nations sink or swim
with thee,

With all therr ancient struggles, martyrs, heroes, epics, wars, thou bearest
the other continents

Theurs thewrs as much as thine, the destination port trumphant,

Steer then with good strong hand and wary eye, O helmsman—thou
camiest great companions,

Venerable, priestly Asia sails this day with thee,

And royal feudal Europe sails with thee .

How can I prerce the impenetrable blank of the future?

1fecl thy omnous greatness, evil as well as good,

I watch thee, advanaing absort the present, the past
1 sce thy light lighung and thy shadow shadowing asf the entire globe,
But I do not undertale to define thee—hardly to comprehend thee

1

—Warr Wirmiax
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PROLOGUE

I FROM TIME IMMEMORIAL

No date marks the begmning of our tale With the exception of the
Aztecs and the Mayas, no abonginal Amencan knew a calendar, and
for all those who lived wathin the bounds of what 15 now our country,
time was dateless It simply flowed as 1t had always flowed from time
immemonal, marked by the seasons, by birth and life and death How
long the Indians bad been here or whence they came, we know no
more than they

The continent on which they dwelt, on which beyond the furthest
reach of native myth they had forever worked and played, loved and
warred, had remaned unknown to all the world except themselies Its
northern hmuts stretched mto the frozen death of arctic 1ce Its eastern
and western shores were washed by hmutless seas Lying hike a vast
triangle with 1ts base at the north, 1ts apex rested upon the base of
another vast tnangle at the south—ts sister continent, whose apex m
turn pointed to the southern pole

Its structure was simple as 1ts extent was vast. Within the Iumits of our
own land, which was 1n time to stretch across it 1n 1ts more temperate
2ane like a colossal band, there 1s a comparatisely narrow coastal plain,
flanked on the west by the rampart of the Appalachtan range of moun
tams Beyond that 1s the gigantic valley draned by the Mississipps,
flanked 1 1ts turn by the successive ranges of the Cordill Westward
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once more 15 the slope to the Pacific Of the three thousand miles from
shore 1o shore more than one third 1s occupied by the great central
valley the most spactous habitation for human life to be found in the
world In the centunes of which we are wating one million three
hundred thousand square miles of the contment—most of 1t indeed
except the central praines and plans the western mountans and the
and regons to the southwest—were covered by primeval forests of great
density A squrel mught have leaped from bough to bough for a thou
sand mules and never have seen a flicker of sunshine on the ground so
contiguous were the boughs and so dense the leafage

The vaned surface of the land was modeled by a giant hand In the
north a group of great lakes covening nearly a hundred thousand square
miles held half the fresh water of the entire world The falls where
these waters from the first four tumbled 1nto the last of the lakes were
over 2 mie wide In the great central valley of the Mississippr dramed
by a niver system four thousand mules long one could travel 1n a strmght
Iine for a couple of thousand miles across rolling praines and plamns
from the heat of the great Guif to the cold of the north The whole
salley slowly nises from east to west ke a tilted floor until in the Far
West the level ground 1s five thousand feet above the sea It 1s there
¢losed 1n on the west by range after range of one of the great mountam
systems of the earth nsing to heights of suer fourteen thousand feet
and traversable by man at onh a few points On the westemn side of the
watershed the Colorada Ruver tears ats way to the narrow Gulf of Cah
fornia at the bottom of canvons of which one 1s twenty miles vade
three hundred miles long and averages over a mile in depth forming
what has been called by scienusts the “grandest natural geological section
known * In places on the Paaifc slope trees grew to 2 height of far
over two hundred feet and one sull standing with a girth of minety
three feet 15 estimated 1o be four thousand years old perhaps the oldest
Ining creaturein the world

In a country of such vast extent the scenery and focal conditions
varied greatly The Northeast of rolling hills and low mountains wholly
corered with forest and dotted with a thousand gem e lakes had
rothing 1n common with the waterless cactussported desents of the
Southuest nor had the Southeast of Jons lying sandy pine barrens hum d
nwermps and sl moving mud Frown rivers swath the Northuest of
bnght cascades snow-capped mounta ns and highlands veaching down
to tle blue Paafe There was equally stnking contrast between the
wie honzons of the ocean hike plains an1 the en Hess cemplexity of
the barren and fert dd ng western moun'ains The elimate was alio of
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mfinite vanety, from the tropical and moist heat of the low lying gulf
coasts to the dry air of the lugh western plateaus or the long cold of the
Mame winters and the blizzard-swept plams of the northern central
valley

The distances between these different sections were vast, as were the
extents of the several sechions themselves Moreover, owing to the sim
pliaity of the contmnental structure and the Fact that the mountam bar
riers lay from north to south, the climate of almost all sections was one
of extremes More particulatly up and down the Atlantic Coast and the
central valley there was nothing to break the force of winds sweeping
southward from the Aretic or northward from the equator Even mn
most of the parts furthest south there could be lalking frosts m winter,
while the inhabitants of the furthest north could swelter with the heat of
summer For the most part throughout the continent the cltmate seems
always to have been one which tended to produce a high nervous tension
1n the hiving beings subjected to 1t, even the savages, not enly from ts
sudden changes, but from some quality which we do not know In
every way the land was one of strong contrasts rather than of softly
graded tones, a land of dazzlmg light and sharp shadows, of drought
and overwhel fload, of and appalling storm

Deep 1n 1ts sorl, all but unknown to 1ts first mhabxtams, were fabulous
niches of coal and 1ron, of silver and gold of copper and ol and other
things of which for the most part the savages nerther felt the need nor
knew the use Far more important to them were the vast herds of buffala
which roamed the plans by nulliens the mynads of fur bearing ammals
of smaller size the pigeons which at times fauly derhened the sky n
flocks which extended from horizon to honzon the fish with which the
lakes and nivers swarmed Animal enemes there were 1n plenty, too, from
bear and panther down to the rattlesnake and msects which made some
sections practically umnhabitable

In the extreme lower end of the apex of the continental trrangle in
what we call Mewco, the vaneties of scenery and climate were more
closely squeezed together There the distance was comparatnels short
between the dense jungle of the tropical seacoast and the cool air of the
mountams and central plateau where snow-capped volcanoes reared their
crests Here also in yet more concentrated form, were vast deposits of
precious stones and metals Such was the gigantic setting, nch in all that
man needs for his latest type of cxvihization 1n which one of the noblest
dreams of hus long and troubled nise was to take form and deeply to
affect the thought and Life of the mhabstants of all the globe

In the prehistonic era of which we are now speaking, however,

’
)
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huge continent narth of Mewco was so sparsely nhabited as to have
supported only sbout a half mithon smages or barbanians of the race
we call Indians The descriptne adjectnve “red” 1s 2 misnomer, for they
vaned merely from a dark skun to one of hight yellow Although of one
genenc race they were diided mto 2 considerable number of stacks,
and agmn into a far greater number of mbes Ongmally there had
probably been migrations on a large scale but at the ime our story opens,
the Indian had developed 2 settled and not 3 nomadxc habit of Iife

1t would be both neediess and 1mp to fully
between the vanous tnbes In their numbers their asts and crfts therr
says of hfe they vaned to some extent with Jocality, but thewr generl
charactenstics will suffice us here They were in the hunting and fishing
stage although they also raised maize and some other vegetables The
density of populanon 1 any one section depended mainly on the food
supply being greater {or example upon the Atlantic Const than on the
plaias Chatty and sacuable 1n ordinary hife among themsehes they held
10 2 convention aof extreme gravity on all public and cetemonial occasions
Their nenous systems were unstable and they were of a markedly hys
tencal make-up pecnbiarly susceptible to suggestion Crue) and rervenge-
ful thev could school themselses 10 stand pan as 2 matter of soeral
contennon although when unsustaned by that they were childishly
tacking 1n self<ontrol

Thetr weapons were bows and arrows, tomahawks and clubs As
e pass southwestward toward the Indians of New Mewco and Anzona
we find an increase 10 shill in such arts as pottens and weaving although
the finest designing was an the northwest coast The houses were rude
rangng from mere wigwems and tepees to the “Ding houses” of the
Troquois unnl again we reach the Southwest where we find the stone or
adobe communal dwellings of the “puchlo” Indians and the “clff dwell
ers “which unlihe alm st any other prmitve dwellings sometimes rase
s stones and contuned grear numbirs of rooms Defense was a primary
obyeet 1n such buildings as these and they were often located far from
the feldswiichy ere tilled by the commumty

The country was sparsehy settled considening ats <sze and the number
of snhabtants but we must recall that i takes 3 Jasge ares 1o suppont a
teople s the hunting stage of culture Although 1 many cases the
roughly defined hunting grounds for each tnbe were vast they were
consdered nane too large by therr passessors who sometimes traveled
great distances within thee own terntones having occasionathy, as in
the case of the Iroquons to pass through the terutory of 3 hosnle mbe

Var betueen tnbes save when treatses had been made for a period was
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the normal state of evistence, and, almost as much as gathenng food, was
the chuef occupation of the men For purposes of both the peaceful migra
tions and the war expeditions, the Indians had dearly marked trails
extending practically over the continent, through the forests, over the
plams, and along portages connecting therr navigable streams and nivers,
the routes chosen being scarcely capable of betterment by a modern
engineer The length of time taken to locate them must be reckoned by
centunes when we consider the vastness and difficulties of the land and
the fact that there were thousands upon thousands of miles of these trails

For unknown ages this ife had been going on 1n the American forests,
along 1ts coasts, on 1ts vast plains, even n 1ts desert stretches Whether
the culture was advancing or retrograding we cannot say, but as we go
still further south, to the apex of our tnangle 1 Mexico, we reach a
higher stage Indeed we reach up to time and dates

In the southeast of Mexico and on the peninsula of Yucatan there had
dwelt a mystersous people whom we call the Mayas They had stone
ates, had developed a method of wniting, constructed a calendar, and
to some extent we can trace therr history back to 418 ap, perhaps
even earher, from their own records From some cause therr aivilization
fell, but another, that of the Aztecs, further north 1n the higher lands of
Mesxico, arose, based scemingly on that of the Mayas Unhke the sparse
hunting population of the larger part of Amenca, here we find a popula
tion so numerous as to be almost incredible, 1t being reported by early
wrters that twenty thousand human sacrifices were offered in one
celebration alone

These Indians, who had bwlt up so densely populated and highly
orgamized an agnicultural State, had probably wandered down from the
north about the year 1000, and come mto contact with the eathier Mayas
They too had a system of wnting and a calendar, and have left manu
scrpts for us to read Unlike the northern tribes, they had learned how
to smelt metals, and although they had no ron, the splendor of their
gold and jew eled ornaments and dress sounds like a tale from the Arabian
Nights The palace of the hing was of such extent that one wrote of 1t
that, although he walked through parts of st several times unul he was
tired, he had never seen the whole of 1t The nobles wore solid golden
curasses under therr feathered robes, and the nch wore ornaments of
precious stones set 1n the same metal, exquisitely chuseled {n one grave
alone four hundred and eighty ounces of gold were buned with their
owner, and a hoard found in one storage place was worth $750,000
Instead of the shell money of the northeastern Indians, quills filled with
gold dust were used for “small change.” Great markets were held which
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twenty to twentv five thousand people were sud to have attend>d and 2t
which besides all sorts of food clothes, feathers, plumes, obs:d.an swords,
ard other things which could be found for sale there was 2 secnen
given up to those who sold go'd by weight and all sorts of onaments n
the form of birds and ammals made of gold and yevwels.

In spite of the splendor of the avlizanon and its hugh soctal 2nd
economic organ.zztien 1t differed onh in degree From that of the North,
and 1.5 rehgion was ghasde m its crueln The especal deie of the
Aztec, however Quetzalcoal a beard=d god of white skin who had
gven them all therr arts and crafs. was supposed to have been averse to
buman sacnfice Lone long 2go so their legend went he had gone
down to the seacoast suled to the e2st and been een no more. But ke kad
promused to return and was sall awated
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Cenrures had passed and the “white god” had not returned to make
good his promse to hus people The Mexican calendar had cycles of
years, and the same names were given to those which occupied the same
position m the successive cycles Quetzalcoat] had saxd that he would
reappear i the year ce acatl, but an almost countless number of those
years had passed without him He was still worshiped, and professional
thieves would carry his protective 1mage when they plundered a house.
But he did not come At length, however, a generation arrved 1 which
strange thimgs began to happen In 1492, accordng to a calendar un-
Lnown to the Indians, three boats of a size undreamed of, wath great
wings, were seen by the naked inhabitants of a httle iland m the
Bahamas They hurnedly ran to the shore, and soon small boats were put
off from the big ones and strange men with white shins landed on the
beach, where they erected poles with gorgeous banners and seemed to be
performing a ceremony

The strangers stayed for many days, and what appeared to interest
them most were the hitle nngs of gold which the natives, othernise
stark naled, wore 1n their noses So, by signs, the inquisinve steangers
were told that far to the south, overseas from the 1sland, dwelt a people
who had vast stores of golden utensils and ornaments Then the white
men soon departed, and after that several of the natives could not be
found But not long after, the savages in Cuba were disturbed by the
of these same who tamned and then disappesred.
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They were next seen from the 1sland of Hayti, on whch the largest ship
was wreched, but the natives saved all the cargo for them out of hindness,
and when the other two ships left, forty four of the strangers remained
behind None of these 1sland canmibals had ever heard of Quetzalcoatl
They were merely mystfied by the white men and temfied by the
thunder and lightning which they wielded from instruments in their
hands, but the demands of the forty four, dictated by hunger and lust,
became intolerable Then dark deeds happened in the jungle
One day a great ship reappeared and from black objects on her deck
came a deafenung roar and Bashes of hight, but when Columbus landed
once more there were none of his Spaniards to greet lum This time he
had brought strange ammals called horses, pigs, and chickens, strange
vegetables to grow, such as wheat and sugar cane, and 1t was evident he
mntended to remain The natives decided to hill the intruders Bloody war
settled down on the island In three years two thirds of the savages were
dead They could not fight agamnst the lightning of the white men
From ume to time this Columbus appeared at other 1slands, and 1n
1497 the natives of the far northeast coast of Amenca were simlarly
surprised by the appearance of a white man who called himself Cabot
and was in the employ of a great chief of a tnbe known as English
‘With more and more frequency along the coasts of North and South
America did these strangers begin to appear from nowhere across the sea
They began especaally to conquer the 1stands of the Canbbean and at a
few places to establish settlements on the mamnland After the falure
of one of these at Danen, a Spaniard named Balboa, in 1513 managed to
climb a mountain on the 1sthmus from whence he could see the Pacific,
and this sight seemed to whet the desire of the white men to continue
their depredations Stx years later one called Alonso de Pineda sailed all
along the coast from Flonida to Vera Cruz Two years after that another,
Ponce de Le6n tnied to settle a colony at Tampa Bay Others made the
attempt at the mouth of the Savannah Ruver, and the Spantards now
began to hunt as far up as South Carolina for slaves to take back to their
istands But most of all they wanted gold
In 1524 Estevan Gomez, who was a Portuguese, searched the coast
from somewhere m the north down to about the bay of the Chesapeake,
but was discouraged by its bleakness and poverty With all their ex
ploration for over twenty years, gold had eluded them—that gold which,
as Columbus wrote, “is the most precious of all commodities [1t] con
statutes treasure, and he who possesses 1t has all he needs 1n this world,
as also the means of securing souls from purgatory, and restonng them
to the enjoyment of Paradise  But 1f 1t had not yet been found 1t had
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always seemed at the end of the rambow and 1n 1517 Diego the son
and heir of Columbus had undertaken to carry expl further mto
the mamland In Yucatan the natives who hved m aties with paved
streets and stone temples were surpnised one day when their altar was
still drupping with the blood of a sacrifice to find the white men among
them In a sudden battle the sntruders were driven off and after vanous
adventures further along the coast they disappeared

In less than two years however m 1519 the unwelcome white men
appeared agam under the ablest leader they ever had Hernén Cortes
There were eleven ships thus time carrying five hundred and fifty Span
tards two or three hundred Indun retamers and sixteen hotses The
first inquury that the white men made was after exght of therr countrymen
who they had heard had been shipwrecked and taken prisoners eight
years before Nothing could be Jearned of them and the fleet set sail
Damage to one of the vessels required therr return and as they were
lying at anchor one of the sought for prisoners who had been kindly
treated paddled out in a canoe and was recerved with joy During his
captvity he had learned the Mayan language and thus gave an mvaluable
giftto hus rescuer

Further along the coast m Tabasco a battle took place 1 which the
white men s victory was due to the confuston mto whch the Aztecs were
thrown by the appearance of the horses although the natves far out
numbered the strangers The Aztecs were so won howeser by the
clemency which their conqueror showed them that they presented hum
with tenty young women among nhom was a pretty young gurl wath a
sad and romantic hustory She could speak both Aztec and Mayan and
Cortes whom she successively sened as slave secretary and mistress
thus recened another ivaluable ally His goal was the conquest of the
Aztec Jingdom the existence of which had been gradually growing
from rumor to reality for the Spantards

That lingdom had recently been widely extended by conquest and at
the time reached from the Atlantic to the Pacific and far up and down
Mexico and Central Amenica wath 1ts capital at Mexaco City where
duelt the king Montezuma The very extent of the conquests and the
+ast number of the population large sections of sihich were hosule to
the claims of the hing made for weakness Moreover he had antagoruzed
a great part of his subjects by his pnde and ostentation and by the
heavy taxes imposed to satisfy his pomp and luxurv

During the last decade also strange portents had been seen and heard
1n Mevico From time to time tales had been recened from the distant
and farseparated pornts sce have noted of the comung of a strange race ¢©
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white men In 1510, without earthquake or other tangible cause, the
Jacge lake of Tezeuco had suddenly been disturbed, flooded the capial,
and destrayed a considerable part of 1t The next year one of the temples
had taken fire without cause and all efforts to save 1t had been 1n vain
Three comets had appeared n the sky, and nat Joug before Cortes landed
a strange hight had flared in pyramudal shape all over the eastern heavens
‘The feeling had been growang that ar last Quetzalcoat] was to return,
and then, 11 the year ce acat! Cortes landed at Vera Cruz
He and his followers waited there a week, while all was 1 confusion
1 the caputal, to which the news had been camed Meanwhnle they
were treated with great courtesy and hosputality by the focal governor
At the capnal the question was hotly debated  Was Cortes Quetzalecat],
or was he not? Opinsons were divaded and Montezuma determined on 2
halfway conrse—to send an embassy with nch gifts and 1o forbad any
nearex approach to s ey At length the embassy armved, and the
ds were rendered breathless by what was spread before ther
e)es Cortes had sent a Spamsh helmet to the Jang, and this was now
returned flled to the brim with gold dust There were thirty cartloads of
cotton cloth, fine as siik, quantities of birds and anmmals cast 1n gold and
silver crests of gold and silver thread covered with pea:ls and gems,
crecular plates of sitver and gold, one of which the “fair god esumated as
worth a sum equivalent to-day to about $225,000
These gfts were accompanied by a message regretting thar Monte-
zuma could not comply with the stranger’s mnvitation for an interview,
as the faugues and dangers of the journey were too great, adding the
request that the strangers should now retire to their own home with the
tokens of the hings fnendshup Cortes returned the obvious word that
Montezuma’s munificence had only made hum the more anxious to meet
the ling and that he would come to Mexico City If the Aztecs had
known ‘Quetzalcoatl” better, they would have been able to predict that
o other coutse would be considered
Tt 15 impassible to recount agam that most romantie of all histoncal
tales, the conquest of Mexico by the Spamard, already mncomparably
told by Prescott The Aztec slave gl played her part, but wath all the
fortuitous crecumstances 1 his favor, so remarlable as to be thought
miraculons 1n s day, one cannot withhold admsraton from the great
Spamard who with a handful of followers divided and mutinous, con
quered a large country with a vast and fughly organized papulation n
fess than two years and who showed umself statesman, as well as con
querar The riches that he found appeared mexhaustible The El Dorado
of the white men had been resched An empire was founded 1f all shis
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bad been discorered wathin a few days’ journey of the coast, what
mfimte treasure mught not yet lie within the contient the vastness of
which was beginning to be understood though vaguely enough

In 1524 the savages dwelling at the mouth of the Hudson River
probably saw one of the strange ships arnive with a commander named
Verrazzano, an Italian 1n the employ of a people called French, and ten
years later more French under command of Cartier appeared to the
names of the St Lawrence and for a couple of years they tred to
found a colony there The savages on Newfoundland now saw year after
year nnumerable boats filled with uncouth white men who came to
take huge quantnes of fish and landed on the shore to dry and cure
them

Meanwhile, having conquered Mexico the S s sent out many
expeditions thence and 1n 1533 a cruel leader called Pizarro went far
south and conquered the natve hingdom m Peru, which proved to be
almost as rich 1 gold and silver and precious stones as Mexico nself
At the same tine the natwves of Flonda were agan disturbed by the
appearance of wlite men near Tampa under Pénfilo de Narvaez, and
fought them off, forang them to travel along the coast of the Gulf
through forest and swamp Finally the Spamards built boats, and fifteen
survived to reach the shore of Texas where they were captured by the
natyies of that coast The Indsans could not be sure what sort of bein, 5
they had secured, and tred the expenment of making one of them, Ci
beza de Vaca, 2 medicine man Thanks perhaps to the sugeestibility of
the natives wonderful cures were made by the white medicine men,
for others had become such also and for five years they had t yrrve thefr
native owners At length De Vaca and three others escaped 1o anegfyer
tribe, where they also performed seemingly muraculous cures Afpar att
eight months they were allowed to depart westward byt o5 great had
thesr reputation become that they were accompanied at gy by veveral
thousand of the savages The procession, hiving on plunder and foerl
which had to be breathed upon by De Vaca to sancufy y, v ound jee
way across Texas to the Rio Grande and finally, after ten momths
journey through the wilderness, Qe‘Vim X:nmscl_f reached the oty of
" [ .

. . '
Iong lned myth 1 he rumor was betieved by Hemand , do S0, who 2
returned to Spain with about $300 00011 gold from Pery, ’

In May 1539 the longsuffenng naties ar Terpa, whp bad B
become used to fighting off the white men sy gy seusels £
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from which were disembarhed over six hundred men and two hundred
and twenty horses Much to the relief of the natives, the whtes set off on
2 march late 1n the summer and disappeared into the wilderness
Dunng the next two years the natnves on the Savannah Ruer, and
others on a long route that lay through Georgia, Alabama, and Mis
sissippi, were surpnsed by these strange men wath white shins who
were accompanied by great droves of hogs and huge ammals with long
tails such as had never been seen before Everywhere the savages at
tacked the intruders, whose numbers slowly dwindled In 1542, the
natives had a great victory 1n northern Massissippi, where the whites had
settled 1nto winter quarters The sasages set fite to che camp, hilled nine
men and burned fifty horses and several hundred hogs
The 1ntruders set out on the march again, and on May 8, 1541, they
discovered the great nver somewhere near Memphis Having crossed in
barges which 1t took a2 month to make, the next natives to see them
were the roammg bands on the prames, probably i Arkansas The
savages and disease had reduced the number of the intruders by two
hundred and fifty, and after a winter of great seventy they retreated
agam to the Misussippy, where De Soto fell 1ll and died Sharpeyed
savages lurhing on the banh to watch the movements of the strangers may
have seen a body wrapped in cloaks weighted with sand dropped into
the middle of the nver and rejoiced that the leader of thesr enemues,
who had told them that all white men were immortal, was dead
The remainder of the mtruding band now started southwestward for
Mexico, but provistons were scarce and the savages were menacing all
along the way They were ful in turning the back agam
to the nver, whete they built seven small ships and after hberating over
five hundred Indian slaves whom they had taken, disappeared from view
downstream Before they did so 1t had been noticed that the power to
contro] the thunder and lightnung from the death-dealing weapons they
had held mn their hands had Jeft them Four years and a quarter from the
time they had started exactly one half of their number reached Mexico
again
Meanwhile the Indians of the plains and the Southuw est had been busy
trying to repel other intruders Tales had been told of the “Seven Cities
of Cibola” of surpassing size and wealth 1n the Jand of the pueblos, and
presently the natives of southwestern Anzona were disturbed by the
1nvading bands of a great expedition under Coronado, numbenng three
hundred white men and exght hundred Mexican Indians These found
the Colorado Raver and the Grand Canyon, but none of the Seven
Cities, constantly attacked by the natives they worked their way as far
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north as Kansas, where at one time, unwattingly, they were only nine
days from De Soto’s force The natives had to deal with this new menace
for a httle over a year until the expediton retumned to Mexico The
next year, however, 1543, the natwves all along the coast of Califormia,
nearly to Oregon, saw the strangers sailing along in ships under command
of Cabnllo, occasionally having to fight them when they landed

‘We cannot recount all the places at which the white men now began
to be encountered by the natives with ncreasing frequency and forebod
mg The strangers were showing more determination to settle along the
Atlanne Coast, and the Indians, with occasional fighting watched abor
tree efforts of the Spamish to settle at several spots as far north as North
Carolina, until 1n 1565 they finally did effect a permanent settlement at
St Augustine 1n Flonda, near where the French had also tned twice to
settle In the course of the second French effort 1t must have afforded
the natives some hope to see the white men turn to hulling each other
when the Spanish who founded St Augustne slaughtered the French
colonists at the mouth of the St Johns River Five years later the
Spamish had secured a temporary hold on the coast as far north as
Chesapeale Bay, and in 1581 built a fort at St Augustine with the
help of negro slaves imported from Spam

In 1584, the savages on the North Carolina coast were busy watching
the English try to establish settlements in their land and were well
content to see them all sa:f off agam two years later Only a couple of
days afterward, however, more ships amved and fifteen men remaned
when these sailed away This ume the Indians fell upen them, killed
one, and drove the rest to sea m a small boat The savages had again
cleared their land, for these white men were never more heard of by
them or anyone The next year 1587, more of the persistent English
came, a hundred and Rfty of them of whom twenty five were women and
children, the like of whom had never been seen 1n North Amenca before
Soon there was a white girl baby born who was called Virginia Dare, and
not long aftervard the ships set sail and left the colony to fend for iself
What course the savages tooh with these colonists we do not know, but
four years later, when ships again armved, not a trace was to be found
save an empty fort, on the wall of which was scranled the word “Croa
tan”

The English had pow for the first time appearcd to the savages on
the west coast also 1n 1579 a shup called the Golden Hind, commanded by
one Franeis Drale and loaded with gold and silver plundered from the
Spamards, slowly made her way up the California coast to Oregen,
stopping for some time 1n the bay of San Francisco, where the savages
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watched a ceremony ntended to transfer their entire land from them
selves to some stranger named Elizabeth

Dunng three generations the Indians north of Mexico had had more
than enough of this strange new enemy who was hikely to descend on
them at any moment but ther hife had not been greatly altered by the
shirmshings that had taken place In Mexico the case was very different

The Spamiards had come seeking gald They had not only found 1t
but they had also found a highly orgamized society of barbanie splendor
If the white men robbed the Indians of their independence and wealth
they also felt that they had a gift of priceless value to bestow 1n return—
the gift of the Chnstian rehgion as they understood 1t and of eternal
salsation With all their cruelty 1t never occurred to the Spamards but
that the Indian was a human soul to be saved as well as exploited In
the new empire that Cortes built up the Indian might be soctally and
economically subordinate but he had his nights as an integral part of
the common society and Spamish civilization as transplanted to Mexico
was a crvihzation i which the Indian was included and 1n which he
survived mixing hus blood 1n marniage with the whites That fact was of
prime 1mportance for the savage and the white man both

‘Within a century from the time the first Spaniard arrived the change
from the Indian pomnt of view had been immense He had been taught
the Cathokic faith and if 1t was not very well understood perhaps by
either race nevertheless the bloody saenifice of hfe of the old religion had
become a thing of the past No longer were vast numbers of victims
slain at one ceremony to appease an angry god A new civilization had
ansen with starthng rapdity a avihzation m which the Indan was
expected to take a part albeit 1t was to a great extent an exploited and
unhappy one

By 1574 there were about two hundred Spantsh cities and towns in
Amenca with 2 population of a hundred and sixty thousand Spamards
mostly men Schools for the Indians were spread broadcast 1n the Indian
willages and as early as 1522 one attended by over a thousand Indian
boys was established 1n Mexico City where the pupils were taught
handicrafts and the fine arts as well as the usnal branches of learning
Thrteen years later the first mstitution for higher learning mn the New
World was established especaally for natves m the same aity where
there was also a college for Indian guls In 1551 the Unversity of
Mexico was founded one of the chairs being that of the Indian lan
guages and among the important books published on Mexican printing
presses of which there were seven or eight m this century were gram
mars and dictionaries of the Mexican tongue
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‘The envilization whuch was opened to the Indians, and in which i
many cases they rose to local offices, at least, of importance, was 2n
amazing one to be projected 1n so short 2 time There were over fifty
booksellers 1n Mexico in this first century, 1n the last quarter of which
over thurty thousand books were unponed from Span Others of great
and lasting 1mp and history were
wntten m Mexico aself by 1ts own sc}mlars A large number of works,
mostly religious, were prnted n the natve languages In 1573, the
foundation was lad for the Cathedsal of Mexco, the greatest among the
mnumerable churches which had been built throughout the country,
and which yet remams the largest and grandest church building m
North Amenica In these buildings the Indian often saw examples of
European pamting 1n the pictures hung over the altars, and 1n this
century a Mexican school of art led by Alonso Vasques and Rodngo de
Cifuentes had already sprung mto hfe Another mdication of the vigor
of the interest mn the arts 1s to be found in the fact that in 1585 over
three hundred aspinng authors contested for a prize 1n Literature

The Spamrards had also done much to increase the resources of the
country They shipped mn so many cattle and borses and jennies for
breeding mules that withmn a few generations these were running wild
2ll over the country and were hunted mstead of bemng bred Cotton and
sugar were planted, and by 1590 the sugar mills were exporting two
hundred thousand pounds a year from Santo Dommgo alone, where the
Indians had leamed to eat beef instead of human fesh, and to worl. at
agnculture mstead of hunting and war Flowers of all sorts were
troduced, and m 1552 Mass was said at one of the churches over the
seeds of roses on the altar which were soon to make all New Span
rich in fragrant blossoms

But gold and silver were still the compelling lure Annually the great
fleet carnied about fteen million dollars in gold and treasure to Spam
‘Thousands of unhappv Indians toiled i the mines of Potoss and others
almost as nch But north of the Mexcan border hfe was gowng on un
changed, as 1t had from the b except for
of white men to be humored or hilled The only change was lhzt cattle
and horses, which the Spanrards had brought and which were now
roarung Mexico by the hundred thousand, were found, as they strayed,
by nonthern natwves, 30 the wild Sioux and other pluims Indwans now
snept on horseback over the ground on which they and their ancestors
had painfully trudged for countless ages

Meanwhile, unknown to the savages, the English and the Spaniards
whom they had so often repulsed from their shores had met 1n fierce
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fight 1n more ships than the Indian had ever dreamed of, on 2 narrow
strait three thousand miles away By the might of the twentieth of July,
1588, the Spamish Armada was 1n full fight in the Englsh Channel
The fate of the unwitting North Amenican savage had been sealed
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THE MEN OF DESTINY

Whrence and why had come these white men who had already so pro-
foundly altered life for the North American savage? Three thousand
miles across the sea was the continent of Europe, filled with energetic,
restless peoples They had often fought among themselves for pohtical
and economic advantages They were of varous religrous beliefs The
fifteenth and h had d 2 marhed mcrease of
energy among them, the tempo of therr lives having suffered an mex
pheable but very noticeable nse. The fosces of trade, religion, and na
tionalism were the dominant ones, and the conflicts were increasing 1n
mntensity.

Just about the time that the mcrease 1n energy became notable, one
outlet for that energy was blocked by the Turks' obtainng control of
all the overland routes to the marvelously profitable trade with the Onent
That, combined with the need n any case for new outlets for the

d energy, d an era of expl by sea to find new
openngs for trade and especially 2 new way to the closed Onent. For
nwenty years befare Columbus was seen by the savages i the Canbbean,
Portuguese sarlors had been coasting down the Afncan shore. If all
this was unknown to the Amencan Indin, equally were he and the
very existence of his X to the European When Colum
bus conceived the 1dea of reaching the Far East, “the Indses,” bv sailing
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west, the prevailing winds carned him by chance, not indeed to that
Onent which he always believed he had found, but to the front door of
the very section of North America which held the one nich avilization
of 1ts mhabitants With 2 mimmum of balked effort, Spamn, 1n whose
employ he had sailed, thus obtamed a source of fabulous wealth, and
hence of power, which completely upset the balance among European
nations
In no country of Europe, however, was the increase of energy more
marked than in the England of Queen Elizabeth Moreover, England
had become passionately Protestant 1n rehigton and hated the Cathohc
Spamard with a glowing hate To see hun nse to the very pmnnacle of
power, to watch his galleons bring therr millions 1n gold wath every
flect from the new land 1n the West, to have the Catholics lord 1t over
the world, was more than the bounding new energy of the English
could brook In 1584 Richard Hakluyt was wrting to plead that if the
English colonized and fortified same ponts 1n America and preyed on
the Spanish plate fleets “no doubte but the Spanishe empare falls to the
ground and the Spanish hing shall be left as bare as Aesops proude
crowe with such a mayme to the Pope and to that side as had
never been given before by anyone, for “1f you touche him m the Indies,
you touch the apple of his eye and the Spaniards armies and pride
would fall wath hus wealth
The English sea dogs~Haukns, Drake and the rest—were mn full
cry after the hated and gold laden Papists by sea Enormous plunder was
captured, and the Spamard touched n “the apple of his eye, turned
snathingly to give the English a fatal blow by overwhelming them mn
their own Channel But the English won the day, and a wild storm
completed the total destruction of the Spanish fleet The defeat of the
Armada, with the subscquent declme 1n the power of Spain, meant that
that nation s Amencan empire would be practically imited on the north
by the Mexican border and would never spread mto the wide expanse of
the contment claimed beyond That was too vast and the frontier Line
tao extended, to be held by a declining nation The way was open for
the boldest plans of the Enghsh Of the Spamish emprre 1n Amenca as
1t was, and the type of civilization so brilliantly planted there the Lng
Dish knew and cared nothing nor did their Amenican sons for the next
three C dishike, and religious fanaticism
all combined to make Spamn and her empire 1n their ¢yes merely an
enemy and a prey To have conquered New Spain from Old would
have been too great a task for even the nsing England of Elizabeth,
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and efforts at colonization were thus all diverted to the North, where 1t
was hoped gold and vast niches might also be found

Gulbert and Ralergh had tned 1n van to found therr colonies, but, 1f
success had not come, therr courage had not been damped Of America,
which had been his undoing, Raleigh said when near death, “I shall
yet see 1t an English naton,” and Gulbert’s remarh after lus own failure
was equally indicative of the spint now abroad “He 1s not worthy to
lise at all that for fear of danger or death, shunneth his countries service
and hus awn honor ” More powerful compantes were formed to finarice
the planting of colomes and the work went doggedly forw ard

In 1607, a renewed attempt was made to plant a colony at Jamestown,
Virgmma—thirty miles up the nver to avoid surpnse by the Spantards
‘This time 1t was successful, i spite of the horrors of “the starving time,”
1n which one hushand was reported to have Jalled his wife, eaten part of
her, and salted down the xemamder By the end of the first dozen years
the 1 bered about a th d How p it was,
nevertheless, 1s indicated by the fact that although between 1619 and
1622 about three thousand new settlers arnved, by the end of the latter
year there were left only about twelve hundred 1n all, old and new, and
of these about four hundred were soon to be massacred by the Indians
Sichness and bardship tooh a fnghtful toll, but the strugghng colony
managed to survive The English stock had been grafted on the Amencan
continent Self government had, also, for the governor, Yeardley, who
armved m the spring of 1619, was mstructed not only to replace martial
law with vl government and to make grants of land to all free m
mugrants but also to summon an assembly in which the elected rep-
resentatives of the people should make such laws as mught ‘by them be
thought good 2nd profitable ” A new nation had been founded, though
the fever mfested, squalid colony seemed to hold hittle promuse of great
ness Little indeed for Spam, which would have quehly wiped it out,
Jeft 1t alone because the Spanish Ambassador in London advised paying
noattenton toat, as 1t would surely die by itself

Far to the north, in Maine, another company had tried to establish
a colony, which had died by 1tself But i 1620 the little band of
Enghsh “Pilgnims,” who for their religion’s sahe had been Iiving self
exxled 1n Holland for some years armed by the Mayflower, setiled

fyes on the ble shore of B} b, and with rugged

devotion grafted another bud of the Englsh nation on the contment
‘They were a stmple and gentle folk, but therr courage was no less and of
a finer quality than that of the most swashbuckling of the “sea dogs ™ A
couple of years after the founding of their settlement, William Bradford,
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leader and Iustonan of the colony, answening a hist of objections which
had been brought 1n England against the colony, noted that the settlers
were said to be much annoyed with mosquitoes “They are too dehcate
and unfitted to begin new plantations,” he answered, “that cannot endure
the biing of a muskeeto, we would wish such to keepe at home, till at
least they are musheeto proof

One had indeed to be much more than musheeto proof,” as Bradford
womeally wrote, to be an Amencan pioneer Sickness, mcessant and
unremitting labor, hunger, attacks from savage men and savage beasts,
were among the mosquto bites” that these first founders, north and
south, had to face and endure In the first winter at Plymouth, half the
little company of a hundred died from sickness and hardship At tumes
there were but six or seven strong enough to hunt, cook, and care for
the entire company, who, nevertheless, “to their great commendations,”
as Bradford wrote, ‘spared no pans, night nor day, but with abundance
of toyle and hazard of their own health, fetched them wood, made thewr
fires, drest them meat, made thexr beds, washed their loathsome clothes,
cloathed and uncloathed them all this willingly and cherfully,
without any grudging 1n the least, shewing therem their true love unto
therr friends & brethren

Here and there more came Some settled around the shore of Mas
sachusetts Bay A Iittle fishing settlement was founded at Cape Ann
The Virginians had been granted the night to make their own local laws
by the King himself, but these northern settlers had come without
charter or wnitten nght The novel situation of being free from all laws
whatever faced the Pilgnms even before they landed from the May
flower, and there were some unruly members m the mixed company
There was no one set over them to govern them Some government was
needful It was clear that they must therefore govern themselses, and,
mmnpelled by the simple logic of their situation, they drew up a compact
which ali signed, agreemng that they would ‘submt to such government
and governors as [they] should by common consent agree to make and
choose ” Simple as were both the logic and the document, the decision
was pecubarly Enghsh, and 1n time to come was to be charactenstically
Amencan also Those who signed had no intention of creating a ‘ democ-
racy’ or of changing any government in the world They stmply avorded
the posaible dangers of anarchy or an iron dictator by agreeng to abide
by the expressed common will Sumple as 1t was, no group of men other
than Enghsh at that pertod would have chosen the same solution, and 1t
was the solution that was to occur over and over agan m a thousand
situations i the Jater hustory of the country
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By 1628 1t had been made certain that English colonization of the
Atlantic Coast, although toilsome and hazardous, could be undertalen
with success The Virgimia colony was by then mwenty-one years old It
had had to stand on 1ts own feet after the royal dissolution of the
company which had backed 1t, and yet the colontsts had felt themselves
strong enough to msist upon the reestablishment of the Assembly when
the Kang threatened 1t, and they had won The Pignms had always
stood on their own feet, and 1n spite of much hardship and httle profit
had also won through Owing to these examples, as well as to conditions
m England, a great movement of population toward Amenca, a migration
such as 1n 1ts entrrety the world has never seen elsewhere, was now about
to set in By 1630 there were almost seven thousand Enghsh settlers on
the Amencan coast and about four thousand in Bermuda and the West
Indies Soon after 1640 the total was to be mncreased by about sixty five
thousand, of whom about two thirds were on the 1slands and one third
on the mamland

For vanous reasons, economc conditions 1n England were very bad,
both gentlemen and poorer people of many sorts finding themselves hard
pressed exther to heep up their accustomed scale of living or to make any
Irning at all The opportunities of the New World were painted i glow
g colors, and those who were sinlang m the socal and economic
scales in England began to look toward 1t as a land of refuge and of hape
Not only, however, were economic conditzons bad, but so also, for great
numbers, were the political and religious outlooks Politically, the tyr
anny of the Stuarts had begun and rehigiously, the promise of greater
persecution of the Puntans filled many with dark forebodings, for a
considerable part of the nation had become Punitan On account of all
these causes,—~poverty, fear of religious persecution, political dangers,
and the general hope of bettering themselves,—a ventable exodus of Eng
hish men and women took place to Ireland which was then also being
colonized to the Atlanuc Coast of America and to the West India
1slands Qur customary preoc solely with 1 “Amertcan”
hustory usually makes us overlook the fact that, of the possibly seventy five
thousand persons who left the old home, only about one third came to
our Amernca It was a vast emgration of which only this fractton 1m
pinged on our own shores

The American dream was beginmung to take form 1n the hearts of men
The motive was ung powerful, often dominant, 1n
the minds of those who took patt mn the great migration, but mixed with
this was also frequently present the hope of a better and freer Iife, a Iife
1n which 2 man might think as he would and develop as he willed The

ya
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mgration was not like so many earlier ones n history, led by wamor
lords with followers dependent on them, but was one in whuch the
common man as well as the leader was hoping for greater freedom and
happiness for himself and his chuldren Enghish like, 2t was for particular
Iiberties for themselves and not a vague ‘ liberty” i atself that they crossed
the sea The dream was as yet largely inchoate and unexpressed, but 1t
was forming

In 1628 the Company of Massachusetts Bay, 1n which many Puntan
peers and 1 were d as p recewved a patent from
the Crown and a charter the followmg year After an advance party
had settled on Massachusetts Bay under the lead of John Endicott, 2 larger
party, numbering about a thousand, came out i 1630 under the lead of
John Winthrop with all the needed cattle, tools, and supplies for settle
ment on a large scale The first winter, as usual m all such ventures, was
one of great hardship and suffening, but colonizing was now better under
stood, and the days of fadlure were past Within a decade there were to
be about fifteen hundred settlers well rooted 1n Mamne and New Hamp-
shire, fourteen thousand m Massachusetts, three hundred in Rhode Is
land, two thousand 1 Connecticut, fifteen hundred in Maryland and
exght thousand m Virgmia The whole coast from Mame to Carolina,
east of the Appalachions, was by then firmly n the possession of the
English, wath the exception of the claims of a small body of Dutch who
had founded New York, and of some Swedes who had established them
selves in Delaware Before the beginming of the eighteenth century these
had been swallowed up by conquest or the wresistible tide of increasing
Enghsh population and the colonies of Pennsylvama, the Jerseys, and
the Carolinas had also been strongly settled Many religious sects were
now represented, for not only were there the Puritans m New England
and the Church of England men in Virginia and the South, but Mary
land had been settled as a refuge for Roman Catholics and Pennsylvama
for the Quakers

Internanonally, the competition for empire was far from having been
determmed France was powerful and ambuitious, and was fired by mis
sionary zea) for spreading Chnstiamty among the natives, 1 exchange
for furs In 1608, she founded the fortified post of Quebec, and from
thence for decades mussionaries, fur traders, and ntrepid explorers
pushed their way mto the wilderness to the west and southwest With
the successive discovery of the Great Lakes and the exploration of the
entire Jength of the Mississippr by La Salle mn 1682, she laxd claim to
the two great waterways of the continent and the whole of the great
central valley By the end of the first century she had a fort at Niagara
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and had settled Sault Sainte Manie (fourteen years before Philadelphia),
Detrort, Kaskashia, Vincennes, Duluth, and other places 1 the Mid
West

‘There were mussions of the indefatigable Jeswits at many points, and
the mtoning of the Mass was heard by savage audutors here and there
along the whole network of waterways and Indian trails, where the
French followed the routes laid down centuries before by the nanves
French and Indians fraternized and understood one another ‘ When the
Frenchmen arnved at these falls,” said a Chippewa chief mn 1826 la
menting the change to American conditions, “they came and kissed us
‘They called us children and we found them fathers We hved hke breth
ren 1n the same lodge and we had always wherewrthal 1o clothe us They
never moched at our ceremonies, and they never molested the places
of our dead Seven generations of men have passed away, and we have
not forgotten 1t Just, very just, were they towards us  One exception
there was—the fierce Iroquois of western New York and Ohio, who
always preferred the English and who from their hostility to the French
deflected the stream of French exploration and trading to the north of
their ternitory

Meanwhile the Spamards were not 1dle In 1608 they founded Santa
Fé in New Mexico which 15 thus twelve years older than Plymouth,
and by the year of Winthrop s landing they had twenty five missions i
their new State serving ninety pueblos, with as they claimed 2 thousand
Indian Chrstians 1n each The story of our New Mexco for a couple
of generations was that of highly colored and picturesque conflicts be
tween the avil (usually very uncwil) governors and the friars—the
former as slave raiders, being as bent on captuning the bodres of the
savages as the latter were upon saving their souls

To offset threatened entry by the French mussions were also esteb
lished 1n Texas, where San Antonio was founded 1n 1718 The need for
establishing settlements in Califorma had also been felt as English free
booters preyed on Spamsh stups off the coast, and m 1697 the whole
project of Californian settlerent was placed m the sole hands of the
Spanush Jestts who established several missions in the South

The contrast between the three nations now laymng claim to large
stretches of the continent was a fascinating one The imagmation of the
French had soared to dhzzy heights when they saw their empire embrac
ing the vast valleys of the St Lawrence and the Mississippr, whose
waters had been explored by gay hearted traders or black robed priests
Agniculture and the plodding ways of backwoods settlers made litle
appeal to these men who thought i terms of the Kingdom of Heaven and



24 EPIC OF AMLRICA

an carthly empire of nearly as great an extent New France, with a pop-
ulatron bered only i th ds, always d to some extent
dependent on 1mportanons of food, whereas the Spamards m the South
supported a populanon of over five mithons on domestic agneulture The
French settlers remained for the most part humbly poor and absurdly
few 1n numbers, conndenng the empre to which they laid clam, and
could scarcely be saud 1o have estabhished more than an outpost of aviliza
son 0 2 wild The §; ds were some of them 1
eredsbly wealthy, and the awilization they established was to be that of
more than the entire southern continent The French, by Jove of ad
venture and the character of therr basic industey, the fur trade, were
lured ever deeper mnto the forests, while the Spaniards were busy con
sohdating a densely populated mining and farming country, with great
cattle ranges and ranches Neither had any race prepdice against the
natnve populanon, but whereas the French had chiefly amours with the
Indran women, and owing to small numbers, left but hutle genuine
impress upon the nanve culture, the Spamards butlt up a new nanon of
rmuxed bloods and transformed a very large part of the great natne pop-
ulation from barbarsm to ensheation The French dreamed an imperial
dream the Spamards built an empire

When we tumn fram the French Jesuit and gay voyagenr and explorer,
paddhing their almost solitary way through thousands ot mudes of forest
streams where white men never had been seen before, ot from the Span
sard of great agneulral estates or mines and ranches, ta the plodding
Englishin thexr settlements huddied along the Atlanne Coast, we seem 1o
leave romance for drab reality It 1s true that the Enghsh atso had, to 2
considerable evtent been lured by dreams of wealth and pawer, for the
myth of the Seven Cuues or other great sources of gold and jewels same
where 1 the cenire of the contnent was long to persist But after 2 few
frurtless expl the Anglo-Saxon adventurers turned 10 fish and
tobacco and steady hard worh to wring their lving from sea or sl In the
North they bkt compact hittle villages, i the South they scartered mare
widely on sohitary plantanons, but al} were within reach of seaccast or
short stream At the farthest 10 the westward, they were but three hun
dred mles, and usually less, from the great bamer of the Appalachians
which hemmed 10 their land 1 that direction, ard thtough which enly
one mer, the Hudson Mobawk, found its way and gave easy passage
Emprre buslders though they wese, they scemed to think and move 1
tnches, tilling thest farms or plantations i serned ranks as they adsanced
No minds of Potos: disappowntingly but Fortunately, turned their minds
from the steady work of datly torh, nar did 1t accur to thew ta goon wild
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expeditions merely to trace the course of nvers 2 thousand miles from
where their shops needed tending or their fields tlling

Nor, agan, although a goodly number of them, especrally in New
England, had come nto the wilderness in order to worship God 1n the
only way 1n which they believed He should be worshiped, were they
fired with any missionary zeal There was some talk now and then of the
glory of converting the heathen, but for the most part kittle or nothng
was ever done toward that end The Reverend John Ehot, i Massachu
setts, did attempt 1t, and translated the Bible into the Algonquan tongue,
but he was almost the only person who ventured to think of the Indian
as a soul to be saved rather than a child of the devil to be fought when
need be—“devilish men who serve nobody but the devil,’ as Dominie
Michaelis called them

Race conscrousness and a sense of supenonty were strong 1n the set
tlers, and 1n their minds 1t was the hand of God that slew Indians for
them Speaking of the disease which had decimated the savages around
Plymouth before the Pignms landed, a Puntan charactenstically noted
that “by thrs means Christ made room for his people to plant ” Unlike the
French and Spaniards, the English were strengthened m their race con
scrousness by contact with both Indians and the later negro slaves, and
although there was some illicat miscegenation, there was neser any
social countenance given to racial admixture In marhed contrast to the
Latin colontes English wives and children shared the penilous adventure
of their husbands and fathers

Many 2 war, however, was fought with the savages two of the most
notable being the Pequot and King Phikp's wars 1n New England
Everywhere, except in Pennsylvania, where for 2 while the Quakers
mamtaned friendly relations and fair dealings wath the natives, the
settlers were 1n constant danger from attack, and at any moment the
dreaded war whoop might resound, and fire and ravage follow The
ongmnal imhabitants, who had first seen the white men arnve i small
scattered bands, now began to find themselves overwhelmed and dnven
back step by step from therr accustomed hunting and camping grounds,
their springs and fishing places their streams and old wigwam sites As
they began dreanly to surmuse, the pressure from the unknown lands
across the sea was to become incessant and relentless

Although there was 2 goodly sprinkling of mere adventurers and ne'er
do wells, the larger part of the English came with the purpose of estab
Lishing homes where they could better their condition either from the
pomt of view of religrous conditions or, more frequently, merely 1n the
soctal and economic scale Even m the New England mugration, which

vy
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was mote matnated by rehgron than any of the other continental ones,
such a Jeader as Winthrop, one of the nchest to come, listed among tus
reasons for the move the facts that bus estate had so greatly diminished as
to prectude hus living longer 1n his accustomed style at home, that he had
{ost hus office, and that the prospects in England were such as to mdicate
that be would not m the future have there the scope he wished for the
exercise of his talents and ambiton Throughout all the colomes there
wwas a strong Puntan tinge, however, to thought, morals, and the codes of
focal faws Puntanism 1 1ts widest sense, as 2 movement of moral reform
and punfication, was 1n the air, and recened widespread acceptance
among the classes who came to Amenca and became the leaders there
Many of the “blue laws” of New England had their counterparts in
Anglican Visgima and other colonies

If the dreams of the early impenabsts had been to create an empire, to
singe the beard of the king of Spam and to make a shrewd thrust at the
Pope, the hope that now dwelt 1n the breasts of the individual emigrants
of all classes was to escape from conditions averseas and to prosper in a
new land They came from pusons, from hovels, from little farm cottages,
from town shops, from country manor houses and rectones, but never
from palaces The anstocracy remained 1n England, and, with scatcely
an exception, the thousands who came were from the middle and lower
classes, Reeing from persecution or hard social and economic conditions.
These men and women of the fist few generations were not frontiers
men, and had no qualities in common with those who later were so 1m
portant and formatne an element i1 Amencan hfe These eathest
Amencans were laborers, tradesmen artisans, and such, with a shght
spunkling of moderately well to-do and ed! 4 ey were
lured 1n large part by the prospect of owning land, but the Jand that
lured them was that nearest at hand and not m the distant wilderness
They came to make homes

All at frst was wilderness, howesver, and had to be subdued In that
process the man with money found himself bronght far nearer the level
of the labarer than he had ever drcamed of being in England At the
begmnning of most settlements it was xoot hog or die’ for all It was an
amen of deep fluence 1n Amencan hfe that, when the Wanthrop party
arnved, food was 5o scarce that a hundred and eighty indented servants
had to be gaven thewr hberty, at a cost of nearly £400, because thei mas
ters could not feed them Even when Germintown was established,
Pastonius wrote of the Germans armving in the settlement that all “bave
to fall to work and swing the axe most vigorously, for wherever you
tum the ery 15, ltur m annquam sylvam, nothing but endless forests ™




THE MEN OF DESTINY 27

This msistence on work 1s heard all through the peniod from every
colony Among the first laws i Virgima 1t was enacted that if any
man be found an 1dler even though a freeman he should be assigned to
someone by a magstrate and made to work for wages ull he shewne ap-
parant signes of amendment A describer of Maryland 1n 1666 says that
“the Son works as well as the Servant so that before they eat their
bread they are commonly taught how to ean 1t Even little chldren
under twelve worked 1n the Gelds just as these of our latest immigrants
the “Polacks” and others do The settlers had come from 2 land with a
strongly stratified social scale They were not engaged 1n budding a
Utopia Therr hope was for a civihzation which should be as soon as
mght be like that they bad known but in which they would each be
freer micher and more independent As the settlements were founded
class d d but the ding need for work uncon
scwously altered the attitude toward labor for gam

Moreover as the decades passed the scaraty of men who would work
for wages tended to ra se the relative position of the worker With free
land easily obtainable there was hetle or no reason why a hard working
ambitious man should have to work for another mnstead of for himself
He could apply for his own b t of land either freehold in the North or
subject to a small and often uncollected quutrent 1n the South clear it of
trees build a house with the help of nexghbors and become lord of his
own life There was plenty of land near coast and stream everywhere On
the other hand there was a tremendous demand for hured labor on farms
tm shops 1n the fishenies and m every sort of occupation 1n which meip
1ent capitalists were anvious to increase the scale of their operations
beyond that possible merely by their own personal exerions Winthrops
note 1 1633 that “the scarcity of workmen had caused them to raise their
wages to an excessive rate was merely a premonitory symptom of what
was to become a fundamental tendency of vast importance 1 American
life Although there was 1 bling from d d settlers
of the laborng class we have not a few letters of this penod which
indicate how great were the possibilities for them 1n the new country as
contrasted with England “Wages here are three times as high as there ”
wrote one Another wrote that for working people 1t was much better
Tiving here than at home adding “I live 2 simple hfe and hath builded a
shop and doth follow the weaving of lmen cloth but I have bought
450acres of land 1n the woods

Tt was this “land 1 the woods as a possibility for almost every in
habitant of Amenica that was to prove one of the most powerful of the
forces which worled toward a democracy of feel ng and outlook toward
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the shapiag of out Amenican dream The nghsh mind 15 essennallv 2
practical and pragmatic one On the one hand, Enghsh rulers never lad
down vast and logical (and unworkable) schemes for colomal admnstra
tion as did the French and Spanish On the other also, the aitizenry never
attempted to make afl things new at a stroke of the pen, as the French did
m their Revolunion None of the leading men of the English colomsts
who came over to settle expected or wished for any democratiing of
esther socsal or polical hfe Most of them, lihe the Reverend John
Cotton and John Winthrop, feared and detested democracy The fatter,
ndeed, cursed 1t as the “meanest and worst of all forms of government
But the fact was that m these small new communites, weeks or months
from England, Jocal government could function and anarchy be sverted
only by the consent of the governed as the signers of the “Mayflower
Covenant” had percersed, not as a theory but as a practical exgency In
these small coast villages or groups of plantations, the gentleman and
moneyed man ruight sull have vanous social prvileges but where there
were few luxunes to be bought with money, where service was hard to
Ture, where almost everyone owned us own house and bit of Jand,
where there was as yet little distinction between the houses of the nch
and poor, where work was a heavy leveler where almost all had a stake in
the community, 1t was 1mpossibie that the ordinary man should not assert
himself and become a power
To a great extent “government” was of 3 parochial sort, and the ques
tions that had to be deaded were such as came home directly to every
householder and which he felt a5 comperent to discuss as the “gentle
men  Goavernment was largely concerned with such matters as allotung
lands to settlers laymmg ous highways and workang on them, raising money
for the support of the town or pansh church arranging for sentry duty,
or orgamzing a small force against the Indians The French and Spamsh
settlers were not self assertine They accepted the vaganes of anstocranc
or imperral ov erseas goternment as they did those of hurncane or drought,
but the Enghsh m their own homeland had developed a different sort
of reachon taward life When an Englishman had taben all the risks of
a crossing to the colonies and had gone through the tnals and labors of
the first vears of cleaning hus Jand and cstablishing hus hittle home 1t was
not i s nature ¢o sit by and allow bis daily hfe to be governed by 2
few neighbors who, 1 the wild , had fost a good deal of the au
thonty and advantages of mere money or socsal posiion which had set
them apart 1n England and who had come a long way toward his oun
status of 2 smple human being strugghing o clear a forest When therer
fore we find 1n colony after colony a steady increase in the demand of
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the ordinary man to be heard in the affairs of hus local government and a
widening of the franchise to permit hum to do so, we are ssmply watching
the mevitable reaction of Enghsh character to cxrcumstance, not the
development of any consciously held theory of politics

The increasing demand for freedom and self government can be seen
clearly at work 1n Massachusetts n the very first decade of the Puntan
settlement The Puntan leaders had led their hosts of several thousand
mto the wilderness with the mntention of being free to worship as they
chose and to escape from political and economic conditions 1n England
The Jeaders had brought with them to Massachusetts the onginal char
ter, mtended to be that merely of a trading company, and by a skillful
interpretation of its clauses they had made 1t 1nto a sort of constitution
for a self-governmg State Thus act in aself was for more than a half
century to afford them a kable traming 1n self-g , but they
had no intention of allowing democracy 1n thewr government or liberty
m worship The Amencan dream owes more to the wilderness than to
them

Almost at once the mfluence of conditions m the new and empty land
began to make stself felt The demands and protests of the men of
Watertown 1n 1634 showed cleatly that the plan man with hus fanm
cleared by his own labor was gong to msist upon a voice in making
rules to govern humself A year later, when Roger Williams was banished
and fled to Rhode Island, 1t was to establish there 1n tme a colony com
mutted to the belief m complete freedom from all dictation 1n matters of
rehgion In 1638 when Connecticut had been setsled for a couple of
years by newcomers from England and discontented inhabitants of Mas
sachusetts the Res erend Thomas Hooker preached his Famons sermon 1n
which the fundamentals of government in the new settlement were
proclaimed to be that “the foundation of authenty 1s laxd firstly, n the
free consent of the people those who have the power to appomnt
officers and magstrates, 1t 15 m therr power, also, to set bounds and
Limstations of the power and place unto which they call them ” By the
end of the century we find John Wise, a mimster but the son of an
indented servant, wnting in Massachusetts although ahead of his tme,
that government 15 based on human free-compacts” and not on divine
authonty, that its only end 15 “the good of every man 1n all Ius nghts,
hus hife, liberty, estate, honor,” and that “all power 15 ongmally 1n the
people

The common man had taken a vast step forward In the forests of
Amenca he had become perhaps a freer indidual than he had been at
any pme n the thousand years since Ins Anglo-Saxon ancestors had




30 EPIC OF AMERICA

dwelt n the forests of Germany The English government, because 1t
was 1tsclf the freest at that time 1 the world, had helped along the
Amenican tendency by ging the colomes Jocal goverments m which
the fower houses or assembhes were elected by the peaple No such gift
was given to the inhabitants of New France under the feudal régume
force there, nor to those of New Span

But 1f the common man was nsing more 1apudly toward freedom and
self government 1n the Enghish than m the French and Spamish colomes,
3t 15 instructive to contrast the thxee at this penod m anather respect
All were engaged i lant therr European culture to
thexr portions of the New Wmld The French Jaid their mamn stress on
the rehgious element, and the effort to comert the savage In tlus m
spute of the almost superhuman courage and devotion of the Jeswit pnests,
they fmled, m part because the work of a few was dispersed aver thou
sands of leagues Moreover, tn the small French settlements on the St
Lawrence the pavesty and the paucity of numbers prevented the budd
mg up of any genumely rultured communsties In New Spamn on
the other hand as we have scen a rather balliant ®sthetie and in
tellectual cswhzaton although barbanic had been found, highly vrgan
1zed and very wealthy The Spamards, who amalgomated this with
thesr own became a sort of ruling caste, the Indians performing most
of the labor There thus sprang into exstence almost at once a class
which possessed wealth, esure, and pever, and it was through them
that the arts were mtroduced It was they who were responstble for the
amazing transplantation of a full fledged cultural life

When we tum to the Enghish colones, we fnd an entirely new set
of conditions, which caused the Enghish to tahe a place between the
cultural fashure of the French and the success of the Spamsards To de
velop the lugher hie of a anlizasion requires both wealth and lewsure~
that 15, accumulated resources which will perrst men to have some
tame free from the ganding tos} of merely feeding and sheltenng them-
selves The savage, with lus low standard of hiving, often has more

wealth and leisure” than the white man Because hus hst of wants are

few, he may have ample nme to interest humself 1 hus primines arts

What the Enghsh were trying to do was to establish in the walder
ness as quickly as posaible, and even in mdividual cases to, better, 2
wrndend of e to whoch they T been weruswmed E,ng’xznd wals
its centunes of accumulated resources Owing, 2s we have sad 1
paserty of resources and the smallness of the population, such an at
tempt would have beer bound to fail m Nesw France It succeeded
New Spam because of the conditions we have noted It proved too much




THE MEN Or DESTINY 31

for the English i this first century They bad been met by no such
wealthy and organized natwve cavilization as had the Spaniards, and n
any case their racial pnide would have prevented their building their
awn civihzation upon it as an amalgam They had, as we have noted,
no interest 1 the Indian as a human bemng They regarded him, ndeed,
as somewhat hugher in the scale than the wolves, but nevertheless as
something to be cleared from their path, by war or treaty, as raptdly as
mght be If they cared nothing for saving his soul, neither far the most
part did they abont enslaving hus body for Jabor, although they tned i
For labor they depended solely on themselves and such servants, mnden
tured for a few years to pay their passage, as they could get. The few
negro slaves were of no importance i this period

In many cases splendid effort was made to transmut the Enghsh
standards of life and thought but as the struggle with the savages and
the wilderness continued, 1t became evident that these standards could
not be mamntained when energy was continually bemng dwverted and con
sumed by the mcessant toil of wilderness breaking Something had to be
cast overboard, and 1t proved as always to be the less immediately “use
ful” parts of mans Life the wsthene and mtellectual More particularly
m New England we may see the two tendencies at work—that of the
increased demand of the common man to share in the good things of
Life and that of the down drag of the wilderness

‘The 1deal of the possibility of at least an elementary educanon for
everyone came to being, and at the same time the education of the
Ingher class slowly dechined We make much m our hustory of the found
mg of Harvard 1n 1636 but this remamed the only mstitution above
an ordinary school 1n the colonues for nearly sixty years, and was pitiably
ummportant in the traning 1t afforded and the scholarshp 1t produced
as compared with the umversiies in New Span In fact nearly two
hundred years were to pass before any Enghsh mstitunon i Amenca
reached the pont which the Spamsh had attamned even before the Eng
lish had settled at all As we shall see, other races, white and black, were
to come to take off the shoulders of the English some of the weight of
mere physical toil, but dunng this first peniod, when they essayed the
task of doing everythung for themselves, they gradually sank, unul the
decade of about 1700 to 1710 marked the lowest penod of English cul
ture reached in Amenca before or since

To some extent the period, like that of every recumnng fronter, was
to leave a lasting scar It was not merely that the folk arts such as wood
carving pamting of furmture, artisnc weaving were more of less
abandoned in the hard struggle ta have anything at all, even 1f it were
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duelt m the forests of Germany The English government, because 1t
was wself the freest at that ume in the world, had helped along the
Amencan tendency by giving the colonies focal governments 1 which
the Tower houses or assembiies were elected by the people No such gift
was given to the mhabitants of New France under the feudal régime m
force there, nor to those of New Spam

But 1f the common man was nsing more rapidly toward freedom and
self-gosernment 1n the English than in the French and Spanish colonies,
it 15 mstructive to contrast the three at thus penod m another respect.
All were engaged 1n 10 tant their E culture to
their portions of the New \Voxld The French lad their mam stress on
the rebigions element, and the effort to comvent the savage In this, in
spite of the almost superhutnan courage and devotion of the Jesuit priests,
they failed, m part because the work of a few was dispersed over thon
sands of leagues Moreover, in the small French settlements on the St.
Lawrence, the porerty and the pauaty of numbers prevented the build
ing up of any genumely cultured commumties In New Span on
the other hand, as we have seen a rather bnlliznt zsthetic and m
tellectual avilizauon although barbane, had been found, highly organ
1zed and very wealthy The Spamards, who amalgamated this with
their own, became a sort of ruling caste, the Indians perfornung most
of the labor There thus sprang nto exstence almost at once a class
which possessed wealth, leisure, and power, and 1t was through them
that the arts were ntroduced It was they who were responsble for the
amanng transplantation of a full Qedged cultural ife

When we turn to the Enghsh colomes, we find an entieely new set
of conditions, which caused the English to take a place between the
cultural failure of the French and the success of the Spaniards To de-
velop the lugher life of a avilizanon requires both wealth and lessure—
that 15, accumulated resources which will permt men to have some
nme free from the gnnding toil of merely feeding and sheltening them
selves The savage, with hus low standard of hwing often has more

“wealth and Jeisure” than the white man Because hus bt of wants are
few, he may have ample time to mterest humself an hus primunce arts

What the English were trying to do was to establish m the wilder
ness as quichly as possible, and even 1 ndividual cases to, betrer, 3
standard of Life to wl-uch xhey bad been accustomed m Eng)and wath
fis3 of Owing, as we have sud to
porerty of and the small of the popul such an at
tempt would have been bound to fail in New France It succeeded
New Spam because of the condinons we have noted It pros ed too much
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hard worh The machinery of hife—~farms houses caprtal of all sorts in
aword money and comfort~had to be created as the most pressing task
of all Hard work became transmuted into a moral virtue and lersure mnto
evil Mere ease and wealth because so hardly won and won by the exer
cise of the moral virtue of work took on exaggerated importance and
became God s blessing That first fronteer began to set its stamp on Amer
1ca Agam and again and again on successive and more genune frontiers
some of these stamps w ere to be forced down harder and harder

Meanwhile the Atlantic seaboard had become defimtely English By
1700 there were about two hundred and sixty thousand Englishmen m
the colomes or about a bundred thousand more than there were Span
1ards n New Spain whereas there were only about thirteen thousand
French on the whole contment The English moreover were compactly
settled scarcely anywhere more than a hundred miles from the shore,
with the Appalachians hemming them 1n everywhere on the nest Nmety
per cent of them Ined and worked on farms or plantations The rest
were fish satlors cl h lumbermen or what not
Under pressure of circumstance most of them had also become Jacks
of all trades who could turn thewr hands to making or doing almost any
thing There probably was not a gentleman of lessure on the continent
north of Mexico unless he were a yailbird or a redshin

In a few places towns had grown populous Charleston the only one
of mmportance w1 the South may have had fifteen hundred people
Philadelphia which had been laid out only 1n 1683 had grown with
amazing Taprdity and numbered Iike New York about four thousand
whereas Boston the metropolis of the colonies had possibly seven
thousand But everywhere although pushed back from the coast the
Indian formed a long encircing Iine behind the settlements hostile or
frendly by turns malung war or treaties In village or lonely cabin on
the outer frnge of settlement the war whoop sounded and men slept
wath thest guns bestde them Slowly doggedly these English felled the
forest and the foe Strong i therr racial pnde detesting the Indian and
other vermun that barred their way consciously elect of God bent on
winning lands and homes—these were the men of destny
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History has concerned tself greatly with forms of government and
the records of polincrans and parties These have their place and im
portance, but more deeply essential 1s the character of a people The
same y system ferred upon Enghsh
ernchmen or East Indians would become completely different withm
a few generations Under all the machinery of life devised or evolved,
the vaneties of humamty twist and tum and end by impressing thew
own 1diosyncrasies on the machine, although 1n the process they may
themselves be Ily 1nfl d. This was the case 1 the colomes.
The Enghsh mind had long been accustomed to the tnple combina
tion of King, Lords, and Commens, and n general this type was re-
produced 1 Amenca, with local vanations In the expenmental stage,
when the colontes were first being planted, vartous sorts of government
were 1mposed or developed, but, especially after the return of the Stuarts
from ¢'ule 1n 1660, there was a strong tendency toward mcreasing the
1mpensal control and making the governments more uniform, a tendency
which was notable 1n the forf: of the old Massach charter 1n
1684 In general, though Rhode Island and Connecticut remained al
most independent, there was in each colony a Royal Gosemor, appornted
by the Crown, who represented the King, a Counail, or Upper House
of the Lepslature, which tended to be undemocratic owmg to the
methods of selecting 1ts members, and for other reasons, and an Assembly,




A CIVILIZATION ESTABLISHED 35

ot Lower House, which was popularly elected, as popular electron was
then understood and which was the chief fighting ground of the ords
nary people The Assemblies were splendid arenas for the play of popular
politics and feeling, and the parhamentarv batles of old England, such
as that for the control of the purse, were fought over again 1n almost
erery colanal government,

If these govemments, however, m therr tnple form much resembled
the King, Lords, and Commons of England, there were new Factors
inohed which greatly affected the companson For one thing, the
Roval Governor, too often a needy and broken pohtictan from home
(though there were notable exceptions) was muested with none of the
sanctity and reverence which hedged the monarch himself The Eng
Lshman at home felt quite differently toward a hung Chatles or Wiliam
or George from the way a coloral felt toward his Gosemor, Cornbury,
Bumnet, or Andros These latter were mere men, and were farr game 1n
a rough-and tumble political fight Moreoter although local laws sere
enacted by the local govemments, Parhiament, across the seas also
enacted laws, and 1n that bods the colomsts were 1n no way directly
represented And there were three thousand mules of penlous seas be-
tween the old mercantile homeland and the new lands producing chiefly
Taw matenals—furs, lumber, fish, tobacco

Several important results Bowed from these conditons In the first
place, the ordinary man represemed 1n the Assemblies, who, as we have
seen, had nsen derably in his sense of ind. dence and self-

m Amenca as contrasted \mh England, felt a goad deal freer to fight a
pathamentary battle agamnst a governor than s fellow commoner 1n

by what they feed upon and at that ume the colomsts were the freest
people anywhere in the world mn playing their pohtical games m their
Assembhies There was no lack whatever of loyalty to monarch and
mother country, but 1 a sense both Ring and Parhament were absentees
and the colonists were quite naturally convinced that neither hnew what
was good for them as well as they knew 1t themselves The governors,
as representing thys absentee government came to Tepresent m the minds
of the people an almost foreign power, which might, and frequently
did, thwart their own will, and so there arose that profound and often
unwise conviction 1n Amernca that executive power must alwavs be
dreaded whereas full confidence can be reposed m the legislative
In this same situation was evolved the germ of another and even mor
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serious trat in Amencan character A sense of law and respect for 1t
15 one of the deep rooted trauts of Englishmen It was amply displayed
1n the Mayflower Covenant and other acts of the first comers If a good
many Cthough net many in compansen with the total) of the rmmugrants
1 the first century were taken from English jauls, 5t does not mean that
they were cnminals They had been jailed mostly for debt, vagrancy, or
tnfiing thefts, at that tme cruelly punished Under better economic con-
ditions, cnimes agamst person ot property became extremely rare 1n the
colonies—so rare that, in spite of the lonely roads through the woods
conneching almost all the setlements 1 hase found only one case of
Tighway robbery 1n the entire colonial penod

Had the colonies not formed part of an empare, but been wholly free
to enact their own laws for themselves, 1t 1s hhely they would have
continued to respect them though excess of puntanical zeal by the new
fawmalkers might here and there mibtate agamst 1t Such an unenforce-
able Jaw, for example, as that in Cannecticut which called for the putting
to death of any boy above sixteen who would not obey his mather was,
like so many of our later ones mnot calculated to mamtain the majesty
of law itself But the colomes were parts of 2an empwe and as laws,
some wise and some unwise were passed overseas, protecting the forests,
reserving trees switable for masts for the royal navy, regulating trade,
manufactures, and otherwise interfenng with what the colonists con
sidered their legitmate nterests and profits, they disobeyed them when
they chose The nght of Pathament to make laws was not at this time
demed but, what was more serious, the colomists got i the habit of
deading for themselves as indiaduals which laws they would obey and
which they would ignore or even farcibly resist

If 2 case were brought by a royal official to the courts, yunes would
find for their neghbor and not for the hung Lawbreaking of some sorts
was not serious The court records are full of cases of fines for cursmg,
slander, formication, and so on which took their appointed course The
serious matter was the dnft of the mind of the nch and leading men
of the commumty as well as the common people toward the behef that
1f a law interfered with their business and profits 1t need not be obeyed,
and that they were morally justified 1n nullifying 1t of they did not
personaly Iike 1t In some cases, as 1n that of the Molasses Act of 1733
such a fan, would have meant general rumn for certain colonies, and as
repeal was shown to be smpossible, this seemed to sanction the general
theory of selection and nullificanion which came to be stretched to cover
ans Jaw which might mean trouble or decreased profit, or even which
merelv gave the nullifier an adantage over the man who obeved 3t
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Ths 15 perhaps the most damaging legacy left to us from this perod
emphasized by the frontier life of later epochs to come

On the whole howeser the system of colonial gosemnment as exer
ased by England did not work badly until after the end of the Seyen
Years War 1n 1763 Certamly 1t gave the Amencans an mcomparable
schooling 1 political ife Under it they prospered exceedingly and by
the date named had bwlt up a strong and vigorous cvilizaton Adven
turous life on the outslarts of the world unquestonably breeds a hardy
and comrageous type of men but for erlizanon as we know 1t both
wealth and a sertled way of lving are essennal and these the colomes
enjoyed dunng the period from 1700 unul 1763 It 1s true that on the
edge of settlement as they pushed eser farther and farther bach from
the sea the savage was a constant menace The temble massacre of the
mhabitants of Deerfield was but one inadent 1n the constant clashes of
white and red along the whole border from Maine to Georgia Off the
coasts lurked pirates with their headquaners 1 Carolina bays or Canb-
bean 1slands Sometimes 1n league with the Engl sh authonties and the
! I ) 03 fln yivos ©
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notorious Captamn kudd and others gave color to the scene and helped
to build up our legendary past 1n which explorers pirates savages west
em trekking pioneers cotered wagons gold seelers bad men and cow

bovs pass in endless file across the screen .
LR - I I N R

although New England was more giien to overseas trade and more
1nsistent upon the utiity of a cash balance and of being the elect of God

than were the Southern colomes nevertheless the population of all
was over go per cent agncultural and there was htte difference m that
Lield The umt of plantation size 1n Vizginia was about the same as m
Massachusetts and even at the end of the century when negra slasens
had begun over 60 per cent of the Southern plantations wexe as yet small
enough 1o be nilled by the owner limself when he possessed neither
black slaye nor w hute indented servant The chuef agncultural difference

and 1t was an important one 1n 1ts eventual effect, was that from Mary

land southward 1t had become apparent that profit lay only n raising
one staple crop whereas 1n the North owing to different sail and chmate
the erops were diversified From 1700 or thereabouts however three
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sections emerge, the social and economic charactenstics of which become
markedly different as the centuty advances

One of the fundamental needs 1n Amenca, if a avilization was to
anse, was the i of capital—that 15, of greater than
those consumed 1 daly Ining The Spaniards, as we have seen had
found a vast store of capital ready to theie hands 1n New Spain due 1o
the accumulanions of the earher civilization, and also an unlimuted sup-
ply of Jabor for the accumulation of more The Enghsh found none of
either By the hardest sort of tosl the first settlers provsded themselses
with cleared fields for food and small houses for shelter, but beyond that
the building up of capial was bound to be slow 1if every mdiwdual
merely niiled s own fields, the results of such 101} barely prowding for
more than the subsistence of hus hensehold Such a state of society
mght breed certamn wirtues of its own, and would certanly be equal
itamen and umform bur it would not develop a vanegated and
spitually neh avilization In the absence of machinery, the only way
n which an energenc, ambitous, able man could extend his wealth
producing power was by the use of hired or other labor, a part of whose
produce would go to the laborers and the surplus 1o himself By gift
o graft he might win from governors or legislatures vast grants of land
But 5o long as he could use only such part as he could all or clear by
humself, 1t was of no use to hum save as he rught look forward to a
Tabor supply or to new settlers to whom he might sel), at low prices

For the reason alteady given, free labor m all the colonies was ex
tremely scarce A man of any value who was free to do as he chose wonld
naturally not be a wage eamer when, with no more labor than 1f he
worhed for someone else, he conid get a house and farm of hus own,
and by so domng put hmself socially and economically on a par with the
averwhelming proportion of his fellow atizens For the first few gen
eratons, al the colonies experimented with the use of indented servants,
whose time and service were bought for a term of years by paying therr
passage over After a whule the traffic became a business, and the colonists
would buy the servant from the sea captain who had secured hum or
her in England and who sold their time on amung m Amenca Tn all
the colomes, New England as well as south, Induan slavery was also
tried on a small scale, but proved unprofitable, the Indian, unlhke his
Mexican fellow, not being used to a setrled hie and proving meractable
1 confinement

Next, al} the colomes tried to solie thew labor problem by negro
stares and this proved effective 1n the South of the single staple crop
A white indented servant was more ntelligent, but he cost from two to
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four pounds a year for hus peniod of service, at the end of which, lured
by the free grant of Gfty acres from the government, he could, and
usually did, leave his master Op the other hand, 2 negro slave could
be bought for erghteen to thicty pounds If he ived for 2 stmilar number
of years, the cost would be only one pound annually during his service,
and 1 addition the master owned zll his children, which added a con
siderable uneared sncrement to his caputal The negroes, partculardy
the women, of the more doaile tnbes mported made excellent house
servants, though the men were not so useful unless their work was simple
and maore or less umform in nature This was just the case, howeser, m
the cultnation of tobacco, 1 which the process eauly learned, continued
forever without vanation In 1698, there were more white indented sers
ants 1 Virginia than there were blacks, and the number 1mported was
greater Then the tide began to turn With the grantung by Spam to
England of 2 monopoly of the Spanish slave trade m 1713, a flood of
staves began to be shipped to the colonies, the New Englanders for
reasons we shall note later, eagerly setzing upon the profit to be made 1n
the traffic

"The type of life which now evelied m the South was ;n many ways
the most delightful America has known and that section has become
retrospect our fand of romance It was the peniod of the building of the
“great houses,” though they were not mn reality so very “great,” charming
asthey were The Byrd farmily which had built their first house 1n 16go,
built the present beaunful “Westover” thirty years later, and when we
think of the “old South” 1t 1s of the Ines led m such places as these, we
forget the other side of the picture

‘Great landed estates, whether 1n England the West Indses, our old
South or elsewhere, develop certain qualities in their owners. The man
wha has a thousand tenants on his estate or a thousand slaves on his
Plantation develops @ sense of responsibaity and of easvy masterv and
leadership It 1s a patnarchal life, quite different from that of an em
ployer of labor on even a far larger scale when that labor consists enly
of a shifting body of daily wage earners On an estate one has to look
after “one s people” from birth to death from generation to generation,
i work and n sickness In the South there was always also the need
for sudden command in case of a slave msurrecnion

There 15 something, moreover, that fosters the anstocratic yartues and
outlook i the mere fact of Living m a large house, affording space and
privacy, 1n the midst of one’s own vast doman A soctal hife 15 bound
to emerge of a type quite different from that in a bustling town where
2ll one’s fnends live withtn five minutes of one another The peace of the

vy



40 LPIC OF AMERICA

great estates, the distances between them which made a “call’ usually
a stay overmght »f not of several days, tended toward a leisurely and
unhurned form of society, and the need for social mtercourse was all
the greater for the serm 1solation 1n which 2l lived Lafe took on a come-
Iiness, a grace, and a charm that 1t can never have i a confused, hurned
existence Moreover, although 1t 15 the way of great planters everywhere
to run into debt and believe themselves far micher than they are, the
mere of their op the shipping once a year of 2 great
staple crop the value of which runs into high figures, lends a feelng of
amphtude and scale to their lves Hospitality becomes as unstinted as
1t 15 cordial When the owners of such estates are men of cultvated
tastes the character of thew minds 1s apt to be philosophical, and their
culture broad It 1s noteworthy, i connection wath the qualities
sketched above that when the need arose for a2 man who could lead
and mspire an army he had to be sought in the great slave owner of
Mount Vernon, and that the philosopher of the Revolunon was the great
slave owner of Monticello

Although there had been a strong Punitan tinge to the thought of the
colonusts everywhere, there had not been 1n the South that harsh and
determmed Puntamsm which grew steadily more narrow and butter i
New England The New England conscience was not found among
the first settlers 1n the South It would probably not have survived the
climate even if it had been there

The Southerners, d a closer ¢ with old
England than any of the other colomsts Living on their estates fox hunt
mg, danaing visiting playing cncket, they were closely allied m sym
pathy and tastes to the Tory gentry of the English county familtes They
were also m constant relation with the great mercantile firms of London
not merely as buyers and sellers, but as permanent chents whose cash
balances, or, much more often, whose debits remained on the books of
thenr correspondents for 2 generation or more Owing to their scattered
plantations, any school for a group of famthes of the upper class would
have been difficult, so the chuldten were taught 1 thetr own homes by
tutors who were usually imported from England When older, the bays
not seldom went to Oxford or Cambndge to fimsh their education, and
to the Temple to study Jaw and be admutted to the bar The sons of
these American planters were no rare visitants 1n London society, and
brought home with them, when they returned, English social traimng
and Enghish tastes

Once back 1 South Carohina, Virginia, or Maryland, the young man
found himself a member of a distinct governing class which had ong
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mally denved uts power from beng a small clique, controlling the
Council and 1n close relations with the govemor, but which gradually
transferred 1ts activities to the House of Burgesses as class distinction
took the broader basis of slave owners or nonowners He would find also
a dignufied house of Georgian type, modified 1n 1ts architecture by the
local conditions of chimate, with long avenues of trees leading up
to 1t and flower gardens m the English style about 1t Within were
numerous slaves to wait on hum, a few books or m some cases well
stocked ibrartes, to browse n, beautiful furniture from England, silver
plate and family portraus, and 1n the stables horses to Ius fancy The
places had not yet been mellowed by time, and the country was sull
new and a tnfle raw, but life was full nch, and urbane for the young
squire as compared with what his father and grandfather had known

As we pass northward to the middle colonzes,~Pennsylvania, the Jer
seys, and New York,~we find quite a different type of culture The
tobacco fields disappear, and the slaves are less 1 evidence except as
house servants, for the smple reason that they have not proved so
profitable 1n the economie hfe of these colomes There have been some
large land grants, colossal indeed 1n New York, as we shall see, but
without a plentiful labor supply and without large immigration these
have not yet proved so profitable We find wnstead the comfortable farms
of Germans and Welsh as well as English, and the begmnings of man
ufacturing, notably 1ron turnaces, which were already begmming to be
sources of wealth

Phuladelphia and New York, as ports were also rapidly outdistancing
Boston, and much of young A was L to pass
through them New York, already cosmopolitan with exghteen 1
1o be heard m 1t, would have grown much mose rapudly had the Van
Cortlandts, the Van Rensselaers, and others, who had secured enormous
tracts of lands up the Hudson Valley, been willing to encourage settle
ment 1 which case the back country of the Hudson and the Mohawk
would have become populous and nch Ther pohicies, however, were
selfish and shortsighted, and New York alone of the colomes stll de
pended to a grear extent upon jts fur trade Had this been properdly
conducted a vast sphere of mnfluence among the Indins might have
been developed to the west but, 1n direct contact with the savage the
French were better traders than the New Yorkers, who to a great extent
found 1t more profitable to sell therr trading goods to the French at
Montreal than to exchange them diectly with the Induans for furs

The English governor, Burnet, saw the danger of giving the French
the advantage of malung the Indians dependent upon them, but the
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their Jiate profits to any farsighted policy of

d the laws prohit the French trade, and
finally secured the recall of the governor The impression one gets of
New York 1n thus period 1s of 2 hustling, meneygrubbing, rather corrupt
communty, the leaders of which were anxous to get nch quickly by
any means, however unsocial, even to allying themselves with pirates
and strengtherung the Indian foes From these conditions a rough and
ready, overbearing bubing and unscrupulous type of business man was
beginning to emerge Although the town had 1ts theatre and even art
exhibitions, one does not find 1m 1t esther the culture of the best farilies
m the South or the mtense 1f narrow preoccupation with intellectual
matters that one finds i the Boston circles

In New England the poor sorl the harsh climate, and the necessity
for diversified crops had utterly precluded the success of slave labor out
of doors, for which, otherwise the New Englanders would have been
grateful enough They had not the shghtest objection to slavery as an
mstitution n this peried, and used slaves when they could afford them
and where they found them profitable as i housework When 1t became
apparent that farming 1n New England was always to remam a small
and unprofitable busimess, owing to the soil, the mability to get white
labor, and the impossibility of using black, those ambitious to grow rich
turned largely to overseas trade, one of the profitable branches of which
was umporting slaves from Africa for use m the West Indies and the
South The chief currency with which they secured the slaves was rum,
and thus was distilled from molasses bought mostly n the West Indies
In exchange for this, they exported to the islands great quantities of
lumber, staves, horses, and produce of vanious kinds Te pay for their
large mmportations of manufactured goods from England and of wines
from the wine islands they exported therr dned fish and every con
cewvable commodity they could raise or procure which would have 2
market anywhere

‘The balance of trade was always in imminent danger of going against
them, and, without any staple crop such as enabled their nicher Southern
cousins to Live at eass, even when in debt, they had to sharpen ther wits
to dnve every possible sort of bargamn Although the total volume of
their trade was large, 1t was m small lots i small ships and partoock of
the nature of huckstering Almost every village which could be reached
by a small boat, even those far up the Connecticut Ruver, took part m 1t,
but Newport and particularly Boston were the centres the latter always
remaining the metropolis of the entire group of New England colonies

The type of mind and character developed by all the New England

(1 Tisob
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conditions was 1n marhed contrast to that of the South By force of
circurnstances, worh,” as we have seen, had early become, as it was to
remain, one of the cardinal Amencan virtues If Iife was to become
somethmg more than 2 mere scrabble for existence, capital was necessary
i New England as well as anywhere else That section possessed no
nch natural resources (except fish 1n the sea), no 1ron ore for manufactur
1ng, no labor, free or slave, to be exploited There was only one way out
One penny would somehow have to be made to do the work of three,
and every possible profit must be squeezed out of a bargam with fellow
citizen or foreigner As always, the necessity was rationalized to make 1t
attractive, and thoft and shrewdness were added to the hst of essential
virtues It became sinful to spend freely, just as it was sinful not to be
forever at work, except on the Sabbath, and when the catch of fish or
slaves was good, God had smiled on one of his saints It was all very
natural and very human

The New Englanders were, indeed very human Many wrters have
tned to prove this platitudinous thesis by showing that they liked gay
clothes, that they did occasionally read fnvolous poetry, that their youths
were as amorous as those elsewhere or i such other Like ways A much
simpler method of obserying the obvious truth 1s to note the manner m
which they recerved the impress of their times and surroundings When
the great immigration took place, Puntanism was one of the absorbing
movements m the lifc of the English nation For the most patt the New
England immigrants came from the extreme Left Wing, and were Pun
tans of the Purtans, so far as their leaders were concerned A large part
of the general mass was not, but from the first the colony, with a good
but of rebelling now and then was forced to take the impress of the
clencal and lay Left Wing leaders About the same time that Massachu
sefts was settled a similar migration under the same auspices had gone to
the Canbbean but there the chimate proved stronger than Calvin In
New England the soil and chimate ruggedly backed up the thealogy of
the domnant group

As time went on, the gustle of conscience, work thnft, shrewdness,
and duty became bone There were no influences making for suppleness
It was good bone, all too lacking to-day, but the flesh was missing about 1t
There was no softening effect of chmate Indeed, some of the New
Englander s preoccupation wath hell fire may be accounted for by the
seventy of his winters and the depth of hus snowdnfts There were no
broadening contacts with the outside world For nearly a century from
1640 there was to be no further immigration of any amount When on

Vi
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one occasion a few msguided Scotch Insh did venture to intrude, they
were promptly made to feel that they were not wanted

In any society the mfuence of the Iife and outlook of those at the top
1s almost immeasurable Throughout 1s first century and more, the
leaders m New England steacily dechned in humane culture In the
first migration, narrow as we may think many of them, there had been an
ample number of men of affarcs who had been mn contact with many
sides of the nich life of England 1n the seventeenth century In 1643, for
example, of the exghty mimisters in New England over half were grad
uates of Oxford or Cambndge Fufty years later, of the one hundred and
twenty three m Massachusetts and Connecticut, one hundred and seven
were graduates of Harvard The freshening airs had ceased to blow, and
there was none of that frequent contact with the culture of the Old
World that there was in the South Lack of intercourse with others
tended to )i the New Englander’s deep-rooted belief 1n his own
supenonty as the chosen vessel of God for the regeneration of the world,
the “aty set on a hill, with 2 consequent increase 1n hus aloofness and

The mtetk 1 life that d came to be pedantic and

narrow rather than humane and broad with both conscience and thnft
operating against much that1s valuable n socal Iife and the arts

There were thus forces at wark tending strongly to differentiate the
character of the various sections There were also others which were
common to all and which resulted dunng this period m the formatien
of the first genume Amencan frontier, which came to stretch, hike a
selvage edge, at the back of all the vanicolored colomes

If capital 15 essential to civilization, 1t 15 also obvious that, whatever the
future of a machine age may be, there cannot be, without machines or
some very different form of soctal organizaton than mankind has ever
yet been willing to venture upon, any concentration and Jarge accumula
tion of capital without labor In all history so far, aivthization has rested
upen accumulated capital, and capital upon exploited labor, and as
labor made the Amencan frontier, and the frontier has largely made
Amenca what it 1s, we are bound to trace the first begmmngs

There had, of course, been some differences 1n wealth 1 the colomes
from the very beginning, but these had been unimportant so long as
there was alw ays free land only a few mules beyond the line of settlement
and hittle or no Jabor to be hured At the very opening of the perod of
this chapter we come upon 2 somewhat different situation In a bttle
less than a quarter of a century before the Peace of Utrecht mn 1713
the population of the colonies had increased from about 213 ace to 357,
oo The period had been one of constant danger from the French and
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Induans, and there was no incentre to move beyond the line of strong
settlements In fact, that line had actually retreated The result was thay
the density of population had nearly doubled This would 1n itself have
created new problems had not the year 1n which the war ended seen the
emergence of new forces that were to affect us profoundly Although the
nise of the capitalists, and the discontent of the poor, were commen to all
the colontes, we must consider the different sechons 1 therr local aspects
In the preceding penod capital had been accumulated 1n various ways,
such as planting fishing, fur trading, operating a mill, merchandising,
but all on 2 small scale Farsighted men everywhere had secured for them
selves large land grants, but had been unable to develop them profitably
Novw all wastochange

In Virging, for example, to begn agamn with the South, Wilkam
Fizhugh in 1684 had twenty four thousand actes of land with only three
hundred under cultvation He had a mill, two stores, and raised cattle
and hogs He was one of the very rich men of his day, but his land could
not produce ncome without labor, and he had only twenty nine slaves
for all Ins enterprises Control of Yabor was control of power, Iike water,
steam, or electnicity, and as usual 1t would enure to the benefit of those
who could first preempt a share 1 1t Up to the beginning of the
erghteenth century there had been poor white men farming n the South
but no “paor whites ” The relation of 2 vast plantation with 1ts equipment
of several hundred slaves, to a single handed farm however, was soon ta
be smilar to that of a modern textile mull to the cottage of the hand
weaver Such a vast plantation called for two things—land and slaves

The large landholdings were for the most part got 1n devious ways,
through offial position, influence with the anstocratic Council, or
“fnendship,” so to sag, wath the Royal Governor But all of this required
2 social position, connections, and a finesse wholly beyond the sphere of
the ordmary settler Once the land was got, moreover the purchase of
slaves on a considerable scale called for capital which only those wha
had secured 1t by mamage or 1 the vanous ways noted above would
possess The quality of the tobacco raised by the whte farmer on his few
actes was far better than that rased on the big plantations by slave
labor, but the small farmer became helpless when 1t came to disposing of
hus crop n the face of such compention As i all large-scale bustnesses,
economes could be effected, connections made and terms armanged
which are beyond the reach of the small individual Moreover, as the
land became absorbed by the fortunate and the new source of hlach
slave power was applied to 1t, the price went up, and 1t became more
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dufficult for the poorer man to secure good and conventent acreage for
humself or huschildren

Meanwhile the nich grew nicher, intermarried, controlled the Counctl,
formed a clique with the governor, and for them all went merry as a
marnage bell A hitherto unknown gulf began to separate these ‘first
farmilies” from the farmers ulling their own soil behind therr mules The
great pl became self: units malang their own harness,
clothes for slaves, rasing up their carpenters, wheelwnghts, and every
sort of handicraftsman Not alone was the competition Mlling, but racial
pride came into the problem, and the poor white farmer or artisan was
put down to a hopeless positton as compared with the rich—on a level
with the negroes, unless he owned some In mcreasing numbers these
new poor whites gave up the fight, left the old farm, and trekked up to
the high lands of the western part of the colony to begin again on 2
frontier

In Maryland the same tendency was at work, with vanations Slaves
were brought 1 but men like Carroll and Dulany, who had acquired
enormous tracts of land, preferred in part to settle them with tepant
farmers, and so carry them until the mcrease in population should give
them enhanced value The possibility of owning land in fee simple had
always been and long remained, one of the cluef inducements to under
taking the great nsk and hardship of immigration to the New World
Even a nominal quitrent was greatly disliked, which may account m
part for the first heavy mugration to New England It was stll more
difficult to find men who were willing to become tenant farmers, as in
the Old World, and it was only a speial set of crrcumstances, all militat
ang agamst the poor which enabled the large Maryland propnetors to
build up their estates around 1730 to 1745 with tenants of a forergn race

For long there had been distress of the most appalling sort 1n both
Germany and Ireland In the first, the results of the Thirty Years' War
which ended 1n 1648 had been ghastly beyond companson with even the
recent Great War One county alone had lost 85 per cent of 1ts horses,
over 8o per cent of 1ts cattle, and 65 per cent of 1ts houses while 75 per
cent of 1its population had been lilled In the latter part of the century,
sections of the country were harned by the French, and the unfortunate
peasants, trying to build up some sort of life agan sowed their crops
only to have them destroyed by the enemy Toall thus was added political
and religous persecution  Between 1683 and 1727, probably abowt
twenty th d of these unf Germans emgrated to Pennsy!
vama Those first coming found ample lands on which to settle pear
Philadelphia, but as these were taken up or the prce advanced, the
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Tater comers were forced further into the wilderness, and, bv way of 1ts
northern end, began to settle in the valley of the Shenandoah

Ireland had been nearly as badly off Ulster had been settled largely by
Scots, but the Revolution of 1689 i England left them crushed Ten
years later they were hard hit by the Jaw against woolen manufactunng
In the second decade of the erghteenth century, in the midst of almost
hopeless economic depression, great pumbers of long ume leases fell
and the landlords insisted upon renewing them at double and even
treble the old rents There were wholesale ejections, and drought, sheep
rot, and epidemucs of smallpox added to the unspeakable misery of the
Protestant population, whese standard of Inving had been higher than
that of the Catholic Insh By 1729 perhaps seven or eight thousand had
emugrated to Amenca mostly to Pennsylvanta, but 1 that year six thou
sand landed at Phaladelphua, and two years later Logan wrote that st
looked as though Ireland were about ta dump her enare population on
the colony Partly on account of therr extreme poverty, these immigrants
at once sought lands at bittle cost or none on the extremest frontier yet
settled, 1n the Susquehanna and Cumberland valleys, up the Jumata,
and down into the Shenandoah

It was out of the misery of Germany that the Maryland landlords
determined to build up their tenantry Agents were sent abroad and
went through the Palaninate and other sections where the suffering and
discontent were greatest, preaching the wonderful opportumties 1n the
New Waorld The operanons were on a large scale and cosily They
proved, however, extremely profitable Dulany s great tracts in Fredenck
County had been unbrohen wilderness 1 1730 but i fifteen years he
had laid out the town of Fredenck and the county had become the
second most populous 1n the colony These leases enabled the landlords
ta carry their land and reap a colossal harvest as the country filled up,
and land tnpled in price between 1730 and 1760 In 1774, when John
Adams met Carroll s son at the Continental Congress he noted that he
was of the first fortunes in Ametica His mcome 15 ten thousand pounds
sterling a year, will be fourteen mn two or three years, they say, besides
Tus father hasa vast estate which will be his

In New York at the begimning of the eighteenth century, leading
business men and pohticians, such as the Schuylers, Beekmans, and
Livingstons had secured enormous land grants by connivance with dis
reputable governors, notably Fletcher and Cornbury, and 1t was said that
by the tune Fletcher left, three quarters of the entire available land in
the coluny had been granted to thirty persons, one grant, under Corn
bury, being for two million acres Schuyler and his associates obtamned
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another 1n the Mohawk Valley fifty miles long In vanous ways Robert
Livingston secured an estate sixteen miles wide and twenty four long
The New Yorkers, however, were too grasping 1n their terms and the
treatment they meted out to settlers, and after some attempts the Germans
gave the colony a wide berth, while 1t was obviously no place for the
Scotch Insh Some settlements were made out on the frontier, but these
were perpetually harned by the demands of the Jandlords

In New England, although the grants obtained from ) leg
sslatures were smaller in extent. so also was the amount of nllable soil,
and as the century ad d and pop d, the people found
themselves hard put to 1t to find speculanve townships on the fronner
where they could male their homes, and when they did so they suffered
from the exactions of the propnetors under the New England system
Even so worthy a atizen as Ezra Stles saw to 1t, when he helped to
promote such a speculation that the propnetors should hold all the
shares that carned control of taxation although such propmetors often
nevereven saw the placeatself

The new fronter, which for all these reasons was being formed all
along the colomes, beyond the back Ime of the old settlements, was
quite different 10 spint from that of the first seaboard plantings In the
beginning, opporturity had been more or less open to all, and there was a
feeling that all were united 1n an arduous and dangerous :m:rpnse By
the muddle of the eigh h century, 1 to a great
extent to have been monopolized by the "tich and lnﬁuenml and many
of the poorer people felt that even here in the New World they were
being shut out not only fram a chance to nse, but from opporturty to
maintamn thetr hving on a small scale The advancing wealth of society as
a whole had affected the poorer pecple chiefly adversely, when 1t had
done so at all Thesr faems were no larger therr houses and fumllute no
better Their labor had not been lightened No or
bhad come into bemng which altered the routie of their Ines. On the
other hand there was evident to any observer an mmmense increase in
the wealth luxury, and lersure of the fortunate nch Yet what all classes
desired was comfort, stability, and safety 1n a home hfe, whethern a
willage or on their farms

There was as )el no genuine fmnher spint, not even among those who
were forced out by or rmsf e mto the re-
newed danger and hardshup of the wilderness and the Indian country
1f, when they tramped westward with theic famihies and few belongings
they held courage and hope 1n their hearts they also lodged bitterness
there aganst the colonsal rich whom they deemed responsible for theit
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phght Moreover, on the first fringe of settlement, which had never really
been an Amencan “fronuer,” nch and poor, learned and 1gnorant, had
worked and lised in the same community This newer frontier sheltered
only the poor and the comparatively 1gnorant. The ongmnal settlers had
been looked down upon by nobody, but now the mhabitants of the
older settlements did look down upon the frontiersmen, who came to be
termed “buckskins” and who were made to feel their infenonty m so-
phistication

One other ymportant factor in the new situation must be noted If the
rapid and 1t must be added essential and forrunate creation of capital
was banging about a distinction between nch and poor 1 the old settle-
ments, if a frontier was coming into existence with grievances agamst
the seaboard and its eulture, there was also an element of no litle
sigmficance 1 the character and cire of the new
By the middle of the eighteenth century there may have been 8o oo
Swiss and Germans and 50,000 Scotch Insh 1n the colonues, these groups
forming over 10 per cent of the total population In this large leaven,
the Teutorte portion had no attachment whatever to England, and,
mndeed, not the shghtest interest in her 1f they had taken any nterest in
Anglocolonial relations, it could only have been to regard England,
not as the mother country to which they were bound by ties of sentiment
and descent, but as a foreign and unknown power On the other hand,
the Scotch Insh had left their old homes with a deep, bitter, and abiding
hatred of England and her ways From her had come all their woes and
the need of abandoning their homes

Morcover, these people bad become thoroughly embittered against the
pelincal and economic pawer of those above them 1n thexr old lands, and
therr expeniences on their way to Amenca and when they landed did
nothing to assuage this We have heard much of the horrors of the
“Middle Passage” for the negto slaves captured mn Afaca and herded into
ships for transportation across the sea But the Scotch and Genmans
fared Little of any better On the voyage the food was often so rotten
and maggoty as to be uneatable Delay from calms brought the immediate
spectre of death by starvation or thurst In many mstances they fought
for the dead bodies of rats, and m at least one case offcrally zeported,
they had eaten six human bodies and were cutting up a seventh when
sighted by another ship and supphed with a hitle food There were
almost no sanitary arrangements and the flth and 1ermin were un
believable On one immgrant ship three hundred and fifty passengers
died out of four hundred and these figurcs can be almost duplicated 1n
many other stances ‘The mortality was always fnghtful Costs were

"



50 EPIC OF AMERICA

piled up on the immigrants unexpectedly and to such great extent that on
landing, when the hving would be held accountable for the passage
money of the dead they would often have to sell themselves 1nto bond
age, and families would be torn apart and sold to different temporary
owners as1f they had been negro slaves

Tt 1s not surpnising that when these famished creatures finally got
away safe from the clutches of every kind of sharper and made off for
the wilderness,~if they were so lucky as to be able to do so,~they would
have lutle regard for land titles and would soon begin to develop a
“frontier” spintt, and claim that “st was agamst the law of God and nature
that 5o much land should be 1dle while so many Chnistrans wanted 1t to
labor on and to raise bread " If camital 15 essennal for cvilization, 1t 15
well not to forget the price that humble humamty pays forat

Meanwhile a ¢nvilizanon had deseloped, and Franklm could say n
1756 that the “English settlements, as they are at present circumscnibed,
are absolutely at a stand they are settled up to the mountains* To the
south of the colomes . Flonda and along the Gulf, was Spanish ter
ntory Everywhere else, west of the Appalachians and north of New
England, was the power or the shadow of the clamm of France A few
bold spints like Captain Whlham Bean and Damel Boone had penetrated
mnto Kentucky, but only the seaboard was English, and that had now
become fairly populated, wealthy, safe, and cultured

Boston could not have been distinguished, had one been set down n
1t without knowing where he was, from a provincial town 1n England
The fields, the elms the whole landscape about 1, as in the Connecticut
Valley, were taking on the aspect of the peaceful English countryside
In the South, a young Englishman would kave been completely at home
1 the country family life, except for the presence of the black slaves
Amencan newspapers, such as the Maryland and Virgima Gazettes, were
quute as good as those of the same period in England After the middle
of the century there were frequent orchestral concerts in New York and
the Southern towns—Charleston, South Carolina, being a centre for
music as for the other arts From 1750 to 1770, My and Mrs Hallam,
noted London actors, and their troupe, gave repertorres all through the
colonies as far north as New Yorl,, consisting of the best plays then m
the language—by Shalespeare, Addison, Congreve, Steele, Farquhar, and
others In painting Copley was beginning tus career, and i Benyamin
‘West the New World was to give a president to the Rayal Academy
England In 1757 there was an extubition of pantings i New York
all of which were by American painters There were also the begunungs
of sculpture Many men were busying themselves with saiennfic dis
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covery, Franklin with his expeniments 1 electnaty being merely the
most notable The colleges of Harvard, \Wilkam and Mary, Yale, Prince-
ton Dartmouth, Rutgers, and Brown had all come 1nto being The
movement for public ibranes, 1n which Amenca has always led the
world, had also got started, and I have found twenty three all the way
from Marne to Georgia by 1763

If 2 distinetion had developed between nch and poor, nevertheless
even the poor were better off, freer and more independent than they had
been m Europe Abose all, they had ghmpsed the Amencan drezm
English, Insh, Scotch, Germans, all who had come to our shores had
come to find secunty and self-expression They had come with a new
dynamic hope of nsing and growing of hewmg out for themselves a
hfe in which they would not only succeed as men but be recogrized as
men, a hife not only of economuc prospenty but of social and self-esteem
The dream denved Little assistance from the leaders x Amenca It was
ansing from the depths of the common mass of men and beginning to
spread Like a contagion among the depressed m the Old World. It was
already b g to meet with opp From the “upper classes” m
the New, but 1t was steadily and wresisubly taking possession of the
hearts and rnds of the ordinary Amencan It was hus Star in the West
which led hum on over the stormy seas and 1nto the endless forests i
search of a home where tai] would reap a sure reward, and no dead
hands of custom or exaction would push lum back mto “his place”

If Amencan culture was as yet a little thin 1t was genune, though
European In many ways perhaps, Franklin typified 1t best Making
Phitadelphia hus home, though born m Boston he occupied m more ways
than geographically a middle posiion m colonsal hfe Shrewd pracucal,
always alive to the mam chance, anxious to make money and nse n the
world yet Leenly alive to a life above money grubbing, he had on
the one hand, none of the genume depth or the religious fervor of the
New England mtellectual (nar his conscience)) and, on the other hand,
none of the humane quality or natural gentihity of the Southern gentle-
man Always something of an actor, with genwne ability, a self made
Tan i every way, he was ever ready to mahe the best of every sttuation
and, sf there were two, of both worlds Complete intellectual disinterest
edness was as foreign to hus nature as rehgious exaltation He could
draft a plan of umon for the colomes, or wnvent a stove or a bightming
tod, yet there was also that m him which brought the French to pav
homage to him as a philosopher If we were as yet able to say what an
Amencans, we mught name hum as the first.

In 2ny case, the time scemed to hase come 1 Amenca, as he said

F
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to think of other things beside exploting and settling the wilderness
There appeared no teason why the rolomal avbzanen and culture
should not progress indefimitely on the hines already so well begun Had
the waves of the Pacific mstead of the fleeting power of France been
all that lay on the western side of the Appalachians, this might have been
the case But there had been a nse i the potential of power and 2mbitson
i the Amencan English, nich and poor; mnstead of a waste of waters
behind the monniain barner there were nearly three thousand miles of
+irgin continent, and forced by defeat, 1n 1763, France by a stroke of the
pen renaunced alt claym to the New World In the next half century, the
mass of the American West was o deBect the appatently established
course of American culture and eventually to drag the entire world mto
the maelstrom of strange 1deals

There was no “standardization” at this tiume, and 1t was a vanied scene
that was composed of our different sections In New England, merchants
sat m their countinghouses Sgunng the gans from rum and slaves and
English goods small farmers tilled ther few and stony acres and on
Sundays both untted 1n singing 1 their meetmghouses verses equally
stony from the old Bay Psalm Book ~

“The earth Jehotahs1s,

And the fullness of it

The habutable world, & they
That thereupon doe sit ”

In the South the Virginian gentleman hved his Enghsh country hife,
rawsed his tobacco, hunted his foxes, or hung over the spinet while
hissweetheart sang an old Cavalier song of the Pretender —

Chtsend Launie Gordon hame,
And the lad [ daurna name
Though hus back be at the Wa',
Here's to hum that s farawa’ '

Outside 1n the dush from the slave quarters came the throaty vowces of
negroes singing 1 the dalect of their new tongue, wath overtones of
the swish of an overseer's lash or the beanng of remembered faroff
con ¢oms wt the quogle It might be a gay pngle or one of the plamtve
melodues that the slaves had made their own —

“De mght 15 dark, de day 1s long
And we are far from home
Weep, my brudders, weep!”
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Along the Mississippr and the mivers of the North, the French vovageur
phed lus paddle, gath furs for the 1 m Montreal, b
whule he dremed of the old Norman farm —

“Fringue, fangue sur la nviere,
Frngue, fungue surl aviron ”

Far to the outhwest and over the Rochees in Califormia, the bells of
Spanish missions among the roses called the faithful to Mass, or young
men sang under windows from w hich black eyes peered out —

“Lo que digo de hoy en dia,
Lo que digo le sostengo,

Yo no vengo a ver st puedo,
Yo no vengo a ver s1 puedo,
10 no vengo a ver 1 puedo,
Smo porque puedo, 1 engo™

Vaned, colorful Iife n far-scattered reglons. But the Amenca of the
future was to stem from none of these A but of all of them was to be
mingled n the melody of the twenneth century, but sternly dommant
over all we hear the stroke, stroke stroke of the axe on trees, the crash
of the falling grant—advancing woodsmen making their cleanngs, De-
mocracy; “business ™



AMERICA SECEDES FROM THE EMPIRE

Duning the colonial penod, as well as for long after, the wars between
European mations always myvolyed their nationals 1n Amenca in the
stufe What we call the French and Indian War, which ended 1n 1763,
was merely the Amencan phase of the Sesen Years War abroad When
peace was made by the Treaty of Pans, France ceded 1o England all of
her Amencan temtory east of the Mississippr River, except the town of
New Orleans, which, with whatever nghts she possessed wnest of the
Mississippr she transferred to Spain on the <ame day Thus, wath the
exception of Spams claims along the Gulf cnast and i the far West,
England came into possession of the entire North Amencan continent
up 1o the Arctic and east of the great nver. The Spamards were not
idle, howeter, and were soon pushing settlement up the Pacific Ceast,
founding the ety of San Francisco almoss 2t she very moment when
Enghsh and Colonnals were slaughtering each other on the slopes of
Bunker Hill ,

Navons seldops 1f ever pass through grear conflicts without some
change 1n outlook, and the Seven Years' War, following immediatels
an the War of the Austrian Succession, had been one mohung almost
every great State ;n Europe~England, France, Spain, Austris, Russi3,
Sweden, and the vanous ones now mcluded m Germany It was almost
2 “warld wat,” mvolving all European and Amencan cwvilizanons
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left Europe wth altered 1deas, new fears, and n unstable balance, much
asdud the last Great War

One of the changes 1n 1deas though not clearly percenved by all, was
an alteration m the theory of empire Hitherto all nations had Jooked
upon their colonial possesstons as sources of raw matenals,~geld, furs
sugar, tobacco, or what not,—and as consumers of the manufactured
goods made m the old countries The theory was almost exactly that of a
great modern trust that tues to combine all branches of business from
raw matenals to final sale m 1ts own orgamization For some time, how
ever, European nations had been dnfung imnto the réles of world powers
Vaguely but actnally, a new feehng of impenalism was coming imnto
being 1t was long debated in both the Enghsh cabmnet and the public
press whether England should demand of France her nch West Indian
1slands or Canada as one of the spods of victory The sugar slands
fitted 1to the old mercantile theory of what the empire should be Pos
sesston of Canada belonged to the new mpenalism The die was cast
for the latter A profound change, little recogmzed, had come mto Angla
American relations

Under the old system the whole fabuc of colomal admimstranion had
been orgamized for the purpose of seeing that the colomies remamned in
their appomnted réles 1n the imperal structure as producers of raw mate
mals and consumers of manufactured goods Most of the laws passed i
England had had this for therr puspose Although objected to now and
then i specific cases, they were accepted by the colonusts who had no
aversion to the system 1tself, but only to certamn manifestations of 1t when
they were galled too severely on a sore spot England had had no occasion
to spend much money on her colonies or except in the normal course of
colonial trade, to draw any from them In the begmmng they had been
largely business ventures The English colonzes had mostly planted them
selves They had fought their own local fights with the Indians on therr
frontiers They had settled httle by hitle land wiich their numbers
could hold against local foe—savage French or Spamsard

Now, however all was altered International relations had gone a long
way toward modern conditions since the time when English buccaneers
could undertake almost single handed to singe the beard of the King
of Spain while the English monarch looked on complacently ready ta
share plunder 1f all went well or to jail or behead the offender 1f the
case got too hot The modern State and modern mternatonal relations
were fast emerging England had gamed by war a termtory encichng
the ongmal colonies and of more than double their extent east of the
mountains This enormous cxpanse of Canada and the Mississippt
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Valley with perhaps two hundred thousand Indians on 1t hostile to the
new regie, needed governing There were alsa eighty five thousand
conquered French, of whom twenty two thousand probably were capable
of beaning arms  France herself, defeated but not broken, was known to
be hungenng for revenge when the chance might come The colomes
had always shown themselves jealous of each other and unable to unite
m any war against a common foe or m any general Indian policy In the
war just ended, England had had to send nearly twenty thousand troops
to Amenca to help the colonies agamst the French Quite apart from
the desire to govern the empire from the centre, no sane government
could have tuned over the problems of defense and Indian policy m the
new domain to the thurteen separate colonies to handle with their own
resources The colonsts had never managed the Indians well and usually
managed to meur there hatred, with the exception of the Iroguas If,
according to the old theory of empire, the fur trade must be made to
yield 1ts raw matenal, so, accordmg to the new, must this acquisiton of a
half continent be held and policed The French, though now subjects,
could not be counted as loyal, and almost the entire population of savages
was under theirinfluence
It was calculated that ten thousand troops would be none too many
to police the new realm It was obvious that the colomes would not rase
any such number or pay them if they did The new impenalism was
gomg to cost a lot of money It was also evident that the replacement
of French by English rule m the newly acquired terntory would be of
great eventual benefit to the colonies already bordenng on 1t It was agam
evident that the Enghsh debt was colossal as the result of the long
struggle, and that 1f empire were gomng to prove costly beyond the ability
of England to carry alone, the colonies, who shated the benefits, should
share to some extent the cost The members of the successive Batish
governments of the next few years were none too clever, but these 1deas
gradually began to take root in their minds, mixed wath the old feelings
that the colonmes existed chiefly for the benefit of the mother country
and owned obedzence to her
At the ime the treaty was signed m Pans m 1763 French diplomats

predicted, as occasional foreign observers hke the Swede Kalm had be-
fore, that, the French menace having been temoved from the colonial
fronner, the colomsts would have no more need to rely upon England
and would quarrel with her whenever 1t swited their convemence Al
though this view has been adopted by many Amencan histonans do
not think that this point had much mfivence upon Anglo-Amencas
relations In pomnt of fact, eastly accepted as the theory has been, I do
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not find any expression m Amencan pubhc opinon of the day to war
tant the behef that the expulsion of France had anything to do with
the subsequent war with England

Amenca had, for other reasons, been becoming more self-constious and
sure of herself As early as 1701, Governor Nicholson i Virginta had
noted that the country was then mostly populated by colonzal born, and
that the people were beginming to “have a sort of aversion to athers,
calling them strangers* Duning the next decade, the umted efforts of
English and colonials to conquer Canada, in which the English showed
up very badly, gave the colonials 2 very good opmion of themselves n
contrast, as cud also the d Cartagena exped of 1741, m
which over thurty five hundred colomal troops took part, and the capture
of Lowisburg by the New Englanders n 1745 The Seven Years' War
had begun wathout formal declaration, and 1 the beginning over four
of the five thousand troops engaged 1n Amenica were colomals, although
later the overwhelming number were Brtish, Wolfe having only seven
bundred colomals among his exghty five hundred regulars at Quebec,
and Amberst only one hundred among lus elesen thousand The disas
trous Braddock campaign, however, had left an indelible impression

The question of relatve Anglo-Amencan strengths or of the presence
or absence of the French had little to do nevertheless, with the conflict
now loommg, except 1 so far as the Amencans had grown more con
sous of being a people who had nights and who were used to governing
themselves Indeed, it has been sad that England s chief blunder was n
Not recogmizing a naton when she saw one It must be sad, howeser,
that the Amencans themselves did pot, n fact, see “a nanon” They
were merely Vi or P 1 or New Englanders, who
came to feel certain grievances which they undertook to resist. There
Was 1o nation on the honzon, then—merely two mthon sturdy, pros
perous people scattered under thirteen different governments, m each
of which, 1n innumersble local conflicts with therr governors, the co-
lomals had usually been allowed to gamn therr own way 1n the end, a way
which they had become incurably sure of having

Except for sections on the frontier which suffered from Indian rads,
the colomes had not been the seat of any of the military operations of
the Seven Years Woar, which ended, as far 2s Amenca was concerned,
m 1760 As always happens i 2 war, a good many new fortunes had
been bult up Prvateerng frequently proved exceedmgly profitable,
and the great prizes brought in encouraged speculation Army contracts
~such, for example, as one for two million pounds of beef and two
mullion pounds of bread, among other supphes—lined the pochets of the

7
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contractors, who always emerge nch from such troubled penods Bust
ness of all sorts had come to be conducted on a2 much larger scale, and
we can dearly trace the growing connection between busmess leaders
and subservient or parncipating legislatures, even one so close to the
people as that of Connecticut Lawyers were nising imnto prominence 2s
business affarrs became larger and more complex, and they also began
toappearn legislatures

For a while the farming and laboring classes had shared in the wat
nme prospenty the farmer had got war ime prices and the laborers
wages had nsen rapidly as the scarcity of labor had increased and floods
of paper money had wortked their usual inflanon But when the bubble
brohe, all of these classes suffered severely Taxes had nsen rapudly
with the debts contracted by the several colonies The currency became
heawily depreciated General business fell off sharply The pnice of farm
produce crashed Many of the [aborers and farmers had to abandon their
homes There was a severe decline 1n the price of farm land 1n the older

many ! of lawsuits for debts which

wiped out all equties Once more the frontier seemed to offer the only
hope to many of the poor who could not weather the storm

But n 1763 came a stunmng blow England by proclamation forbade
any colonuals to cross the hed of the to settle This was
the Bnush governments solution of the Indian problem, one of the
first which required to be settled wath respect to the new Canadan and
western terntory The Ministers feared—not without good cause, as
Pontiacs conspiracy was to show—that, with the savages already hostile
to the Enghsh regime and perhaps stiured up by the French, there
would be constant trouble on the frontier 1f the settlers pressed into the
Indian hunnng grounds The valuable fur wrade had to be preserved,
and England had no wish to garnson a frontier of perhaps twelve hun
dred miles As a temporary expedient, the government Jit upon the 1dea
of holding back ymmgranon to the western country, and, mn order to
feep the Indrans quiet, to erect for the present a large Indian terntory
Unf Iy, with the proc n government affars charac-
tenstic of the times, what was ded to be anly a temporary exped
was never senously considered again The Americans felt that they had
gven considerable help m conquerng Amenca from the French, and
were funous at being told that they must not enter the promused fand
The population was doublhing every twenty to twenty five years The
post war suffening was Leenly felt Canute might as well have com
manded the waves not to advance as for the Butish government to for
id the Amencans, 1n their distress, to seek new fortune across the
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mountams—except that the waves would not have zesented 1t, whereas
the colonists did

We have alceady seen that there was plenty of resentment on the
frontier 1n any case—resentment against New England land specualtors,
against the allengrossing land-grabbers i New York, agamst the new
slavocracy 1n the South, resentment on the part of the new immigeants
against those who had cheated and 1l used them, resentment agamst
the landlords of England by the Scotch Insh Typical of the feeling of
the Iatter was the inscriphion that was carved on the tombstone of one
of them 1n the Shenandosh Valley “Here hes,” so 1t read, “the remans
of John Lewis, who slew the Insh Lord, settled Augusta County, located
the town of Staunton, and furmshed five sons to fight the battles of the
Amencan Revolution ” There 1s ample evidence that the fronter was
full of combustible material-lawless, resentful, radical, and mdepend
ent Moreover, in the older settlements the poorer people were full of
trouble and gries ances at this tme and quute ready to father them upon
anyone Even the nch were beginnng to feel hard times If more
gnetances came, 1t would not be very difficult to sur sedinon mnto a
Bame There was a flareup m 1761 when the Courts m Boston were
asked by the revenue officers to 1ssue new “writs of assistance, all the
old ones having expired with the death of George II These were of
the nature of general search warrants not naming the parncular place
to be searched or the object to be searched for, and had been used for
some years at the suggestion of Put chiefly to try to prevent the ilhat
trade between Boston merchants and the French enemy which had been
prolonging the war James Otis, who argued agawnst them 1 a fery
speech, although he lost Ius case, took the proper ground that they were
destructive of hiberty, and John Adams once said that the Amencan Rev
olution began then and there

The first move made by the English government to reorganize the
admumsiration of the empire was along the lines of old legislation ac
cepted by the colonists in principle though not complied with in practice
In 1764, 1n an effort to secure some customs revenue, which heretofore
had sufficed only to pay a quarter of the cost of collection, the Sugar
Act was passed by Pathiament, followed by two others 1n the next two
years

These three Acts might have seriously demoralized commerce, but as
ther incrdence happened to be almost wholly on the trade cammied on
by New England, the 1ssne was not felt by all the colonies The Stamp
Act 1n 1765, howeser, as being internal taxanon, affected every colonv
alike, though not to equal extent financially, as did also the Townshend
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Acts of 1767, which included duties on mports of manufactured
articles from Great Brtamm  Moreover, both these last were especully
designed to transfer a revenue from the colonies 1 sterling or bills of
exchange, when 1t was difficult enough to find sufficient of esther to
make good the annual adverse balance of trade They also marked a new
sort of legrslation different from the mere trade regulation of old

The exatement during these years was mtense The economic
structure of the colomes, already senously affected, was threatened with
rum Buosiness grew rapidly worse, and the passage of the Stamp Act
had given a focus for every possible form of discontent The reaction
expressed 1n varying tones from Patrick Henry s well known speech up
to the digmfied papers drawn up by representauves of the vanous cole-
mes 1 the Stamp Act Congress as well as the mobbing and burning of
houses i vanous towns made the Briush government realize 1t had gone
too far as a matter of expediency Both the Sugar Act and the Stamp
Act were soon repealed and 1n 770, after a non importation agreement,
enforced m the colontes, had reduced 1mports from Great Bntam by
nearly half, the Townshend Acts also were largely modified, leaving
only a tnflmg tax on tea as a symbo! of the power of Parliament
The much disliked Act quarteng British soldiers on the colomusts where
garnsons were mamtained was also allowed ta lapse without being re
enacted The Butish government pledged 1tself to attempt to rase no
further revenue in America the non importation agreements were
tescnded, and American mmports from England rose from £1,634,000
1n 1769 to £4 200,000 1n 1771 Here and there in vanous colonies there
were local grievances aganst England, but prospenty had returned to
America, and the wealthy, as well as many of the classes dependent on
them, were inclmed to forget the quarre] with the mother country

Meanw hile, however much that was ommous for the future had hap-
pened The merchant and other wealthy and conservanve classes had
been chuefly anxious to avaid trouble and merely to get the obnoxious
acts reseinded The English mind which America mhenited has nearly
always preferred adjustment and working compronuses to declaranons
of abstract principles The wealthy men had been willing to fight ther
cause on the grounds that the new laws were mexpedient and that they
would damage the business nterests of England as well as their onn
a line of argument 1n which they received the cordial support of the
mercantile mterests in London who did business with them, and who
agreed with therr point of view In fact, the repeal of the vanous acts
was due more to the Enghsh mercanale nfluence brought to bear o»
Pathament than to either the mobbing or the arg! 1t




AMERICA SECEDES FROM THE EMFIRE 61

mn Amenca What the Enghsh merchants and the nicher men 1n the
colonies wanted above all was good business and as hittle pohtical fiction
s possible

On the other hand, as we hase seen, there was a yast mass of smoulder
ing discontent among the poorer people everywhere mn Amenca The
Line of economc class cleavage was beginning to be more clearly defined,
and the lower m the scale were beginnimng to look to men from among
their own ranks to lead them pohtically When, for example, Patrick
Henry tmed to secure the passage of his Stamp Act resolutions in the
Virgina House of Burgesses, he was unamimously backed by the poor
electors, whereas he had to overcome the almost solid resistance of the
nch However, the greatest master 1n mampulatng the masses whom
Amenca has exer seen, except possibly Bryan, arose i Boston Opmions
wall always differ regarding Samuel Adams, but there can be no dif
ference of opinion s to hus consummate ability as a plottex of revolution
In all else he was a Falure throughout his hfe Before the years i which
bis manipulation of the inflammable matenal among the public nas to
give hum a lasting place 1 Amencan history, he had failed 1n law and
business and public office In after years, when constructive work had
to be done 1 Congress 1n constitution making or 2s govemor of lus
new State, he played a wholly msigmificant part He mu‘ld tear down,

Puntan leaders of the type of Endieott, unyrelding, persecuting, con
vinced to the very mamow of Ius bones of the mfallibihty of his own
beliefs But although he was a Puntan of the Puntans, the times had
changed They had become political, and 1 Adams's mnd England and
her rule had become the principle of evil i the Ines of the people of
God, to be fought day and night and with every weapon m hus arsenal
Even when others had no wash to secede from the empire, but merely
to be left m peace or to have certan munical laws repesled Adams early
concersed the belief that the one end to work for was immediate and
complete independence

As he surveyed the feld of publc optmion 1n which he would have
to operate, he saw dlearly the two classes of rich and poor and realized
that their snterests were different The nch were conservauve, the poor
radical, the nch were desirous of as hittle change as possible, the poor
clamored for any change that would better their condition, the nich
would be mf d mamnly by of comp and exped:
ency, the poor by appeals to ther nghss for a greater share m the pohte
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cal and economic hfe of their communities If these two classes could be
brought to work together, public opimon would be 2 umt, but if they
could not, then the greater rehiance must be placed on the poorer classes
who d the overwhel mass of the popul. and who could
more readhly be stirred to anger and radical acion From about 1761 unti
independence was declared by the colontes m 1776, Adams worked
ceaselessly for the cause to which he had devoted hus life, mampulaung
pers and town of

throughout the colontes, even bringing about happenings which would
inflame pubhc opimon At one peniod 1t looked as though his efforts
would be 1 vamn, but 1n the end the dity of the Bnnish g
won the day for um

It 1s a great mistake to think of public opinton as united in the colones
and as gradually nsing aganst British tyranny Public opiuon 1s never
wholly united, and seldom mses to 2 prtch of passion without being
influenced—n other words, without the use of propaganda The Great
‘War taught that to those who did not know 1t already

The years preceding the final secession of the colonies may be dinided
mto three penods During the first, from the passage of the Sugar Act
to the practical repeal of all obnovious legislation 1 1770, the different
groups were by force of united 1 opp to the polcy
of England The s needed no prop da to realize that their
business was bemng senously mterfered wath, though they cared httle
about the popular catchwords that were being used by the new leaders
of the people to nflame them The Stamp Act, however, with ts threat
of internal taxation, did, dunng 1ts one buef year of life, brning the
whole problem for a while from the realm of mere business to that of
constitutional questioning But by 1770 the merchants grievances were
settled and from then until 1773 all desire for agitation and ‘rocking the
boat’ disappeared among the ncher classes Up to that pomnt, the
popular anger had served their own cause For the next three years their
cause was peace, and popular agitation and attacks on England became
amenaceand nota help to them

From the first, Adams and those working with lum had realized the
necessity of democratic slogans 1n the creation of a state of mind While
the merchants were busy ponting aut to therr London correspondents
that the new laws would hurt the business of all alike, Adams at once
struck boldly out to inflame the passions of the crowd by threatenmg
that 1t was to be reduced to the ‘muserable state of tributary slaves”
contrasting 1ts freedom and moral virtue with the tyranny and moral
degradation of England He proclaimed that the mother country was
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bent on brngmg her colonies to a condition of “slavery, poverty and
misery,” and on causing their utter rum, and dinned 1nto the ears of the
people the words “slavery and tyranny” untl they assumed a reahty from
mere His polcal philosophy was eagerly lapped up by a
populace smarting under hard times and resentful of colonial even more
than mmperial conditions of the moment The establishment of govern
ment by free consent of all had become mmbedded m the mind of the
average man, as an essential part of the Amencan dream Adams himself
had seen the vision, but had ghmpsed 1t with the narrowness and butter
ness with which the mare bigoted Puntans had seen the vision of an
unloving and revengeful Hebrew Jehovah Like them he felt that he
alone, and those who belies ed as he did, were 1 possession of the truth,
and that those who differed from him were enemes of futh and God
Because, however, the Amenican dream had so deeply affected the hapes
and aspirations of the common men, the more radical among them,
town and on frontier, echoed with wild enthusiasm such pronounce-
ments of Adams as that “the natural libetty of man 1s to be free from any
supenior power on earth, and not to be under the wll or legslative
authonty of man, but only to have the law of nature for Ins nile”

Such talk 25 this could only make England fearful of how far the
people mght try to put such precepts mto practice The upper classes
mn the colomes also began to be uneasy Up to 1770, when therr own
gnevances were redressed they might allow such 1deas to be disseminated,
considertng themselves in control of the situation, but after that 1t be
came clear that they were losing control Whereas such men as John
Hancock and John Adems wanted quret, and retired from public affars
ta the management of their own, Sam Adams and the lesser radicals
worked harder than ever to keep public opinon inflamed

With the upper classes become lukewarm or hostile to his continued

da, with the ok legssl repealed or modified, he had

to trust to generalizations and emotional appeals A good example of his
use of the latter was the affair called the Boston Massacte * As part
of the general impenal pohey following the war, the Brnsh government
had stationed some regiments m Boston They were under good officers
and good discipline, and there was no more reason why they should
have made trouble there than 1n any provincral gamson town of England
Adams, however, was continually strnng up the pubhic mind agamst
them, John Adams reported finding him one Sunday night ‘prepanng
for the next day's newspaper~a cunous empl cooking up para
graphs, articles, occurrences, etc, working the polincal engine ” Funally,
one March evenng, as a result of more than usual provocation g
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by teunting boys to soldiers on duty, an unfortupate clash occurred
There was confusion, a noter’s shout to “fire” was mistaken for an officets
command, and several cihizens were killed The officer surrendered to the
anl authonties, was tried, defended by John Adams and Josah Qumey,
Jr, and acqutted But Samuel Adams at once saw the value of the
nadent Every emoton of the mob was played upon The affasr was
termed a “massacre,” and in the annual speeches given for a number
of years to commemorate its anmversary the boys and men who had taken
part 1n the mobbing were described as martyrs to hiberty and the soldiers
as “bloody butchers ® Although there 15 no recorded smstance of a soldier
bawing offered the slightest affront to any Boston gil, orators ranted
about “our beauteous virgmns exposed to all the msolence of unbndled
passion—our virtuous wives, endeared 1o us by every tender tie, falling
a sacrifice to worse than brutal violence and perhaps, like the famed
Lucretia distracted with anguish and despair, ending therr wretched
lives by their own fair hands ' At the request of the ctizens the troops
were removed fram the city, but such talk, which served its yntended
purpose, was kept up for years after The maident was unimportant m
stself, and 1ts chuef interest 15 1n how the radieals, after having provoked
1t, made use of 1t
Amenca was, indeed, more or less m ferment, quite aside from the

question of Anglo-Amencan relanons. Pennsylvania was almost on the
verge of cvil war, feehing having become extremely embittered between
the older and newer sections of the colony The nch seaboard counties
had not only been unwilling to help protect the frontier 1n the late war,
but were controlimng all the pohitical machimery for their own benefit, the
sixteen thousand voters in the three eastern counnes having twice as
many members of the Assembly as the fifteen thousand m the five
western counties To some extent the mechames i Philadelphia weze
making common cause with the frontyersimen agamst the moneyed class

Tn Virginia, there was similar feeling between classes and sections, the
tidewater counties controlling the much more populous frontier ones In
North Carolina, ervil war did actually break out after several years of
agitation, and the frontiersmen set up their own organization of “Regu

latars” to prevent, among other things, the collection of taxes by the men
of the eastern counties who controlled the legistarure and graft of the
colony, and who succeeded in putting down the msurrection only after
three years' effort ending 1n a bloody campaignin 1772

“The Seven Years’ War had left society disorganized and unstable The
nch, from 1764 to 1770, had ther gnes ances aganst England, gnevances
that were real and deep, but they were also beginning to watch Wit



AMERICA SECEDES FROM THE EMPIRE 65

alarm the nise of radical sentiment among their own people Everywhere
thoughtful, men were thinking—thinking of the 1
relations with the mother country which had permutted so serous a ersis
10 anse as that from which they beheved they had yust happily emerged,
thinking also of the problems of government mn the colones and of what
might be m store for conservatism and wealth 1f the people, by continu
1ng to press their demands for greater share in ruling themselves, should
oust therr old leaders who had been used to being 1 control The more
they pondered the Anglo-A 1 relation, however, the
more 1t became apparent that if the question should ever have to be
forced to an 1ssue, the only ground to take would be the broad one of the
nights of man as man Sam Adams was night 1 that They had tred to
argue from charter nghts, and soon found that ground too narrow Thenr
nghts as Englishmen afforded a wider scope, but argument thence tended
toward a bog of legalistic confusion If Parlament should try mimucal
legislanon again, and 1f a siuaton should anse calling for a dental of ats
Power to legrslate, the broadest nghts of man would be none too broad
to provide standing room for argument But this would play nght into the
hands of the discontented populace, who were already getting too ob-
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il war It was all bad for business thought the nch, and holding back
the development of the country However, the quarrel with England was
made up for the present English merchants had seen the hght Perhaps,
with better imes 1n Amenca, these agitations on the frontiers and by the
lower classes m the big towns would die down, 1f only men like Sam
Adams would know when to stop and would quit throwing oil on the
fames The rich determned to sit on the lid, and carry out a policy of
business and politics as usual Sam Adams and his group also continued
their agration as usual

For three years, from 1770, m spite of constant discussion m pam
phlets and new spapers and declamings by radicals, things seemed to be
getting better The frontiersmen and town radicals were doing a lot of
talling but getting nowhere The Regulators insurrection had been put
down Then suddenly the Brnish government made a colossal blunder
which could nes er be retrieved Sam Adams saw to that

The East India Company had accumulated 2 huge and partly un
salable store of tea, and was on the bnnk of bankruptey In order to
prevent the catastrophe, which would have been 2 financial one of the
frst magnitude, the Btish government, with perfectly good intentions
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from an English point of view, but with an 1gnorance and a carelessness
which are beyond condonation, gave the India Compeny what was
practically a monopoly of selling tea mn Amenca By the elmmation of
the Amenican merchants as middlemen, the price of tea to the American
consumer was expected to be cut n half, but considenng the dehcacy
of Anglo-American relations, and the fact that the American merchant
and busmess class was the chief rehiance of England in Amenca, to
have struch a blow at 1t 1n favor of an Enghish business concern revealed
m a flash both the stupidity of the men 1n power with whom Amencans
had to deal and the unthinking selfishness of English policy with regard
to the colomes The fat was i the fire now with a vengeance For three
years the conservatives had been trymng to mamtamn good relations with
England and at the same tme to combat what they considered the
dangerous nsing tide of radicalism 1n therr own colomes Now they were
forced once more 1nto opposinon to England and so mto unwilling ahign
ment with the radicals

The rest of the stary 1s well known by every schoolboy~how the tea
was shipped over and refused admittance at every port, how Adams’s
followers i Boston rarded the tea ship and threw fifty thousand dollars”
warth of tea into the waters of the harbor, how Parhement, when 1t
heard of the deed, passed acts closing the port to commerce except 1n
food, until the tea should be pad for, voiding the Massachusetts charter,
and placing the colony under the 1mmediate control of the Crown, order
ng that Bntish officers or soldiers should be med only m England (or
m a colony other than Massachusetts) for anything done 1n the line of
duty, and providing that troops should be quartered again in the colontes
“The die 1s cast,” wrote George 11 to Lord North “the colonies must
eather trtumph or submut ”

Tt 1s possible that a peaceful solution might have been found when the
dull wits of the Bnush Cabmet had become aware of the extent of
feeling aroused 1n Amenca, and of the fact that they had forced the
whole population mto a united front But this would have been possible
only had the tea not been destroyed, an act that many loyal Amencans
condemned Adams had sexzed hus chance Fifty thousand dollars’ worth
of Brutish private property destroyed and mdemmty refused Parhament
would have to retaliate 1f the retahanon should be heavy enough, the
door mught be closed to peaceful settlement The retaliation came, swift
and erushing and the colomes were aflame with sympathy for Mass2
chusetts In the next three years the progress of es ents was mevitable n 18
sequence, given all the factors mvolved The pentions and their 1e)e¢
tions, the calling of Congress, the bloodshed at Lexington and Concord,
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the final Declaration of Independence mn 1776, and the military events
of the struggle are too fanuliar to need reteling

What concern us more particularly are the abiding mfluences upon
Amencan character and thought

We have already seen how the wildemess and the colomists’ need of
erecting gove for th Ives had gven a derable spur to the
spread of democracy and the belief in government only by the consent
of the governed The colomes, however, had been far from democranc,
and with the accumulation of wealth had been growing less so Belief
was still general among the upper classes that political power should
test in the hands of the well born or the nch, who had knowledge,
expenence, and a property stake 1n the communty Many of the poorer
classes, especually as we look further to the south from New England
and out on any part of the frontiers, were shiftless, illiterate, rather law
less To increase the polittcal power of such people seemed to the conserv
atives Iike mviting anarchy and the spoliation of property On the other
hand, dunng the gradual shift m the grounds for arguing the constitu
nonal relations toward Pacliament, 3t had been found necessary to base
the argument at last squarely on the nghts of man “When, 1n the course
of human events,” in the words of the great Virgunan, 1t became nec
essary to inform the world why they were taking up arms agamst
England, the signers of the Declaration had to announce the theory of
these nghts to all manind—mankind including their own “lower
classes at home 1n Amenca ‘We hold these truths to be self-evident,”
wrote Jefferson 1n words which rang through the continent, “that all
men are created equal, that they are endowed by ther Creator with
certain inalienable nghts, that among these are hfe, liberty, and the
pursuit of happmness That, to secure these nghts governments are 1
stituted among men, denving their just powers from the consent of the
governed that, wh any form of g becomes d e
of these ends, 1t 1s the nght of the people to alter or to abolish 1t

Nothing here about the rich or the well born, and, as Sam Adams said,
the people recognized “the resolution as though 1t were a decree pro-
mulgated from heaven ” The upper classes were thithing of therr in
dependence as agamst the exercise of legislative power by Parhament
The lower classes were thinking not only of that, but of therr relations
to their colonsal legislatures and goverming class “No taxation wathout
representation” If that were true as between England and Amenca, why
not also as between poor Western frontier counties and rich Eastern sea
board ones, as between the town mechanic and the town merchant, as
between the laborer and the planter?

A
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1f 2s the hing had said the die was cast in mpenial relations so had it
also been m Amencan political philosophy For a dozen years men hile
Adams had been dmning thus 1dea of the nghts of man as man into the
ears of the people The conservatives had first been of the party then
fallen off then agmn had 1o join 1t and now at last the voice of united
Amenca in Congress had announced to the world the political equahity of
all men as the creed of the continent The dam had been dynamited
After the announcement that all men are created equal that all men
have nghts that all men may revolt agamst conditions  there could be no
turning back The quarter of a century from the beginming of actne
sgitation against England unnl the adopuion of the Federal Constitu
tion afforded an mcomparable schooling m political discussion and
tranng for an entire people and for the burming nto their minds and
hearts of the democratic dogma

There was another aspect of the Revolution which used to recenve but
scant attention If on the one hand the radical thought of the nation
recewved the intensification noted above on the other the conservative
body of thought 1n many sechons was greatly weakened It mght be
all very well for men hike Sam Adams and Patnck Henry to declam
against tyranny but I have not been able to find anywhere 1n their writ
ngs or even in those of sounder thinkers such as John Adams a
senous effort to appraise the difficulties of a struggle against the power
of England To conservative men these might nightly have seemed to be
nsuperable at that ume Colonial population and resources were advanc-
ing with rapid stndes and the tme might come when Amenca could
defy England But m pomt of fact in spite of the revolutiomsts that
time had not come as yet Amenca had no manufactures she depended
almost wholly on overseas markets and commerce Her people were not
united She had no traned troops In plan truth we see now that the
Revolution was only saved from being an abortive rebellion by two
factors nesther of which could be counted upon 1 17,6—one the char
acter of Washmgton and the other the marshaling agamst England of
European powers

The people at large might shout for the nghts of man and tear down
statues of George 11T but fighting through seven years was a d fferent
matter We had a population of about two milhons with supposedly
three hundred thousand 1n the miliia though that meant firfe Gut of
this population Washington was never able to 1atse an army of wwenty
five thousand men at any one time and never had more than eighteen
thousand 1n any one battle By the end of the war his whole army was
six th d and esen hus indomutable will and courage admitted that
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“we are at the end of our tether” unless France should quckly send
addiional funds After the capture of Burgoyne’s army 1n 1777, France,
for purely selfish reasons, to stuke a blow at England when 1t was reason
ably safe to do so (a pelicy which long hung m diplomatic balance and
which could not be counted upon m 1776), had become our ally When
the war was finally won, 1t was not by the “embattled farmers” of Sam
Adams's colony, but by the fleets of that ally agamst the Brtish far from
our shores Yorktown was the mere acknowledgment of a fait accompls
elsewhere

In 1776 the agtator, the mechamc, the small farmer, the man on his
cleanng in the woods, wath hmited knowledge, expenence, and outlook,
might well give these matters no consideration, but the conservative
merchant and professional man saw them more clearly England was,
indeed, governing very badly, showing both stupidity and selfishness
but affars had been adjusted before and was there not a better chance
of getting them adjusted agan (so the conservative might ponder) than
this wild scheme of revolution and vl war, with uncertam chance of
success at the end? Amenca~and this was her chief weakness—was far
from unted when 1t came to this pom, even John Adams admtting that
only a third of the people desired war In Boston the upper class, almost
without exception, were strongly opposed to 1t, and more than half the
uipper class throughout the whole colony It was the same 1n New York,
where the bulk of the property owners were Loyalists In Pennsylvana a
majority of all the people were not only agasnst war and independence in
the b 2, but d so throughout the struggle In the South
the wealthy planters were more generally m favor of the rebellion but
even there 1t was clearly seen as a local revolution as well as cil war
aganst England Landon Carter was typical of many when he wished
to oppose Brtish oppression, but feared almost equally “internal oppres-
s1ons and commotrons *

As the times became more unsettled, as free speech was abolished, as

an 3 and confi of property be-

came common, the conservatives looked with horror on what might be
m store for the colonies esen 1f they won and were given over to the
tule of the people without the strong arm of England to mawtain order
Bntsh tyranny plus Brtish law and order began to seem preferable to
turning forrunes and families over to mobs which stole and tarred and
feathered Secession from the empire might be a cure for the quarrel
with England, but where would local colonial revolution end? We must
not forger that there was rhreat of revolution 2s well as secession, and 1t
15 ot strange if the former appeared the more dangerous in the eyes ofa
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Targe part of the conservatives, who always look with fear on the break
down of law and order Considenng the extteme die hard consenatism
of the resolutions of the ‘ Daughters of the Revolution to-day, 1t seems
impossible to avoid the conclusion that very few of them would have
been Mothess of the Revolution 1 1776, when revolution meant nding
the whirlwind of social disorder

‘There was, also, even yet much genuine affection for England sull
called “home”, and at least a third of the people, to ate John Adams
again, were opposed to separating from her Only 1 the years preceding
the Civil War was there ever to be once more such searchings of hearts
as 10 where one s Joyalty was due However, the die was cast singly, orin
large groups, Tones or Loyalists left the country, exiled or voluntanly
secking refuge The bulk of the poorer ones remaned, sufferng socially
and economically but from eighty to a hundred thousand left ther
natwve colontes Representing s a large part of these did, the wealth,
culture and conservative thought of their local communities the Joss
was immense A few eventually returned, hut broken in estate and
Ruence, for dunng the war Sfreen million dollars worth of Tory prop-
erty, at the very lowest estimate, was confiscated

“The new Ship of State, with sails spread wide to democratic winds,
thus threw overboard a cansiderable part of 1ts ballast of conservatism
and culture, for the people who left had to a great extent been the most
distinguished and looked-upto 1n their small commumines The only
exodus which can be compared to this m modern histonical tumes 15 that
of the Huguenots from France How much was lost may be inferred
indsrectly from the fact that the South where the better class remained
10 2 much greater extent than 1 New England and the Middie Colones
was to furmish, durng the two generations follawing the war, a far
greater proportion of nanonal leadess than the North The Vuginia
Dynasty” of presidents and may not be d with the
exodus from Massachusetis and elsew here of sev eral thousands of famihies
who had been prominent in the public affawrs of their colomes many
from their founding

At last the war was over and won, and peace was made 1n 1783 The
secession of the colomes from the empire, and the existence of the
United States of Amenca were recognized by England, as they already
had been by France and Holland In the cousse of a long nationa}
existence or a Jong history as a people, many wars may be fought and
mjustices suffered without leaving lasting bitterness But we had no
fong history as a people or exstence as a nauon Amenca had been 2
house divaded agmnst stself in the war, and the thirteen colomes 1¢-
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mawned jealous and mistrustful of each other and of any national govern
ment after 1t A national sentiment had to be developed, and a glonous
past improvised to begin our history with The nation had been born n
war and that war would forever after have to be the starting point of cur
national story It had been fought aganst England, with France as our
ally From these simple factors were born aur tracditional hostihty toward
England and our sentimental friendship for France Years later when a
strong 2nd united nation, we could fight Mexico and be fnends We
could conquer Spain and be better friends than ever within a decade
But for nearly two generanions after we won from England, we were not
strong or unted, and we had no past History and literature are among
the strongest mfluences to bind the ctzens of a nation together Our
hustory to that pomnt, like an ordered drama, led up to the butter struggle
to gam our independence from a harsh motherfand Qur hterature, or
all of 1t that stirred emotion and appealed to the heart was our hiterature
of oratory, of which the one theme was the tyranny of England, wnitten
m the heat of passion In the process of creating a national sentiment,
these orations were to be heard in every schoolhouse n the land, genera
tion after generation Each child at Jus most impressionable age was to
be nounshed on abhorrence of the Brtish tyrant, and m his own small
shull vorce burl m sonorous periods his defiance to England across the
sea This was another legacy of those years

Independence, however, had been won and that fact was to be mar
velously potent 1n altening the mmnd and character of the people In
every colony they had long been accustomed to assest as far as possible,
therr own wall whenever 1t might conflict wath the mstructions of the
royal governors or the legislation of Parhament But now nothing, so 1t
seemed stood m the way of the complete assertion of that will in any
direction they chose Much the same change took place m the outlook of
the colonusts as takes place 1n a boy when he bas left home and for the
first nme really stands on his own feet and looks about at the world
which 15 hus to wander 1n and conquer For good or 1ll there come a re-
lease of energies and a rapid development of latent powers Had Englend
govemned with superhuman wisdom and complete unselfishness the
mental outlook and temper of the Amencan people as cizens of the
Pprovince of a European empire would yet have been different when they
became citizens of an independent natton 1n 8 New World Far more
mportant than the mere redress of gnevances was the breaking down
of all spintual bamers to the complete development of whateser mght
Prove to be fertile, true, and lasting 1n the Amencan dream The forces
and mfluences which were shaping st were suddenly increased in inten
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sity by having the hampening connection with the Old World severed
As we shall see, the connection with that world had been not merely
poliical, and 1t was to take another generation to clear the way com
pletely, but the first great step had been accomplished when secession
became a fact This was the greatest legacy of the period

Another was the character of Washington In the travail of war 2nd
revolution, America had brought forth a man to be ranked with the
greatest and noblest of any age n all the world There have been greater
generals in the feld and statesmen 1 the cabinet m our own and other
nations There has been no greater character When we think of Wash
ngton, 1t 1s not as 2 military leader, nor as executive or diplomat We
think of the man who by sheer force of character held 2 dided and
disorganized country together until victory was achieved, and who, after
peace was won, still held hus disumted countrymen by therr love and
respect and admrration for himself until a naton was welded into en
dunng strength and umty

‘There were great patriots in Amenca whose names are mscuibed m the
story of that ime There were many humble folk whose names have
faded from our histories or were never known outside their narrow wvillage
arcle, who struggled and suffered from the noblest motives But war
brings out the worst as well as the best mn men It 1s a mustake to think
of the America of 1776-1783 as a nation of patniots pressing their services
to gam their freedom It was hard to get men mnto the army, and to keep
them there Often Washington had netther money nor food nor clothing
to offer them But he always had @n army, pifully small as 1t was at
times, which held the flag flying i the field through love of him and
confidence m the character which they sensed in hts dignified presence
Without hum the cause would have been irretnievably lost, and the
thunder of the orators would have rumbled Jong since nto forgetful
silence. When the days were blackest, men clung to his unfaltenng
courage as to the last firm ground m a nsing flood When, later, the
forces of disumon 1n the new country seemed to threaten disruption,
men agamn rallied to hum as the sole bond of umon Legacy to Amenca
from these troubled years, he 1s apart from independence mself, the
noblest hentage of all
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THE NATION FINDS ITSELF

INvEPENDENGE had been acknowledged by the world but the young
nation was weak Indeed there scarcely was a nation For the Confeders
fion which bound together the old colontes now become savereign States
had nexher the reahty nor the semblance of power Practically there was
no central government merely the empty shell of a loose union Apart
from the lack of poliical cohesion the whole social and economie hfe
of the people at large had been severely shaken War as we have sad
profoundly alters hfe and the colomes had had scarcely a dozen years
to readjust themselves after the end of the Seven Years War when thus
nhew one had broken on them wh le the mterven ng period had been one
of constant agitation and much disorder The slaves 10 the South had
been but Lutle affected Submerged at the bottom of society the storm
waves had passed over them without being felt Dependent upon therr
masters and not upon thers own exernons they worked ate and slept
therr exsstence away as usual Apart from them however there was no
one nch or poor whose exstence had not been deeply mfluenced
although the actual loss of 1 fe must hase been small sn proportion to the
populanon and the destruction of property on land by the enemy was

notgreat The suffering came from other causes
In the frst place the proportion of the men who were engaged at one
ume or another to the total was much larger than the figures of those in
ra
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the army at any giwen date would indicate Enhstments were short,
and many were 1n service only for a few months Almost all the men m
the ranks were of the small farmer class, without means of subsistence
for their families other than what was produced by their own tail 1n the
fields The army pay which they received, when they received any at
all, in the depreciated paper was of shght help to their wives and children,
who often suffered cruelly from the absence of the head of the household
and lack of money There was no farm machiery Farm work meant the
hardest sort of long physical toil, and when the farmer was i the army
s wile and cluldren worked the fields and chopped the wood for wimter
fires The loss of the farmer was a dire calamuty for hus famly, and
America was as yet 9o per cent agricultural This was the chief cause of
the many desertions and the refusal of men to reenhst when therr short
terms had expired Dunng their service, they themselves were called
upon to suffer the greatest hardships There was no sanitary science to
protect them agamst disease the medicine chests were all too often
empty, food was scarce, and at times asin the dreadful winter at Valley
Forge, soldiers had to go unshod and half in rags 1n klhing cold, their
tom feet leaving bloodstains as they walked shoeless on the 1cy ground
It was not the nsk of death m a rare encounter with the enemy that
called for courage n those seven years, but anxety over the fanuly at
home, and the steady hardship of camp hfe 1 which almost everything
was lacking that might have made for comfort and effictency

There was the usual disorganization of the economic hfe that 1s the
concomutant of any war on a large scale, emphasized by the complete
demoralization of the monetary system Like the paper matk of Germany
a decade ago, the paper money of the United States declined to zero, and
the phrase ‘not worth a Continental” was so impressed upon the people
that, unhke the money to which 1t referred, 1t ganed a lasting aircula
tion By 1780 gold stood at 2 premium of 4000 per cent All the evils
of inflatron and depreciation were present Prices, both of commodities
and of labor, soared, owing to actual scarcity and to paper money Prof
rteening was nife, and reputable merchants of high social standing took
from 100 to 300 per cent profit Incomes based on permanent s estments
1n mortgages and other fixed forms of interest declined to nothing Cap-
tures of ships at sea by the Bntish rumed some merchants, while captures
of the Bntish raised others to wealth Unscrupulous contractors 1os¢
from poverty to opulence Everywhere new men appeared to replace
those whose fortunes had been lost In the year of peace, James Bowdon
of Boston wrote to ex-Governor Pownall, “When you come you will see
scarcely other than new faces The change which 1n that respect has
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happened within the few years since the revolution 1s as remarkable as
the revolution ytself ”

If the personnel of the nicher class had been turned topsy turvy, the
suffering of the poorer was extreme The State debts had grown to
Staggermg proportions and taxation had been sa devised as to bear most
heawily on the poox, the poll tax 1n Massachusetts, for example, account
g for one third of the total sum rassed' By 1786 the debt of that State,
with her share of the Continental debt, had nsen to over £3,200,000,
asum even the nterest on which was not being raised Farm lands were
taxed at so much the scre, regardless of therr value, and the poorer
farmess were being sold out for taxes they could not possibly pav To a
considerable extent the same condinons were found elsewhere wath
vanations Moreover, the rapidly accumulated wealth of the new nch,
and the seermingly hugh prices paid for labor, with the general reckless
ness always engendered by war, had brought about wild extravagance on
the part of many As usual, when the war was aver, thete were a couple
of years of hectic but spotty prospenty, and then the crash came, to be
followed by a penod of wild speculation which ended with our first
great panic Discontent was nfe, and an exodus began from the older
colomes to che mew western frontier Rumed New England farmers
and mechanics poured m an ever swelling stream mto western New
York and Pennsylvania and on into Ohio Southermers streamed oves the
mountains to Kentucky and Tennessee The wilderness was a safety
valve, but even with that, open rebellion finally broke out i Massachu
setts under an officer 1 the Revolution, Captam Daniel Shays, and
paralyzed the courts of the State for some months unnl finally quelled

That, n spite of all the mobbing and violence and confiscanion of
Tory property, the Amencan Revolution did not pursue to the butter end
the course of most revolutions, such as the French or Russian, was due
10 one simple cause As we have seen, the revolutionary movement, as
contrasted with the secessionst one, came almost wholly from the poorer
classes The normal course 15 that the moderates who are m control 2t
Brst have to abdicate m favor of extremusts before the end In all such
cases, howaver, there have been either large proletanan populations de
pendent on wages and without accumulated capital, or peasants tifling,
under 1atolerable burdens soil which they donot own

In Amenica this was not so In the slave States the slaves had had
nothing whatever to do with the revolution, and, as we have said re-
wained mostly untouched by 1t The towns wese small and held no
proletanan class, even the laborer for daily wages usually owning his own
small home There was no peasant class 1n the Eutopean sense i the
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ennre country, and almost every farmer, however poor and oppressed
with debt, owned his own farm Tory property, running from such vast
estates as those of Governor Hutchmnson of Massachusetts or the Living
stons of New York down to stray bats of land coveted by a patriot farmer,
could be exproprrated, but there could be no expropnation of patriot
landed property unless the tosynsman or farmer ran the nisk of losing hus
own There were few relics of feudahsm and no hard and fast class
disunction, such as that between a titled nobility and commeners One
man might own fifty acres and another fifty thousand, but there was no
sharp hine anywhere between them, and (what has been 2 holding
anchor 1n Amencan Iife even when radicalism has been i the saddle)
the man with ffty hoped that same day by a lucky stroke he mught own
a thousand With every man a property owner and hoping to be a greater,
there might be a revolutionary demand for political power, but there was
httle immediate danger of any oversurn of property nghts Wath this
condition and the safety valve of the empty West the young Amencan
nation could nde out the storm withampunity

There had, however, been a thoroughgoing revolution, though the
general economic and social structure suffered 2 minimum of alteration
The el war of 1775 to 1783 did not end merely with the secesston
of three million and more citizens from the Bohsh Empire o set up an
mdependent State of the then accepted model for themselves Had that
been the case they would have mwited some scion of 2 royal house to
rule over them, some William of Wied to £ill 2 void 1n ther Constitution
The exigencues of government in a wilderness had seen to that The long
line of stmple covenants drawn up by simple men to meet practical
situations, from the Mayflower Compact, the Fundamental Orders of

through ble “church covenants” and fronter
agreements, clanfied by the years of dispute with England had ended
the ble to the Decl of Independ All men are created

: equal, all men have the same political rights gavernment denves its
pow ers solely from the consent of the governed
Amenca hoped to become a great nation Every great nation then i
the world was monarchical and anstocratical Amenca began as a republic
and had made a long step toward a democracy That was something
radically new, though the polical philosophy was not Amerscan thipk
ers had nounsshed their minds on the great Englishmen, Sidney, Locke,
Hobbes and others ‘There was nothing novel 1n their theory What was
wholly novel was the puttng of the theory into practice, and that they
aned to the Amencan wilderness They did not need to chop off the
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head of their king In the process of a steady chopping down of the
terminable forest the need of a ung had gone

At the end of the war, Washington was only the most dlustrious of all
those who had been engaged who now returned to sesume their peace-
me hfe on pl: farm or 1n k One great doubt
assailed them all-would the expernment succeed? In the vears mome-
dutely following, this began to look doubtful England was treating us
with contempt and not carrying out the terms of the treaty of peace
Neither were we, and the Confederacy was too weak to force etther
England or our own people 10 do so After 1ts post war burst of en
thusiasm, busimess had a collapse ‘The common people were restive, and
the rebellion i Massachusetts, which assumed the proportions of a
avll war, gave even Washington a severe shock As he sud * Govern
ment 1s not nfluence,” and all that the Confederation had was influence,
and precious litle of that If within five vears of geming her ndepend
ence Amerika were to dnft into anarchy, as she seemed to be dong,
1t would smply prove shat as yet the world needed monarchy to secure
order ‘The men 1n country taverns on a Saturday might might declam
about Iiberty nll they were hoarse or asleep but 1if the States were to
leave their debts unpard, become a mere pack of small republics quarrel
tng among themselves untl gobbled up singly by some European power,
there would be hstle Liberty worth declaiming about Yet the jealousies
and the dislike of any strong central govering body seemed msuperable
As Washington sat on the verandah at Mount Vernon, sipping his toddy
and looling up the beantiful reach of the Potomac, he had ample ume
to reflect on whether after all he had for nothing nsked a noose for us
neck and the confiscation of the estate that he loved above all else next
tohis country Many others also throughout the new States were ponder
mg the same problem The situation was becommng intolerable

At last courage was found to grasp the netile firmly, and in February
1787 the almost morbund Congress sent an witation to the several
States to elect delegates to a convention to meet at Philadelphta m May
for the sale purpase of revising the Articles of Confederation The group
of §fty five men who met at the appomted tume to consider the momen
tous problem of deviung 1 Constitunion for the nation was the most
distinguished which has ever been gathered on this contnent The
chagacter, ability, and broad mental attaimments which they possessed
Provide an amazing commentary upon the quahty of Amencan awliza
ton 1n the eighteenth century We must recall that the entire free white
Population of the States at that tune was scarcely double that of the mere
city of Los Angeles today Yet out of a colonsal populatson equivalent to

N
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twice that of Los Angeles came a George Washington, Benjamn Frank
Iin, Roger Sherman, Robert Morus, James Madison, Alexander Hamil
ton, C C Pinckney, John Dickmson, William Paterson, Rufus King,
James Whlson, and others In 1931, with forty times the populanen and
many thousand times the wealth of 1787, could we have forty groups of
similar capacity sitting simultaneously now?

Constitution making had been a favonte sport in all the colomes for
the preceding fifteen years Hardly anyone felt inadequate to the task
One New England farmer had produced a demacratically sumple one
‘We do not need, he wrote, “any Goviner but the Guviner of the umvarse
and under him a States Gineral to Consult with the wrest of the united
states for the good of the whale ” Grotesque as this scems, 1t contamed
some of the chief kernels of public opinion—the fear of a strong executive
and central government, and the belief that any government must be
for “the good of the whole ” Although complete political democracy was
not to be achieved, even m form, for several generations yet, the framers
of the Constitution found themselves of necessity influenced by the
steps already taken toward 1t, whatever thetr individuzal opinions might
be They realized, although American histonians were for a long time to
overlook 1t, that a revolution was 1n progress as well as a secession

phshed As a porary South Carol wrote, “There 15
nothing more common than to confound the terms of the Amencan
Revolution with those of the late Amencan war The Amencan war 1s
over, but this 1s far from being the case with the Amenican Revolution
On the contrary, nothing but the first act of the great drama 1s closed ”

Thus first act had been marked for demacracy by many forward steps
10 less gemnne because not sealed by the blood of an upnsing Between
1776 and 1784 the situation had forced most of the colomes to adopt
consututions for themselves to replace the old mmpenal governments
Al but cne of these, that of New Hampshire, had been drafted and
adopted duning the war, when radical sentiment was rampant It had
been the radicals who had cast the die for war n the first place, and,
with the nse 1n war psychology, even good patniots came to be Jooked at
ashance 1f they appeared too conservative to “go the whole hog” with
their more radical neighbars It was extremely easy for a patriot jury to
brand a man as a Tory, after which confiscation of Ius desirable estate
might follow as quickly as thunder on flash of lghtning We have
recently had enough expenence of the queer forms that excessive zeal
may take m war tmes to understand the dangerous situation of con

servative thought among our patriot ancestors of 1776 0 1783
We cannot deal with all the fourteen colontal constitutrons (counting
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Vermont, which had set up for stself) separately, but we may note what
happened 1n the two colones where the mternal gnievances had been
most acute agamnst the nch Easterners before war with England had been
decided upen, for these bring out clearly the continmity of gnevance
which we tned to pont out eather In Pennsyhama the disgruntled
f and Philadelpt 1 dealt 2 ding thwack on
the heads of the old moneyed class All qualifications for office holding
or voting were swept away except payment of a State tax This gave the
suffrage to practically all the mechanics and other workmen n the aty
Representation was apportioned on the basis of the number of tavables m
each county, and this at once mansferred the political control from the
old governing group along the Delaware Ruver to the Scotch and Ger
mans 1 the western counties In North Carolina a bitter fight took
place between the radical and conservative elements for the drafung of
the constitution, m which the radicals scored a complete victory Prac
tically every adult freeman was given the franchise and the governor
was so stripped of power that 1t was said he had none left except to *sign
a receipt for hus salary * The legislature was made all powerful, and the
small farmers were grv en control of 1t
These two States adopted the most radical of the new constitutions
but throughout practically all of them we find advances mn democratic
docrme The famous Virgina Bill of Rughts, which was used as the
basis for most of the others, began much as did the Declaration with
the words “zll men are by nature equally free and independent ' In
many of the new consntuttons, Church became separated from State,
and the slave trade was prohubated by all except Georgia In the Nosthern
States, where ffty thousand slases were owned chrefly as house servants,
emancipation had become complete by about the end of the century
even when not immedrately provided for as in many cases, by the new
constituttons In Virgimia and Maryland such men as Jefferson, Madison
Mason, Pinckney, and Martin struggled for emancipation, but without
success, and throughout the South at this tme most men looked upon
slavery asan evil, although a temporary one
In all the States the revolution brought about a distinct increase
the electorate, although the qual for voting duffered The poorer
elements both 1 the town and in the frontier sections mereased therr
mfuence The basis of Amencan politrcal democracy has been economic
democracy, and at this time, as for long after, economic democracy
meant the opportunity to own land In this respect, the revolution
witnessed a notable advance mn two directions, the one reheving owner
ship of certam burdens, and the other mcreasing the land which could be
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acquired by the pooter people Al the toyal prohibitions with regard to
cutting timber were abolished, as were all quutrents everywhere, and

t relics of feudalism had d here and there Ental and
pumogeniture, without which the perpetuation of great landed estates
15 1mpossible, were Iikewsse abolished In most States 1t was also provided
that the lands of an nterstate should be divided egually among his
sons, 1f not afl his children Everywhere the Crown lands and great for
feited estates had come 1nto possession of the State governments and
attempts were usually made to sell these as small holdings Esen 1n that
stronghold of a moneyed anstocracy, New York, a new law discouraged
the sale of these 1ands in parcels of over five hundred actes, and James
De Lancey’s were settled by 2775 persons In Pennsylvanu the Penn
farmly estimated their confiscated estates as worth one million pounds
sterling Yet more ymportant 1n providing land for settlement and the
bulding up of the economic democracy of the next fifty years was the
cancellation of the restncnon aganst westward emigranon which had
been embodied i the Royal Proclamation of 1763 After much ne-
ganation, the clatms of certamn States, based upon the vague geograph
1cal terms m their old charters were dered to the Confed
which came 1nto possession of almost all the land west of the mountains
and up to the Missisusppr The one great act of statesmanship of the
now expmng Congress of the old had been the North
Ordinance, passed 1n 1787, for the purpose of providing for the governing
of ths vast tract, which formed a possible colomal empire as large as the
Umon wself

Heretofore, 1n European thought, colonies had always occupred a
position mferior to the mother country, and were supposed to be ruled
and exploited for her own benefit The Amencans however, had had
their 81 of that doctnne They had smarted under 1t when they had
been English colomals on the east side of the mountains, and those who
hoped to settle on the west side of them had no stomach to resume that
status 2gam, with the seaboard States mstead of England as their rulers
There was, however, no precedent whatever for the solution of the
problem There was, on the other hand, the very serious problem of the
size and future population of this Amencan empire There was room 1n
1t to carve out more States than the ongmal thirteen * There has already
been trouble enough, Heaven knows,” thought the conservative Eastern
ers, “with all these radicals who go out on the frontiers and who are
already upsettng eserythmg in the old States 1€ we 6l up ths western
country, as big as our own, with them and give them a voice 10 our
affairs, anything may happen ”
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The £inal solution was evidence at once of the remarkable political
wisdom of the day and of the strong influence that the democratic
elements possessed “The Ordnance, together with that of 1785, provided
that the Temntory should be divided mto townships six miles square,
made up of sections of 640 acres each These sections were to be sold
at not less than a dollar an acre Temporanly the entize terntory was to be
governed as a unit by Congwss, but when 1t had five thousand ln
habstants they could elect a legrsl and, when popul
three to five States might be ,created, of not less than suty thousand
nhabitants each, which would be admitted to the Union on an absolute
equality with the ongmal Eastern ones “mn all respects whatever ” One
section 1 every township was reserved for public education, and slavery

was forever prohibited Simple as the solunon may seem, 1t 1s one of the
P L.

anginal Union could never have held the contment under mmpenal
control, but the way was now open for indefinite increase m population
and terntory with equally indefinite merease 0 national sohdanty and
strength If the Ord was 2 great ack of

50 was 1t 2 great 2chievement for the Amentcan democracy The frontier
was the seat of democracy, and now, with the opening of a new frontier
of staggenng size to settlement and eventual ainizenship, 1t could be
concenved that some day the conservative East mught bave to bow to 2
young, powerful, and aggresave West The young Revolutionary poet,
Phulip Freneau, wrote of st 1n 1785 that

Forsakuing kings and regal state,

(A debt that reason deems amuss)

The traveller owns, convincd though late,
Norealm so free, so blest as this—

The east 1s half to slaves ecnsign d,

And half o stavery more refined

Tt was m this ammosphere of radical success~or perhaps we should say
of evidence of radical thought and that the
of the Consatutional Convention in Phﬂadelp}ua began their labors
However opposed some of them, like Hammilton, might be to trustmg the
people with power, the whole trend of events for the past fifteen years
or more showed clearly that the common people would demand to a very
derble extent an embodying 1n the C of the pohxml
philosophy which had been their gospel 1n fighting for  *
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acquured by the poorer people All the royal prohubinons with regard 1o
cutting tunber were abolished, as were all guitrents everywhere, and

h relics of feudalism had d here and there Entail and
primogemiture, without which the perpetuation of great Janded estates
15 imposstble, were Iikewnse abolished In most States 1t was also provided
that the lands of an nterstate should be dinded equally among his
sons, 1f not all his chuldren Everywhere the Crown lands and great for
ferted estates had come mto possession of the State governments and
attempts were usually made to sell these as small holdings Even in that
stronghold of a moneyed anstocracy, New York, a new law discouraged
the sale of these lands i parcels of over five hundred acres, and James
De Lancey’s were settled by 275 persons In Pennsylvama the Penn
famuly estimated their confiscated estates as worth one mullion pounds
stethng Yet more mmp m providing Jand for settl and the
butlding up of the economuc democracy of the next fifty years was the
cancellation of the restuction aganst westward emgranen which had
been embodied i the Royal Proclamation of 1763 After much ne
gotiation, the claims of certan States, based upon the vague geograph
1cal terms 1n their old charters, were surrendered to the Confed
which came 1nto possession of almost all the land west of the mountains
and up to the Mississippr The one great act of statesmanship of the
now expinng Congress of the old government had been the Northwest
Ordinance, passed in 1787, for the purpose of providing for the governing
of this vast tract, which formed a possible colonial emprre as large as the
Union atself

Heretofore, 1n European thought, colomes had always occupied a

position 1nfenor to the mother country, and were supposed to be ruled
and exploited for her own benefit The Amencans, however, had had
thexr fill of that doctrine They had smarted under 1t when they had
been English colomals on the east stde of the mountams, and those who
hoped to settle on the west side of them had no stomach to resume that
status agam, with the seaboard States instead of England as there rulers
There was, however, no precedent whatever for the solution of the
problem ‘There was, on the other hand, the very serious problem of the
s1ze and future population of this Amencan empure There was room 1n
1t to carve out more States than the ongmal thirteen  There has already
been trouble enough, Heaven knows,’ thought the conservative Eastemn
ers, “with all these radicals who go out on the fronters and who ar

already upsetting everything 1n the old States If we £ill up this western

country, as big as our own with them and give them a voice 1n our

affairs, anything may happen ”
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numbers a compromse essential to win the adherence of the smaller of
the older commonwealths, and one destined to perpetuate and emphasize
the question of States’ nights In some respects the new government was 2
federal republic made up of savereign States, but m others 1t rested
durectly upon the people themselves Just as the State governments de-
med ther powers directly from the electorate so also did the new
Federal one denve 1ts directly from the mdividual voter and not 1n
durectly through the State governments In thus respect 1t was an entirely
new departure 1n the theory of government

After more than three months’ deliberation the document was com
Plete, the first wrtten Consutution offered to any nation, following m
this the precedents set by the several States It gave no speaal prvileges
to any one class or interest, nor did 1t lodge power m any of them
Unrestricted suffrage, representation based on numbers and the panty
promused to the new States to anse on the frontier assured as far as any
constitution could the growth of economic and pobiical equality In the
course of a century and a half, the Consntution has been greatly de-
veloped by mterpretation through judicial decistons, but as 1t stood m
17871t dered 1y d

There was, however, much m 1t that ran counter to the wishes of
many The prolubition agamnst the 1ssue of paper money and of laws
mpairng the obligations of contracts could be counted on to be opposed
strenuously by the whole debtor class Moreover national sentiment was
still weak as contrasted wath State loyalty, and many powers had been
taken from the States and given to the central government The for
bidding of the States to levy any mmport or expors duties was to make the
United States within ntself the greatest free trade area i the world
eventually, and greatly to mcrease the possibilities of national prospertty,
the scale of American bustness, and to intensify national solidarity, but
1t seemed a menacing encroachment m 1787

The deassion was reached, n accordance with the theory of the
Declaration of Independence, to submut the instrument directly to the

people for ranfication, and n every State conventions were elected to
— 1 - . . v — en cmeclahpon on

ments dunng st, had for twenty five years kept the public mind centred
on constitutional probl E 1y adroit not to say n
some cases even political chicanery, was needed before ratification was
secured from the frst nune States, which had been the number required
to put the Constitution nto force, but on the other hand the public

-



84 EPIC OF AMERICA

discussion was maintamed on 2 very ligh level The mnumerable pam
phlets and newspaper arucles, of which those gathered m The Federalist
were merely the most notable, called for a concentration of thought
that could hardly be counted upon today m a decision by the people
atlarge At last nine States ranfied, the new Constitution was declared m
force, and subsequently the other States adhered to 1t The old Congress
nonfied the people that their new government would enter upon tts
duties on March 4, 1789, and then ended 1ts own existence

We Americans may well take a 1 pde m the dinary
accomphishment of those dozen years, for no other nation has ever given
m a smmular pertod such an mmpetus to poharcal thought through practical
statesmanship Many of the 1deas were not new, but they had hitherto
been for the most part held by closet philosophers Amertca had pro
claimed them as a gospel for all mankind and as a working politcal
programme for a nation In the Declaration of Independence, made good
by war, the gospel of equality, of natural nghts, and of government by
consent of the governed, had attamed an influence and an authennaty
that no mere philosopher could secure for it In the Northwest Ordinance
we had shown how coloral status could be transformed into national
atizenship for an expandmg empire In the Constitution we had shown
how a Federal government could respect the sovereignty of its States
and yet denve 1ts sanction and power directly from the body of the
peaple In the device of a Constitutional Convention we had pointed out
a peaceful way for any nation to alter its fundamental law and m
stitutions We had also showed that a revolution could be held within
bounds 1if the people at large enjoyed a reasonable degree of economic
opportunity

The new government, however, was weal and untried The Con
stitution had been ratified 1n many States by the narrowest of margins,
and even 1f a majonity of the people approved of 1t, the oppostng mmonty
was nearly as large Fortunately the party system in politics had not yet
come 1nto being, the only “parties” having been those who were 1
favor of or opposed to ratifi called Federalists and Ant: Federal
The young government was thus saved a party contest and a partisad
president It was fortunate that there was one man mn the country 0
whom all eyes instinctively turned Washington was not elected Pres
1dent by the glamour of a successful career as general, as has happened
since, disastrously Just as 1n the war 1t had not been his sulitary gemus
but his character that won for him the adoration of his men and of
the nation, so now 1t was his character to which they clung agan 11 the
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cnsis of steering the new Ship of State through the shoals and out on the
Iigh seas

There was as yet no government organtzation or policy There were
no officeholders no clearly outlined duties, no departments, no prec-
edents no money on hand There were the mere piece of paper called
the Consutution of the United States of Amenca, 2 divided people,
huge debts, 2 worthless currency, and George Washington to give
stability to1t all 1f possible

For hus two chief advisers he chose Thomas Jefferson as Secretary of
State, and Alexander Hammlton, as Secretary of the Treasury

The two men were utterly different from each other mn almost every
tespect, yet oddly enough no other pair opposed to one another have ever
in our hustory mfluenced so permanently both of them, our thought and
practice as a nation Hamulton a West Indian boy probably of illegit
mate descent, had landed 1n New York with hus fortune to make A
lawyer, with an extraordmanly brilliant mind and attractive personality,
he won tus way, marmed 1nto a wealthy family, and became a leading
figure mn the State Jefferson had been born on the Virginia frontier
Hanlton, hving hus hfe among the moneyed class i New York with
s mtensely corrupt politics, had no behef whatever i the capaaity of
the common man to govern himself or others Jefferson mfluenced by the
French philosophers to some extent and living among the yeomanry of
one of the best frontier sections of the country had complete faith 1n the
ordinary atizen so long, at least, as the nation might rematn agricultural
Hamulton was a realist m politics Jefferson an idealist although he
proved a better party leader and organizer than his opponent Hamilton
believed 1n a strongly centralized government deriving 1ts mam support
from the moneyed class Jefferson beheved m government performing
tae of f n d | and 1n reliance upen the
farmers Hamulton was the achnowledged leader of the Federalist Party
Jefferson, who had been m France for some years as our representative
n Panss, returned to assume office without party At first the two men
succeeded 1n working together m the cabmet 1n modggate harmony, but
therr philosophies were too antagomstic, and 1t was not long before the
mevitable dislike and mutual lach of confidence began to show atself
Hamlton stood for strength, wealth and power Jefferson for the Amer
candream

To some extent the quarrel became sectional There had long been 2
certain amount of frction between the growing mercantilism of the
North and the planter class i the South Hamilton's first task was to
establish the credit of the new nation, and for this purpose he deemed
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1t essential to pay off the federal forergn and greatly depreciated domestc
debts at par, and also to assume the State debts He hkewise wished to
buld up as rapidly as possible a moneyed class from banking, shippimg,
manufacturing, and other industries as a support to the government He
advocated a national bank and a protective tanff, and saw no reason why
the South as well as the North should not develop an ndustrral and
financal Ife In fact, however, 1t bad not done so, and although the
future of both aguiculture and slavery was doubtful, an event happened
the very year after Hamilton offered his Report on Manufactures to
Congress which determined the course of the South for a century
Agneulture 1n that section had been rather going from bad to worse
The plantexs had long been 1n debt, slave labor was wasteful, though the
only labor available, and the future was distinetly uncertam The old
crops of nce, mndigo, and tobacco were no longer as profitable as they
had been, and 1t did not seem possible to raise cotton, as 1t took a slave
a month to get the seeds out of one bale A few expenments had been
made, but so impractical was Amertcan cotton culture considered that
n 1784 the Custom House mn England seized exght bales on the ground
that they “could not have been produced in America The demand had
become enormous, and the world production 1n 1791 was 490 000,000
pounds, of which only 138,000 were produced i the United States The
next year Elt Whitney, a young Massachusetts lad on a visit to Georgia,
nvented the cotton gin, which would clean a thousand pounds mn the
time 1t took a slave to clean only five In 1793 the South raised 487,000
pounds, 1,600,000 the next year, 6,276,000 the next, and 35,000,000 m
1800 Cotton had become king and the slase doomed to his slavery
The type of Southern culture was thus fixed until almost our own day
Simultaneously with the sudden nse of the Cotton Kingdom m the
South, Samuel Slater, a cotton mill operanve from England, was
Rhode Island trying to remember how the textile machinery which he
had tended 1n the old country had been built, for England prohibited
the export of any of the machines lest the mdustry might be set up
Jsewl Slater yjas ful, machines were built here, and the foun
dations laid for the growth of the New England textile mulls Great 25
the differences between the sections had already been, they were to be
mcreasingly emphasized duning the next half century .
1f America was to be happuest as a great industral nation, Hamulton's
pohicies were wise and essential The forces which have made the n
dustnal Umited States of to-day stem directly from the Hamltoni2n
prnaples On the other hand, i creating special privaleges for certait
classes, as m the tanff, 1n building up a moneyed class whose 1nterests
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would be distinet from, 1f not immucal to, those of the agncultural and
labormg ones, Hamalton's and politrcal d dly did
not denve from the Declaration of Independence Jefferson, who had
penned that document, the farmers, who wanted to buy manufactured
goods as cheap as possible, the debtors of all classes, the men of the
frontier, who wanted as little interference from government as might
be—all who believed 1n the Amencan dream were antagonized by this
wizard i the Treasury who, 1t seemed to them, was threatening to raise
up an engine of despotism and to sink them in the scale as contrasted
with hus privileged d men and speculators in

Meanwhile, a new section, to be of vast importance within a few
years, was ansing over the mountams—a new frontier to be followed
successively by others for a century 1n all of these the 1deas of Jefferson
and the Declaration were to find their strongest refuge and supporters
It was, in truth, the size of the country that was to save 1t for democracy
For better or worse, the Umited States of to-day was cradled m the
Mussissippr Valley As I have pomnted out before, had the Panific Ocean
washed the western slopes of the Allegt the type of cvil
would probably have continued along the lines of eighteenth-century
European culture which had so successfully sprung up 1 the colonies
by the peniod of the war How fine the fruit of that culture was to prove
we have seen in this present chapter, but 1t was not to be the American
type What was new in the Amertcan of that penod was chiefly owing
to the wilderness, but had the wilderness ended at the mountains, the
frontier would have ceased to be an mfluence for the land was fast
Blling up If the frontier had been closed n 1790 nstead of 1890, an
entire century of an irresistibly powerful moulding force would have
been lost By 1800, the North Atlantic seaboard was getting started on
Uts way toward an industrial future The South had been defmnvely
started on 1ts career as a great agricultural area based on the econormics
of slavery Nether of these would have produced what we think of as
the typical Amencan mimnd and character of to-day If we, as Amencans,
boast too much of our size, 1t 15 nes ertheless true that that size has shaped
usto what we are

As we have seen, the population had alteady begun to spill over the

before the Revol but after idependence was won, the

trckling streams became a flood In 1788 nearly a thousar‘ld bt:ats, coln
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settlers, however, were also pouring through passes over the mountams
from the South, and by 1790 there were at least 170 0oe mhabitants m
the Western country Kentucky was admutted as a State in 1791 and
Tennessee five years later, both with manhood suffrage for all males over
twenty one, though hentucky later qualified thisby white ”

If ever men were free these were The seaboard colomusts had not
only had therr charters, royal governors, and other symbols of impenid
rule, but had also had a certam sentimental tie wath the mother country
These new colonists who were now so rapidly building towns across the
‘mountains were at perfect hiberty to devise their awn governments and
that of the Umited States was too young and too weak to afford much bass
as yet for either loyalty or fear In fact, when many of the xmmigrants
had gone West and buile their stockaded village or made thexr sohtary
clearing there was no United States government worthy of the name
Here 1n the West was a colossal land of surpassing nichness which they
intended to make their own by therr blood and sweat, and 1n which they
planned to do as they chose Perhaps they would jom the United States
back East and perhaps they would not They had therr own problems,
and they would see how things turned out If the United States could
belp them to what they wanted, well and good Meanwhule, the world
was wide and there was an emptre to be won By 18oo the Ohto country
was raising crops for export to the value of $700 o0e, and butlding ships
for the European trade, by way of the Mssisssppr and her mbutary
nvers In 1803 the Duane of Putsburgh surprised the authontes of
Lrerpool by amwving there from a place never heard of, and a couple
of years later the Lowssiana of Manetta was trading between Italy and
England from the small Ohio town as her home port!

But there were difficultes South and Nerth The fastncreasing
produce of the West could not profitably be transported eastward across
the mountains to the seaboard Unuted States Its natural cutlet and mar
ket was down the Mississippr to the Gulf settlements of the Spamard o
overseas to Europe But the Gulf coast and the whole of Amenca west
of the great nver belonged to Span Nt only that, but she owned both
sides of the rver at New Orleans, and any trafic which passed between
her banks was allowed to do so by courtesy and not by night The Amer
1cans, with new 1ast 1deas of continental expansion, were also begn
ning to look not merely for an outlet for their commerce but to the grest
plams of the Southwest, and even the nch avilization and rmes of
Mexico Spain had a full realization of this, and felt that the only wav
to present the expansion, wth 1ts threat to her Amencan empire, Was 10
push up agamst the descending flood and try to crowd 1t back She re
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fused to surrender Natchez, which belonged to us by the treaty with
England, claimmng that Englands tle had been defecve, and New
Otleans and Natchez became double corks m the bottle nech which was
the only outlet for our West Not satisfied with that, Span butlt more
posts on American soil, and entered into intrigues with prominent West
emn Amencans General James Wilkinson, for example, was stmulta
neonsly 1n the pay of the Unted States army and of the Spanish secret
service The Westerners felt that the new government i the East was
not giving them sufficsent help and that they would have to Jook after
themselves They had little respect for Spansh power, and thought that,
with some judicious fishing 1n troubled watess the tme might come
when they could conquer a south n emprre for th hes made up
of the Mississippr Valley, Texas, and Mexico With the most magnuficent
and nchest part of the whele contment 1n therr possession they mught
need to bother no more with the “United States” across the almost impass
able mountams There were also plenty of men m the East who would
have had no regrets sf the problem of possible mvasion of Western
radicalism mght thus be got id of

As the Westemners looked south to the Gulf or west across the nver to
the farther West, they twere thus confronted with a hostile and intriguing
Spam_ As they looked north to the great region of forests and fur trade
they were confronted with a no less hostile and ntngng England
Both nations worked on the Indians to attach the Amencans on thei
own soil Moreover England hibe Spain, not only refused to surrender
her army posts wathn our terntory, but also buslt new ones The United
States as we have said had not carried out all the terms of the Treaty of
Peace, notably the ane which had pledged the navonal faith to offer
every facihity in the Amencan cousts for the collection of bona fide pre
war debts owing to English merchants by Americans. Taking advantage
of this derehetron of duty on our side the English government contnued
to hold the North country coll furs, mfl the In
ditn tnibes agamst us, and holding back Amencan sertlemenr. The
temtory clearly belonged to us, yet was held by the Brtish army This
was all that the Westetn sestlers could see, as they knew Litdle and cared
less about unpaid debts to English creditors by seaboard debtors The
frontier spint 1n any case would have been on the nde ot any debor,
especially when the debts were owed to our late enemics The Western
ers hated the Spamard for hus strangle bold on therr Mississippt ouler,
but they hoped to deal with, and even despoul, hum later It seemed more
hopeless to drslodge the English, and therr hatred of the Tatter became
ntense
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Over the mountains to the east, the new government was not oblvious
of what was gong on m the West, nor even as to what was i the mmds
and dreams of the Westerners, but the government was weak, and
Washington felt that everything possible had to be done to gan tune
for domestic loyalty to develop, and to heep out of foreign war There
was a party m England which would have adopted a conciliatory policy
toward our new country, but the opposition had won, and cur ships had
been debarred from the lucrative West India commerce, which had for
merly been one of the chief bases of our shipping trade Moreover, war
had broken out mn Europe after the French Revolution, and as neutrals
we were sulfening depred: upon our c , none of the bellg
erents having, because of our weakness, any respect for our nghts, which
were mn any case rather vaguely defined Washmgton played the game of
diplomacy patiently, but out 1n the West ‘Mad Anthony” Wayne had
taught the Miamus and Shawnees and other Western tribes 1n the battle
of Fallen Trmbers that perhaps 1t mght not be well for them to rely too
much upon their fniends the Bntish

Meanwhile John Jay had been negotiating with England, and 10
November 1794 signed a treaty by which the Enghsh agreed at last to
hand over the Western posts and evacuate the country, but at the expense
of commercial condinons thar enraged the Atlantc seaboard No
other treaty ever made by us has been so unpopular, and 1t was an act
of great courage on Washington s part to sign st The West, however, had
been ransomed, and a breathing space gained from the threat of Euro-
pean war “If this country 1s preserved 1n tranquithity twenty years longer,
1t may bid defiance 1n a just cause to any power whatever,” wrote the
President, “such m that ume wall be 1ts population, wealth, and re-
sources ” Pohtical parties were now being formed, with intense rancor
agamst each other, and dunng the next two years Washington was
butterly attacked by a portion of the press Wisely refuning to tun for 2
third time, and thus establishing a precedent, he made hus Farewell
Address to hus countrymen on September 17, 1796 He warned them
agamnst chenshing “inveterate antipathies” or “passionate attachments”
for any other nations, and urged that we might keep ourselves, 1n the
then conditton of the world, from all entangling allances with Europe
which had a set of mnterests unshared by us

When Jay's Treaty was signed, peace had come temporarly to the
nations of Europe, and as England had withdrawn from the North,

and the times were not propitious for further intngue, Spam, who ha
decided that perhaps a definite boundarv was preferable to expeditions
of Amencans 1nito her terntory, agreed on the 31st parallel as the souther?
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Iine of the United States east of the Mississippr, and granted the much
longed for nght of nauigation of that river and shipping of goods through
New Orleans By 1798 she had evacutated her posts on American soil,
and the Westerners at last came mnto possession of their termtory Now
that the intnigues of both English and Spanish no longer set the Southern
and Northern tribes on the war path, the saiages could be more easily
dealt with, and the ncrease m Amertcan populanon became rapd all
the way from Georgua to the Great Lakes The heart of the new Amen
camsm began to find 1ts home 1n the heart of the contiment, m the new
emptre of the Mussissipps Valley America would not have become what
1t did 1n mind and sprt had we clung to the shores of the Atlanbe
For better and worse both, the new Amenca was the child of ‘Ol Man
Rver, nurtured 1n the vast domam which had been his through all the
ages It was on frontier after frontier of lus vast domain that the Amenican
dream could be prolonged unul 1t became patt of the very structure of
the Amencan mind
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Anour 1800 thete were three racal fronters in the West, alkthough ue
have been apt to think only of the one sieadilv advancing from the
fnnge of the Unnted States Withun the finuts of our own temtory as
marked aut in the Treaty of Peace, there was sull 2 scattered hne of
settfements which were French m culture and long remasned so Detroyt,
which 15 naw the fourth largest wty 1n onr country, remamed French
10 character unol ssell into the mneteenth century, and even after the
Cnal War us French ancestry was clearly nonceable From there down
the Mississippy Valley, through Vincennes, St Lows, and smaller pasts
© New Odeans, the French mfuence and character were strongly
marked, all of this stnng of settlements Iyng as vet beyond the ad
vanaing phalanxes of the Americans, with a broad swathe of undevel
oped wilderness betwecn

At New Orleans, the French met and mingled with the other Laun
stream of the Spansh, wha extended from Flonda to the Paofic. The
roan body of the Spamish Empure was, of course, in Mexico and South
Amenica, but this hed a vast and smpractcally evtended frontier fine
from the army posts 1n the Tlondas, through New Orleans, San Aptomo
and other setlements m Texas, Santa Fé in New Mexico, snd serageling
settlements up the coast of Cahforms Santa Barbara, Santa Cruz,
Monterey, San José, San Franasco, had all been founded m the cmf;‘l
eenth century, as well as Los Angeles, nosw the ffth largest iy n e
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United States There were many military posts, called presidios, and
Jeswit missions along the coast, at which twenty thousand nommally
Chnstamzed Indians had been gathered, but the Spamish population
within the hmts of the present United States was small—not over
twelve hundred 1n Calfornia, and probably less than that number 1n the
other northern provinces The expansive powers of Spain had long smce
failed, and 1n any case 1t would have been impossible to settle thickly
a frontier Iine of such endless length edging an entire continent Texas,
New Mexaco, Cahforma, were each at the end of a long overland trail
from Mexico City, and were mere outposts of empire agamnst Indians,
E“SIJSh, French, and Russians, the last threatening southward expansion
ftom Alaska The culture of the Spantards, however,—notably m archt
tecture and hustorical romance,—has been far out of proportion to ther
numbers, and 1n these and other ways the Spamish mfluence still persists
throughout the South, and 1n the Far West

We haye had much, and shall have more, to say of the infuence of the
frontier on our national life However, we must not forget that, as has
been already ponted out m regard to the form of colonial governments,
the mfluences of and ate always depend
upon what, for lack of clearer knowledge, we call race The French
Voyageurs who paddled their canoes along the streams, or the French
farmers who tlled thexr fields around Detroit and remamed almost un
changed Norman peasants generation after generation did not react to
the frontier as did the English No more did the Spaniards m Cahfornia,
who spent therr time hunting on horseback, or with music and games,
and, when supply ships came by sea, with balls and gay festwals The
frontier was, perhaps, the most important moulding fnfluence in American
Wfe But that was because the people who came under its mfluence
were for some reason peculiarly receptive to 1t Professor ‘Turner per
formed a great service when he caused the whole of American history
to be Tewntten 1n terms of the frontier, but 1¢ 15 well to remember that,
Just because frontier ifluence has not been umiversal, there must also
be racial factors m our case to account for our receptivity toward it That
the Amencans and, to a lesser extent, the English race everywhere were
Teceptive s all that need concern us now

The new American frontier that was formng around 18co was dif
ferent from preceding ones, and more typically “American,” as we Thave
come to consider 1t The first frontter of settlement had not really been
an “Amencan” fronner at all All the settlers had England for a back
ground Poor and well todo, learned and unlearned, gentlemen and la
boters, were mingled m fauly close contact As a newer frontier formed
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at the back of the old settlements, there was, 1t 15 true, no European back
ground, but the pioneers were nowhere far from our oldest settled
country To a considerable extent, however, 1n passing the population
through this second sieve, the learned and gentle were left behind, and
rawness and lack of culture were increased along the border The Amer
1can population has been squeezed through such a sieve over and over
again, and, when the first mgrauons over the mountains occurred, there
was another elnmnation of education and refinement Moreover, with
each successive swarmung out from the older settlements the bachground
of culture and beauty became more and more meagre The first settlers
had come from the nich background of old England, ats churches and
hedgerows and old, old villages, 1ts handicrafts and househald arts even
m the homes of the small farmers In the colontes, by the later third of
the exghteenth century, a civilization of no mean order had ansen, as we
have seen, but 1t was different The good archutecture was confined
almost wholly to the modest dwellings of the upper class There were
no great bunldings of any sort The churches—with a few exceptions—
were everywhere, for the most part barnhke, bare, and ugly The homes
of the poor had begun to take on that unpamted packing box effect of
bare utihty with no pretense to beauty that has ever since been one of the
depressing aspects of our countryside In their mtenors, all interest in
the carving or pamnting of furmiture had disappeared, and a crude utility
had obliterated any striving for the @sthenc
Laife had been growing freer and more independent for the poor, but
also less cultured in the broadest sense American advance has alwavs n
volved a selection If that selechion has meant that the more democrane,
the more 1nd. d g and amt —as well, 1t must not
be forgotten, as the more shiftless,—have passed on to the frontiers as
pioneers, so has it also meant that those for whom education, the pleas-
ures of social life, zsthetic and intellectual opportunities of one sort
and another have counted as more mmportant than a matenal getting
shead, have for the most part usually stayed behind They have been
deposited 1n “older settl " Like the sed: 1n a stream
1n flood
Although the hunter and Indian trader had always made a blurred

fringe ahead of actual setdement 1n the wilderness, the earhier frontiers
had been made up of permanent home builders Gradually, however, the

more charactensic trple advance of cvilizaton began Fust went the

adventurers, a motley crew of hunters, traders, ne'er-do wells, restless

and discontented spints, men, also, fired with the spmt of adventure

1n the untried and unknown As others of a somewhat more substantia)
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sort followed, the first wonld feel cramped, sell out their scantily cleared
fields and move on Behind the second line of advance was a third,
whose members came 1n greater numbers, brought soctal organization of
schools and newspapers and churches, built towns and pushed ahead of
them the second Line of those who had got used to sem: wilderness conds
tions, as those, m turn, had pushed ahead of them the first Lners wha
felt cramped wath nerghbors a dozen miles away But the torch of fron
teer mfluence was handed back rapidly from one Line of advance to
another, and when we speak of the frontier we mean, m general, all
three of the lines up to such penod as the third began to be “old,” “set
tled,” or “conservative ”

To a considerable extent, this might happen fauly quickly, and by
1793 there were already three newspapers established to the west of the
Alleghanres but tlus did not prevent the overpowenng mfuence of
fr:mner life and thought. We have already spoken of the effects of such

N aemnctant mereace M

The older and more substantial men became more and more hesitant
about venturing, and the frontier rapidly became young An enthusiastic
youthfulness becomes one of 1ts clearest notes Hope and mexpenence
combine to emphasize the freedom and democracy of the wilderness and
of economuc equality Fadlures there were 1n plenty The whole front of
the Amencan advance was strewn with them, men and women who
dropped down to the moral, economuc, and mellectual level of 2 Thopeless
and shiftless poverty But 1n the buoyant air of freedom, of youth and
of opportumty, 1t was thosc who succeeded who gave the tone to the
' of the frontier everywl
Success on the frontier~on the mnumerable fronticrs thar have fol

lowed one another across the contment—meant materal success, tinged
with politres Almost all those who went to the frontier were poot, and
even 1o buy Jand at a dollar an acre, work and stock 1t, meant gong into
debt The fundamental problem, which united the whole frontier in 2
bond of sympathenc understanding, was to make money, or at Teast to
build up the matenal structure of a home The mark of that struggle
remamed on everyone Matenal success became 2 good mn itself that
could not be questioned The only other success which the hie offered
was that of local leadership, becommg 3 hnown and followed man m
one’s commumity For that 1t was essential that one should be able, s0 to
sy, to swing an axe, to get one’s self on m the rough and hard Ufe, to
mix with one s nexghbors on a plane of equabity, or, if 2 but 2bove them
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to be that bit only 1n the abilittes they admired, the abihitses that enabled
one to be 2 good frantiersman On the one hand, the man who was
merely vinle, strong, ambitious 1n a matenal sense, was much more apt
to make a success 1n that hard hfe than the man who by tramng or
P d the of good society, who was learned ot
cultivated and who cared more about such things than about spendmg
hus hfe making a clearng and adding acre to acre On the other hand the
frontiersmen, possessing none of these things, but others of value, natu
rally 1dealized themselves and therc quahties, and came to look down
upon those different from themselves, as the Puntan had looked down
upon those with whom he differed as being morally mferor Just 2
American Puntanism had become intolerantly narrow, so was the bte
of the frontier, and thus two of the strongest influences n our life
religion and the fronner, made mn our formatwe pertods for a limited
and intolerant spmtual ife
The develop of that vast which 15 one of our charac-
tenstics belongs to the next peniod, but already there was growing up on
the frontier that selfconfidence which breathes a behef that we know
our own business better than anyone else Life on the frontier was ex
tremely narrow, and success 1n 1t called for the combination of a few
primal qualitres, not of a very high order, save perhaps those of physical
courage apd dogged perseverance whuch, after all, can be found also
elswhere The fact, however, that 2 man who was more than this simple
type was less hkely to be a success in frontier terms tended to make the
frontier mustrust his quahities and greatly enhanced 1ts complete trust 10
s own Because the had developed the nght
of qualiies to conquer the wildemess, they began to believe quite
naturally that they knew best, so to say, how to conquer the world to
solve 1ts problems and that therr own quahities were the only ones worth
a man’s having Among these came to be aggressiveness self assertion
and a certamn unteachableness
Self-confidence was greatly increased by the simphaty of the froners
man’s problems and of his life There were none of the complications
of an old and settled community Under the new Land Law of 1800 2
settler could buy smaller eracts of land, paying down only fifty cents 20
acre, the balance of a dollar and a half an acre being nomunally sprex
over four years Boys usually marmied at exghteen or twenty, when the
had saved a hundred dollars or so, and gels at fourteen to sisteen The
brdegroom might receive as gifts a horse, seed and a few {mplements
the bnide a bed, perhaps a cow, a few chairs and kitchen utensils The
neighbors jomed together to build a rough house mn a few days, and the
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couple were well started Chuldren, ten to a dozen, and sometimes twenty
or more, were w elcomed as affording, almost from the time they were able
to walk, additional labor for the pawr, and almost no expense, though
some additional torl Food came from the farm, clothes were homemade,
there were no bulls for doctors or schoohing, and, when old enough to
marry, the chuldren would start out as thexr parents had For those settlers
who enlarged their economic operations, the problems of money oned to
Eastern creditors and of markets for outlet of surplus products mght
become of butter importance, but for countless individual settlers hfe was
reduced to its simplest terms

But, sf ife was ample, 1t was almost unbearably narrow If there was
almost no prvacy, sometimes a dozen persons hving 1 one soom and
every neighbor knowing his neighbor s business nevertheless there was
geeat loneliness also and little or nothing for minds to feed on In the
Iife of the colomal Amencans, and later of our fronmers i each wave
of advance, we can trace the lack of desire for privacy, and the craving
for news and gosstp of any sort to break the monotony of empty munds
m lives of little vanety and in commumues whese everyone 15 doing
precisely what ks neighbor 1s domng The simple economuc conditions
of marrtage 1n Amenca had done away with the Furopean 1dea of dow
nes, and Amenican boys and guls ‘ marned for love, but the hard gnnd
1ng work of daily toil and the mcessant cluldbearing feft irele time for
Tomance, and both minds and emotions became starved

Just as Willam Bradford, m trying to account for the prevalence of
unnatural vice at Plymouth, with 1ts relsgrous repression, had suggested
that human nature, dammed 1n one direction would find outlets mn an
other, so the empuness of hife on the frontier, and to some extent among
the poor of the older settlements, led the emotions to find rehef m wild
orgies At first the religion of the frontier had been to 2 great extent the
Preshytenan, but about 1800 the less mtellectual and more emononal
appeal of the Baptist and especially the Methodist farth swept the fron

Bersmen mto those folds These denormnations did not believe 1n a
Y v 1 1 em sbos avant nne The almost

company

ons of his

starved socral and emotional Life were suddenly removed by the mass

psychology of these vast gathermes, at which thousands wauld exhibit
pathological symptoms 1n umson

One of the greatest of these, held in Bourbon County, Kentucky, m

1801, was attended by twenty five to thirty thousand persons coming

from a crremt of a hundred miles Seventeen preachers as ell as manv

v



98 EPIC OF AMERICA

1 preached ¢ ly from a Fnday to the followmg Thurs
day, and at one time, 1t 1s said, three thousand followers lay unconscious
on the ground in rehigious swoons, while five hundred ‘jerked” and
‘barked’ in unison One prayer felled three hundred of them In the
mnumerable meetings of the sort dunng the next half century, 1 the
poorer parts of the East and throughout the South and the West, the reh
gious frenzy often passed into a sexual orgy, and as dusk came on, and
the preacher played on the emotional natures of Ius hearers, he would
be surrounded by a mass of humanity 1n which all mtellectual contrdl
had been released, some falling msensible, some wnthimg m fits some
crawhing and barking hike dogs, some having the “jerks,” and others throw
ng themselves m couples on the ground among the trees in frenzes of
sensual passion Although such meetings were greatly objected to by the
more substantial men, they were a natural outcome of the abnormal
conditions 1 many sections of Amertcan hfe Man craves an outlet for
s emotions, and these had been pletely starved 1n the
hard working, lonely, drab of the outer settl and fron
trer

The camp meetings, with all their pathological symptoms, merely
throw a lund hight on a more general factor which was beginmng to
have influence 1n Amenca All the way down the stream of European
life, from savagery through pagamsm to the Middle Ages, there had
been m most penods various outlets for man’s emotronal nature There
were the household arts and crafts, in which man's zsthenc emotions,
however crude, found some self-expression There were the relhigious
pageants, services, and festivals, full of color and emotional content, many
of them denved unconsciously from those of pagan days There was
much 1 the communal hfe of one sort and another that brought people
together and gave mterest and color to therr hves Almost all of this had
disappeared in Amenca Self-exp mn art had, as we have noted
been abandoned under the stress of the struggle for mere matenal com
fort Owing largely to Puntanism, the religious festivals had been aban
doned and all msthetic emotion had been bamished from church
services The early Church m Europe, frownmg on many festivals a5
pagan, had been forced to restore them for the mental health of the
people and to bless them 1 the name of Chnsnanity There was noth
mg i the hard working, drab Iife of the American poor and proneers
to take the place of all these things Mind and emotion became lng""w{'
ing, and nature took 1ts revenge 1n the form of occasional outbursts (;I
vilent exaitement ‘The camp meeting 1s 2 key to much that we sha
find even 1n presentday life, 1n a nation even yet emotionally starving
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‘The West was growang rapidly In 1800 the terntory of Indiana” was
set off from the Northwest Terntory because of the radicals objections
to the governor St Clair Three years later the State of Ohio was formed
and admtted to the Union wath the most democratic constitution of any
State yet—judges for example being appomted by the legislature and
for perods of seven yeats mstead of for hfe or good behavior Population
Was ncreasing so fast that there seemed no limit to possible development
There was comparamsely httle 1ntercourse with the old Fast and the
nver” gave to the whole of the States now being built up a umty of e
and direction of which they were very self-conscious There was a free
West and a slave-owning West but these sections were bound together
by the subtle tie of both bemng “West and by the more matenal one of
“Ol Man Ruver ” who brought them all together and promused to be the
great common outlet for all their produce

There was no market in the East owing to the cost of transporting
produce over the mountains There were only creditors there for most
of the Westerners owed money either to Jand comparnies or the govem
ment from whom they had bought their lands on partial payment or
to individuals for the exp of devel Already the East was
beginning to be regarded as grasping anstocratic snobbish dangerous
effete and undemocratic by those who breathed the free air of mortgege
encumbered acres Then suddenly a rumor came that Spam had ceded
the terntory of Lowisiana wath the port of New Orleans to France
and that France might bottle up all Western energy and prosperity by
closing the mouth of theiver!

Back 1n the East which was begmning to look small as compared
with the boundless stretch from the Appalachans to the Rockies North
and South were developing fast and n some respects far apart from
€ach other and from the West In the South the cotton g had done its
work and created a new economic order Agnculture and slavery had
ceased to be unprofitable In South Carolna Georgia and Alabama
the cotton kingdom had ansen wth 1ts great estates and 1ts insanable
demands for more land and more slaves The tobacco planters of Virgimia
who a generanon before had been willing to talk of emancipation pow

found the breeding of slaves for the ever yawning market more fo the
south a profitable adyunct to their felds although prospenty did not
Teturn to the great houses Throughout all the country south of the
Potomac however the social structure of the ante-bellum period sowell
known n song and story was rapidly crystallizing Life was utterlv
different from that 1n the West but because both sections were agricul
tural and i debt the polinical philosophy of each was agranan Both
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feared the growing money power 1n the North, and the small democratic
farmer of the West and the great landed magnate of the South both
dishked the Northem merchant and banker socially—one because he
had no manners, and the other because he had too much'

Jefferson, as we have seen, trusted the common man, but only-a fact
which 15 now often forgotten—when that man was a farmer, large or
small, and had the self reliant, individualistic conservative traits that the
ownership and working of the soil develop He had no faith whatever in
2 aty proletanan class Nor had he farth m a purely moneyed class of
the towns This had been one of hus chief reasons for opposing Haml
tons attempt to create such classes, which are always found together
In the South, John Taylor of Caroline gave emphatic vorce to the
Southern and Western fears A capitalistic class based on manufactunng
stockjobbing banking, and speculation was bound, 1n his opmion to
bing about class hatreds It would exploxt the people at large as ruth
lessly as ever royal, noble, or church classes had done, and at the same
tume be far more difficult to reach or control because 1t had no distinct
legal status or privileges as a cluss 1t would have no legal obligations
gomng with 1ts posinon and would work subtly underground for its own
selfish mterest in public opinion or any polincal party In the course of
time 1t wonld ruin the country

Hamilton, however, had been successful-at least partally so His
policies of refunding, assumption, and of a bank, as well as the tanft
to be later adopted had given an enormous impetus to the buillding up
of a moneyed nterest but that interest, mnstead of extending through
out the country as he had expected, had become localized in the North,
where 1t was to remain entrenched until the present day

For the building up of such an interest both labor and capital were
necessary We have already noted the difficulty of getting the former in
the North, in the absence of free laborers or slaves The New Englanders,
however, now busy starting thee new textile mulls, solved the problem
for the generation of 1800 onward For vanous reasons there was much
distress among the small farmers, which accounted fos the great emigra
tion to the West Many, however, could not emigrate because of abject
poverty or other causes To operate their new machmes, the mill owners
exploted these condiions by seizing on the wves and children of m
pasenshed farmers  In collecting our help ” wrote one, “we are obliged
to employ poor farmbies, and generally those haying the greater number of
children * Tending machines, wrote another did not require men, but
was better dape by girls of from six to twelie years of age OF these
great numbers xcre set to wark to create the capital required bv ther
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employers In one Rhode Island plant 1 1801, Josiah Quincy found one
hundred of them at work, for from twelve to twenty five cents a day,
there being 2 “dull dejection 1n the countenances of all of them” Pos
sibly three quarters of the operatives were young women, but sometimes
an entire family let themselves out In one case, for example, 2 man
signed a contract for $5 0o 2 week for lumself, $2 oo for his sixteen
year-old son, $1 50 for Ius thurteen yearold son, $1 25 for hus deughter
of twelve, $ 83 for hus boy of ten, $2 33 for lus sister, $1 50 for her son
of thirteen, and $ 75 for her daughter of esght With a labor supply thus
arranged for, the outlook was bnight for the rapid production of capital
from manufactunng

Shipping, however, was producing 1t more rapidly It had been dis
covered that by buying furs for very httle on the coast of Alaska and
selling them for a great deal to the Clunese, and by repeating the
operation with goods bought 1n Chna and sold here, large profits could
be made This and other shipping routes began to pile up fortunes for
men who came from nothing to affluence 1n a short tme A mercantile
“anstocracy,” as ats descendants like to call 1t, was bemng built up m
Salem, Boston, Newport, New York, and other ports Although we
ustally hear much more of the Massachusetts ships than others the
greatest fortunes were built by men hike Astor of New York and Girard
of Philadelphia, who 1n the first decade of the century became Amerncas
Brst millionaies Money was coming to count for more 1 Amencan
Iife and to spell power Success loomed much larger, and Astor and
Gurard, whose predatory methods were notonous became two of the
most powerful men 1n the country, men whose words were respectfully
bistened to 1n the Congress now located 1n the new aity of Washington

Astor was a czar 1n the Far Northwest fur trade, where his power was
greater than that of the Federal governments and a man who, hke
Gurard, could order hus London bankers to make a single mvestment of a
half million dollars out of lus 1dle balance was beginning fo exert a
new sort of influence The country was gettng nch fast, but there
were multitudes of men besides John Taylor of Caroline who looked
anxiously at the portents m the North “We have,” wrote John Adams in
1808, one material which actually constitutes an anstocracy that gov
ems the nation That matenal 15 wealth Talents, birth, vartues, services
sacafices, are of Lttle consideration with us” He added that the object
of both political parties was “chuefly wealth ” Connecticut was and al
ways had been, he said, governed by a half-dozen or a dozen families at
most

Locking back later, Emereon wroteneshans somewhat too sw eepmgly,
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beheve would work That 15 the modern Amencan paradox In 1800
however, America was still at the parting of the ways, and 1t yet scemed
possible that the nation might choose to follow in the pure doctrine of
esther one or the other leader

Theze 15 no doubt that Jeff was the A doctrine
stemmung straight from the Declaration of Independence, which he had
drawn up, and from the whole theory upon which the War of Secession
from England had been fought If the common man were to be sub-
merged beneath a Iierarchy of the moneyed class, 1t was not easy for
lum to see wheremn he had gamed by substituting for a polical king
three thousand mules overseas a creditor hing at hus cottage door If
America has stood for anything unique 1 the history of the world 1t
has been for the Amencan dream, the belief 1n the common man and
the msistence upon his having as far as possible, equal opportumty in
every way with the nich one

By 1800 the common man was up m arms against the Federalst
Party wth 1ts openly expressed disbelef 1n him and 1ts effort to control
him The great debtors of the Southern plantations and small debtors
of the Western cleanings were equally distrustful of the nising financial
powers of the North They had seen the Northern speculators 1ake m
almost all the profit denved by the Hamil policies of redemp
and assumption Of the nationa] debt, the one State of Massachusetts
held more than all the Southern States combined They had watched the
nse under government favontism of 2 mercantile-shipping manufactur
1ng banking group whose 1nterests they believed, not without reason,
to be directly opposed to those of the farmers and planters From 1796
t0 1800 they had seen the expenses of the Federal government mount
from $5,800,000 to $10,800,000, while 1n 1798 the party which had
built up the moneyed class by special privilege laid a direct tax on
houses, lands, and slaves, the weight of which fell to a Far greater extent
upon the planter in the South, and the poor everywhere, than upon the
new nich of the North Jefferson had been biding his time, and the
general discontent 1n 1800, combied with the split in the Federalist
Party, gave him us opportunity

The presidennal campargn of 18co was fought with great bittemess,
the clergy of Connecticut 1n particular contnbuting a most ungodly
amount of unchnistan lyng about Mr Jefferson With the almost sold
backing of the South and West, and the addition of large numbers from
the poor farmer and aty laboring class m the North, the Republican
(later the Democratic) Party won easily, although, owing to the syster
then 1n force, there was a tie vote between Jefferson and Burr for highest




AMERICA SECEDES FROM THE OLD WORLD 105

place This was settled i the House of Representatises as provided for
by the Constitution, and Jefferson was clected On the last evening
before he renired from office, John Adams appointed a number of Federal
yudges, as he had shortly before appointed John Marshall as Chuef Justice
of the Supreme Cowst, with profound and lasting effect upon the de-
velopment of both the Constitutton and the nanon The judicrary was
the only branch of the government from which the Federalists had not
been swept clean from office In the past dozen years they had rendered
great sersices to the country, but their poliical philosophy of governing
by an oligarchy of wealth, talent, and birth was wholly un Amencan 2s
iterpreted by the great mass of the Amencan people The Amencan
phulosophy was based on the of and
bad won Farmers, Jefferson had said, “are the true representatives of
the great Amenican terest, and are alone to be relied upon for expressing
the proper Amencan sentiments ” They had responded by expressing
those sentiments at the polls wath exceptional clanty

Jefferson’s election was a trnumph for the American dream We have
seen how, in spite of the vast changes due to followng Hamilton 1n
our business life, Amenica even yet chings to the Jeffersonian behef n
the common man This 15 sull an axom with mllions of Amencans
who have forgotten or never heard of Jefferson s distncnion between
“common men of varymg industrial pursuits But subconsciously that
distinction seems to have lingered until wathin a decade or so, for the
Amencan farmer has been considered to be the special repository of the
Amencan virtues, m spite of the enormous increase m other classes of
toders Up to the Great War, 1t was an asset of no small value to 2
public man to have been rassed on a farm, to have been a “barefoot boy,
with cheek of tan"—mn spite of the fact that nearly half the boys m
the nation were by that time being brought up to dodge automobiles n
€10851ng caty streets

The feacs of Jefferson’s opponents that hus entsy upon office would
usher 1n 2 reign of anarchy were wholly without foundation The dis
graceful predictions of the Reverend Timothy Dwight, Congregauonal
“Pope” of Connecticut and President of Yale College, that if Jefferson
were elected “we may see our wives and danghters the victims of legal
Prostitution, soberly dishonored, speciously polluted, the outcasts of gel
1cacy and vartue, the loathing of God and man,” sumply did not come to
Pass As a matter of fact, although he was not a professng Chnstan,
few more gentnely religious men than Jefferson ever entered the White
House, although the New England clergy, like all others, subtly i
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fluenced by the economuc 1nterests of the ncher members of their con
gregations, could not appreciate that fact

Jefferson msisted upen maintaming the national credit, and upon the
payment of all debts, public and pnvate His first four years were a
period of excell 1 goy 11 d by one of the
most brilliant coups m international polinics that have ever been seen

By 1800 there were a mullion Amencans settled 1n the terntory which
the Bntish government had tnied to close to proneers by the Proclamanon
of 1763 Every little village and scrub town along the Western mers—
Puttsburgh, Wheeling Cincinnati, and hosts of others—was dreammng
of 3 future m which 1t would be a great centre of wealth and populanon
There 1s never any past on the frontier, only a future, and cne of the
most radical changes which frontier mentality undergoes 15 preasely
this complete shuft of orientation 1n time To dream solely of the future
mstead of the past 1s bound to act as a powerful solvent on one's entire
stock of 1deas and mental processes The rumar, therefore, that Spawn had
ceded Lowsiana to France and that France was to close the niver” came
as a profound shock, not merely to business plans of the moment, but
to the whole dream the West had been dreaming

For two years France repeatedly lied denying that any transfer had
taken place, but at last she was ready to act openly and in October 1802
the agent at New Orleans clased the nver to American commerce Spain
had ceased to be a power 1n the Missisaippt Valley The future of the
West depended again on France, and Napoleon had turned the key on
the only door which opened on the world From flatboat to flathoat,
niver town to niver town, the news leaped frantically wp “the nver” and
along 1ts tnbutanes It was carned overland by swift couner from Natchez
to Washington, and reached Jefferson 1n the White House

The President knew his West He knew how shght the bond of eco-
nomic mnterest was that held 1t to the East He knew the dream 1t
dreamed, and that 1f no help came promptly from the Federal goem
ment, the poneers would take matters into their own hands, rush France
out of 1ts slender hold on the Gulf, plunge the nation into war, and per
haps set up for themselves a huge trans Appalachun State a Unsted
States of the Missisuppt The Federalists hoped a chance had come to
break Jefferson’s populanty in the West, and howled for war Jefferson,
howeser, had Jong foreseen the cnisis Six months before, he had wnitten
to the Amenican Minister 1n Pans that the day France took possession Of
Netw Orleans, “we must marry ourselues to the Batish fleet and nation
Fust, however, he would try pacific means, and without dwulging bis
purpose he obtamned an suthonzation from Congress of a million dollars
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for expenses incidental to out intercourse with foreign nations He then
nstructed the Minuster 1n Pans to attempt to buy New Orleans and the
Flonidas, the 1stand of New Orleans alone, or, at worst, the nght of
nZ‘lga[lOﬂ

There were ample reasons, some known and others not (including
the imminence of war with England), why at that moment Napoleon
Was anxious to turn an uncestam liabihity 1 the New World into cash
i the Ol On Apn! 11, 1803, he defied the British Ambassador and
simultaneously offered the Amencan Mimister, Robert Livingston, and
our specsal envoy, James Monroe, the whole of Lowisiana Terms were
quickly arcanged, and mn less than three weeks the United States had
secuted the entire contment from the east bank of the Mississippa to the
Rocky Mountans, and from northem Texas to the Canadian border,
for a total sum of fifteen mllion dollars  OF Man Ruver” had become
American for hus whole four thousand miles of impenal extent A mullion
square miles had doubled the size of the country, three fourths of which
was now “the West” By a strohe of the pen, the national centre of
gravity had shifted as 1f by a convulsion of nature

Mesnwhile an event had occurred 1n Washington which was also 0
alter matenally the development of the nation, although 1t had none of
the spectacular quality of Jefferson's statesmanshup In delnenng an
opimion in the case of Marbury v Madison, Chuef Justice Marshall had
quetly laid down the principle that ‘a legislanve act contrary to the
Constitution 1s not law . that a law repugnant to the Constitution 15
vord ” The Supreme Court thus placed the corner stone of 1ts power of
legislative review Congress was not, hke Parhament, to express the
legistaue will of the people The veto of the elected President could be
overnidden 1f desired, but not the judicial veto of a majortty of our nune
yudges apponted for e if their verdict should be, Unconstitutional

Jefferson's first term had been 1 ful The Federal
were demoralized, and 1n July 1804, when Aaron Burr Talled therr leader,
Hamilton, 1n a duel, their power crumbled completely In the autumn,
JeHerson received 162 electoral votes to lus opponent’s 14

Whether or not the terntory ceded by France sncluded the Flondas and
Texas was a moot pont Jefferson wanted Flonda, to give us control
of the Gulf coast, and the Westerners wanted Texas In 1806, Butr, now
thoroughly discredited, went West and played his hand at some sort of
conspiracy which 15 even yet unexplained In any case 1t wasa complete
fiasco, but other troubles crowded quickly on the President The war
between England and France was bnnging in is train the usual
wsults to ourselves Among these was the impressment of seamen on
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our vessels by the Butish There was no question but that large numbers
of Brtish subjects preferred to serve on Amencan merchant vessels rather
than on British ships of war, but the mere claim of a nght to stop and
search our vessels would have been annoying enough 1n atself had the
Bunsh not gone further and frequently taken bona fide Amencans from
them There was much fraud connected with naturahzanon papers, and
the claim to American citizenship did not mean much The French could
have no excuse for a similar procedure, owing to the dfference n race
and language, so this partjcular source of wmitation was wholly of British
ongmn

In June 1807, England went even further, and a roar of indignation
went up m Amenca when the Bntish fngate Leopard overhauled our
frgate Chesapeake off the Norfolk Capes fired on her, and took off
four men Had Jefterson chosen to declare war he would have had 8
united country behind him but ke preferred to try the coercion of eco-
nomic megsures, and the rest of hts term i1s mainly the story of the
farlure of his embargo policy, and the rising bitterness of the commercial
Northerneis agamse the closing of their ports and the ruin of thei
shipping by therr own government Meanwhile both England and
France were 1ssuing therr Orders m Counct! and decrees, amming at
establishing paper blockades and preventing neutrals from trading with
either country In thus respect there was nothing whatever to choose
between the two countries in respect to thexr interference with our nghts
Qur own country might extend from the Atlantic to the Rochies, but
ance out on the high seas we were sl kicked about by both the European
belhgerents, and 1t was not easy to tell which was kicking us harder
Jefferson’s policy of standing on the side hnes while the Europeans
kicked each other, and perhaps foraing their attention to our clarms by
refusing to trade with them, had been a complete failure, much more
Iikely to disrupt the Unton by the Secession of New England than to
gamn 1nternational respect for our nghts There might be httle chowce
between England and France in respect of wrongs done us, but %€
could hardlv enter the fight agamnst both at once when they wer¢
fighting each other We were not at all 1n the position of the man who
can take two squabbling boys and knock their heads together It might
be, as William Pinkney smd 1n 1810, that “war with France 1s about as
practicable as war with the moon,” but 1f we were to choose sides, the
side chosen would depend on something more than what they were both
dotng to us on the seas As we have said, the centre of granity of Ame,"a
had shifted, and the real demand for war was to come from the West

The character of our new acquisition to the west of “the mer” WS
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not yet well Lnown, but the explonng expeditions of Lews and Clark
mn the Northwest and of Zebulon M. Pike in the Southwest bhad in
dicated that the prammes and plams were not of much use to settlers,
and thus the western half of the country was to retam its reputation
as the great Amencan desert until after the Civil War Our pioneers
were sull noodsmen, used to clearng forests, and the treeless wastes
beyond puzzled and discouraged them So the frontier, with 1ts three
achances of hanters and traders, of short-stop settlers, and of real settle
ment, kept on pushing northward into Indiana and the Northwest Tern
tory, shoving the Indians steadily bachward Berween 1795 and 1809, by
“treanes,” the savages had been forced to part with forty-erght mulhon
acres of their hunting grounds

The process was suddenly halted by the emergence of two of the
few great leaders who have ansen among the red men, Tecumseh and
Ius brother, the latter called ¢he Prophet, who were sons of a Shawnee
The old trader’s method of gettng furs cheaply by debauchmg the
Indians with whiskey had been followed on a larger scale, and if
possible 1n 2 more scandalous nay, by the great Astor, and what with
thus practice, wars, and the change 1n the habuts of their hfe, the nanves
had shrunk to perhaps only four thousand in the great rectangle between
Pennsyl ana, the Mississipps, the Ohio River, and the Canadian border
The two Shawnees determuned to save their race without attacking the
whites within therr own boundanes They urged that no further cessions
of land be made, and preached against the use of strong dunh The
land hungry whites were alarmed They saw their hopes dashed 1f the
Indians should become moral, law abiding, and mststent upon remaining
upon therr lands Willam Henry Harnson was governor of the Indrana

ernitory He met the situation by mahing a “treaty with a few scattered
and yrresponsible savages who ceded Tecumsel’s buntng grounds, and
then Harmson, advancing on Tecumsehs camp, provoked a fight, the
famous “battle” of Tippecance Tecumschs conspiracy” was brohen,
but the affair was raw enough and had to be glonfied Rumor was
spread and gladly beleved that the English i Canada had been behind
the savage 1n egeing him on to keep the Amencans off hus lands, and
the streams from the vials of moral indignation were diverted from
Harnson and the Westerners to the Bntish, who, having been the enemy
for forty years, could easily be made the scapegoats for amthing As
a matter of fact we know now that they had nothing whatever to do with
Tecumseh

Over the mountasns i Washington the new Presdent, James
Madison, who was struggling with the nterational situanon and was
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trying to preserve peace by getung both the belhgerents 1n Europe te
resesnd therr obnoxious Qrders and Decrees, seemed to be making some
headway But the new Congress that met m 1811 was destmed to be
led by the West Frery young men came from Kentucky and settlements
up to the Canadran border, with Henry Clay at their head, to be jomed
by John C Calhoun from the South Carolina fronnier Lattle by httle
these “war hawks,” as they were called, fanned the flame of the war
spmt 1n Congress, shouting how Canada could be conquered 1n six
weeks, but mamly giving the war crv of “sailors’ nights ”

They were strongly opposed by the New England States, which were
the only ones that had any sarlors, but which much preferred a profitable,
1f speculatnie, trade to war, and had no wish to sacnfice that trade for
the sake of pulling the Canadian chestnut out of the fire for the benefit
of the West which they already dreaded In fact, they feared the west
ward shift of power so greatly that Jostah Quincy, of Massachusetts
had solemnly proclammed 1n Congress 1n January 1811, that if Lomsana
were admtted as a State—as she was the next year—the bonds of the
Union would be dissolved, and that ‘as 1t will be the nght of all s
1t will be the duty of some, to prepare, definitely, for a separation
amcably, 1f they can violently, 1f they must New England had pulh
fied the Embargo It now th d On June 23, 1812, Parla
ment repealed the Orders in Counal It was too late There was no cable
to bear the news to Amenca, and five days eather the war hawks hed
succeeded Congress, 1n compliance with the President’s message, had
declared war wath England on the eighteenth

The war proved inglonous and indecistve We were unprepared and
England had her hands so full elsewhere that one more small enemy
was not worth bothenng about Land operanons agamst Canada were
disastrous for us On the water we had some good fights and gamed
some brilliant victontes, mostly m duels between single ships on either
side, which did much to lindle patrionic enthusiasm here and to breed
respect for us in England Such wictonies as those of the Comsnti
tiom over the Guerridre, of the Wasp over the Frolic, and of Perry over
the English on Lake Ene were welcome indeed to the young nanott

‘The West threw up a new hero to the surface of Amencan pohut'-!l
life 1n Andrew Jackson, who marched mto Flonda, and also after peac®
was signed but the fact was stll unknown to um infhicted a severe
defeat on the Brtish 1n the battle of New Orleans Means hile the
Baush had captured the aity of Washington, and 1n dastardly l‘:shwg
and sheer wantonness had burned some of the public buildings 20
many of our national records
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New England rapidly being altered by force of crrcumstances from
a mantme to a manufactuning section was disloyal almost to the pomnt
of treason She discouraged enlistment refused the services of milita
declined to subscribe to government loans and threatened secession So
strong ndeed was the odor of secession and disloyalty around the meet
1ng of Federalist delegates at the so<alled Hartford Convention in 1814
that the members never outhved 1t At length both nations grew wedry
of a war which was bnnging neither glory nor gotn to erther of them
Peace was made at Ghent the day before Chnstmas 1814 with nothing
sad about any of the gnevances which we had complamned of when
we began hostilities

The war however was far from having no results quite aude from
our having shipped West Flonda imto our pocket during the general
exatement We had managed to keep out of European wars for the
twenty years that Washington had said were necessary for our growth
thanks to humself Adams and Jefferson At last pushed mto 1t by the
West we had shown the world that we would go o war 1f provoked too
far Moreover the English who apprectate 2 good fighter had measured
us with themselves at sea and had mfintely more respect for our abihnies
than they had had before Less happily the war left buttemess on both
sides England who had felt that she was fighting the battle of freedom
against the allprasping tyrant Napoleon much as we felt we were
making the world safe for democracy by fighting Germany recently
could not forgive us for stabbing her m the back when she was so
engaged and throwmg our wexght on the side of Napoleon who had
injured our commerce quite as much as she had Jn Amenca the behef
m Englandss mveterate enmuty a tradition fostered among us sirce the
Revolution was grven an enormously increased strength by our having
chosen her as our enemy a second ume n our short naponal hfe I
required several generanions of research t0 disprove utterly General
Harmson s les about the English having set Tecumseh on us and Ham
sons later pohinical career as Tippecanoe tended to make a legend of
Bntish perfdy Had the Westemers not longed for Capada and
Tecumseh s hunting grounds and had France been a Little more accesst
ble as an enemy than the moon” we rmght very well have gone to
war with Napoleon nstead of with England and the whole sentimental
hustory of our interational relations m ght have been quite different
We are a very sentimental people but emonions at® bad foundations for
International relstions Had Napoleon not sold us Lomsiana we shoulc‘l'
have been dragged into war with ham and “marnied the Brinsh fleet
The War of 1812 began m Napoleons bathtub where he was when
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he made known his mexorable decision to sell Lowsiana It ended en
the Atlantc Ocean with America fighting hus enemies for hum His
legend never came between the Amencan people and that of Lafayette
One more result of the war was that we had at last gamed our mde-
pendence from Europe We seceded from 1t almost completely Not
only were we no longer caught 1n every eddy of 1ts political contests
but we turned our faces away from 1t and toward the West A sense
of nationality and destiny as well as an immense task of matenal ex
plortation, began to influence all classes For the next twenty years we
scarcely thought of Europe, except, perhaps, now and then to resent it
Our schoolboys continued to declamm the revolutionary orations agamnst
England because there was as yet not much else in the way of “peces
to speak,’ and because these orations belonged to our short hustory as 2
natwon, of which we were becoming very conscious For the most part,
however we scarcely tcok our eyes off the colossal task of material de-
and We decided to our own entire satis
faction that we had Just fougbr a glonious war, and gat down to work
and making money Dunng the war, Key had wntten The Star Span
gled Banner,” and 1t now began 1o “wave " Emigrants swarmed 1nto the
new West, which seemed to be sucking m men from the whole of the
old and now comparatively small, South and North The new centre of
gravity was being ever more heavily weighted On the other hand the
collapse of the Federalist Party, the disloyalty of New England the
stench—of which the most was made—of the Hartford Convention all
left New England with only 2 tithe of the national influence 1t had
possessed fifteen years earlier The South, with 1ts slasery and great
estates, many of them weanng out from too incessant cultvation of
single crops was becoming a section apart from the fast throbbing hfe
of the new nation Over the mountains the great valley, two thousand
miles wide, with 1ts urufied river system four thousand miles long opened
an emprre such as man had never seen There was nothing now to stop
the American short of the Rockies, except the Great Amencan desett”
The songs of the voyageurs had been hushed On the slopes of the
Pacific the bells tolled on 1n the sleepy Spamish missions of Califoma
where the dreams were of Heaven or bright black eyes and not of ex
panding empee Louder and louder rose the sound of the Saxon Along
the whole front of the moving Amencan “West” a myrad axes swung
crack-crack-crack, 1n ever faster and more dominant staceata as the trees
crashed and the clearings multiphed with dibl fi
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VI
THE SUN RISES IN THE WEST

In 1800 2 million Americans were hving west of the mountams, and
their numbers were increasing so rapidly as to frighten Eastern con
servatves out of their wats Then came the Lowsiana Purchase, the was
with England, and Indian cessions, throwing open 2 new emptre 0
settlement. New England had always Liked to consider atself the dmer
of the Amencan coach, and the old die-hard Federahsts there fought
tooth and nail agamst the upbwlding of a new section which might
threaten 1ts dymg mfluence Through their mouthpiece 1 Congress,
Josish Quincy, they had thundered agamst the addimon of French
Lowisiana and the creatron of new States “You have no authonty,”
Quuncey told the members of Congress, 445 throw the nghts and property
of this peaple 1nto the hotchpoteh’ with the wild men on the Missouss,
nor with the mixed, through more respectable race of Anglo-Hispan
Gallo-Amenicans who bask on the sands in the mouth of the Mississtpp?
.. . Do you suppose the people of the Northern and Atlantic States
wll, or ought to, look on with patience and see Representatnes and
Senators from the Red Rwer and Missoun, pounng themselses upon
this and the other floor, managing the concemns of a seaboard Gfteen
hundred myles, at least, from their residence?” Whether patiently or not
that is precasely what they were going to se¢

By 1820 there were two and a half million people mstead of one
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million over the mountams—one quarter of the whole population of the
United States, and a mlhion more than there were in New England
By 1830 one third of the American people were ‘men of the Western
Wiaters,” as they hiked to call themselves, numbenng three and a half
mullion For still another decade emigration westward was to be wholly
of native born Amencan stock As we shall note m a later chapter, the
vacuum Jeft in the older States by this vast exodus and by the rapidly
increasing demand for industrial labor brought about an inflow of for
eigners, but these stayed on the seaboard, so that untl past the md
century the Mississippr Valley was racially, as well as m 1ts enforced
economic demacracy, the real home of Amencanism It was there that

the American dream seemed most certain of reahization
Emugration from the seaboard States, mostly Southern, had continued
throughout the war, but after peace 1t became 2 ventable exodus From
the North, which was also swept by what was called “the Ohuo fever,”
the chuef entry to the West was over the mountamns and down the Ohio
Ruver The flatboats carrymg a nation to empire floated steadily westward
Colonel John May, a nch Boston merchant who was a stockholder i
the Ohio Company, watched them pass Pittsburgh, and noted that two
had on board twenty mne whites, twenty four negroes mne dogs,
»

twenty three horses, cows, hogs, etc —besides ps and fi
Thousands upon thousands floated and poled their way down the Ohio,
after having crossed the on foot or 1n Cx ga wagons “To-

day, wrote Judge Hall, “we passed two large rafts Jashed together, by
which simple conveyance several families from New England were
transporting themselses and thexr property to the land of promuse in the
western woods Each raft was eighty or nunety feet long, with a small
house erected on 1t, and on each was a stack of hay, round which several
horses and cows were feeding while the paraphernalia of a farm yard
the ploughs, wagons, pigs, children and poultry, carelessly distributed,
gave to the whole more the app ofa <idence, than
a caravan of adventurers secking a home A respectable lookng old lady:
with spectacles on nose, was seated on a chair at the door of one of the
cabins, employed 1n knitting, another female was at the wash tub, the
men were chewing their tobacco, with as much complacency as if they
had been 1n the ‘land of steady habuts,” and the various fanuly avocations
seemed to go like clock work.” So they passed, these men and womed
of destiny, to the infinite toil of home building in the wildemess Indman

alarms were as frequent as fices 1n Boston, May wrote in 1805 and he
was tortured by mynads of gnats which even got down his throat On

Ius own Jand, “a number of poor devils—five 1n 2

N—-took their de:
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parture homeward this morning They came from home moneyless and
brainless, and have returned as they came

Another teaveler a decade Iater noted that after passing the Wabash
“there was a complete departure from all mark of arvilizanon’ “These
Ionely settlers are poorly off,” he added “their bread-corn must be ground
thirty miles off, requinng three days to carry to the mill, and bng
back, the small horse load of three bushels Articles of farmly manu
facture are very scanty, and what they purchase 1s of the meanest quality
and excessively dear yet they are friendly and willing to share thew
sumple fare with you It 1s surpnsing how comfortable they seem, wantng
everything To struggle with privations has now become the habit of
therr lives, most of them having made several successive plunges into the
wilderness and they begin already to talk of selling thexr 1mprovements,’
and getting sull farther ‘back, on finding that emgrants of another de-
scniption are thickening about them *

The haunting probletm was that of a market The settlers could swallow
the gnats and dnve back the Indians They could fell trees and buld
their cabins, but money—where could they get money? And money they
had to have Furmture, tools, books, all the implements of awilizaton
bad to come from the outer world into their great valley, over the
mountatns or up ‘the aver,” and had to be paid for 1 goods or cash,
and even “the river’ did not yet afford the outlet to a market needed by
wnnumerable small settlers Money almost every one of them needed, too,
to pay for the Jand atself Under the Act of 1800 Eastern speculators
had taken up vast tracts, twenty thousand to five hundred thousand acres
at a time, of some of the best lands, and these they sold to settlers on
creditat prices much above that asked by the government

But even 1f the settler had bought from the governmuent there were
the unpard mstallments Without marhets the best that the farmers could
do as one of them said, was “Just not ¢o starve Default became general
Nearly a third of the land ongtnally contracted for was given up, and
speaking generally, the enture West was 1 debt to the East, exther to
ndiyidual capitalists of to the government The government cid not
evict the settlers, and as the more successful farmers noted this they
began to default, for they could not see why they should pay if thex
neighbor got his land without paymmg By 1820 the defaulted payments
amounted to over $21,000,000 The whole situation made for demoraliza
ton of financial character Congress tinhered with the law, but so long
as the East remamned 1n control, there was little hope of seemg the West's
demand for free land accepted 4s a government theory, the East msisting
that the government should denve a profit from the public domam On
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the frontier this theory had been discarded by 1820 Free land was
demanded as a nght for the man who would settle on 1t and make 1t
worth something In 1820 an act was passed abolishing the credit system
of purchase and reducing the price to $1 25 an acre, and a compromse
was reached with defaulters by takung from them the proportion of land
unpard for and giving a clear title to the remainder The West however,
had been th hly and bitterly ¢ 4 that 1t was being explotted
for the benefit of the East

It had also had an expenence with banks which 1t never forgot The
need for cash had been answered by the upspringing of many small
banks managed even when honestly, all too often by men who hnew
nothing of the principles of sound banking Farmers went heavily mto
debt, believing that land was bound to nise quichly 1n price The pani¢
of 1819 found them not only in debt to the East and the government
but to their local banks The whole community was burted three fect
deep m debt 1t could not pay If a mortgage was foreclosed, there was
no one to buy Rumn stood sentinel at the door of every farmhouse and

fire, and the West s conception of the money power hac‘l takenudeﬁmtc
shape The Eastern land speculator had demanded money, the govern
ment had d ded 1t the h had d ded 1t the banks had
demanded 1t but if the settlers had no market for their surplus products,
where were they to get 1t? The mountain rampart to the eastward made
freight rates prohibitive One could float down “the nver,” but ats strong
current made getting back almost impossible by pole or sml Two ques
tions were becomng clear Was the Westerner, with his dream of empure;
to sink to the level of a serf or a peasant, tilkng hus tand for just encugh
to sustain life and to be harassed by his creditors? With economic democ
racy throughout a vast area and manhood suffrage for nattonal affais
that question had its omnous aspect Could the Union hold together
unless the problem of a market for three million people could be solved?
That meant transportation, and the only means of transport ever known
to man, horses on roads or sailboats on the water, had both failed
In spite of a large emugranon from the Northern Atlantc States

particularly to Ohio and the Western Reserve, the immegration 10 the
West up 1o 1820 and even 1830 had been, as we have sad, chuefly
from Virgima and the States farther south Most of the famnlies ha
come from the Predmont and frontier sections of the Easten Southert
States, small farmers, and this ermgranon also continued There wis
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hitfe difference between these settlers and those from the North Most
of them held no slaves and many were extremely poor We get a
ghmpse of the laster sort 1n 2 note of 1819 which records that there
passed through Augusta, “bound for Chatahouchee, a man and us wife,
bss son and wife, with a cart but no horse The man had a belt over
bus shoulders and he drew 1n the shafts the son worked by traces tied
to the end of the shafts and assisted hus father to draw the cart thesons
wife rode 1n the cart, and the old woman was walling carrying a nfle
and dnving a cow ” Not many slaves came m at first, and 1 any case
the question of slav ery was not a sectonal one n the West for some
tme A convention held at Vincennes had petitioned the goyermor of the
temitory to suspend the profubition of slavery m Indina so as not to
dinert Sonthern settlement to Missoun and as late as 1824 a proposed
proslavery amendment m Illinois was defeated by only five to four

After the end of the War of 1812, cotton rose as high as thurty four
ceats a pound, and duning that decade there was heavy emigranon of
another sort to the southern part of the West The larger slave owners
baught tracts of several thousand acres each i the belt of nich black
sald and moved out 1 the fashion of the patniarchs of old with ther
faimiles troops of slaves, and horses and cantle For the most part they
baughe land already cleared by the proneers of the first advance who
were pushed farther ahead A change was becormng apparent rather
than notable by 1815, and increased from then on In the second ad
vanaing battalions of the frontier, populstion increased 1n both the north
and the south of the West, but 1n the north 1t was mamly 2 white
Populanon which butlt up towns where the first proneess had left ham
lets which founded schools cultivated farms more carefully and ac
cumulsted property In the southem part the white populanon
dimimshed rapudly 1 proportion to the total and slaves replaced the
free labor of the first Southern frontiersmen Instead of towns, planta
tlons sprang up, requinng ever more land and more slaves

From the begning the cotton planter had a sure macket for bus
Produce and thus was to have an effect we shall note later But 1n the
third and completely settled stage of the West of that day there was an
even more marked cifference between the northern and southem sec-
tons The notthern towns 2nd farms became more prosperous and 2

y life of prosperous people developed The southern planta

ftons on the other hand began to feel the effect of an exhaustung
single crop The largest owners many of whom had become absentees
tving in Charleston or Savannah or even i Pans, might buy new and
farther west and move their plantation almost bodily forward, leaving
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an impovenshed community behind them, or, more usually, they would
stay on 1n the old place, getting steadily more mured mn debt, but keeping
up the scale of living to which they had been accustomed

By 1821 one third of all the cotton raised was on land west of Georgia
but no prosp and popul weze being built up The
real Southern frontiersmen had this land hungry, plantation economy
pushing steadily behind them The West 1 the South was geographt
cally very narrow as compared with the North and when the South
emn poneer had been pushed across Lowsiana he found himself
for the first trme face to face with the Spaniard Mexico had revolted m
1821 and declared her independence In her great province of Tews,
land could be bought for twelve and one half cents an acre or one
tenth what the Amencan government charged and withn a decade
eighteen or twenty thousand Southern pioneers had pressed over the
border and were living under Mexican rule The waves of the advancing
English had finally begun to lap at the doorsills of the Spamish mussions
On the open plains of Texas the sound of the American axe was httle
heard, and the American, now half farmer, half ranchman, Listened with
Protestant dishke to the sound of the mssion bells Two great racial
and religious currents had met at last, and begen to swirl 1n dangerous
water

However different the northern and southern sections of the West
mght be growing from each other, the West as a whole was a unit a
compared with North and South 1n the East In twenty years two million
people had shared the expenence of pioneening That mn 1tself was 2
bond as strong as 1t was subtle The Connecucut Yankee might talk nith
a nasal twang and the nexghbor who had trekked over the mountams
from the upland of Carolina might talk with a drawl, but between
them was a common bond of a great expenence and of the acceptance
of a mode of life Debt, hardship independence, a dozen things bound
them together and made them brothers when contrasted wath the North
ern merchant or Southern planter “back East And the Mississippt the
muer, “Ol Man River,” bound them agan Back East a Yankee farmer
never went Visiting to 2 Georgra patch up on the mountain side, but up
and down “the niver” people traveled and met and mungled Life was
mobule, free, and often lawless The men of the Western Waters had
more than Indians and trees to fell, and debts to worrv about Wrechers
and robbers infested the niver towns of the Ohio and the fﬂlsslss:l"l“
the Harpes, Hare, the Masons, ‘Pluggy and hus leutenant “Nine
Eyes” among others, were names which brought terror to many 2 h“’z‘
and town Picturesque and villainous, living on horseback or on islands




‘THE SUN RISES IN THE WEST 119

m “the nver” ot 1n caves i the banks made 1nto fortresses, they brought
a new element 1nto the complexity of Amencan hfe There had been
plenty of lawbreahung back East, but there, for the most part, hfe had
been safe Life along ‘the nver’ was far from safe, and the vast stream
which welcomed everything, clutched at everything, recewed without
asound many a body niddled with holes from ball or knife

To go back East was to get mto anather hife, a life of crowded popula
tion, of drawing roums and countingrooms, where the poor were quite
safe from the assassm but not from the tax gatherer, and where the
cultivated classes were getting very much wommed about the threats to
therr property coming from such outlandish 1es as Kentucky
and Illinoxs and Heaven knew what new States which were being ‘ad
mitted” to outvote them Besides Kentucky and Tennessce, Ohio had
come m 1n 1803, Lowsiana i 1812, Induna m 1816, Mississippr
1817, Illinoss 1n 1818, Alabama 1n 1819 and each of them had as many
Senators as Massachusetts or New York or Virgima What was to be
the end of 1t all? President Timothy Dwight of Yale College gave full
vent to hus spleen ‘The class of pioneers, he wrote, ‘cannot Live
regular society They are too 1dle, 100 talkative, too passionate, to prod
1gal and too shuftless to acquire exther property or character They .
grumble about the taxes by which the Rulers Mimsters and School
masters are supported Alter exposing the myustice of the com
munty m neglecting to invest persons of such superior ment 1 pubhc
offices, 1n many an eloquent harangue uttered by many a latchen fire,
1n every blacksmuth shap, 1 every comer of the streets, and finding all
their efforts vain, they become at length discouraged, and under pressure
of poverty, the fear of the gaol, and consciousness of pubhc contempt,
leave their native places and betake themselves to the wilderness "

Poor Dwight! “Regular soctety and * the fear of the gaol” It 1s time we
went back over the mountans fo see what all ths was about “Gaol,” of
caurse, was the pnison for poor debtors who could not pay, which, with
s horrazs for the poor, was stll in vogue i the East but Amenca was
evidently getting to be much more compheated than had been the

h h-century  seaboard ] which had so proudly an
nounced to the world that all men were born equal and that all had the
nght to Iife, Liberty, and the pursuit of happiness Dwight, beng related
to the half-dozen or dozen families which rled Connecticut, naturally
saw things 1n a different hght To lum and Ius like, the Amencan
dream was 3 distressing nightmare

New England, and, to a shghtly lesser extent, the Middle States, were
1n the grup of a revolution which was completely to alter the life of the
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sections and set them off m marked contrast to hoth the South and the
West Manufactuning, 2s we have seen, had made a start 1n the earer
penod, but until the Embargo and the War of 1812 the economuc he
had consisted chuefly of small farming and of shipping Between 1805
and the end of the war, shippimg had receved a senes of blows from
which 1t was long 1n recovenng On the other hand, conditions fostered
the growth of manufacturing at a stupendous rate By 1810 the totsl
value of all manufacturing goods had reached the figure of at least
$125,000,000 11 the Unated States, mostly centred 1n the Northern States
New England textile mills which had been able to use only 500 bales of
cotton 1 1800 were calling for 90,000 by 1815, and the new indusmes,
like balls rolling downhull, kept their size with extraor
dmary rapidity Between 1820 and 1831 1n Massachusetts alone, the
output of the cotton mills rose from $706,000 to $7,700,000, and of her
woolens from $300,00a to $7,300,000

Of less mmediate importance than such figures, but of immense
sigmficance for the future of Amersca, was the new syster mtroduced by
Eh Whitney, who had already profoundly altered Amenican history by
s cotton gin In fact, while history usually deals with political persons,
2t would be hard to find any statesman or politictan of Ius day who bas
had a more lasting influence upon our life than this Yankee mventor
‘Whitney recerved an order to make muskets for the government during
the war Up to that time a musket, like everything else, had been made
by one man, who did 1t all from start to finsh Whitney, owing to the
scarcrty of shilled mech for sudden large-scale prod, , concerved
the 3dea of having each man make one part only —a much simpler matter
to learn,—and having all parts interchangeable It took him two years to
perfect his system, but once done, the way was apen to mass production
at lower cost The news of the exploit spread over the world, but Europe

.

p d to the old craf; method, for there was no lack
of skilled labor over there It has been precisely this lack which bas
d d much 1n the develop of our social and economic hfe

For the first two decades or more of the century, 1t was still an ope?
question whether shipping or manufactuning was the more xmportant
New England industry, and as their interests were naturally op] y
there was confusion m polincal policies In other respects as well 35
thus, the old solidanity of New England Life was breaking down Popul
tion was increasing, the best land had long since been preempted, and
the small farmer, who had been the backbone of New England, w8¢
suffening He was ether moving West to better and cheaper land of
becomung a hand 1n a factory town, although for the most part the
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hands were sull women and children There was little in common be
tween the man who had owned and worked his own farm and the same
man working on low wages for a mill owner 1 one of the new towns
fast springing up Many of the young women who went imnto the mlls
drd so for a short time only, to make enough for a small dowry, to help
P2y a mortgage on their father's farm, or help a brother to go to college
or to migrate West In some mulls, notably those at Lowell, the working
cond, were dered excellent for that day, though they deteno
Tated between 1830 and 1840 The working hours were often from five
1n the momng to seven at mght, and a system of corporation paternalism
grew up which dictated the time at which the women, who were forced
t0 live 1n the companies’ boarding houses, had to go to bed, enforced
therr attendance at church, and even prescribed what church they must
subscribe to Liberty and the pursuit of happiness were somehow not
progressing under industmalism In spite of the great number who went
1nto the mulls, the problem of securing a labor supply was always acute
“Our greatest difficulty at present,” wrote one mill owner 1n 1832, relat
ing hus twenty five years’ exp e, “1s a want of femal and
children—and from the great number of factories now building, [1] have
my fears that we shall not be able to operate all our machinery another
year”

1f wealth was rapidly accumulating, 1t was yet more rapidly concentrat
mg The changing conditions which were fosterng the growth of cities
m the North were laying the foundations of many of the great fortunes
of today The day of the great country magnate even in New York was
passng but that of the city “landlord had come The poorer people,
who under country conditions had had homes of thewr own, began to
be herded mnto small quarters mn the aties m the hope of finding em
ployment In 1831, muserly old Stephen Gurard died 1 Pluladelphia,
leaving $6,000,000, but only three years before, Mathew Carey had
written of how thousands of the poor traveled hundreds of mles seek
g employment on roads or canals at 62¥2 to 87¥2 cents  day, how hun
dreds died annually from this work under bad conditions, only to have
thex places tahen by others how the ctzes had Blled with persons who
could not make more than 35 to 50 cents a day, and how “there 15 no em
Ployment whatever, how disagreeable or loath or del soever
1t may be, or however reduced the wages, that does not find persons
willing to follow 1t rather than beg or steal ”

Economic democracy was fast breaking down mn the North, and the
comparative simplicsty of an earlier day was passing There bad alwass

een some distinction between town and country, but the two had
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formerly merged at a dozen pomnts, and 1n all of the older towns one
had had to walk only a few mmnutes to find ones self 1 the country
There had been no such difference m the old days as there was now
between an Astor and a farmer, even though the farmer, as might easily
have been the case, were better educated than the 1gnorant mmmgrant
who bad become the leviathan of Amencan wealth and who defied the
Unmited States government from hts home on Broadway

There were, however, more hopeful signs In New England the hold
of the old Congregational Church was being broken Church and State
were at last separated m Connecticut mn 1818, 2nd 1n Massachusetts
1833 This was the outward and visible sign of a change that had long
been taking place The old Puntan theology and fervor had been dying
for many a day Unfortunately, whereas the former faith had in many
cases been an effecave builder of genwmne strength of character the
sediment that was deposited when 1t drammed off held chiefly the dregs
of some of 1ts worst quahities The two centuries of msistence upon
certain nigid forms of conduct and the equal msistence upon the duty
of the commumty to be the Leeper of the conscience of the indrwidual
remamed The Puntan had possessed some sterling trarts Hhs descendant
became manly Puntamcal His belief 1n humself as the chosen of God
lingered long after the rel hip had probably become repug to
the Deity, 1t certamnly had to the New Englanders fellow aitizens m
other sections

On the other hand, much that was good remained, and was to sene
2s a leaven 1n the educational and commumty life of many a Westem
settlement 1n the wild days ahead Among the more mediocre minds, the
belief that 1t was incumbent on them to be missionanes and the welcome
gien to every crazy doctmne were to strew the country in the nedt
decade with the weeds of thought Among the better minds, bv the

change from Cong hsm to U under the lead of
Channing the way was opened to 2 religion of self reliance and to 8
broad h Intell 1 prep was being made 1n Bos-

ton for the burst of optmism 1dealism and a joyous acceptance of hfe
that was to flood the country mn the next period As yet howeser, the
chief signs of a reviving hife for art and letters were to be found 12 the
cotenne gathered 1n New York, with Washmgton Irving at 1ts head an
ncluding Cooper, Bryant, and lesser ights

While this new hfe of merchants, manufacturers, bank_er‘s. lx!s:ﬂfz’
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srops of tobacco, nice, and indigo had become completely overshadowed
by cotton Only a small percentage of the Southern whites had owned
slaves but cotton had opened new visions of riches Simce the begmning
of the century there had been much to turn our heads from the older
and slower ways of building up a property The breathless speed at
which certam manufacturers had grown, the easy money to be made n
starting banbs, the speculanon 1n Western lands, the nisks of commerce
n the war, the rapid nise 1n city real estate as population concentrated,
and the effect of the cotton g, had all been breeding a spint which
demanded riches overmight mstead of by the efforts of a lifetime of tol
In the South everyone tumed to cotton  The lawyer, and the doctor,
2and the school master, as soon as they eamed any money, bought land and
negroes, and became planters The preacher who marned an heiress or
nich widow, became owner of # plantation The merchant who wished
to retre from the perplexities of busmess passed his old age m
watching the cotton plant spring up from the fresh plowed ground  But
2 the slave trade had been prohubited the price of slaves advanced
wpdly The small man was losing Ius chance to get even a start
bfe It was estimated in 1839 that 2 planter could get a thousand acres
of good cleared cotton land for $10000 but that 1t would cost lum
$50 000 to get the slaves to work 1t Had there been 2 system of free
Tabor, the wutial mvestment would not have been a quarter as much
Once established, the cotton planter was canght m an econonuc system
from which there was no escape In bad times he could not like the

orthern manufaceurer, turn off his hands They were property, and
valuable propesty which had to be carmed at any cost short of rmn

Across the sea, England was i full ade of industnal revolution and
was becoming the chuef manufacturing natton of the world Between
1820 and 1829, productron of cotton 1n the South rose from 160 oo 000
Pounds to 365 000,000, a large part of the increase bemg due to westward
extension Of the total crop, full four Hfths was exported to England
and France, less than one fith going to the New England mulls The
ships that carned the cotton east to Europe preferred to bring freight

back a¢ any low rate rather than come m ballast, and the consequence
of ok P 1 1 L~ fand the Qanth with

5
o%n quite different from that of the North and West but 1t was becom
g detached from the Northern sections m s whole economuc Lfe,

Europe being the market 1n which 1t both hought and sold to the extent
of about 8o per cent
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Slaves had begun to seem as wital to the Southern plantaton as ma
chines n a Norther factory, and as the steady press westward of the
Southern economtc system met the border line of Texas, 1t was diverted
northward much as a glacier meeting an 3mmovable obstacle Only
those who did not mind becomug Mexican expatnates tnckled through
The West was still set off against the North and South, but its southern
part was becoming slave The first rumbling of the mevitable conflict
was heard with the controversy over admitting Missour: as a slave State
1n 1819 Slave and free States bad been admutted alternately, and there
were eleven of each, giving the two economic systems equal power m
the Senate Missours, however, lay north of the line which had hitherto
tacitly been accepted as marking the northern limits of slavery, and the
North was thrown mto ferment by what seemed a new aggressiveness
on the part of the expanding Cotton Kingdom The matter was finally
settled by the ‘Missours Compromuse,” by which Maime and Missourt
were both admtted, one as free and one as slave, with the prohibition of
any extension of slavery in the Lowsiana Purchase north of Iatitude
36" 30 John Quincy Adams, with perfect clanity of vision, read m the
words of the Compromise the ‘ntlepage 6 a great tragic volume”

By 1820 there were thus coming mnto clear alignment three sections,
the industrial North, the Coston Kingdom of the South, and the West,
now narrowing somewhat to mean the part north of the new line Of
these, 1t was in the West alone that the old economic democracy of pre-
Revolutionary days still survived and that the Declaration of Independ
ence was sull a hiving gospel for nearly all classes It was the beating
heart of Amenica Were the funcbons and mterests of each of these
sections to prove nreconalable with those of the others? Was the force

of Lism or of lism to prove the
We have already spoken of the mtense need of the West for marhets
and and the app absence of any solution to the

problem With the increase in mdustnalism and the decrease m agncul
ture, the North needed a marhet also, 2nd Likewsse food One problem
could be solved if the two sections could be hnked Imvention and
daring both came to axd Since the Roman days of roads made of large
blocks of stone, most roads on both sides of the ocean had been mere
&t tracks in which wagons could be mired to the hubs i bad weather
About 1800, the Scatchman McAdam experimented wath crushed ston®
for a surface, and the success of lus work made the greatest advance 1
rural communtcation unal the Ford car The insention came just in #m¢
for the West The Cumberland Road, following the route of an old
Indian trail, was begun before the war and completed from Pennsilsan2
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to Wheeling by 1820, at a cost of a mulon and a half, pronded by
Congress Its solid construction and fine surface at once made st the
main entry to the West, but although 1¢ served splendidly for commumca
tion and as a hink, 1t had not solved the problem of freight

Another invention, however, came to the assistance of American na
tonahsm Although John Fatch had built a steamboat as early as 1787,
the first successful one was that built by Robert Fulton twenty years
later Anew era opened for Amenica, East and West, when the Clermont
puffed its way laboriously agamst the custent of the Hudson Within two
years Nicholas Roosevelt of New York was in Pittsburgh lookmg over
the problem of Western river navigation The next year he was back
again, and a steamboat a hundred and sixteen feet long costing $30 000,
was launched from a Pattsburgh yard Having descended the Mississippt,
1t turned hward again and d { that here at last was some
thing that would go up stream as well as down The old Hatboats and
mafts for floating down “the nver” continued long 1 use, one traveler
encountenng two thousand of them 1n o twenty five days tnp m 1816,
but this wasa one way traffic

1t was a business, however, on all the Western Waters, and one which
Like all the many varred occupations of Amencans, bred 1ts own char
acters The boatman had become a type and had his songs as well as the
old French voyageur The woods along the shores which bad echoed
backa few generations earlier the

*Fringue, fringue sur la niviére,”
now resounded to
“The boatman 1s a lucky man
No one can do as the boatman can
The boatmen dance and the boatmen sing,
The boatman s up to everything
H:i-0, away we go, K
Floating down the river on the O hro
were stall m store before

Much g and many disapp

the great period of steamboating on “the mver” was to form such a
Prcturesque chapter i Amenican Life, bue at least the prospect had been
opened of an 1nward as well as an outward movement of freight for
the West Unul the Civil War, New Orleans disputed the positron of
leading port with New York, and would have easily eclipsed 1t had st
not been for the greatest engineenng feat Amencans had yet under
taken
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1t was all very well to have steamboats beginnmg to pit their strength
agawmst that of * O' Man Raver,” but that did not avail to link the West
any closer to the East, though 1t did help the unity of the former section
In 1810 1t cost $125 to carry a ton of freight by wagon from Philadelphia
to Pittsburgh, and $100 to move a ton from Buffalo to New York
Canals had been talked about by many, but Governor De Witt Clinton
of New York turned dream 1nto reality against scoffing and skepticism
On the Fourth of July, 1817, he dug a shovelful of earth, and the wotk
on the Ene Canal, from the Hudson to Lake Ene, was begun In eight
years the long trench, three hundred and sixty three mules, had been
dug at the then stupendous cost of over $7,000,000, an amount, however,
which was more than repaid by tolls 1n the first decade of operation

The effect was amazing Clinton, hke Whatney, had had more 1
fluence on the development of the country than gg per cent of the
statesmen 1n Washington There had been speeches 1 Congress neatly
as long as the Canal, but the Canal accomplished what they did not
The ume of travel from Buffalo to New York was reduced from twenty
days to s1x, and the cost of moving a ton of frerght from one hundred
dollars to five In one month of the first year, 837 barges left Albany for
Buffalo Eastern manufactured goods poured westward, Western farm
products poured eastward Even Western lumber could now be shipped
profitably New England potatoes, at seventy five cents a bushel, were
crowded out by ‘ Chenangoes” at half that pnce Flour manufactured on
Lake Erse water fronts could be shipped via New York to the Carolinas
at less than $1 50 a barrel freight The West could at last buy and sell
to the East New England farms were abandoned in large numbers, and
hustling towns sprang up m western New York, Ohio, and further West
The West was Iinked to the East not at Charleston, Baltimore, or Phila
delphia, but at New Yark The Cumberland and othér roads could not
compete with the all water route, and 1n ten years from 1820 the real and
personal property of New York City leaped from $70,c00,000 to
$125,000,000

Boston, over two hundred mules overland east of Albany, was out of the
picture altogether as an entrepdt for Western business Other canals
elsewhere were projected and pertly bt Philadelphia and Balumore
struggled valiantly to regain their lost position, but there was no other
such passage through the mountain barner as was afforded by the Hud
son Mohawk Valleys New York was to remain supreme on the Atlantic
seaboard The 1ncomes of 1ts merchants shot up and they themselves
could afford to become more exclusive socially But out on the fong
waterway the bargemen whom the new business had brought snto being



THE SUN RISES IN THE WEST 127

Were smging the words coming, as those of Folk songs always do, from
nowhere —

“I ve got 2 mule, her name s Sal,
Fufteens mules on the Ene Canal
She ’s a good old worker and a good old pal,
Fifteen mules on the Exre Canal

Low budge, ev’rybody down!

Low brdge, for we re gotng through a town,
And you 1] always know your neighbor,

You Il always know your pal

1f you *ve ever navigated on the Ere Canal ™

It 15 true that the West was now hinked economucally wirh the East
De Witt Chinton had knocked a wide door through the wall which had
separated them ‘The Mississippy Valley was no longer an enclosed em
pire which could trade with the world only down “the niver” Other
doors though not so wide as the Ene Canal, were beng opened Bu,
on the other hand, the mterests of the West were not those of the East,
and the ding forces of hism and n lsm were far from
having teached a paint of equilibrium The Western farmer was not 10

a European peasant, this much had been settled, but he was a debtor
and a aatwzen He was mevitably opposed to lus Lastern credators and
mght be to hus other fellow citizens

Little by little, the Federal government had been growing more ke
the vision of Hamilton and less like that of Jefferson Jefferson hamself
had, by force of cxrcumstance, guven 3t an impetus m that direction when,
wisely allowing the practical needs of statesmanship to overrule the
theary of the poluical thinker, he had forced the western half of the
Misstsapma Valley down the throat of a Copstitution which had never

een designed to recetve st Jefferson had a £t of mental mdigestion over
1, but the Constitution did ot Lowsiana shpped down perfectly easily

In session after session of the Supreme Cout :n Washington, Chuet
Justice Marshall was handing down decisions, five hundred and nme
teen of which were written by humself, in which he steadily strengthened
and extended the powers of the Federal government 2s against both the
People and the States In phrases which have been guoted annumerable
tmes, Lord Bryce wrote of hun that “the Constitution seemed not o
much to nse under hus hands to its Full stature, as to be gradually
unveded by hum ull 1t stood revesled in the harmonious perfecnon of
the form which 1t framers had desiened " It would be more accurate,




128 EPIC OF AMERICA

perhaps, to say some of its framers At any rate, the Constitution owes
nearly as much to the interpretation of the great Chuef Justice as to tts
ongnal authors, and 1t certamly became much less the mstrument which,
wisely or unwisely, a large proportion, 1f not a maonty, of the people
who had ongimally consented to 1t would have desired

The atutude 1 favor of “loose” or “strict’ construction of 1ts clauses—
that 15, of nationalism versus States nights—was gradually altering accord
1ng to sectional economic interest It 18 quite unnecessary to go the full
length of the economic school of histortans, who can see nothing but
the economic motive 1n history, to allow that such a motive 15 extremely
potent It has always been so 1n the political history of our own country

Whitney had given the Southerners the cotton gin The gin bad
fastened cotton on them as the chief mode of economc explotation of
the resources of their section Cotton had fastened slavery on the blach,
and the black on the back of the white Slavery was the mstitunon of 8
section, and that section was i constant and increasing danger of beng
outvoted 1n Congress, owing to the disproportionate increase of popul2
uon 1n other sections IF additronal power were given to the Federal
government 1t would be more and more dangerous to their “peculiat
mstitution 1o be a minonity Safety thus lay n hmutmg the powers of
the Federal government over the States It was clear as a proposition 1t
Euchd The South m self-defense was bound to stand more and more
for strict construction and States’ nights, 1 what was, after all, a marter
of opimion and nterpretation

The North was m process of transiion Nullificaton and talk of
secession had been nfe m New England for the first decade and a half
of the century, but now manufacturing, wiich was hungry for tanffs
and special favors from the government, was competing with shipping
which thrived on free trade The leader of the section, Daniel Webster,
was to register clearly i the shifts of his own opinions the money 1
terests of his constituents

The West, almost from the start, had been the creature of the national
government Its States had not been independent before the Union, 25
had those of the East They had mostly been carved out of the nauonzl
domain first as then as States M the West cared httle
for finespun theones of government It had s rdeal of indsvidualism
and freedom, but was also practical enough 1n calling for economiC
help from whatever source could supply 1t, and the hatural source 10
which 1t Jooked was the national government in Washington The 1m
meduate relaton of the Westerner to the government was far more durect
than that of the citizen of any other section, for 1n most cases even ¥ ¢
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title to his home, not alnays settled, came to Jum straight from the
govemment of the Unmted States For the Easterner the government
was something aloof from his daily concerns except on elecnon days or
when the tax gatherer came around For the Westerner 1t was the rock
on which hus home was butlt or a landlord whom he was fighting
Roads, canals, internal improvements of all sorts, were essential to the
existence and growth of the section It demanded that the government
supply them

For a while Congress lent willing ear As we have seen, 1t had bult
the Cumberland Road, but 1t began to have doubts as to whether 1t
could constitutionally appropniate the money to mamtam 1t In 1816 1t
chartered the second Bank of the United States, and passed a tanff bill,
but President Monroe and the South and North had, severally, con
stituional doubts and sectional reasons for calling a halt on Western
demands The South, hoping to buld up domestc manufactures had
voted for the tanff, New England, the shipowners sull bemng able to
outvote the manufacturers, had voted agamst 1t, but a reversal of sectional
Interests in that respect was to come m another dozen years and although
Northern manufacturers were to welcome tanffs they began to balk at
mnternalimprovements for the West

After a long series of international complications runming all the
way from England, and the Holy Alhance in Europe, over South Amer
2, and up to Russia m Alaska, with all of which the Secretary of
State, John Quincy Adams had been coping with distmguished ability,
Prendent Monroe 10 ks annual message 1m 1823 had announced the
doctrine which has ever since borne us name Brefly stated this was
to the effect that whereas the political systems of Europe and Amernca
were different and we would not interfere 1n the mternal afairs of the
old continent, nexther would we consider the New World herealter as a
sphere for F P 1 or permut Furopean powers to extend
thee system ucher It was a gesture but a gesture that emphatically
meant not only that we had seceded enurely from Europe, but that we
had embarked on a policy of the Amenicas for the Amencans Although
the public had been unaware of the dramatic mncidents that had Jed to
S epunciation, it was well recewved by the people and strengthened
the fecling of Amercanism and nationalism e intended to keep for
ever out of Europe and to heep Europe out of the New World The
doctine became almost as deeply 1mbedded 1n our minds as the Dec
faration of Independence

It was indicatise both of the growth of the West and of 16 mherent
Rationahism that the poliical thinker who at this time brought forward
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the only plan for overcomung the growing sectionalism was Henry Clay
of Kentucky His plan, which came to be known as “the American
System,” was sumple enough 1 broad outhine, and was based on the old
Hamiltoman doctunes Clay, however, was 2 popular orator m a day
when the American loved oratory and hailed every speaker as a Cicero or
a Demosthenes Clay had a power of cogent presentation that had been
denied to the logical but boringly diffuse Hamilton, and protectionists
since the day of Clay have merely rung the changes on his speech of
March 30, 1824
Clay’s economic palicy was distinctly Amencan and national In the
three sections of the country, he saw a North which was becoming
predominantly mndustnal and manufactunng, and a South and West
that were overwhelmngly agncultural, but both of which had some
nascent manufactures The panic of 1819 had laid the country, particu
latly the West, Clay saw an ly agncultural surphs
as the country grew, which would be unsalable m Europe, and he saw
the West's need of internal improvements As a means of making us
ndependent of Europe and of brmging the three sections mto economic
and political harmony, he proposed a protective tanff that would greatly
merease American manufactures, and provide money for roads, canals
and other impravements He counted on the industnial sections bemg
pleased with the protection afforded, the West with the improvements it
demanded, and the agncultural sections to be made generally prosperous
by the market for their produce that he believed would come with the
increase of the mdustmal population The need for a market for the
West had become panfully clear Corn was selhng at Cincinnati at
eght cents a bushel and wheat at twenty five But New England mer
chants stll outvoted the manufacturers, and Webster made a powerful
speech agamst the measure n Congress, while the South condemned it
as 2 “combmation of the wealthy agamnst the poor”~that 1s, of the
Northern manufacturer agamst the Southern planter Clay carned the
bill through by a vote of 107 to 102 but the sectional nature of what he
had hoped would be an ‘ Amencan System” was clear New England
cast 15 votes for and 23 agamnst, the Southemn West, 13 and 7, while the
Northern West was solidly in favor Four years later, when a new tanff
bill came up, the New England manufacturers had won therr Jocal
struggle, and Daniel Webster thundered as powerfully for the “Tf‘“‘f
of Abominations” as he had agamst the earlier and less “shominable’
one The measure was carned by all sections except the South “h“:;
under the lead of South Carolina, was so incensed that st threaten
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nullfication, bogcott of Northern goods, secession, and even amed re
sistance

The West had produced a national leader and a political thinker who
had outgrown the frontier, but the West stself had not yet done s In
the election of 1824 there was no party 1ssue The Federalist Party was
iﬂmplﬁely disrupted and all four candidates for the Presidency were

publ the three geographical sections being represented by John
Quncy Adams of Massachusetts, Wilham H Crawford of Georgia,
Andrew Jackson of Tennessee, and Henry Clay of Kentucky Itis notable
that the West had two candidates, and that the South produced one
from the Cotton Kingdom instead of any successor to the “Virgima
Dynasty » Adams, having been Secretary of State, n ould according to
precedent have been the next President, but precedents were faling,
and Adams, one of the ablest men the country has ever produced, was
austere, wholly independent, and refused a single concession to pohitical
chicanery or mob populanty Crawford bad no chance from the start,
and the West could have elected Clay had 1t stood by him That section,
however, preferred action and emotion to thought and logic, and voted
overwhelmingly for the duelmg, swashbuckling hero, ‘Old Hickory "
Clay did not get a single electoral vote from over the mountams except
m Rentucky, Missour, and Ohio When the votes were counted, Jachson
had 99 and Adams 84, whereas Crawford, who suffered a paralytc
stroke, had 41 and Clay only 37 No one having been elected, the choce
was thrown 1nto the House of Representatives, Clay haung there the
power to elect exther of his opponents His choice fell on Adams as the
abler man and the one whose policies were nearer to hi> own The West
had not won the Presidency, but 1t had made a President

Adams had been elected by a section, but he tried to carry out his
policies without a thought of party or personal polinrcal profie These
policies ancluded nternal mprovements on a considerable scale, and
the devotion as well of public funds to educational and scentific pur
poses, all n ads ance of hus time The South feared for s slaves n a Yoose
construction theory of the Constitution, the West haw haned at the
“mtellectual* President, party leaders, looking tow ard the next election,
saw the impossibality of a man who would not cater to hungry clarmants
for pohtical favors, Adams was aloof, and doomed In spite of it all,
1 1828 he polled 4o per cent of the popular vote, but the South and
West beat hum heavily. Adams had stood by Jackson when he had raded
East Flonda, and fnally by diplomacy, n 1819 Adams had won that
new bit of termtory for us from Span, but Jackson had done the fighting,
and anyway he was the sort of man who would be popular with those
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who liked that sort of man The West assuredly did, the South was
afraid of Adams, the North, and loose construction, and Jackson was
easily elected For the first ime a man of the Western Waters journeyed
to Washington to take hus place in the White House
The democratic elements of the nation had brought about a mild
revolution 1n 1800 when they elected Jefferson 1 order to swing the
government back to the Amencanism of the fronner and the simple
citizen, and to stem the tide of Hamiltonianism and Federalism, with
thewr emphasis on prvileges and the nich That movement of revolt,
however, was shight as compared with the revolution of 1828 We have
merely to contrast the type of Jackson with that of the preceding Prest
dents—Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, Madzson, Monroe, and John
Quincy Adams—to realize that new forces would have to be taken mnto
consideration 1n Amercan hife The scenes at the Whte House after his
mauguration were accepted as a portent, and the crowds who thronged
the aity to see the man of the people placed m power were likened to
the barbanans pouning mnto Rome “It was the people’s day,” wrote an
eyewitness, ‘the people’s President and the people would rule” A
disorderly mob crushed their way 1nto the White House, stood on the
satm furmiture, smashed china and glass in their rush for refreshments
In the press, the President humself was nearly suffocated agminst a wall
and had to be rescued Tubs and buckets of punch were placed outside
on the grounds in the hope of keeping some of the mob out of the
house, but they continued to surge at the doors and those mside could
not escape until the windows were opened and the rooms cleared by
using them as exis To dwell on this aspect of what was in realty 2
great movement would be unfair
The election had been a victory not merely for a section, but for 3

class By 1825 every Northern State had finally provided for manhood
suffrage, and Jachson had been the chorce of many of the labonng and
small farmer class 1n the East as well as the overwhelming choice of the
West Ignorant as they were compared with the nicher Eastern classes
1t was these people who had hept the prnciples of the Declaranon of
Independence and the Revolusion in their hearts Amencanism 1n those
days had assuredly meant more than mere secession from the Bruish
Empue The common man had believed, and been taught to beheve,
that 1t meant a new hope for him, an opening of the door of opportunity
for all, a vecogmnon of his nghts as a man—not sumply as an owner Od
property—to hife, kiberty, and the pursuit of happmess He had watche:
with growing resentment s hat seemed to him the clasing of doors upot

hun, the nise of pruvileged classes, and the increasing difficulty or 10
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ability for bumself to reap profit and benefit from hus toll He feared 2
leader from a class which he mstincavely felt could not or would not
sympathize with his own troubles and 1deals He sought a leader of his
own sort, and as the West was the heart of this Amencamism 1t was
there that he was found

But 1f moving on from frontier hine to frontier line had stirred the
wits of the settlers m some respects, their expeniences had nothing to
give them more than the old parochial view of polinics which had been
held by the men of the towns and parishes of the East Their contacts
with the world at large were so negligible the problems of their small
communities were so standardized and simple that they could see few
difficulties 1n the way of beng provided with what they wished by
government The American doctrine had developed through the long
traming of the common man 1n local politics that anyone could do
anything Just as he had learned to become a Jack-of all trades imself in
his daily Iife, without specral tramng he could see no reason why
public office called for parncular qualinies or expenience The fact that
men had bad to turn their hands to everything m communities where
Iife was reduced 10 1ts simplest terms, and where there was little division
of labor, h1d tended not only to self confidence which was admirable,
but to a lowenng of the quality of work and thought Superficrality had
nevitably resulted from enforced versatiity Both the demand for a
high quality and the need for technical traiming ceased to be felt Jackson
voiced the almost 1 among his supp when he
declated that the dunes of all public offices are, or at least admut of
bemg made so plain and simple that men of intelligence may readily
quahfy themselves for their performance Mediocrity 1s one of the prices
{;md for complete equality, unless the people themselves can nise o higher
evels

The Jacksonian movement of revolt, like most of those which deeply
stic humamty, was one of asprration not of wtellect The men of the
West wanted a leader who would appeal to all of thair msuncts and
traits, not to their minds The fronuer bred equalitarramsm, it 15 true,
but at the same time a swaggenng indvidualism Life had a ternfic
simeness for all which made each ndividual fear to be different, and
yet From which he would fain escape by asserting himself The frontiers
man refused to 2dmt that anyone was better than lumself, and at the
same time, with the ancient nstinct of human nature, would stich
through thick and thin to a leader Such a leader, honever, must have
the frontiersman s own traits glorthied, not those of another group The
West agreed with Henry Clay's doctuine of an “Amencan System” as
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meeting the needs of hus section, but the Westerner was not a thinker
and could not give his allegiance to one In Jackson he found the man
he needed At once a born frontiersman, an Indian fighter, duelst,
htanan, and strong individuahst, the conqueror of the Bnush at

New Orleans, the man who without a thought of consttutional or
mternational difficultzes had marched into Flonda and seized 1t, a man of
almost superhuman strength of will, of sterling honesty, uneducated
but with often uncanny good judgment and happy mtuition, Jackson
provided just the figure the ignorant but hero Joving and 1dealistic masses
could cling to Tall, lank, raw boned, picturesque, fearless honest, stub-
born, lus legend crossed the mountams as Old Hickory,” and the rev
olution was accomplished

There has never been a more devoted patriot than the man he defeated
but the lofty vision of Amencamsm m the mind of John Quincy Adams
was not the Amencanism of the masses He thought too much 1n terms
of the ‘supenior man m the best sense of the adjective rather than of
the “common man Adams did not represent niches, but he did represent
mtellectual and moral ntegrity of the nghest type The common man
cared nothing for these Intellectual integnty was an unmeaning phrase
to him, and his morality easily included fighting the devil with fire and
rewarding ones friends with public office At the low end of both the
ecanomc and the ntellectual scale, is materal needs bulked large But
he also had his 1dealism He did not seek to plunder the nch What he
asked was what he thought America stood for—opportunity, the chance
to grow into something bigger and finer, as bigger and finer appeared to
hm He did not envisage America as standing for wealth only, and
certanly not as standing for cnlture; snll more certainly not as a re
production of Eurcp classes and conditions S hat vaguely he
envisaged 1t as freedom and opportunity for hymself and those like luim
tonise

Perhaps his Amencamsm was a dream, but 1t was a great dream The
o B P T S A

\
than a quarter of a century later, he bad made another effort to reahze it
We shall see hum do 1t twice again, before our story ends with its final
question 1f Amencanism 1n the above sense has been a dream it has
also been one of the great reahities n Amencan hfe It has been a moving
force as truly as wheat or gold It 1s all that has distinguished Amencd
from a mere quantitative COMPArIson Jn v ealth or art or letters or power
with the nattons of old Europe It 1s Amencamsm, and 1ts shnne has
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been n the heart of the common man He mav not have done much for
Amencan culture 1n 1ts narrow er sense, but 1n 1ts wider meaning it 15 he
who almost alone has fought to hold fast to the Amencan dream This
1s what has made the common man a great figure 1n the Amencan drama
Ths s the dominant mottf 1n the Amencan epic
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aither farmer or planter, bred a different set of qualities. The trader who
dealt 1 secumties or who turned over real estate gtuchly i rapidly
growing towns had no need of such qualiies as made the New England
farmer or such a Southem planter as Washington His personal mterests
often became disassacaated from those of his fellow citizens and even
tatmical 0 them Hurpan nature being what it s, be would conscrously
or nat, tend to view the pubhc 1nterest i the Light of Ius own just as
Dasuel Webster, the greatest statesman New England has produced,
could turn a somersault on the tanff question when the economic interest
of hus constituents changed
Had the growmg moneyed class been able to exert thewr mfluence
only by speech or wanng or casting ther solitary ballots, thev would
ot have made much difference 1n the country Their comparatie num
bers were very small, and they mght have entertamned any views thev
chiose as o the Amencan dream That, however, was not the case No
man can make a fortune by humself He has to depend mn part esther on
Ius nesghbors malang st for him,~as for example in the uneamed in
crement he denves from the increasing value of land,~or be has to
employ the Tabor of others, Toserving for humself, 1n return for lus own
capital and services, a portion of the retum from the labor of each of hus
sexfs, slaves or workmen The fact that an mdindual 15 shrewd or un
scrupulous enough to gvail humself largely of these means should not
blind us 1o the fact that he has not made s money scllely by Tumselt
He o es the greater part of st to hus fellows
We are here concerned only with the effect of the capitabists’ having
used the labos of others There 15 both an economic 2nd a pohinea)
question for ys 1n this The first 16 In what proportions sbould the
surpfus of Jabor be distnibuted between the capuahist and the laborer?
¢ second, What sort of character for citenshup 15 evolved mn the
Wage carmer as contrasted with that of the man who works for hamseif?
S0 fat n qur hstory we have settled the first chyefly by Force, and dodged
she sevand
As we have seen, Jefferson, the apostle of the Amencan dream, did
not believe 1n the possibility of realizing 1t except n & COunts; an which
the vast bulk of aizens weve mdependent farmess, owmng their oun
farms He believed very firmly that a great siifgoneming demoeracy
could nat survive the nse of a town, wage€aming proleranat So far as
our story has gone, the Jeffersoman democracy was safe We hne seen
thiat ats behen ers had nsen twice to repel what they had Telt to be attacks
on at, and had elected Jefferson himsclt m 1800 and Jackson In 1828
Because sconomic aud political democracy had advanced topether, 1t
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was still assumed, putting the cart before the horse, that economic
democracy was the result of political, and that life, hiberty, and the
purstut of happiness—in a word, “opportunity in 1ts widest sense—would
be assured to the people at large by manhood suffrage In 1840, out of a
total working population of 4 800,000 over 3,700,000 were still engaged
1 agnculture The next largest figure, that of nearly 80,000 1n manu
facturing, was, however, becoming omunous, espectally as more than
520,000 of these were concentrated 1n the Northern States

It had been becoming mncreasingly clear that the opportuntties for
making large individual fortunes 1n that section centred 1n the factory
Large-scale agnculture was out of the question, turnpihes, canals, the
new railroads, banks, aity real estate, might create wealth quickly, but
they all depended on 1ncrease of goods and population Manufactunng
was the key to both of these But manufactuning required labor, and the
creation of large private fortunes required the profits from a great deal of
labor or the unearned increment ansing from the efforts of others Astor,
mn New York, what wath his fur trading, his city real estate, and deals of
one sort and another, was setting the pace As with Ford and Rochefeller
to-day, hus fortune towered above those of other business men of his
time, but when he died 1n 1848 and left $20,000,000 he showed the
busmess men what “success’ might mean The great fortunes of the
early Republic, such as those of Hancoch and Washington, had
amounted to a few hundred thousand The pace had been immensely
quickened

The problem was labor Machinery, markets, T 10n, were
now ready But fortunes could not be made without hands who would
work for wages Not only was the supply of nauve Amercan women and
children madequate, but, as the mill owners became more rapacious
and the conditions of worh less attractive, the natve Amencan #as
largely dnven out of the factonies Although at first guls had come 1n
wllingly from the farms to work for a few years, by 1846 we read that
“a long, low, black wagon, termed a ‘slaver,” makes tups to the north of
the state [Massachusetts], crursing around 1n Vermont and New Hamp-

shire, with a commander who 15 paxd one dollar a head for all [the
T oy Al 1 1.3 con Eihev

'

'
loyees agamst

did their best to decent d for their empl
the pressure of their greedy competitors, the whole situanon radically
altered in manufactuning between 1830 and 1850 b

The pre-Revolutionary mmmigrants who had come floods 1 the
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mddle of the eighteenth century had almost all gone on to the land
and their families had now been 1n Amenca for nearly a century They
were thorough Amencans who insisted on Amencan standards and con
ditions Swnce that great movement had spent 1ts force, there had been
comparatively httle inmigration From the first census 1 1790 to 1825,
the smward flow of foreigners averaged only about 8ooo a year at all
ports and these were eanly absorbed From 1825, however, the numbers
inczeased annually almost without a break, from 10,000 10 that year to
nearly 300 000 1n 1849, most of them coming 1nto Northern ports From
about 1830 the employer of labor found himself m possession of about
5000 possible new hands a year After another decade thus had nsen to
over 100 000, and when the famine 1n Ireland had done tts worst, imms
gration Jumped to between 250,000 and 300 oco anmually Here at
last was what the manufacturer had been looking for At the end of the
period, the abortive revolunonary movements on the contient sent 3
goed many educated Germans to us, but for the most part the immgrants
who came were extremely poor and ignorant They had fled from un
bearable poverty at home, and had expended everythung they bad merely
to get here To them America was a land of promse, the one hope left
m the world America was ndeed, 2 land of promuse, but ats Eastern
section was not so ndubatably one for 8 poor man Among the econcm
scally lower classes many people were feemng from 1t as fast as they could

¥ 1850 over 16 per cent of all persons born 1n the Eastern and Middle
States, and nearly 27 per cent of those born 1n the Southern States had
gone westward Again 1a the same year, more than 5o oo persons almost
alln the Hast, were paupers and 135 600 were supported 1o whole or In
part by the State More than 66 coo of the latter and about 37 cco of
the former were not 1mmigrants, byt native born Americans

The earher Insh who came were mostly put 1o spade work and 102
congiderable extent they dug our canals and laid down one railroads The
native Amencan brought up on a farm-—Jefferson s good atzen—had an
mbom dislike for working for someone else He had a proper and m
stinctive dread of losing his mdependence and the full stature of hus
manhood Rather than fall to that, he preferred, if he could to move
West and begin agamn as his own man He had not had 1n the past,
he B h LL deme acan
A .
th

ar

to the top The immugrant who came to Amenca was greatly looked
lown upon, because of his strangeness, frequent uncouthness, and
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low standard of living As he took the low paid manual jobs working
for other men, which the American had declhined not on the score of
their being manual but because of therr being for others, the contempt
for the foreigner began to be transferred to the work he did, and the
Amenican began to estabhish his tradition that the work, as well as the
forergner doing 1t, was beneath lim  As sheals of Insh women became
household servants, the feeling came to include domestic service In this
respect, and most unfortunately, the despised foreigner 1n the North fed
the same supenonty-complex tendency 1 the development of our psy
chology as did the negro slave in the South

The negro slave had at least one great advantage over the Northem
factory worker He was property, and had to be taken care of What the
Northern manufacturer considered hs property was the mill with 1ts
machunery, and he came to care no mote for the worher than for the
bale of cotton The few mill owners who wished to be farr to ther
employees had to meet the fierce competstion of the unscrupulous It
was charactenstic of a good deal to come 1n our life that the American
System’ of Henry Clay was 1 by the {: as 3
‘system,” but with no regard for the mndwiduals to whom alone any
system could mean anything Like our modern efficiency 1t forgot the
man The f: did indeed f: goods, and so increased
population and provided a marhet for agricultural products For this they
demanded ‘protection’ and other special favors from the national govern
ment, but they cared not a rap as to what they were doing to Americans
as human bemgs Prices to the consumer, on the one hand, were
raised as high as the special pnvileges secured would permit, and on
the other, the native Amencan working class was beaten down m the
economic scale as Jow as possible The manufacturer was enabled to do
this by using the club of cheap immigrant labor

Recosery from the disastrous panic of 1837 was slow, but in another
half-dozen years the mills were making very large profits By 1845, for
example, the Nashua and Jackson mulls were paying 24 per cent 1
diidends, and many were returning heawly on watered stoch Mean
while, wages had been largely reduced and production speeded up A
gurl was expected to handle machinery doing nearly four times as much
work 1 the late 1840's as compared with little more than a decade pre
viously In the Middle States a ten hour day had been secured m many
lines of work, but New England stll clung to tuelse or fourteen It
was there contended that “the morals of the operates will necessanfy
suffer 1f longer absent from the wholesome disaipline of factory m"}
Could Puntan hvpocnsy go farther? The legislature was assuzed that s
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1t Jowered the hours of work no hmit conld be placed to the evils of
msspent tme by thus leaving the operatives “to therr will and liberty *
As the mills and factones increased 1n size, and the mull towns grew m
population, both hygienic and social conditions became worse A pent
tion to the Massachusetts Legislature in 1842 declared that * The popu
lanon of manufactuning places are now, m great measure, dependent
for the means of physical, mtellectual and moral culture, upon the will
of therr employers ”

In both Europe and Amenca the period was one of lasssex farre m
economics The wll of the business man, even m the Amenca of today,
15 by the necessity of the case a will to make a profit Oply what
he may choose to do with hus profits beyond 2 certain pomnt, in the way of
business or socsal service, rests entirely with hum, even when the com
petition of unsotally minded competitors permuts him to exerese that
choice Tn New England, the will of the employers, with very few notable
exceptions, was directed to making every cent of profit possible without
the slightest regard far the welfare of thewr employees or the larger social
questions of Americanism sn the section The manager of the largest il
0 Fall River announced that so long as he could find hands to work at
the Jowest wages, he would get every partrcle of work possible out of
them, and, when worn out, would discard them as he would worn-out
machines The manager of a mill at Holvoke who found his hands lan
£U0t0us 1 the morming concerved the 1dea of working them on empty
stomachs, and succeeded for a while in getting three thousand yards more
of cloth a week for the same wages Had the manufacturess been scraping
along on little or no profit, some excuse myght have been offered for their
€utting costs m order to heep gomg at all but divdends were high and
watered stocks were spouting fortunes The atntude toward Tabor was
thus dictated by pure greed and not by the necessity of the ease By
1850 the good type of native New England men and women who had
originally flucked to the mills to work had been driven out

e highly respected and prosperous merchants and shipowners of
Boston and other leading New England ports bad proved equally m
capable of any vision other than that of liming their onn pochets Aftes
the “War for Sailors Rights” fought agamst England 1n 1812, the ship
owners reduced wages until 1n a few decades they had brought thern far

low those possible for an Amercan workman The captams and officess
“ere often brutal, and satlors could get no redress when conditions were
brought 10 the attention of owners Within a comperatively few vears
the fine Yankee smlor had almost disappeared, and hus place had been
tahen by the Jowest and most 2bandoned of the foreign groups In 1817
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the government had passed a law that at least two thirds of the crews
must be Amenicans, but, as usual when a law conflicted with their sup-
posed interests, the business men completely disregarded this one On
the other hand, after flogging had been made 1llegal, the Boston Manne
Society, composed of the most respected shipping merchants m Boston
at a ime when the North was being mflamed over the cruelties to the
negro n the South, petitioned the government to restore the nght to fog
sailors to their work The great shipowners were making fortunes and
laying the foundations for future social snobbery, but 1n the process they
were brealing Federal laws and, by forcing down wages to starvation
levels and by wielding the lash, they were dnving self respecting Amer
1can sailors out of our merchant manne To a constderable extent the
same story could be told of the rest of the industnal North ‘The
rich, the wise, and the good of the old Federahst formula had broken
down m their leadership, and a class of wage earners new to Amencan
society was beginning to look for leadership in 1ts own ranks Labor be-
gan to organize, but for the most part 1t was merely on the defensive
duning this period

Between 1830 and 1850, about two and a half milkon foreigners had
been added to the population, chiefly 1 the Middle and New England
States, giving an entirely different complexion to the problems of self
government and manhood suffrage Hordes of underpaid i1gnorant m
mmgrants, with hittle training m government of any sort, replaced the old
Amencan stock with 1ts long expenence of town meetngs and pohtics
The new atizens could be led to the polls by “bosses ” and the demoral
1zation of the larger mumecipalities quickly ensued, the nich caring 1o
more for the quality of the electorate than for the welfare of ther
“hands,” provided that the legislatures, hike the factonies gave them the
destred results People were no longer thinking in terms of statesmanship
and the future, but of prate business and the present Conststutional
questions which had perforce been the chief study of the earlier gen
erations for so many decades were considered settled, except perhaps
slavery, which everyone thought of as Iittle as possible when allowed to
forget 1t

The condiions of the penod were developing several of those traits
which we consider rather distnctively “Amencan,” but which really
date from this ime The nation was growing at 8 staggening rate Whether
we pore over the tables showing population growth, manufactunng
commerce, the increase of wealth, or what not, we are struch even 1o-day
by the manelous changes wrought everv vear There seemed no hmt
whateser to the possibilines The Tederal Census of 1850 estimated that
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1f the rano of sncrease for the preceding decade were mamntained, the
United States would hase a population of 265,000,000 1n the year 1930
Inawble showing the comparative progress of our populanon with that
of forergn countnes 1t demonstrated that, whereas between 1790 and
1850 the average growth of Prusaa, Great Brwan, Russia, and France
had been only 17 per cent annually each, ours had been 8 17 per cent

We no longer feared any nation on the earth The West was ours
unbampered The future seemed clear and glonous A great wave of
optimism swept over the country, and reenforced by the matenal deselop-
ment of the next three quarters of a century, was to become a lasting
trait i the Amenican character Amenca had always been a hopeful
country, but, until the mddle of the eighteenth century, hie had been
afauly serious business Nathing but parts of the seaboard had been won
from the wilderness, and everywhere 1n the background were French
and Indhan enemes The colonies were weah, dependent parts of an
empie By 1750, as we have seen, a very substantal avilization had
ansen along the coast, but then came the anxous years of controversy,
war, and the weakness of the new mdependent government for an entite
generation The attitude lntherto had thus been hopeful but senous
From the 183¢s on, this changed to a rampant opttmism

If, 1n view of the somewhat dark picture pamnted 1n the begnning of
thus chapter, 1t be ashed how optimism hecarne so general throughout all
classes, the answer 15 not far to seek It must be noted for one thing, that
howeyer badly off a large mulntude of the new mmigrants mght be
at the lowest rung of the American economic ladder, they were used to
a low standard of Iiving, and 1n almost every respect, not feast m the

dep poliical phere, thev found tt Ives far better off
than they had been m the countnes from which they came The Ger
mans, of whom we shall speak 1n the next chapter, mosy went West
and prospered The Inish, poor as they v ere on first armsal, tool to Amer
1can hfe Jike duchs to water and soon rose 1 the scale of hiving becoming
foremen, policemen, politicians and m a few yeats many of each suc
ceeding crop of immigrants climbed to a level of influence and economic
standards undreamed of 1 the old country For the nauve bom who
were bemng worsted in the struggle i the East, there was the West, with
Usrainbows

But, most umportant perhaps of all, there w1
of any legal class d The Fact that opp appeated at Jeast
10 Be open to everyone hept alive belief i the Amencan dream After
Andrew Jackson esery boy was bemng told he rmught be President of the
Unyted States In the Old World, luck or gemus mught raise 2 man from

s the complete absence
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nothing to emnence but for the general mass of men there was e
hope these of nsing above the station m Iife mto which they bad been
born In the America of the earher days character and hard work wght
bring a competency butmnan agricultural economy the sccumulation
property was for most a slow process and wealth was attaned by ey
few On the contrary n the seething Amenca of the 18305 2nd 18495
both ymmugrant and old Amenican Eelt that wath just 3 bttle Juck fortune
rught be waiting for hum around the corner Hadn t Astor made 322
006 coo, Girard left $6 ooo oo whle men mn every communiy W
evidently getting nich on a large of less spectacular sele? Astor bad
been a formgn immigrant scurcely able to read and wate yet theit
was nch as Creesus and dictatmg to the government Name o for
eigner nich or poor learned or unlearned the race was free fof ol
the prizes were beyond the imagmations of the precedimg generstio?
or of Exropean magnates There was nothing but the mystenous (3R
of the bram cells that need heep one man below another Butif one 8e%
to get ahead of his fellows 1f one were to grow nch n a few 3835
rust hursy Ciry lots were nsing 1 price with every yest of o
ulation corporations were growng greater all the ume the 3
of opportumty at the door seemed to grow louder and mote s
a man listened and Ife was short For ones self for ones farmy o7
meust hurrv

The older Amenican cwshzation had been Jewsurely Aany taseie®
found Amencans rather slow and all too often 12y Worh had
necessary and had been enthroned as 2 vistue ur when the P"“‘b“'mes
of altering ane's position were small and the farmer of storekeepet £
pected to be farmer or storekeeper all hus hfe there fiod been te 3%
stability Now there was nesther 4

Bettes roads ratlnays and steambonts had all speeded up e amﬁg
tempo of hfe a bt but not sufficiently to account for that nenous B
that from now on was to be another distinctive Amencn ¢
Yotk wrote one traveles about 1840 15 the busicst communitt
man could desire to be s Io the streets all 18 hurrs 89
very carts nstead of being drawn by horses ac 2 walking paces 8% © s
ata gallep and alwavs i s brsh ot “The whole of the poPY “mbv
he adds “seep 1n the streets seem 1o enjoy this bustle and addte “n‘ﬂ
their own rapd pace as if under the apprehensioft 2 b’“’;‘; he
Yate ” Nenousness become s common physical trast Al observers © heit
peniod note the new hase sith which the Amencans s:u![‘fd down ¢
Tacals and hurned from the table The American jaws begs? then £
Jess mouon and the chewng of tobaceo precussar of gum beeame



THE NORTH BEGINS TO HUSTLE 145

unnersal Describing the New Englander, another observer wrote that
“when hus feet are not m motion, his Engers must be m action, he must
be whitthng a prece of wood, cutung the back of his chair, or potching
the edge of the table, or Ius jaws must be at work gnnding tobacco

He alnays has something to be done, he 1 alwaysna terrible hurry He
15 Bt for all sorts of work, except that which requires slow and minute
processes The 1dea of these flls ham with borror, 1t 1s us hell “We are
bom 1n haste,” commented an Amencan of the day, “we finish our edu
cation on the run, we marry on the wing we make fortune at 3 stioke,
and Jose 1t 1n the same manmer ”

The New York Sun, n a long article 1n 1838, noted that the universal
mana had spread to the cluldren “Try, 15 the first word, the meaning of
which 1s thoroughly mastered Bogs are men before they are loosed trom
therr leading strings They are educated mn the behef that every man
must be the architect of hus own fortune Dreams of ambition or of
wealth never the arm which drves the hoop—~the foot which gives the
ball 1ts smpetus Toys are stock 1n trade Barter 15 fallen mnto by 1nstinct,
253 young duch takes to water There 15 scarcely 2 lad of any spint who
does not, from the time that he can connect the most smple 1deas, peture
to humself some rapid 10ad to wealth—ndefimte and obscure, 1t IS true
But he reads the hustory of Girard, and of others who have amassed
wealth He sees the termim of the race—poverty at one end--affluence
at the other, and jumps the intermediate years He fances that the course
of amassing will be as easy as imagination He dreams of dashing 1nto a
fortune by some lucky speculation Contentment with competence he
{earns ta regard as a slothful vice To become nich, and, of coutse, re
spected, influential, great, powerful, 15 Tis darling object

1t was already noted by foreign travelers that the Amencan dd not
love monev for 1ts own sake or hoard 1t as did the Buropean, but was

of the Pilgrnms and Puntans had taken a great coaibe » = B
comfortable Holland and England for the Yleak witderness Every tmal
of new stes for settlement had always been & chance Every ane of the
many millon immigrants—German, Swiss: Scotch, Insh, Enghsh,
French, and what not—who had staked theit Jast bt of money 1 the
d taken 3 tremendous chance,
for humsel and hus famly The colonists had 1aken a chiance when they
defied the mught of the Brush Empire Yet, somehow, 1t seemed that

ninety nme ymes out of a hundred the dice had fatlen night Taking 2
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chance had got mto the blood of the Amencan untl by the rud<entury
we find, as Kipling wrote of hunnearly a century later,

He greets th embarrassed Gods, nor fears
To shake the ron hand of Fate
Or match with Destuny for beers.

The ifuence of this taking a chance, of matching with Destiny for
beers, had been it & after but 1t was the
West that had made the winning chances so dazzling even for the East
emer As we have panted ous had the contment stopped shors at the
Appalachian M the civil of the seaboard would probably
have developed afong the hnes already so clearly marked out by the
muddle of the eghteenth century As 1t was, that older civibzation was
almost completely wiped out Amencan culture and character, moulded
by new influences were to be wholly dsfferent The planter, the states
man, the churct the “genth " as then und d, the budding
poet or artist, wese all to be conguered for many generations by the
nsing man of affairs

There wese two factors which cluefly mfluenced the new type of
cvthization One was the colossal size and richness of the new Amet
1can empire, which made the prizes to be won so great as to turn the
heads of even the most conservatve of old Eastern famulses, and the
other was the absence of any smpassable socal barniers, which made
success a free for all race, and so intensified the Gerceness of compets
ton to the nth degree Mans love of bemg distinguished among bis
fellows has been one of the leading factors 1 rmsng the level of the
whole race In Amenca as contrasted with Eurape, 1t was open (0 €161/
man, thearetscally at Jeast, o nise from the very bottom to the top Wealth
m every society has spelled to 2 considerable extent, power and oppot
tumty. It was not strange that 1t should do so 1n Amenca, after the
pronecning stage was over The difference between Europe and Amenc
was that in the latter the prizes of wealth were far larger, they were ©
be won more quickly and easly, and they were open toall Thisna rurelly
meant that the posability of winning them svas m every body’s mund, just
350 England to-day, where high and low bet on horscs, everyone
races, or 25 10 a Latin cauntry they talk lottesies In Amenca, the place
of horses and loutery tickets was taken by vast enterpnses, the prizes #ere
mullions, and the people talhed about them Making money W;
great and exating game m which everyone partiapated OF course thé
element of luck was great, but those of shill and abilaty were also P’“““ﬁ
and thus, apart from the exatement of the game, snd the power 8%
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Pleasures to be denved from wealth, a fortune, 1f made by ones self,
became also a badge of personal ment in the eyes of the public, our only
substitute for a peerage to mark the man of outstanding ability

If the size of the prizes, and the opening of the race to all, made for
much amless ‘hustle” and sheer bodily nervousness, they also released
an enormous amount of energy i the people at large and diected at
mto the channels of personal ambiion It was a fact of vast sigmficance
that not only, as the Stun said, was the word “ury” the frst of which the
child mastered the meaning, but everyone, educated and uneducated,
old Amencan or newly landed 1mmigrant, was also expected to “try”
For the several mllion foreigners 1n partrcular, to be expected to try, and
to have something to try for, was a challenge releasng unsuspected
resersours of energy and resource

Some of the effects, however, were not so good The winning of 2
fortune in haste required 1ntense concentration We have already seen
how, 1n spute of the 1dealism also present, the hfe of the lower classes
i Amenca and particularly on the frontier tended to become absorbed
1n the pursuit of the matenal basis of ife In the older sections the purswit
of wealth, although 1t had 1ts idealistic side, tended lihewnse toward matent
absm In 1834 a by no means unsympathetic traveler noted that scenery
meant nothing, that to the Amenican 2 waterfall “1s a motive power for
his machinery, & mill privilege, an old building 15 a quarry of bucks
and stones, which he works without the least remorse At the bot.
tom of all that an Amencan does, 1 money, beneath every word money
Although he gave much more hberally than the European to useful and
pubhe objects, “it 15 nerther enthusiasm nor passion that unties hus
purse strings, but motrves of policy or considerations of propnety, views
of utilty and regard for the public good, m which he feels hus own
Prvate mterests to be involved ”

The American standard of living, except 1n the notable extravagance
m dress, was m some respects as yet below Europe The cult of plumb-
mg had not come, and an Enghsh traveler m 1840 could complain
butterly that even in most first-class hotels, like the Tontme Fouse an
New Haven, there was no such thing as a water-closet, guests having t©0
€0 out of doors to an 1llsmelling place at the end of the back yard With
the rapid sncrease of wealth, however, the standard was rapidly nang
and the Amencan man began to be caught 1 the endless treadmull of
misng family costs Wath the great readjustment gong on, the himutless
Possibilities, and the establishing of a new scale of tncomes he must
needs indeed have been a brave or quixonc man who deliberately de-
chined £ try to make money and who ntecested bumself i other things
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Moreover, there has been one factor 1n Amencan money makung of
deep and Jasting smportance to Amernican social ife and character, present
from the start, but becoming more marked m thus period In communities
of more or less stable popul. and a comg 15 accumu
lated slowly The speed with which one could get nch in Amenca was
due to the immense merease mn population growth, and the exploitanion
of thec s unequaled Inaold there would hae
been a disunct imut to the expansion of a business or the building of
aties In the Land of Promise there seemed to be none The more men
who devoted themselses to the matenal development of the countr, the
more quickly 1t developed, and the greater the chance of everyone toget
something out of 1t for lumself Thus, supentmposed on the old Puntzn
and pioneer rusing of work 10 the rank of a virtue, was the new con
ception of business as somehow a social and patniotic duty Accumulated
competencies or fortunes were rare The overwhelmmg mass of the
people, with boundless energies let loose, were anxious to mmprove ther
posiion The combined mass of therr destres, united with the reshzauon
that the more rapid the development of the country, the mote chance
they had indwidually to realize therr hapes, created 2 public opion that
st was the duty of every man to assist 1n the deselopment of the nation—
that 15, to g0 1nto business of some sort and to ‘make business” This
combined with the ordinary temptation to mahe money and the Jack of
soctal pleasures and the resources of cultivated society, made the pressure
tothink 1n terms of business almost irresistible

Even the young heir to a fortune, an observer of the 1830's tells 18
*has no conception of hving without a professton, even when his famly
15 11ch, for he sees nobody about hum not engaged 1n bustness ” The mat
without a busiess gradually ceased to have public respect or soaal
standmg One nch young man “weaned out with hus solitary lesue
. . could find no other rehef than to open a fancy-goods shop” Even
the pulpit, always sensiive to public sentiment, hurled anathemas 2t
the man of letsure, devoting himself to the cultvation of the arts, 3 2
poliical enemy to hus country, and the introducer of anstocracy and o
wdle and pernicious habats Here and there the exodus to Burope stared
and occasional Amencans who could afford to do so, and whose (2%
and temperaments could not be satised wath the new conformty 0

business, began to appear in Pans London, or Rome as exiles

7’ e, and unimportant exceptions For the 76t
© % < ake

destre and publc opinion tended to ™
' that the race was free for all, with 5
and the fact that going mto busto®ss
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and making money had for the reasons just given been exalted mto a
sart of religious duty and patriotic virtue, introduced yet another element
mto the moral condition of the natton Business ceased to be a mere
occupation which must be carried on in accordance with the moral
code. It had wself become part of that code Money malking having be
come & irtue, 1t was no longer controlled by the virtues, but ranked with
them, and could be werghed against them when any conflict occurred
The quick, development of an industry ot a tract of land, the making of
amillion dollats to be added to the capital resources of the nation, could
be weighed as exhibitions of moral and patnotic virtue agamnst breaches
of other exhibitions of virtue, such as justice or honesty It was the
tremendous development of the country, and the opening of the gates of
opportunity to all, that had brought this about Had 1t not been for
this raising of money making to the moral plane as a virtue m atself, 1ts
delinquencies could never have been measured with crimes agamst other
patts of the moral code As 1t was, unhappily, they could be, and were

As we have seen, i the colonial pertod the American had been
tempted into an atntude of lawlessness by the passage of impossible,
unwise, or mnconvement laws by the Brinsh Parhament three thousend
mules away The colonist had got 1mto the habit of deciding for humself
what laws he would or would not obey As the country had expanded
westward, frontier condutions had reenforced this attitude toward law
Of the widespread lawbreaking 1n the period from 1830 to 1850 we
shall speal more at length 1 the next chapter, but we may here note
that another factor, very subtle but very deep reaching, 1n the attitude
of the Amencan toward law was mtroduced by the rasing of money
making to the rank of a virtue This, and the fast tempo of the new
Amencan Iife, made 1t all too easy for the mdimidual to get tumself
mvolved m gl sorts of moral casmstries It might, of course, be wrong,
50 he could argue to himself, to make false statements, even to perjure
t, to brabe a legusl

humself 1n a report or appl to the governr
to hoodwink a competitar, to take an unfair advantage, but on the other
hand, 1f by doing so he could put through his deal, 1f he could make a
million in a year mstead of 1 ten, was not that 2 patnotic serice that
might well outweigh the personal peccadillo involved in the means of
1s attanment? Were not the voices of the Church and puubhc praise
umted 1 assunng ham that by making money fast and d““"’l“"g‘
the country he was rendenng a patnotic service and performmng a moral
duty? If the malung of a hundred thousand was 2 moral act, the making
of a million must be one of exalted virtue and patuotim 1,10 the course

Wach o -
of doing sa, a pol or a land-office officral 1n W ora
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legislators in the State Capitol scemed to be in the way, 1t could hardly
be immoral to get nd of their obstruction by the simplest and quickest
method possible It might be, as ald Ben Franklin bad said that honesty
was the best policy, but that meant 1t was only a policy, and 1f another
policy worked better, why not employ 1t? If honesty was a vistue, so als
was “developing the country ” They could be weighed quantitatively
agamnst each other, and if the reasoner happened to profit to the tune of
amilhion, that was his luck or God s providence

As for honest government, muniaipal or State, “the Fathers” had for
tunately set up all the machinery for us 1t had, of course, to be kept
gomg just as the machmery i the factones had to, but 1t was i pud
worh which could be left to a Jow class of Jabor just as foreigners were
being put to run the machinery 1 the mlls So long as the government
ran fairly well and the cost was not too hugh, a patnot could be better
emplayed 1n making a millien 1 s office than in working for $5002
year as a State Senator If the machinery did not run smootbly, if the
cost got too high or the legislauve product were not sauisfactory
might be necessary to bother about 5t, but meanwhile the countty hadto
be developed " and a practcal pamiot was busy about more ymportnt
things than legislaung As to the crime that was becoming rampant
throughout the country, there was no use 1n getung excted about that,
and the business man had bis affarrs to attend to So 1an the ordiosty
busimess man s mind

Indecd, what with the hurry, the dimiable opportumines and the
ferce competstion, this new sort of get nch-quick patniotism was putong
a heavy strain on men Just as in the early colonial days, or out 0 the
advanaing frontiers a good bt of man's culture had to be dropped over
board 50 now, 1n this new sort of struggle in the deseloped East 1t fad
to be Each stipped for the race to meet competiion Time was money
and could not be wasted on what did not produce money In the West,
culture had come to be looked down upon by the pioneers as effeminate
and useless because 1t did not help to fell trees and mahe a cleanng Soim
the East, among a very different class, 1t began to be disparaged becaus®
1t lessened the speed i malung money Reading and music began ©0
Jeft to the women Men dropped out of soaiety, or if they attended so®
function would be likely to be found segregated on one side of the roor
uninterested 1n the conversanon of the women and 1 tura incapable o
interesting them Just as money making had become a manly and p:tnﬂﬂ:
virtue, S0 an Interest in art and letters tended to become 2 fermmr
minor vice It was the frontier aver agam 10 fundamental influences
though 1na gilded, rococo setning
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As we compare the East of 1850 with that of 17750, I think we find the
most essentsal contrast to be 1n the field of morals and the scale of values
There 15 no use in throwing stones at the men of the later period they
were caught mn the conditions which surrounded them We cannot find
fault with the pioneer for losing some of the standards of avilized hfe
and developing others under the strain of the type of ife he led In
smilar fashion these men of the East of 1830 to 1850 were subjected to
new and colossal strains Unfortunately, however, just as the poneer
peniod on the frontiers left scars on the American mmnd, along with
some excellent legacies, so did the Eastern penod Chief among these
was the moral confuston caused by the expansion of the old conception
of work as a moral virtue nto the further conception of money making
as both a petsonal virtue and a patnionc duty, with the resultant confusion
as to 1ts relabion to the rest of the virtues and the whole scale of social
and moral values Emanating directly from the too rapid expansion of
the country, [ think we must consider 1t one of the most potent influences
for enl 1n American hfe Yet the more one studies it sympathetcally
with a wish to understand, the less does one see how 1t could have been
avoided There was dly no innate weakness or sinfulness 1n the
American people We did not love money for 1t own sake as much as did
the Europeans In accepting the Industnial Revolution, we never ‘brought
0 betng such Fnghtful condrnons as ensued 10 the English manufactur
g areas, bad as wese our own Both Jefferson and John Quincy Adams,
fareseerng the ewils of too rapid growth, had wished so to conserve the
lend 11 the West as to spread the process of development over centunes
Only a despotic government could have forced that policy on a people
muluplying with incredible rapidity and bussting with energy Given
the mtroduction of machunery, the rapid expansion westward, our limit
Tess tesources, and our multplyng popul the swift lation of
wealth was nevitable In a socrety without barners, where there were no
established socal drstincuions, competition would be of unheard-of Berce-
ness, but that was part of the Amencan dream It was an nevitable
corollary of equality of opportumty That was a legacy of yneaicalable
value, though 1t has come down to us encumbered by the confusion of
moral values which may, happily, not prove pesmanent Possibly, neather
Jegacy may prove so

In stressmg the above topic because of sts smportance, I have thus far
€i¥en an ympression of cultural smphaty to the penod m the North
which 1t was far from possessing m seality The time was one not only
of abounding vitality but of vast confusion In Europe, as # ell 31"““'
1t threw to the surface all sorts of new “movements” and “isms,” wise
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a0d foolssh, but, beudes tecening nnumerable cranks from the other side
of the ocean, we raised a large crop of our own, rdiocy, unfortunately,
never needing a protectne wanff. Mingled, however, wath all linds of
absurd experiments to make the world over socally and ecopomucally,
Aiscussed 1n books and lectures or put mto practice in shortl ed “rom
muntses,” there was much of lasting worth Impnsonment for debt s
abohished, prsons were reformed, the care of the insane was smproved
floggng abolished education provided for the blind, mosemests started
for temyperance, world peace, women's nghts, abolition of davery
One of the most broadly tmportant of the movements was that 1
educonon Even n New Englond, where opportumnes for free educt
won of the very young had been greater than elsewhere, the laws wee
much better and more Liberal than was the actual practice Chuelly o8
account of tavation, the nch almost everywhere opposed free education
and the movement developed from the working class The Americn
system of education 15 ane of the fruts of the practseal working of the
Amencan dreame In 1830 a workingmen s meenng in Philadelphia uno®
1mously resoled that “there can be no real hberty wathout a wide
diffusion of real intelligence that until means of equal sfrucue?
shall be equally secured 1o al), hiberty 15 but an unmeaning word a0
equality an empty shadow » Wathin the next two decades the present
system of free education i the lower grades was established, and calleges
Likewise mulnsplied, there having come wnto beng a handred and Ry
small denominational ones alone by the mid<entury Unfortunately, 15
as aur modern system onginated among the people and contimatd 10
Tatgely controlled by them, so 1t bore some of the marks of ats sponsors
Not only were mstruction and wntelligence considered more st
synonymous, as i the abose quotation, but the amm and content ©
education tended ta be hmited by the culsural standasds and ontlock
the class which had brought 1t 1nto being It was aimed at safeguasdins
economic and political democracy rather than at the development of 15
wodiwidual, and its content was selected accordingly To a great exteth
Yargely because our nanonal aims are even yet obscure to oueselves, ‘555
ongmnal tonfusion 1 our educational systern has never been 1esoh®
Innusetable voices scem to come to us from the Notth i lf’ﬁ

decades, advancmng esery sort of business scheme, DIGOE ol nds
soctal reforms, offering (o cure every ll-ndsidualism Tn mad 1 8%

effort to binld a sactety and a nation They come to us blended W ¢
£ heatte 118
e 10

ave
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ments, but three voices, all from Massachusetts, sound clearly above the
clamor and gave expression to three distinct traits of the penod—Emerson
with bus optimism and self reliance, Garnson declamming aganst slavery,
Webster pleading for nationalism
It 15 useless, with our present small knowledge, to attempt to account
elabarately for the appearance of the arts at any given time and place
Wehave seen thata group of mntellectuals, headed by Irving and Cooper,
bad appeared 1n New Yorl,, and new a much more important one—n
cluding Emerson, Hawthorne, Whttier, Longfellow, Thoreau, and oth
ers—began to appear i the neighborhood of Boston This has been
called the flowenng of the Puntan spinit, and vanous other things which
equally mean nothing It 1s easy to bemuse ougselves with words, but
the plain fact 1s that we do not know why, out of the three centunes of
Boston hustory, there should have been a few decades dunng which an
unusual Iuerary group appeared all at once, and never before or after
One or two things may be saad Whatever other by products it may have
kad, the Calvinistic theology of Puntanism had tramed the New Eng
1and muind to think mean ach anywh Thought as
thought, and rmind as 1ts mstrument, had been held 1n higher respect 1n
New England than n any other section The decadence of the old
theology had left the people at large mdifferent to a great extent, but
the release from the conceptions of Hell did not release the old mhibiting
nfluences on thought and mstinctive conduct Among 2 small group 1n
Boston, however, Unitaniamsm had served as a ranonahzing bndge be-
fween the dread Jehovah and 2 somewhat vague Power for Good at the
centre of things This abstract Power for Good, reenforced by the con
@rete development of the resources of the West began to make the world
~that 15, Boston and sts neighborhood—a pleasanter place to live in If
God after all was good, and f the US A was defimitely on the road to
ming the greatest nation on the earth there was ample material for
the highly trained Boston mtellect to work on
All this, and more, does not explan, nevertheless, why there should
almose simultaneously have appeared such a group as did appear Of
m all, the most authentically American was Emerson, if we possibly
except Thoreau, and there 1s no comparison between the men in the
mBuence they have exerted Without any thought through system, a fact
Which perhaps has endeared bim all the more to Amencans, Emerson
¥as imbued completely with the new spint of Amencan optimism and
with the religion of the mfimte possibilities 1n the indwidual common
man Why all this deference to the great men of the past, he ashs when
2 geeat 2 stake depends on your prvate act today as followed therr




154 EPIC OF AMERICA

public and renovwned steps” “Hutch your wagon to 3 star” he told his
hearers sn a thoroughly American metapbor which could tholl them
Probably bis most popular essay has alnays been that on “Self Rehance”
and he has indubstably surred innumerable youth to Iugh endeavar 1
the history of Amencan thought, the fusther west the Indian was dmen
the more remote the Devil became In Emerson, the Dewi, or the problem
of Lvil, evap d almost completely Dr Ch ng and the now distazt
ponecr had done a complete yob

The Amencan dream—the belief 1n the 1alue of the common man, 56
the hope of opeming every asenue of opportunity to hura~was not 2
logical concept of thought Like every great thought that has saned
and adyanced humanity, it was a yeligious emotion, a gréat act of fath,
a courageous leap anto the dark unknown As fong as that dream peestst
10 strengthen the heart of man, Cmerson will remain one of its prophets.
On the other hand, noble and simple as hus life nas, there #as yuch
fus doctrne that lent tself all 100 reachly to the emphasing of Amen
can tats already produced on frontier afser frontier Such a guoranon
*“Do not eraze yourself with thinking but go about yout business any
where Lsfe 1s not mtellectual ot entical, but sturdy,” illustrates what i
have 1n mind His behef 1n the value of spontaneity, of the ntwiton
rather thin the thought through conclusion, was of the frontier, DOt
the Punttan In na other author can we get so dJose o the whale of 2
Amencan spiit as 1n Emerson In him we sense the aboundiag WY
and goodress of e, the brushing aside of the possibines of falutes
or s, the fugh value placed on the andnadual, the rmporEncs
ascribed to the every act of you and me, the aspiration toward the 3%
and the calm assurance that the solid eacth s ours, the worship of culnuse

bined with the comfy that the spontaneous BP0

may be best, the nsstence on a strenuons indwiduality, the trunpet
blasts that call us to high endeavor m the hists of thought and charatith
combined, for our weaker moments, with the dicta that “we 87 ali W
and that “culture ends 1 headache * His volumes are the miiot of the
American soul Every hneament 15 there reproduced But Amencan "
tions have changed Steeped as he was 1n Concord and Boston, F—““‘”{
was a product of the development of the West He befonged 0 2
century of optimism, an appendix to the Tables in the Census o ¥ a
For lnm 2ll was good—God, the possebilities of hife, the heatt 0“‘(‘:[{
Today we are not so sure, and boys and guls no Jonger read 18
Emerson as did those of my generation ot

In the vast optumsm of the penod, men hept therr €3¢ averted asﬂ
as possible from the portentous cloud that they saw, and refused 054
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slowly riing on the Southern sky—slavery. The South had changed and
was buying Northern manufactures heavily now, because the North
needed Southern cotton for 1ts mills Everything had been settled in the
Missours Compromise. The North had talked secesston 1 the War of
1812, the South had talked it later, but we were getting bigger and
ncher every year, “For Heaven's sake be practical (so ran the popular
mind), attend to your business and leave the Southerners alone They
hate got to have niggers to Tase cotton, and cotton 15 one of our biggest
assets It 15 a Jong ume since we had slaves and we don’t want them
2gam, but 1t 15 the South’s affair and not ours, if you make them mad
down there, you will ruin busmess and peshaps smash the Union Every
thing 11 America has worked out for the best in the past, and 1f only
the confounded radicals would learn sense and keep their mouths shut
this slavery problem would work stself out somehaw ” Thus Felt g9 per
centof the Northern business men

But in Boston m 1831, “mnt the sight of Bunker Hll and the
buthplace of Iiberty,” as he dated 1t, Willam Llovd Garnson pubhshed
the frst number of hus fanatical weekly paper, the Lberator “1 shall
stienuously contend for the mmmediate enfranchisement of our slave
Population Urge me not to moderation 1n a catse like the present Tam
in eamest—{ will not equivocate—I will not excuse—I will not retreat 2
smngle inch—axp 1 wirt. g8 nEARp ” And he was heard The Abolinon
ts, as those of hus party and way of thinking came to be called, stirred

e country, North as well as South, to 2 pitch of passion such as has
Rever been witnessed among us before or smce The destruction of
bantig plants, mobbings, even murders of Aboktionists, marked the
next decade and more Opwmion will perhaps always remam divided as
10 whether 1 the lang run the movement served the genuine good of
the negro or not There can be no doubt, however, that it kept the
tubject of slavery before the two publics,—Northern and Southern,—
Which would fam have let 1t rest undiscussed, and that it sowed the sceds
otintense bitterness between the sections

In our own day we have expenenced the strength of feeling aroused
mang our people by the passage of Prohsbition legislanon by the fa
hatical reforming elements If we can magme that, 1nstead of having
merely deprived a large part of our population—a part that considers atself
@te as moral and high mnded as the reformers—of the enjoyment of a
soctal habt, the reformers had threatened m addition on moral grounds
10 deprive them of so large 2 part of their property as to um them
Enancually, we can get a better 1dea of the feeling snred up by the
Abalitionssts The general subject of slavery will be discussed later, but

.
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we may here note that the two sections were 1n any case dnfnng apant
more widely and rapudly than was realized The nicher classes 1n both
of thee wete explotting labor, as every entlization has alwavs done, 25
every enitlizauon may, perhaps, have todo That, mspite of the Amencn
dream, 15 an tnserded question as yet The Southerner exploned Yabot
i the shape of legal slasery, the Northemer 1n the shape of wage
shavery Neither was conscious of anv moral guilt in adapting Tumself 10
the social structure that had been shaped by the economic siruanon
hisown section

In both sections, the rapid increase of the new wealth had brought new
men 1o the top The men of the North, who had nsen from nothing,
without traditions, to wealth and promimence as banhers, merchants,
manufacturers, or stockjobbers, could be duplicated in the Coon Riog:
dom among owners of great plantauons Planters were far from being
ymanably of ancient hineage or fine old Southern stoch On the othet
hand, the soctal tradiions of the South were quite different from thost
of ¢the North, and the Southern planter, sometimes nghily and sometim®
not, looked down on the Northern busness man as an uncouth uP>
without the manners of a genileman There was also at work the drdibe
of the landed propretor for the city trader, and of the man of easgONR
ways for the business husder To hate these Yanhees, who diote € e
wage slates twelie and fourteen hours a day i badly replaed il
for a few cents’ pay, and who never assumed the slightest responsiblid
for them when sick, old, or out of work, tell the Southerner that hss
form of slavery only was immoral, and thus assume 1S of supenoriye
nas galling The Southerner nghtly said that he was not presuming ¥
interfere between the Northern employer and hus explosted Jabos, a0t
5o what nght had the fatter to make all these threatening speeches
agamst a perfectly legal economuc system which was guaramccd m ¢
Consutution of the nanon? To hum st was an autcropping 28248 o
imentable persecuting mania of the Puntan—a sequel © the Salem
witches, the banish dh of Massachusetis bstory

Every civilizanon which develops a homogeneous form comes
15h and depend upon a certam set of cultural values The Sout!
disunct type of civthizanon, and ats cultural values were Jear 1ot e
of a hughly comp complex 1nd 1 vl are bound ’°“
very different, and as the North became defimtelv coramutted 10 5% n
cwvilization, the South began 1nsunctively to feel 1ts own thream\eg
the same way, what many of the sanest entics of Americ u‘r('lﬂ"‘; F;;
to 15 not 1s system of hfe per se, but the dustosted and debased cult
values which have resulted.

to nott
6 fud 8
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As the North grew population and wealth, the Sooth felt that 1t
was trying more and more to exploit the rest of the nation for 1ts
aunt benefit and to extend ats system ‘The tantff, to which the South bad

me bitterly opposed, was a case n pont When that of 1828 bad

passed South Carolina had threateped secession asking whether 1t
was worth while to remam m a Union “where the North demands to be
our masters, and we are required to be therr tnbutanes” North and
South a5 yet were fasrly evenly balanced Each to get the better of the
other, would have to enlist the West on sts side The balance of power
had followed the Cumberland Road over the mountains Baits were
offered There was much Jockeysng for position, and the endless speeches
1nthe Senate went on

Fanally the chmax came shen, on January 26 1830 Webster made
hus grext reply to Senator Hayne of South Carolina, giving voice 10 the
7ew nanonalism and attempting to sweep away the whole doctnne of
the right of a State exther to secede or to annul a Federal statute Denymg
that the Federa] government was a mere compact hetween sovereign
States, he declared, 1n words which every schoolboy knows, that “Gt 15
the peaple s constitution the people s Government, made for the people,
made by the peaple, and answerable to the people The people of the
Unted States have declared that ths constitutton shall be the supreme
4% Defyng the nght of 2 Southern State to nullfy or secede the
£reat orator from a State which had wself threatened secession Jess than
%0 decades before ended with an impassioned plea for umity in the
Rand oratonical style of the day  When my eyes shall be turned to behold,
for the lase time, the sun m heaven may I not see hum shining on the
broken and dishonored fragments of 3 once glonous Union on States

Issesered, discordant, belligerent on 2 land fent with avil feuds, or
drenched 1 may be, in fraternal blood! Let thex last fecble and hingenng
gence rather behold the gorgeous ensign of the republic, now known
s honored thronghout the earth, snll full high adianced 1ts arms
51d trophses streaming 1n therr opgmal lustre not o stripe erased or
Pelluted, nor 2 single star obscured, bearing for 1ts mottd 1o such miset
bl Intetrogatory as ‘What 15 all this worth? nor those other words of
Usion and folly, Laberty first and Union afterwards but everywhere,
$Pead all over i characters of lving light blazing on allats ample folds,
3 they ioat ayer the sea and over the land, and 1n every wind under the
hole heavens, that other senument dear to every Amencan Teart,~
L'be"}' and Urion, now and for ever, one and inseparable!

A few weeks later, at the Jefferson birthday dinmer, the issue was

dearly jorned, President Jackson electnfsing the Nullificationssts by
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giving the toast of “Qur Federal Union—1t must be preserved,” to which
Vice President Calhoun diately added the chall one of “The
Unton—next to our liberty, the most dear ™ The issue balanced on 2
Lmfe edge for two years, when the West, having been bought over by
favors, gave 1ts support to a new tanff bill, which at once set the State of
South Carolina aflame The Ordinance of Nullification was passed
armed resistance to the Federal government threatened But the naton
was not yet willing to dnnk the cup of blood Compromise was effect
and the South was promised a stcady diminution of the tanft dutes
during the next decade Before that was quite passed, howeren, the
Abol through the Massachusetts Anuislavery Socrety had de-
clared that the Constitution, making a slavery compact between N
and South, was ‘a covenant with death and zn agtcement with hell-n
volving both parties 1 atrocious cnmmnality, and should be inmediately
annulled ’ A few weeks later, the New England Antislavery Society
went on record, pasung a resolution by 250 to 24 that 1t was the duty of
every Abolitioust to agutate for the immediate dissolution of the Unon
“The South was bemng more and more goaded Wild » ords were spokeD
there, the mails nfled, Lives threatened It was not merely a question of
slavery It was a question of ntery of the fund: gal compt
between the States—a queston whether, as 1n the tanff controversies
one section of the country could be made tributary to another; “’hfd“:
property guaranteed by the Constitution was safe or not of the Nott
objected to an economic system which was different from 15 OF°
whether the Southern planter should be forced to take his morabity
from the Northern business man, whether an agranan awilization C¥
preserve 1ts character ot should be forced to conform to 3 diihed 10
dustrial one whether a section of the country was to be allowed o W82
tain 1ts own peculiar set of cultural values or be coerced to confor® 1o
those of an alien and dishiked section by force of numbers 2 ques!
what would become of hiberty 1f Union were to mean % en
umformity As we look back today,—because, from a milia
n the conflict whuch we shall have to chromdle 1 a later DRI,
slave became legally free,the tendency 1s to think of the whole con
of sections 1n the simple terms of slavery To do'so, however, 15 10 psts
the forces at work The questions at 1ssue were far more BU e
far less smple In the life of the naton to-day overwhelmed b7 ar
mdustniahsm and a umformty that have become subversve f ©
American dream, those questions have not yet been answered s
Meanwhile, observers refused to look at the black cloud which » f

coming up 10 2 sky which otherwise seemed to be dazzlng blue.
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there were anwiets and resentment 1n the South the North was humming
with mdustry and 1ts busmess men were doing their best to hush up the
Abobtionssts even by threatenung their hives The West—to which Lke
the party managers of that day we must now turn—was exulting in its
youth and begintung to ghmpse “Manifest Destiny” 1n the sunset sky
ot the Western mountains The plain atizens eserywhere felt a
thalling sense of freedom and of pover To a crond that pressed too
dlosely on a political processton a gentleman at the bead had called out
“Make way for the representaties of the peoplel” “Make way yourself'””
wasthundered back. “We arc the People themsehes
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“Maxe way' We are the people™ In Spanish and 1n Enghsh, shouth
not 1n French, that cry had now resounded on the continent for nestly
three centuries It was only 1 Enghish, howeser, that the cry Wwas hot
at any and all that hundered or helped the steady adsance of the osdies
man. The fish in the sea, bv mllions annually, had succumbed 10 %
The fus beanng ammals m the woods had scurmed before 1t 210 halfa
contiment The mcredible flocks of wild pigeons s the air hud meted
before 1t The trees of the forest had heard and crashed in helplest
cbessance t0 3t The Indan, native owner of the sod, had heasd 1t 27
fought or sichened or fled The nich had heard 1t and entrenched the=
selves more strongly belund poliical prvilege and 3 Federal ConstitSh%
steadsly being modifed by judhcial decistons fo bulnark the nghts
property agamnst the demands of man
. lT}m English, when Amenca was fisst settled, had bee
olk, §t had been many centunes since the founders of
duwelt in the vast forests of Gesmany and Batain, When
ants had crosscd the sca, however, they had been confronted
almost forgotten conditions of the forest., In the two hundsed years 52
the first p 1 had ded fn Vargia, 1Y
Jearned the techmaque of forest hiving and clearing. The Amenctn e
tiersman was as much at home 1n the silent forested wildemness 8 b

n 3 seafsnng
the ate ba

their dés“fhc
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ancestor had been on the tossing waves That wildemness had extended
kom the Atlantic over the until, m the M Valley,
i gave place to the open praues and plans Slowly the Amencan
avilization had cut its way through, but when 1t emerged mnto dayhight
2gun on the Western side, owing to 1ts long forest tramung 1t was as
uncertam of wself 1n the face of the great open spaces as a seaman on the
lind. Moreoser, the wide expanse of the plamns had been proclaimed by
ever explorer who had wisited it as a waste desert utterly unfit for
buman habitation Almost as mevitably as thongh 1t had been the sea
asell, st seemed to set the bounds to the western advance of the white
man
Throughout the whole hustory of that advance the front lme had
m constant contact with the retreatng tear lne of the savage
Oceaonally, as n the cases of the Cherokees and the Seminoles n the
South, Targe bodies of the red men had clung to their hunning grounds
and been surrounded by the whites and a avilization to which they
could not be assmifated ‘The racial pride of the English had prevented
any amalgamation The mmpact of one race on the other had not been
2meltorated by mtumacy and human hindness The black slave had be-
come 2 domestic animal, occasionally 1ll treated but more often kindly
and sometumes even affectionately used The red man had remained, m
the view of the white, a wild beast of the forest to be exploited o
extetunated Tn the broad sweep taken through our hustory by this
k we have been unable to chronicle the incessant Jocal contacts and
conflicts, by they had riot been without their effect on the psychology
of the whites i creating a cortam race prejudice and snsensibility 10
e nghts of those who were considered mfenor emphasizing fhat trait
°f ruthlessness already mn the blood Treaty after treaty had been made
b the naves, only to be broken without compunction when the
White man wanted more lands for his msatiable demand for expansion
WO centunes of almost vearly conquests over a weak foe had 1m
Planted 1n us 5 feeling that nothing could stand to block our way
Almost the only “forexgners” we had known had been poverty-stachen
uopeans and Amenican savages Both fed ous sense of superionty
At last the “Great Amenican Desert, as 1t came to be named, scemed
%call on us to halt, and 2 permanent Indian policy was cvolved W\i;:“
ontemplated forming the plains anto a vast reserve for the red men, w qi
I spite of war, disease, and stolen hunting grounds, yet numbered
tcen theee and four hundred thousand east of the Rockies Thc]
Chezokees and the Seminoles were removed bodily from the South, and
with the Playns Indians—the Sioux, Shawnees, Pawnees, Kansas, and
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others—were forced to sign treaties that they would remamn belund the
new lin of demarcation betw cen the two erlizations President Jackson
1n Ius annual message of 1835 declared that a barner had at last been
raised behind which the Indian would be protected, and that “the pledge
of the United States has been gien by Congress that the country des
tined for the residence of this people shall be forever ‘secured and
guaranteed to them ’ * Already, however, the inabihity to heep the whie
man from anything he wanted had become evident The northeastern
part of the boundary had been settled by solemn treaty m 1825, but
the discovery of lead mines and the pressing in of new immugrants at
once made trouble Wathout a shadow of nght, whites settled on Indian
lands and preempted thewr cornfields A nsing under Black Hawh was
suppressed by local milinia and Federal troops under General Scott, and
the Indians were pushed back regardless of treaues If the Great Desert
should ever be found to have value, the doom of the natives would bf
sealed Meanwhile, westward expansion was diverted from the Deserts
mhospitality and the wildness of ats savage mhabtants, southwaerd &
Texas and northwestward to the Oregon country

West of the Sabme and south of the Red Ruser lay the great Mexican
province of Texas Mexco had won her independence from Spain
1821, but neither the vast body of the populaton, composed of crvilized
Indians, nor the small Spanish and Creole element at the 1op ha
shown any capacity for self government Roads ran from Mexco Cuty to
Natchitoches 1n Loutsiana, Santa Fé in New Mesco, and San Francisc?
m Galifornia, but these vast outlying protinces were too huge 20
distant to be well governed, even had the govemment been strongeh
sounder, and more capable at the heart. Owng partly to national charac-
ter, whatever that may mean, and partly to the character of the cmhz*zi
tion which he had first encountered 1n the New World the Spaniar
had remained an explorer and explotter and had never become 2 genuin®
pioneer

Texas was almost umnhabated, and at first the Mexican government
welcomed colonmzatian by the Amenicans Land grants for that purpose
had been made to a Connecticat Yanhee, Moses Austn who died yust
before imdependence was won from Spam His son Stephen, continu
his father’s work, and in 1822 planted a colony on the shore of the
Gulf Under the new Mexican colonization laws each married settler
could acquire 4428 actes for less than two hundred dollars and the
populanon rapidly increased, as we have noted previously, the ymmigrd
tion comung mostly from the American South It was the mtennar:i“d
Mexaco that these settlers should become Mewican and Austin abide
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loyally by the understanding In 1831 he wrote confidennally to a fnend,

« saying that he had bid an everlasting farenell to s native countrv
and intended to “fulfill ngidly all the duties and obligations of a
Mexican aitizen ”

Down to about 1834, Austin was able to abide by his pledges, and
was the absolute leader of the twenty thousand or so mhabutants of the
Province, of whom about two thousand were slaves. Mexico had pro-
Eibited slavery within her borders, but, as on all frontiers white Jabor
s almost unobtainable and there were no doale Indrans in Texas to be
exploted as yn Mexco atself Unless the settlers were to remamn peasant
farmers, the only recourse was to black slavery and the Mexcan gov
emment looked benevolently the other way The 1nstability of that gov
erniment, however, the uncertamty as to the status of slave property, the
prolubition against further American colomzation, and the fact that
zecently the had embraced a2 large prop of reckless and
ven cimunal characters, made no longer tenable the contnuance of
Mextcan loyalty on the part of a State whose population was almost
wholly Amencan 1n ongin Sants Anna exploded the situation when, 1n
1835, he proclaimed a new for Mexico, abrog: certain
States’ nghts Intherto possessed by the Texans The settlers in tum
proclamed a provisional government and expelled the Mexican garrison
from San Antomo The militaty plans were badly bungled, and when
Santa Anna appesred 10 that liutle town with three thousend troops,
the fortified mussion house of the Alamo was found defended by less
than w0 hundred Texans, with no rescuers on the way On March 5,
1836 the building was carried by assault and every defender was mas
sacted, almost every Texan within having been already hlled or wounded
before the Mexicans reached them Among the slain were Davy Crockett
andthe notorious Bowse of hunting knife fame

Declaration of Independence had been drawn up, March 2, by
Ffty five Texans, whose average age was under thirty-eight Sam Hous
ton who 1n the autumn was to become President of the new State,
?efeated the Mexcans in a battle m which the Amencan war cry was,

emember the Alamo™ A constitution, legahzing slavery, was ratified,
2nd the United States was ashed exther to acknow ledge the independence
o the new State or, better, to annex 1t to the Union Recognition was
granted wighin 5 year, but annexation meant wat with Mexco and an
2ddition of terntory Clarge enough to carve mto five States) to the slave
Porion of the Union The revolt had come from natural and almost
"hevitable eireumstances, but voices were at ance raised in the North
Protesting that the whole affair was a plot by the South to extend
#




164 EPIC OF AMERICA

pover and in the tension which then existed annexation had to wat.

Mearwhile the Great Amencan Desert had also been flanked on the
north Tur traders had Jong been carrymg on their trade far up to the
Oregon country and by 1831 the Amencan Fur Company had a steamer
which had proceeded up the Mussoun River as far as Councll Blufls,
and annually the head of navigation was pushed farther The tradess
went o the Montana valleys to get the resules of the season s huats and
leamed to know the whole terramn of the northern West east of the
Rochies which the first covered wagon had reached by 1830 Trappers,
explorers and missignaries pressed farther northwest to the Snake and
Columbia Ruvers Oregon the title to which was in dispute with Eng
land and which had hitherto been reached only by sea around Cape
Hom was now brought into touch wuh settled Amenca overlaad.

The Oregon Trul actoss the plans along the Riser Plate and
through the mountain passes started from Independence Missourt
which was the farthest flung entrepét of Amencan business for 3 while
on the Western frontier From 1t also the Santa Fé Trail led across the
plans southwestward to the settlement of that name m New Meaco
The Spamards there had money but the ffteen hundred mle hayl jrom
Vera Cruz made freaght rates pracucally prolubitive and the Amernicans
who first drove their wagons over the plans found a market readv ©
therr adventurous hands The first got through in 1821 and after that
the Santa Fe traders started acrass the plams each spung vavelng
caravans for protection agamst the Indians until the border of the Sanr
¢ country was teached when a mad scramble ensued 10 see 1 b chol
the competitors could get there first At mght the horses would be un
hamessed and with the rest of the liye stock placed in the centre of3
corral made by the encircling wagons The government howeer come
to the aid of the traders In 1827 Fort Leavenworth was established @
m 1829 Mayr Riley with a detachment of troops marched tn the sproé
with the caravan as far as the Mesican border on the Arhansss Ri<t
awatting their retuen there 1n the ayumn In one or two subsequent
years there were also armed escorts but sufficient mpression had been
made on the Indians to render the route safe when the sradess went I
bodies

Measured by the statistics which the Ameucan was now corung 10
adore all these activines—trappmg emigration to Oregon trodimg
the Santa Fé country—were not very ymportant Ther tremendous 98
mificance lay 1 the fact that as the Great Amencan Desert c3m€ w
traversed i one drection and another the myth of its usel:ssnesﬁ::
the white man was gradually dissipated Although government surel?
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were 1n Future to et a good deal of credit for mapping the region the
Fur traders of the northern part came to know the whole temntorv well
and the trader with Santa Fe soon sealized that for at least the first seven
bundred miles the land was already susceptible of easy agncultural
development When the honor of the nation had been pledged to the
Indian the frontier had thought that Catlin was nght when he said that
the whole stnip reserved to the savage 15 and ever must be useless to
cultivating man Unhappily for the red man  the settlers were beginning
to find out that Cathin had been wrong The whole theory of the Desert
asa reserve for the natives quietly broke down and disappeared Had
the Far West hept merely to trappmg and to passing once 3 year in 2
taravan to trade with the distant Spamish the Indizn might not have
suffered but things were happening farther back i the Middle West
and the East which were soon to overwhelm the savage though far
bevond Ius ken or control
The tremendous growth m population 1n the Unted States the ex
pansion d, the develop of facturing and of machery
bad all resulted 1n wild hopes and created 2 hectie atmosphere of pros
Penty " Although the real railroad age did not begin until about 1848
lnes were begun and planned 1n the early thites Everywhere the
demand for interchange of goods led to the demand for transportation
and as constrtutional scruples had become sufficiently strong to preclude
the national government from undertaking to provide transportation
faales and Pprivate corporations were not yet sufficrently developed to
9 50 an era began 1n which the individual States more amenable
10 the whim of the voter plunged mto the most fantastic extravagances
& buld roads canals and railways Wath all this came the demand for
curtency and credst and newly chartered banks were scattered over the
country Like confettr The more fevertsh prospenity became the madder
the uprush of prices and demand for credit In 1830 the per capta sssucs
Papet money were only $6 69 By 1837 they had nsen to $13 87 The
Price of land a5 well as of other commodities shat up as a whale spouts
Western lands on which 1 1830 a Jender might have hesitated to lend 2
thousand dollars seemed by their prices to warrant double that by 1837
aéll 1t Was not only the West that lost ats head Just as 1n 1928 financial
VISETS were cautioning the gullible public that if 1t did not buy stochs
‘mmediately at any price, 1t might never haye 2 chance to buy Amencan
;‘1“‘“&5" again so all sorts of rumors were put about in 1834 and 1835
£ Was sad for example, that the tymber of Mame was neanng exhaus
on and tumber lands Jumped 1n some cases from fve dollars up tos™
fiy an acre Building lots at Bangor scared from three hundred dollare
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to a thousand In the South prices doubled and trebled Between 1830
and 1835 the asscssed value of resl estate 1n New York City jumped
from $250 006 000 to $403 000 600 The sales of government land 10
settlers and speculators rose from less than $5 000 ooo m 1834 to over
$25 000 000 1n 1836 most of the huge sum being borrowed from banks
on absurd valuations and hopes

Quite apart from President Jackson s war on the Ban of the United
States and the unfortunate sspeets of nanonal finance the bubble had
swollen to such dimenstons that the smallest pin could prick 3t In May
1837 the banks suspended specie payment by general consent and the
panic was on All the Westemn and Sauthern and some of the Norh
eastern States had myolved themselses in huge bond 1ssues for ymprove
ments with no regard to their economic value and the crash ncluded
public as well as prvate credit Values melted In North Carolma farms
could be <old for only 2 per cent of ther supposed worth In Mississirp
slaves who had recently been purchased for twelte to fifteen bun
dollars each were offered for t0 hundred dollars cash It was sud tat
mn Alabama practically the entire property m the State changed honds
and that 5o per cent of all 1n the United States did so Feeling 2gonst
the banks which would have been extremely viculent i any cise wn;
rendered more o by a staggening hist of defalcations by officers whdl
grew day by day New York was Iihe a dead city Boats Jay adle 2t d*!el
docks and all building operations ceased It took two years for the ful
effects to be Felt 1n the West and five before the natian begam t0 76T
The rich saw fortunes swept away and the poor faced absolute desutu
ton In New York six thousand men working on buildings wet® ds
charged Within five months from the suspension of payments B¢
tenths of all the factonies in the Eastern States had closed and By thot
sand employees 1n the shoe trade 1n Massachusctts were adle From ;
balf ta two thirds of the clerks and salesmen 1n Philadelphia were W° ¢
out work At New Bedford forty whale ships were lad up “Throughos
the entire ndustnal sections of the countrv the suffenng of the \W“k‘{“g
class was mntense In the South plantation owners had to sell shaves 2’
whatever they would bring to buy food to feed the rest Owners of l:!“b!
whether speculators or bona fide farmers were overwhelmed with :;n
which 1t was impossible to pay and were luchy to heep 2 soof ovet th
The debauch was over and the nation lay prone

Just o5 carthquakes under the sea czuse tidal waves 50 the
1837 like that of 1819 caused a great wase of estward migrah® he
the populaten It rushed out from the Adantic seaboard dmppl“fm
uprooted human beings 1n its course as Howmg water Jets the

panic of

n i
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PC::‘c,l:s !::n:; sift downward to rest For the most part, with each sic-
wonld moye ;ed mules west, the population became sparser People
pore Opponumm one line to the next, which seemed to them to offer
et ity settlers on that ine, m tum would mose on to the
‘bf:;rg‘:;‘:;;\r;}lg West, on the real frontser line, the wave beat against
and housgi b fe domain of the Indun and washed up wnto 1t setdlers
Winnebago, F arrs and the Fate that was to overtake the savage Fort
Indan mgh']s or zxamlﬂe, which had been established to protect the
seep up to !hngl ts became the starting pomnt for whtte maders to
Torests of Wis e lead dismet, flood the pramnes or enter the hardwood
Amencans ﬁonc,or}llsm No one can even estmate the vast numbess of
who 1m these the ;nnumerable countrysides villages towns and crties
wgan which bygﬂﬁ shufted westward from wherever they started Mich
Ytex T ad a population of 31,000 1n 1830 held 212 0co ten years
decade op wy t;to' stave and free, new States came wito the Union 1n a
Constitutsons fl;,ch‘gan_mh"sas Towa—Flonida Texas—Wisconsin
of banks aud t‘l: the new members to 2 great extent shoned the hatred
Towns sta e steady demand for more democracy

cm“s‘[\&oku)r:eg hefore or after the panic were fapidly nsmg into
The West was atlmgton Davenport Chicage Milwaukee Dubugue
s “:vasl dm ferment all along the lne Each new commumty
Adous 1840 ould surely be ke centre of s termtory but who could say?
they 'm:lp4 dﬂ man who had bought land on the antshirts of Chicago as
not get a ie for a thousand dollacs 2n acre complamed that he could
ity undred dollars for it and pechaps would never be able to get
Adﬁ:::‘: has always been 2 land of dreams the “Jand of promise " The
myence “f ever been 4 vast sundenng Lethe which has shut out the
hat ofa: the past The only finger which has beckoned has been
and g9 o Zpe-ﬁlled future Pame after pamc—1791 1819 1837 1857
tora dnch bOWn—has wrought havoc and destruction ke our Western
For ash s but the finger has never ceased to beckon with compulsion

short space once 1 the mid-eighteenth centicy “e had a symmet s

day of pause and fulfliment when we thought our Amenca was bounded

r: the nearest motntams, and began 10 take our €ase in Zyon But, the
: ountains overleaped wader and wider Amencas opened before us and
et were never rest and stabibity and the pause of fulBllment again We
still have fever 1n our blood
From the very begmning U
definte place 1n the Amenca

he quantitative measire of value assumed a
n mentabty If one man buslt a house m
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the woods, the Indians would probably soon tomshawk hum and Tus
family, but 1f a dozen families settled i a group, there might be
comparatise safety In old, Jong settled England, +f a man prospered be
might jnvest 1 acres added to his own, or houses to rent, or other
opportumties which offered where population was fauly dense and
stable But for the first comers to Amenca there was no chance 1o et
ahead unless others came slso, by birth or immugration Had the eatliest
settlers at Jamestown or around Massachusetts Bay never increased the
value of thext property never would have done so exther They might hae
made money by trading with the Old World, but there & ould have been
nothing 1n the New into which to put 1t Moreoser, newcomers meant
nesv interests and wider social opportumiies All motsy es—~safety, profit
social ! al opp everything-led the Amer
scans to watch mounnng figures of population growth wath an ge 10 alt
that made hife ncher and pleasanter
Thus was an expenence repeated on every successne frontier of the
many Amenca has known Except for the very vanguard wself~the
hunters and trappers and professional frontiersmen,—the Amencas as
always wanted to see his community grow In each begining Suc
growth has meant safety, socal hife, better schools, churches roads 3
nsing value for his property and scale of hwng for Tumself and b
famuly The man who had bought land m Chicago at what for the
moment had proved an extravagant pnce hnew well that the only wa¥
for lum to recoup was to have Chicago grow If 1t grew enoug e
might get hs money back, 1F it grew fast, he might be nch 1f 1t grew
1t has since grown, hus grandchildren would be tich beyond the widest
dreams In the Old World landowners had no such chance t0 muloply
their values tenfold 1 a decade There the marhets for merchar :;
manufacturers were not multiplying with a population that doublhe
every twenty years It was only 1n Amenca that for the ordimary 1% h
royest dreams might turn to truth 1f s luck were nght b
Each of us 15 likely to be the centre of his own universe 1t would be
hard for most of us to deny that whatever might bring us weatth o
portunity, consideration was not somehow 11 1tself beneficent We act
beginning to-day, under wholly altered conditions, to realize V% “1:
and quality are not necessanly commensurable, but 1t 15 €25 10 8e& h°:ﬂ
the typical Amencan double concept of bigger and better” came
being In the last chapter, we noted how the Amencan came ‘°lv
preoccupred with busimess 1o the exclusion of the arts, even 93t of Iy
ing —an exclusion which had begun to develop m the exghteen
tury,—and how business had become for him an absorbing 83
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than a meve heaping of gold In much the same way the desire to make
things grow “bigger and better ” to make tus village 1nto a town and
lus town 1nto 2 city, came naturally to be a game As he lost sight of the
rel end for which wealth 15 won so hikewise he tended fo lose sight
of the real end for which an increase i population may be desiwed Like
poker chps hus money measured s skill and success i business and
50 agan hike poker clups the nsing figures of populatian and Chamber
of Commerce statistics measured hus success 1 foresight and struggle in
another way Size like wealth came to be a mere symbol of suceess
and the sense of qualitative values was lost m the quanhitative the
5p ntuahin the materal

In the Frontier stage size as also the matenal development of houses
and farms and yoads and stores did mean the scaffolding on whith 3
avlhized hfe had to vest and pumerous frontiers bumed that thought
deep mto the des eloping American soul Unfortunately the scar which
1t [eft has been the transposing of ultimate value to the scaffeldng wn
stead of the civilization and the adoration of business and size for them
sehes and not as means to lves of cultural value A professional
atblete loses hus sane 1dea of exercise as the foundation for a sound mind
1 a sound body and warps lus whole life to developing the physical
basis of the umon so the aitizenry tended to lose 1ts sense of rational
Proportion “Bigger and better” did mean something real at one time
but st was much easier 1n a Jand of unlimited opportumty to make
things bigger than to make them better and m working for bigness fsst
We1 ©@me to a great extent to forget the ultimate purpose of humane
value

1t was largely in the peniod from 1830 to 1850 when the nation was
&owmg like a'weed that this conception took 1ts deep Teot among us
although the germ had always been present Together with 1t there
81 up naturally another Amencan trait that of boostng and of
obiecting to enucism as kackang” Ths 15 a perfectly natursl mdeed
almost an meviable double corollary to the need real ot wnaginary
of constant and rapid growth At the posune pole  boostng” tended to

#lp growth and at the negatne one crinctsm mght hunder 1t The
rst Dike building up a busmess thus became regarded as a patriotie
"irtte whereas the second Like Jersure became # sin against the nation

At one stage of our growth everything desirable seemed ta depend
and t0 a rent extent really did depend upon steady and rapid increase
i s1ze The man who jomed a community and did hus utmost @ hasten
1S growth was not smply an additional unit m a populaton which
might have been just as happv and prosperous withaut his beng num'

5
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bered among 1t, but he was recognized as adding to the prospenty and
furthering the ambitions of every other member who had already cast
his lot and mvested his work or money in the community On the othet
hand, each man who left the commumty decreased the prospects of
success for all the others Cuticism of faults, or even a cald apprassal
of facts, might deter others from coming Especually after the West
started on 1ts development, almost every settlement was a wild gamble
A cluster of houses might be a potential Pittsburgh, Cleveland ot
Chicago, or after a dozen years of hard work and the sinhing of the
settlers’ capatal might relapse mto wildemess Indinduahists as the set
tlers were, 1 many respects, success 1 State building could come only
by cooperation The man who shouted “bigger and better” coopel'ﬂtd
The man who caticized or went back East was considered not only 8

kicker,” but a dangerous enemy to growth, who should be ovenvh:lmnj
with scorn Such men, as one newspaper said n 1841, were “recreants

“worse than drones, for they impede the labors of the mdustrious " Men
who doubted success 1n any direction whateter “ought to recewe the
withenng scorn and dension of a mation which clams to have 7
supernors in knowledge and the arts ”

The later odd aversion, 1 a nation wholly made up of immgrants of
one generation or another, toward any of our citszens who expatate
themselves for a while, springs straight from this frontier prejudice e
who went abroad became hated both as a lost umt 1 a populaton which
must be made ever larger, and also as a cntie, albert even 3 stlent one,
who mighe “give the place a bad name” and Inder others from comﬂ'l%f
It was the posstbilities of developmg the West that enrolle
business as one of the wirtues It was the genune need of our success™
frontiers for mereased population that, with the matemaliang of our
values, confused for three generations and more the twin concepts ©
bigger and better, and made the critic a “recfeant

In another respect the frontier did us harm m traming us not €0 sﬁ;
what we do not want ta see The earher frontiers of the seventee®®

century had been made up merely of homes “fatther out,” homes s?
mtended to be permanent The Connecticut Ruver Valley, for exsmP

on

had been first a ‘frontier’ of Massachusetts Bay, but 1t “;s i fet&
before 1t took on a mence, and 11 @

n aspect of cultvated permai o smilmg

generations the boast could be made that there was no mor the
Iandscape 1n Old England 1tsclf However, as people gradually £°¢ .
habit more and more of moving on when more genune froniess w:
to be planted agamn and agam, both the hard work and the sﬂl‘;: "
impermanence tended to make for a shftless disregard of surrounc
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The fist fow years of any settlement are years of gnnding to, and
whle the very foundations are bemng laid there 15 no thought or energy
1o be desoted to such amemities as flower gardens, trees, of even mere
featness and cleanhiness out of doors Such things have to come later
and litle by hitle, as peaple got used to moving on, to devoting thern
sehes to the quuckest expl of every settl and neighborhood,
they came to care Jess and less about general appearances Like ntellec
fual culture, such things came o be considered foolish ormament for
those who were eflemnate 1 taste and not up to a real mans work
How deeply thus frontier willingness to overlook ones surroundings
entered into the Amerscan make up 1s evident in all parts of the country
102y The five hours’ railway yourney from New York to Washingtor,
from our largest metropolis to the Capital of the nation, s rendered
Iideous by the survaval of this frontser tratt, s are our country 10ads
It 15 another example of how values tended to become debased on the
Erontier to the lowest commmon denominator of utihtanamsm

We cannot understand our trauts unless we find their roots and 1t
was smpossible that we should ontgrow frontier charactenistics so long
25 the fronner remained a domunant moulding force m out national hife
Tt was the West that had dragged Amencan culture from its eighteenth
€entuty quiet moonng It was the West that was building up Fastem
manufactuning and Eastern fortunes, and 1t was the West that nas dom
wating the Amencan mind and outlook, 1 spite of the smug Bostont
Brahmums and shipowners, New York banlers or Southern cotton
magnates Amencan Lfe was i fall flood and 1t was impossible for
anvone 10 keep dry fect Nevertheless, over all the tumbling waters of
matenafism, and through the ufts 1 the clouds of issues that wouk
later have to be faced, shone, yet a Iight of idealism

The Amencan did not believe he was selling hus soul t© Mammon,
but thoughe he was merely pledging 1t for the moment, as e was 1eady
10 pledge anything he owned with the hope of ultimate gam He could
not be quite comfortable about devoting humsel} solely to business until
he had made 1t 2 virtue, and he always Joohed forward 1o a futwce webuch
would justfy spintually his mtense present preoccupetion wut the
matersal Even the transcendental Bmersom was SHept with the current
2nd wrote that somehow art nould come 10 us I @ New form, rAsINg
03 divine use the rarlroad, the msurance office, the jount-stock mmpmg ,
0ur faw, our pumary assembles, our commerce » We were en]oymﬁ e
most glorous chance to get nch quick that had eser been vouchsaft :;
the human race, but we could not eat our meag, a» hews of 2 ez
seale of values without 1ts bemng blessed in the name of mond and spnt
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We were baihmgly busy. We must make our fortunes while there was
sull a chance 11 2 new country Some day you would sce The ways o
God were mystenious, and sF we only made the msurance office and the
jount stock company profitable enough to ourselves, they would be
changed to spitual values Just how Astor's twenty mullions made hm
any more of a spintual asset to the naton than Washingtons half m
lion had made him, or hus farm and scasce anvthing else had made John
Adams, was not dwelt upon Nor would 1t be Iikely to be, as Yong
frontier stretched beyond frontier toward the ever rerreating sun The
pot of actual gold was within our grasp It was the spintud gold that
lay at the end of the rainbow
Meanwhile, the West was hanvesting villages, towns, and aes Ol
Man Raver” swept past populous communities and bound them togetbes
1n bis hundred arms In the East, short stretches of railuays Thad been
built and there were a few in the West, but as yet water and the wagot
road held thexr own The Fulton Livingston Roosetelt combination 1
New York had tued to monopolize the steamboat building on the
Western Waters, but Captan Henry M Shreve, who bult e st
“double-decker” on the nver, had won lus fight agamst them, and b7
1834 so important had the river navigation become that the govermses®
employed him to clear the stream of snags with hus newly \nvented ‘028
boat " In the forties the West had more marne tonnage (han the en®
Atlantic seaboard, New Otleans alone 1n 1843 having twice shat of Nes
York, our greatest Atlantic port of the time
By the mud centucy there were probably a thousand boats 0pereiné
regularly on the Missisippt Even at the beginning of our pered:
2834, the steam tonnage on that river—39,000—Wwas neary half shac of
the whole Bntish Empire, and st multiplied sixfold i @teen yeus
Oher the unknown spot where De Soto had been given s waterd
grave 1n the mudst of a continental wildemess, there oW roced s
S v e b g 8 wndred
red or FRO of
¢ tradess, O

ton planters, every mmagmable type of humanity—and catgoes of eve;}'v
sort of merchandise OF aceidents there were plenty Evet when i€
fires were not beung fed wath rean or il soaked wood, while safety vahes
were llegally fastened down, 1 the races between steamers which ¥ -
a favomite form of niver sport, the snags, sand bars, explostons, 20 s"dfi .
of the fimsy sup tures often resulted 17 heavy
of Iife Boats had to be Light, as they were built for speed and & dm
water Indeed, they drew so little that they could almost have floated ¥

P NUNC S 1 N
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the whiskey consumed on them 1n a single tnp This great peniod up
1o the Civll War, bred 2 motley and picturesque hfe Mark Twain has
immortalized the palots, but, important as they were, they were only part
ofthe vaned Jot engaged in the rver traffic

As the boat swung out from her landing at New Orleans, the dock
would be lined with negroes singing to their comrades, who made up
agood part of the crew —

‘Farewell, brothers, 1f you’s gwme fo’ to go,
We'll weep fo’ to see 3 ou’ face once mo

The roustabouts, Like all who have to do wath boats had their songs
for their work and an Eastern traveler would watch them amused, as
they would take on the wood for fuel with

“Ducks play cards and chickens dnnk wine,
And de monkey grow on de grapevine
Corn starch pudding and tapioca pre,
Oh, de gray cat pick out de black cat seye!”

It was not only the ducks who played cacds and the chickens who
drank wine m those ronstenng days Everyone did, almost, and one of
the most pieturesque featutes of the rver was the professional gamblers
who were nearly as much a part of the ships company as the captamn
and the crew They formed here, as throughout the West, a type of
therr own easily to be picked out by their faces even when they &
29t assume the gaudy and flashy raunent of many of the profession

ete was little time lost 1n getting up a game often at the bar, where
the Easterner could be pucked out by Ins whiskey cordsal the Southerner
By bus Julep and the Westerner by his tumblerful of whishey straight
“2th no effemmate water after even 1f the sectional classification were
Tt made easy by other charactenstics

e gambling gentry frequently abused ther privileges and the term
ynch Jaw seems to Have been camed about 1834 to meet the nced of
dealing wath them, and n particular of hanging one of them at Vicks
urg It may have been difficult to frame a legal case but at that ume
e were entering upon the most lawless period we have ever known We
have already noted the vanous causes which had, for long bred dis
tespect For law as law 1n Amenca With the period begmmng about
830 however, we enter upon a new phase Up to that tune, almost all
our lawbrealing had to do with business transactions Amertct, s €on
trasted wieh Europe, had been uingularly free of cnmes agomnst the

Person and 1t 15 not easy to trace the causcs of the change The grext
.
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distress caused by the panic may have been a small contnbuting influence,
but was assuredly not the cause The problem was one which concemed
the whole country, and, although T treat of 1t 1n this chapter, we may
also 1gnore the hfe of the West as a cause It 1s true that the great wave
of crimes of personal violence which swept over us m these decadss,
for the first time, comaided with the very rapid westward advance, just
as 1t did with the great stream of foreign 1mmugration, but I think both
these may be dismissed The frontier always breeds a certain Jawlessness
i 1ts early stages, but we had been living on successue fronners for
two centuries, and the West of this period was scarcely more lawless
than the East or South Moreoyer, although there were many mob clashes
1 the industrial sections between the forergners and the Amencans 12
almost every case at was the latter who were the aggressors, and we €30
not lay the violence of the period at the immgrants’ door There were
scarcely any of them 1n the South or West, at which sections, on account
of therr crime, the East Liked to port the finger of scorn
As a matter of fact, there was no section of the country which could
play the Phansee with regard to the others on thus score The Philadel
phia Ledger had scarcely read Arkansas a moral Jecture, because the
Speaker of the House of Representatives mn that Western State bad
plunged a bowie kmife 1nto a member on the floor, when it bad to record
a felonious assault of one member of the Pennsylvama legaslature O
another, also on the floor, and members of Congress went armed m ¢
Capitol at Washington The whole period was punctuated not only by
murders lynchings, and mobs n the South and West, but by 51’“’1;”
happemngs m the Middle States and New England, directed largely
agamst immigrants negroes and Gatholics The burning of the Ursul®
Convent near Boston was merely one of the most notorous of these
That at Providence was also attacked, several Cathohe churches were
burned 1n New Hampshire, and a pest was tarred and feathered 1
Maine, while there was serous roting 1 New York Philadelph2
Balumore, and other Northern ates In April 1840, 3 New YU;
yournal pomted out that although New York had a populanon of 7
300,000 aganst 2,000 oo 1 London, there were seventeen purders 1%
the smaller city to one n the larger A Phuladelphia paper t¥0 yt”:
before had also noted that there were more murders i the South 18"
year thanan Italy in five et
Even malung all allowance for the panic, for the nismg passiont m‘“
the slavery issue and abolition, and other contemporary ! umm},;r
15 evident something had happened 1 our country Lincola wrote ol
terly that law and order had broken down that wild and fan
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Passions” were sub d for “the sober jud, of the courts,” and
that “outrages commutted by mobs form the everyday news of the times,”
“common to the whole country.”

Treading warily n trymng to trace the beginning of one of the most
siuster forces m our national life, 1 would hazard three influences as
operative—a false 1deal of education, the political ideal of citizen as
nuler, and the muddhing of morals by having given busimess success the
nk of a moral virtue

In the Amencan colomies the old system of apprenticeship had largely
disappeared As i all new countries, the quahty of work counted for
less than geting work done, esen of makeshift sort The constant
migrating of much of the population had broken down 2 good deal of
the restrarnt and traiming of the home, and these had not been supphed
by the new educational system One intelligent foreign obsenver of this
Peniod noted that the children 1n America were tanght more and framed
tess than 1n Europe The educational system, devised by the people for
the people, did not 2im at all at tramimng exther mind or character, but
only atinstilling facts useful for makinga hvng

e Amencan pohuical philosophy, from the discussions of the Rev
olutionary era onward, has notably dealt with the rights of the atizens
and not with the dutres of the subject The very word “subject’ became
abhorrent Yet, even 1f the people are sovereign, 1t 15 evident that the
ndwidual 15 sl subject. We may be subject to ourselves i our collective
“apacity as the “sovercign people,” but we are subject Following the
Winning of independence, the ordmary Amencan had hiked to refer to
humself a5 2 “king,” but 1f we are all kings, and no one 1 subject, the
only tesult 15 anarchy There developed, however, especially mn these
first days of manhood suffrage, an objection to enforamg laws unpleas
antly agangt one’s fellow “sovereigns

1 mstructive example occurred dunng a serous ot 1n Balumore
i this penod, when the aty was at the mercy of a mob A body of
Stizens met 1y the Exchange and were busy drawmg up a set of resolu
tons 1n faor of public order while a crowd of drunken men and bovs
%ere absurdly threatering the town An old revolutionary soldier, exghty
0Ur years of age, finally broke in with “Damn your resolutions' Gne me
2s4ord and thurty men and I will restore order ” “But General Smuth,
%d the man who was proposing the resolutions, “would you fire on
Yout fellow catrzens?” * Those who break the laws, die their neighbors
from theyy houses, plunder their property, and reduce ther wives and
thildren to beggary, are not my fellow citizens'” thundered the old man,
¥ho was soon after elected mayor of Baltumore and did restore order-
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“The Americans, as 1 noted eather, had during the colomal penod got
mto the habit of obeying only such laws as they chose It was an easy
step for the authanties, when the people became sovereign, to enforee
only those Jaws that would be popular when they were enforced Even
sovereign States, North, South, and West, had constantly theatened
nullification of national statutes

Of the moral mmuddle nto which we got by raising money making
to the ran\ of a pamotic and mora) virtue 1 have already spolen This
Was a cancer that ae deep mto the witals of our hfe It meant not
merely that profit coudd be set off agamnst order,—as m one State, which,
having calewlated the cosy of an adequate police force and of a canal,
voted for the canal ~but the demoratization of our whale atmde tonsrd
o9 and public hfe

The bafancing of making money for one’s self as a patnonc virtue
agamst abeying law or tryang to mamtam an mcormptible public service
as another pattiotic virtue, commensurable 1 guantytative terms hx
completely befudafed our moral conscience The falure to enforce law,
on the pare of everyone, from a Western shenf to the Federst Congress
also confused he sssue We have already scen how the falure of
Congess to enforce the law relating to payment for Western lands had
brought about such great mjustice as to break down to a conyderable
extent the Westemer s economic sntegnty This was repeated 1 e
preemphion faws Setddement outran the government Jand agents and
when lands came to be soid at aucnon the queston arose of what to do
wth the settler wha had already squatted on 1t, preempted 3t Should
be lose alf bus Mptos ements or pay a high price as agmnst sowe specul
e bidder? To protect hum a benevolent but weak goverment ruled
that he should have no competitors at the sale, but be allowed to acquire
tutfe 2t the munumum government price On the other hand, the bons fde
new seftler ashed fumself, if thar were 50, why should he be forced 1
Pay ugh against a speculater when he was complymg with the Taw mﬂ§
Fully than the squatter? Prom ths suastion des eloped all sorts of dlegn‘
methods, often mcluding violence or threats of 1t, to secure h";’b 1
mitimum prices and prevent any real compention at the auchons 1[’
once more the wnability of the government tn deal wisely and strol;iz
wath a fat reaching problem of fundamental \mportance to vast pu
of our most vinle and semye Qiizens had become  force decply cormiEt
g to public conscience

Like 2 disease suffered by a youth of abounding witality, howese’
these centres of infection 1 the body palitic were hightly thrown b
With the exception of 5 fey 5 oices of yndisiduals snd occasional jourr
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the general law lessness and corfuption were treated without senousness
@ esen with evity It 15 often only when the youth has reached
matunty that the effects of early disease become pamnfully apparent
Meanwhule the youth felt the blood coursing 1n bis sens, and he
was throwing himself mto the work of carving out hus future with 1n
Eane gusto The momentary thought of a western boundary marked by
#hne of forts protecting an Indian preserse had passed almost as quickly
asithad ansen Texas, witha terntory as large as France, hept hnocking
@t out doors for admussion to the Umion of States ‘The annus! caravans
which set our from Independence to trade with the New Mexco country
@med our minds toward the Southwest and Califorma The other
Ines up into the fur country or over the Oregon Trail to the Pactfic
t hkewise carned our munds thither From Oregon, settlers were
stragghing down the coast smto northern California Like a huge Tobster s
ass we were beginning to mp the Pacfic Coast at north and south
with the Desert and the mountain ranges i between, and as yet but
Yitle regarded In every direction the finger of fate beckoned westward
Someone had comed the phrase “Mamifest Destiny” and no one needed
10 be told that 1t meant nevitable expansion to the Pacific at any cost
0 be sure, we had pledged our natsonal honor to the Indians when we
allotted therm the Desert, and the Mextcans owned the mountains and
the coast, but racral pride classed the Mexican Spamsh and half breeds
with the savages, and two centuries of broken treaties with them had
2ecustomed us to Ppaying no attention o nghts that conflicted wath our
oWn expandmg energy The Brtish had tned to confine us within 8
line along the Appalacluan watershed i 1763 and population had
Poured over the imagmary line like water bursting through a dike The
€¥pansion of population and its westward sweep on the Amencan con
tnent have been one of the greatest sovements in the hustory of the
human race—a movement involving tens of millions of mdiiduals, un
nking, collective, unmoral, akin, 1 all save ats mcredible swiftness,
to the smevitable advance of a glacer
fore and more, Amencan hife was taking on the charactenstics of a
mass phenomenon Down o 1840, all the men who had been elected
President had been outstanding nationsl figures But the day for these
d passed The system of nommnation by Congressional caucus d‘“a
§iven way to our present system of national conventions wluc’h made 1t
almost ble for any candidate not a proft 1 p or
1 close touch with the party machme to secure a nomunation Moreover,
sectional imterests and the bulk of the mass began to demand 2 man on
whom all could unte, which meant a man who was sufficiently
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known or sufficiently colorless to have aroused no strong antagomsn
In 1840 he was found i the West, and the mnnocuous old Indian
fighter, General Harnison, was swept mnto the White House in a cam
paign 1n which there was no pretense of discussing prinaiples but
which was merely a whirlwind of catchwords The “hard cder” and
hin-cap campaign became a landmark in our pohtcal hastory, and

the Indians n the Desert, if they knew anvthing about it, might \\:15
have pondered their destiny when they leaned that old “Tippecanoe
had been elected as the “Great White Father” largely because of the
popularity worked up for hus having defeated them 1n a battle which
marked one of the stages of our broken faith

Although “Tippecance and Tyler too” won the elecnon, the old Gen
eral hived only a month, and four years later a still less known person,
Mr James K Polk of Tennessee, was nomnated by the Democraté
Everyone mught ask, bewildered, Who 15 Polk?” but he stood for 3
policy of Western expansion and defeated the bulhant Henry Clay
There was nothing brilliant about Polk His mind was mtensely hmt
10 interests, and there 15 no evidence that he knew os cared anything for
hustory, literature, or art, or even for many of the amentties of lfe
Dancing was banished from the White House, where socasl events
became fngid But although Polk s personality was colorless it %38 f:!;
from spincless He could formulate a pohcy and push 1t through, ’“[
the policy he chose added a half million square milcs to the nanon3!
domamn In Ius lack of culture and personality, his narrow and u:i
d hed mind, his hity rather than hy, he typf
the movement of expansion uself as a natural force That m"‘?mﬂ:
could overnde the Indians without government formalines but aithoug
the settlers might care no more for a Mexican than for a Shawnee whet
the Mexican border should be crossed 1nternational comphiestians o
ensue If Mamifest Destny were to reach San Francisco, 1t would hm;
t0 do 50 via Washington It had been a mass movement, but a8t Jut !s
could act only through an mdividual That 1s the sigmificance of Jame:
K Polk f

Among the demands of the campagn had been the setdemen;o;’k
the Oregon question with England and the annexation of Tesas
had nothing to do with the latrer, for a week before he entered © Ye
Congress passed the necessary Jomt Resolution and the day b‘f"'eﬂm
became President his predecessor sent word to the Texan Republi nee
the way was apen for ber to become a State of the Umon Polh at :ncs'
turned however, to the problem of Oregon Both England and Amwh
had claimed the whole of that country, and there were settfers 0




MANIFEST DESTINY LAYS A GOLDEN EGG 179

natonahes hving there The campaign cry had been for a boundary
along latude “Fafty four forty or fight,” and there had previously been
several attempts 2t negotiation  After two years Polk was able to report
that a compromuse, lughly favorable to the Amencan side, had been
reached with the Bnnsh This gave us practically all of the Columbia
Ruer and set the boundary at the 49th parallel, with a clear tule out to
the Pacific on our northwest. Polk, who had neither love nor fear of
England and who was never deterred by scruples of abstract nght,
might probably have held out for more had he not wished to have his
bands free for even larger game—Califorma
Mexico had protested against our annexation of Texas, whose m
dependence she had pever acknowledged, and she had withdrawn her
Munsster from Washington That was a natural move and 1n no way
sgified war European nations as well as ourselves had acknowledged
€15 25 an independent State, and the question whether or not we
bad ang nght under our own Constitution to annex another nation 2s
many dented, was purely a domestic one for ourselves Mesco had no
intention of declanng war War was necessary however, for Polk's plans,
and would have to be forced In June 1845, orders were sent to the
“mmander of our paval squadron in the Paafic to be ready to seize
San Francasco as soon as he should hear that Mexsco had apened hos
thties Qur Consul ay Monterey was also mformed that, whereas we
©uld use no nfiuence to cause Cahforma to resolt agamst Mexco we
¥ould gladly receive her into the Unted States f she should do 5o of
“Town volitton Other munes were also laid
Polk niext tured to claums of somewhat less than fve mullion dollars
Which Amencan cityzens had agamst Mexco for bonds concessions,
4 the usual odds gnd ends that can be eastly accumulated for such a
Purpose Polk offered to assume these 1f Mexico would achnowledge the
° Grande 15 the southern boundary of Texas, although for a century
B ¢ boundary had always been the Nueces Ruver He offered another
Ve mullion for New Mexico, and stated, like a corporation lawyer burld
18 UP & merger of compening plants, that “money would be no object
y lexico would sell us Cahforma Needless to say, no Mexican governt
. 2t could have accepted such an offer and stood for a moment, the
w:xyd':‘“"mg of 1t being an 1nsult to the prde of the Mexcans, a quality
Yor the Expansioniyts felt the Memcans had no nght to possess
Mugers 10 spite of the fact that Memco had declmed fo recerse 2
" ster” although she would a “Commussioner,” which was diplomatt
MXY Comrect, Polk had mnsisted on accrediing hus representatine 85
Tister The Latter was refused a reception, and Polk at once ordered
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General Taylor to advance with troops across the Nueces to the Rio
Grande Mecan terntory had now been imaded by our armed forces,
but even yet she offered to negotate our differences Meanwhile, Talr
had attacked the town of Matamoros, and a small body of Mewens
crossed the Rio Grande and had a shirmish with hum A formght
Tater, Polk sent a message to Congress ashing for a declaration of war o
the ground that our pauence was exhausted, that Mexico had ingaded
out tertones, and that she had shed Amencan blood on Amencan sol
although the tule to the soil was so uncertam that Polk had yust of
to pay Mexco five million for st

War, of course, was declared, and a month later, on June 14 some
Amencan settlers i the Sacramento Valley i Califorma raised ‘heﬂ:&
of revalt and declared their independence We need not follw £5¢
military events of the conquest In Mexico, under General Seott e
were bulliany operations, and we could take much pnde 1 the feats :
our troops had the cause itself been someshat clearer on the side O
gustice. On February 2, 1848, by the Treaty of Guadalupe Hudalgo %
agreed to assume the Mexican clams, later adjudicated at only 3l .
over three million dollars, and to pay Mexco an addmional ﬁhe;
mulhion 1n exchange roughly for Texas to the Rio Grande, New Meu .
Nevada, Utah, Arizona, Califorma, and a good patt of Colorado Ex\es
the plunder of Cortez paled 10 companson, and within a few;‘““‘ﬂ
Califorma was to yield 4 store of gold the like of which he ha b:xe‘
seen even 1n Aztec treasunes With shight recufications along he Ment
the continental United States had now assumed xts present for® ﬂw
fest Destiny bad talen nearly a quarter of our continental aream; .
gulp A few hundred thousand Indians were merely peppét 0% ‘h;\ ol o

Even before we acquired title 1n these two years to nedrly 8 B
our present temntory, extending from the Gulf to Puget S"";‘\: i{mﬂ
embracing every thing from the Plamns to the Pacific, a cons! derd lled the
1¢an population had already settled i what has come to be\:a suddle
“Far West " In 1847 the Mormons, after much persecution 101 c[dema*s
West of Missour: and Ilinoss, had trelked mro the Mexca® “f: ¢ thot!
and settled around Great Salt Lake, and within a few months fiv S
sand or more had frmly laid the foundanons of 2 new S'B&:p and
Bngham Young There were also settlements or stray setdlers 1& s
down the Pacfic Cosst, and from 1846 10 1840 thetr IV,
apdly increasing With the exception of the Mormons, t(EY;’f d fshes
the usnal type of proncers, but early m 1848 the ducovery ¢ § at onlY
11 a mill race 11 the Coloma Vallev near Sacramento, 2 rered N
the Bustory of the State but that of the whole pation
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was made Just a weeh before we acquired title to the El Dorado from
Mexco, and there hane been few more strihing accidents of coincidence
It soon became evident that the deposits here and there as burnedly
muestigated v ere fabulously rich At once the greatest gold rush hustory
began, and the “Forty Niners,’ as the frst yearmen at once came o be
called, have Forever taken their place in our picturesque history with the
Pignm Fathers, the pioneer, and the cowboy They came from every
patt of the country, by overland trail, across the Isthmus of Panama,
aound the Hom By 1850, Califorma, which three years before had
been a foreign State with its Mextcan ranch owners, 1ts Spamsh ymsstons,
and a few scattered American farmers or tanchers, held neatly a hundred
thousand Amencans and was i a turmorl

Thus far every Amencan frontier had been settled by agneultunsts
after the first advance stage of hunters and trappers and Indian traders
Except for the broad distinction between North and South, slave and
free, plantation and farm econommes, there had been a marked umformity
of socal and intellectual life on all of them In this respect the settlement
of California offered a complete contrast Every type of citizen of every
social grade and profession came, not to hew forests, farms, and make
bomes, but to get nch as quickly as possible by a bappy stroke of luck
Clerks satlors, laswyers, doctors, farmers, even clergymen, everyone who
loved adventure or beheved 1n luck, tramped, rode or satled to the
newest promuse 1 the Land of Promuses On the coast, the crews of
ilmust every vessel that touched there deserted and scrambled to the
diggings " Back East the exodus became a craze In a few months San
Francisco leaped from a few houses to a aity of more than twenty thou
sand catering to every sort of vice and extravagance No town could
ever have more belied sts patron samnt!

For the first few years, the feversh life of gold seelang the reckless
ness engendered by sudden gam and as sudden loss, the almost complete
absence of decent women, all made for a knd of frontier 1n 1850 only
2 per cent of the population of the miping counties wese %omen and
1t 55 quite uncertam how many of them would have come under out
dassification of decent Most of the men had come with no mtention of
femaining, but had expected to return home as soon as they had made

e fortune wlich they anticipated would mevitably awart them The
Bust yea ive il dllans tn gold was found, and by 1853, the anmsl
amount had nisen to about sixty mtlion dollars after which 1t began to
dechine There was no machinery for maintainmng law and order until the
Viglance Commitrees undertoak the work regularly i 1856, the Alia
Caltforma, a San Francisco journal noung the next year that between
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the Amencans takung over of the ity and the beginnig of the Vigilance
Commuttees there had been twele hundred murders in the place with
only thrce hangings Evervone had gone armed as a matter of course and
a derable part of the A people had had another tste of
talang the {aw nto their own hands

The discovery of gold had gnen our newly won possession o the

Pacific a start 1n population which it would have othersse taken long
to get but gold was not all After the first fever wote jtself ouy many
stayed and others came because of the attractions of the climate and the
business opportumnes “The coast howerer was alwavs to yeman
differenuated from all other fronters, Not only was there 2 such
greater minghng there of ali tvpes instead of the umformity of other fron
tiers as we have noted but also 1t diffexed 1n that ats sudden population
was made up pot for the most part of people who had come from just
a httle way back but of those who bad come vast distances and 1n large
part from the Eastern States Just as there was less unformuty of angie
and occupation so there was less umiformuty of thought and con
siderably less equalitanianism socally and pobtically

In another pomt also 1t differed widely On all other frontiers !
accumulated very slowly and had 1o be borewed from the older serde
ments In Cabfornia capital was created in the form of gold dug from
the ground almast more rapydly than means to employ 1t could be found
For this reason a different amtmde was notceable there toward wealth
and tts possessors from the start There was none of the psycha!ag}’
which had 1ts oot 1n the problem of the absentee capualist The clmate
the different form of agnculture and the hundreds of males of mountak
barrier between them and the rest of the Unted States tended Tikewrse

the sectional ck 8 torth

By 1850 four sections had thus emerged anto clear light~the Z\Oﬂh
the South the Middle Westcand the Far West We shall conadet m 19¢
next chapter more particulasly the feehngs which bad been aroused BY
the annesition of Texas the Mewican War the whole problem ©
slavery and economics which were rapidly tending t0 render the s;l;
nonal differences more dangerous Here we need only note that 18 d "
Far West 2 capitalistic system and outlook had sprung up almest ‘“:b
mght as part of the very structure of the new society In the Mor!

d lism had ! quered the ofd agrananssm In &fw
South slavery had built up a type of enilizanon w hach was quite dw
ent from anything 1n Amenca 1n 1776 The ofd Amencanisn was e
found 1n the Middle West which was yet prepandcmndy the

| » )4
of the small town the small farmer and the proneer~ Folks " To be <

tal
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the lengthening shadows of eastern North and South had crept over ths
Valley also, but in 115 upper portion, what we call the Middle West
today, the old American dream Lingered because 1t still had foundation
1n the economrc and soctal Iife of the people

In spite of the deepeming shadow creeping over the whole land, we
Tefused to Jook up from our preoccupations We were working more
Fevenshly than ever Califorma gold had gnen 2n mmpetus to every
business and created the basis for another great structure of credit We
Were getting richer, more numerous, busier every year Back i the East,
Herman Melwlle had wntten an Amencan classic, Moby Dick, but no
one knew or cared what the “White Whale signified or whether there
"as any evil mn the universe We preferred Emerson, who apparently
JBetther knew nor much cared, exther, and who asked us to be sputual
and cultured, but hopefully looked, like the rest of us, for spmt to
evolve somehow from matter, and blessed our railroads to a divine use
But the dark cloud 1n the Amencan sky grew blacker and was spreadmg
Ttassumed fantastic shapes Was 1t smoke from the chimney of a North
em factory, or the gizantic 1mage of a negro slave? In a decade the
bghtrung would leap from 1t with blinding flashes and the thunders echo
on a hundred battlefields Meanwhile “Ol Man Ruver flowed through
the great Valley 1o 1ts portal on the Gulf The South stretched ts planta
uons from the Atlantic to the Rio Grande The North could not lve
Without the West, and the Middle West could not live without 1ts outlet
o0 the Gulf The dark cloud might be reflected on the broad surfalic
ofthe Mississipps, but “Ol Man Raver flowed on and whatever might

“PPen fo paper constitutions, as long as he flowed there must remain
eventual unity on the contment In his mighty arms he held us a

Ol man nver, dat ol man river, N
He must know sumpun’, but don ¢ say nothir’,
He just keeps rolhn’,

Hekeeps on rollin’ along *

1
“Copynght 1927 by T B Hams Co, N Y (Reproduced by speca
Petmussion of the copyright owners )
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Trere have always been two opposing forces operatng on American
Life and character Just as democracy stresses the value of the indwidual
human bewng yet tends to equalize the economic and socal status ©
all, s0 we saw in the last chapter that, 1n sprte of the strong individualsm
generated on the frontier, the State builders found they bad © rely
upon the cooperation of all to gite the mdividual hs largest opportunity
of profit and happiness In order that the inddual rmught prosper, 5
found 1t needful to enforce a certain umformty of effort and outlooh
on all the other mndividuals The same opposition of forces and wdeals
has always been present n our political philosophy- The Declaration of
Independence had announced to the world, not that “these unite
colonies are, and of nght ought to be,” a free and independent Nauen,
but “free and mdependent States ” When the old Confederation Pro*
too loose a bond to serve any useful purpose, our Federal Constittfi?®
was adopted, tightening up the Union, but, like all compromise Joce
ments, 1t left many pomnts untouched for a more comvement Um’[
Whether 2 “Sovereign State” was supenor or mfenor (0 the Feder?
government was one of these pomnts, carefully Jodged by the Fathers
The vast westward expansion had operated 1n the usual double m)e
It had put an increasing strain on the Constitution and yet was (0 P
at the most crtical point n our history the chief umfymg force he
ongnal thisteen States had been sovereign and indepen ent before ©
Terg:
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United States came 1nto being There was no doubt about thar Tevas
bad alio been 0 when admutted to the Union All the rest were dearly
the ereatures of Congress, although they were admutted with all the
nghts of the onsginal States Had we not secured 1n all the varsed ways
we did, the Western domarn beyond the Appalachian Mountains, our
onstitutional and other problems would have been much simpler and
probably our hfe as a Federal State much briefer The Soverergn States
Which bad umted would have felt comparatively free to withdzaw, and
although 1t mght have been mconvenient or unwise for a single one
10 do so alone, yet when so complete a ditision of interest appeared as
berween North and South by 1860, a breakup would have been com
Parstiicly simple and almost mevitable The problem, however, was
normously ncreased by the presence of the West Practically all the
femitory across the Appalachian Mountams had been acquired by the
United Stares Tt was a vast property in common and if constitutional
Juestions with regard to 3t were, more than ance, nearly to wreck the
00, it was the umfying mfluence of the Great Valley which was at
thelast to save 4t
e Constitution was sient as to any powers to acquire foreign tern
11y, and, 1f acquired, as to how to admimster 1t When Jefferson had
e confronted wath the need for mstant decision as to whether to take
the Lowisiana Terntory when offered or lose 1t for the naton he took
1, but beheving the action to be unconstitutional and with the expecta
fion that an amendment 1o the Constitution would be made vahdaung
it None ey er was, and John Qumey Adams was equally convinced that
#¢ had no constitutional nght whatever to incorporate withm ouf
&memment g foreign sosereign State such as Texas Both statesmen
and those who believed with them, would appear to have been nght,
unless the wording of the Constitution may be so stretched as to cover
nything under Heaven desired by us Qur general theary as to how
new and unorganized terntory should be developed mio States was, as
Pomted out earlier, a very wise one, but, a5 1t was wholly extra
mnstml:nonal, there were plenty of dangerous lacunaz mt ore an
Y the 18405 the question of slavery was arousmng m
bitter fecllh[:: bemcccni the secuons The agitavion by the Abd“mm;::
m the North, the attempt of the Southem members m Congress, ht
Voung against recen ing petitions relating to slavery, to ‘bmg‘": ‘h;a:lgo,,
f betition guaranteed to eitrzens mn the Constitution, and ot er g
had rouseq Passion on both sides By a Jarge party w the Mot b:-«:
Nexanon of Texas and the subsequent war with Mewco haj st :
Visualied solely as an attempt on the part of the South to extend slav

d more
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terntory 1n the Union Since the Missours Compromise of 1820, which
had prohubted slavery north of 36* 30, statesmen i all sectons had
made heroic efforts to keep the question settled, but 1t was fast gettng
out of their hands

The war with Mexico over, and the loot safely lodged mn the Union,
the usual question of 1ts administration came up Polk wished wisely
that the old Line of 36° 30 sunply be run westward and no questons
raised, but a Pennsylvania Representanive in Congress, Dand Wilmet,
thought otherwise and 1n hme preciptated a cnsis The msatiable Paolk
was trymng to get through Congress 2 bill to buy a small addinonal stnp
from Mexco, and to this Wilmot tried again to iset a provsion o the
effect that slavery should neser exist in terntory acquired from Mexico
As the terntory was far to the south of the dead lne, the Southem
members at once, and quite naturally, launched a savage debate “Wi
mots Proviso, as 1t was called, was utterly unnecessary and was merely
a match tossed mnto the combustible situation Never passed, 1ts WP
tance was 1n reopening the whole question of the powers which Congress
possessed over temntones, the bitterness of the previous few years now
leading the South to make the new claim that there was not only 1
nght to prohubit slavery, but, quite to the contrary, & moral duty 10
Pprotect it asa property nght The fat was in the fire

As the months passed, feelings became more embittered Luttle by
liele the cords which had bound North and South together had been
breakang under the straim of the Northern attack on slavery and ¢
Southern defense of 1t Three of the great church denommnations ha
already sphit into mdependent Northern and Southemn bodies e
Congress which met 1n December 1849 was so butterly facuional that
suaty three ballots had to be tahen to elect a Speaker m the Housli
Three of the elder statesmen worn out by age, were yet P‘ese““we
ster, Calhoun, and Clay They came at the end of their yeaﬁé:
strength to take ther parts in the great debate to save the Umion L3
forma had already wnitten freedom 1nto her new constitution, and n any
case nesther the soll, the climate, nor the occupations of that Sm';”:
of New Mexico were adapted to any large extension of slavery B
yust as the North had been led to believe that in the war the S"“he
had planned to extend slavery, so the South had come to fecl that d ‘
North was trying to extend freedom nto slave tergtory Secessio? “:
being openly talked, as 1t always had been whenever any secuo® and
become disgruntled The difference was that passtons were hagher -
the threat meant more now It was clear that secession would mea? “vas
“Peaceable secession! thundered Webster, old and emaciated as be ¥
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‘Sir, your eyes and mune are neser destined to see that miracle The
dismemberment of this vast country without comulsion’ The breaking
up of the fountamns of the great deep without rufiing the surface!”
I 1t nas the representative of New England who provided the
eloquence, somewhat ponderous as ever, 1t was the representative of the
West who provided the constructive thought Clay submutted certain
measures as a new 7 the most 1mp being the ad
of Cahfornia as a free State, the organization of New Mexica and Utah
& terntones without mention of the question, and the passage of 2
more stringent fugitive-slave law New England would not have followed
the Westerner, but 1t did follow 1ts own leader, now, however, no longer
recognized as such by many mn view of lus advocacy of the nght of the
Southerner to pursue his runaway slave mto Northern terntory Whattser,
;:3 ardent antislavery man, expressed the feeling of a multude when
Wrote —

So fallen' so lost! the light withdrawn
Which once he wore!

‘The glory from hus gray hairs gone
Forevermore!

Of all we loved and honored, naught
Save power remains,—

A fallen angel’s pride of thought,
Sull strong m chains

Then, pay the reverence of old days
To hus dead fame,

Walk backward, with averted gaze,
And hide the shame!

Clay, Calhoun, and Webster all died within two years, but, 1n spite
of the Northern wnability to swallow the Fugitine:Slave Law, the new
“mpromise of 1850 was to hold the shaking structure of the Union
together for another decade, just long enough to ensure that even ¥t
©0uld not destroy 1ts permancnce The West had saved us wath its new
Compromse

Meanw hile the country was extremelv prosperous 1 all scctions,
Seculation was nfe The mjection of the enormous amounts of gol

rom Califormia would 1 any case have brought about business actinity,
but 11 addytion the Grimean War i Curope helped to provide an "
Srcased marhet for our farm products abroad, n which both South an

West shared As usual, also, our population mncreases, $0 unlike the slc;w
advances 1n the Old World, provided rapidly expanding mathets o8

and

.
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products, and nsing prices for real estate. Chucago, for example, jumped
from less than 30,000 inhabitants 1 1850 to almost 110,000 m 1860
Tunously as the future could be discounted, hawever, we overdiscounted
1t, according 10 our sangwine custor, and with the close of the Enropesn
war came the penodic pame i 1857. The newly invented telegraph
assisted the process by instantaneously spreading every piece of bad news
everywhere at once Though not so severe as that of 1837, the ess
was bad, and, as on previous occasions, 1t started a shift popufatien
touard the West In a long sentled and fully populated country, there
15 uttle for the people to do 1n a financiat or agneultucal ensis but semaw
and suffer where thes and therr ancestors hase lived In Ameacs, on tbe
other hand, such a period has served to set a considerable part of the
population on the march 1o unsculed regions Such enses have been
hie pulsations of a vast heatt, pumping mhabstants it our unpeopk
spaces

In the course of our narratne, we have now noted mary waies of
mmigration and migranon and seen many fronuers, from those of James
tonn and Plymouth to those of Hlinas and Califorma We have W’;
enough, perhaps to hazard another generalizanon In this matter @
mugranon there were double and opposing forces at work, as 10 mang
other spheres of our national hie We maturally like to stress the couﬂgc-
hard work and abiluv of our empue builders It 1 well that ne €%
But, on the other hand, we cannot fully understand our own munﬂn
mind and character 1f we do not ponder the other side of the
Almost every man who has migrated from Europe to Americt from vbe
senlement to newer, from East to Waest, has, at the same e that 3
has shown the qualines noted abo ¢, shawn also 3 certan tach of mf”f
when he decided that things had got too much for kim “at home h’ "
that he could no fonger reman, that he could nat fight ghwﬂﬁt to
success where he was The Pilgnm and Puntan feaders nho e i
Amenica, for example, were but a handful of those Englen d reh
who migrated preferred the physical discomParts, but pohn:a! mu o
grous amphficatons, of the wilderness to therr natne fand and ’v
sistent problems We think of them as strong men, but 2 m:an
questioned whether those who remamned 1 England, faced the‘-mv L)
uions, including possible martyrdom, and fought the Stuart rmm o
3 successful Bnish, were not the stronger Without mdu!gngth,y the
finespun discussion of that point, [ think there con be no do: econome
frontier has always presented a simpler set of soorat a0 os of ¢
problems for the mdividual to solve than the mare comple o 1 ho WI
older or older A l Tt wos the mat ¥
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baflled 1a the face of such compleanes, who tould not adyust humself
1o them, who preferred 1o substiute for them the simpler continons of
a frontier socety even at the expense of physical nsk and discomfosy,
who became mote of less the typical American from the days of Jobn
Winthsop on Thus tendency thus present i mullions of indriduats and
0 sugration after migration has possibly fostered 1 us a preference fou
shppug aut from under a sitwanon when at becomes too complex rather
than thunkng 1t and fighting 1t throygh It would be a natural result
Two other psychological traws would namsally Gow From such con
#ant emgration away from places where condimons had become 100
much for the mdwndual to contend with The fact that the emigrant
Bad been oppressed or made to accept an mnfenor position 1o the society
from nhuch he temoved, whether as a religious protester or merely an
sonaue falure, would tend to make hum assert humselt all the more
swhen e reached 4 society m which the weights were tahen off hus free
selfexpression "The gbsucd egotssm of the New Englanders their behief
}JJ thexr otyn vast supersonity, therr cruel persecution of those who drt
fered from them, may esuly have sprung from such a psychologrcal roor,
2 Mre alsa the hoodlumism and uteer lack of self reswrasmt shown by
gtniflt’r amiers of another hatehing The Puntan who believed hum
who elect of Gad and lawgrver for mankind, and the Trch polceman
Sw:“"ms b5 club and puffed out hus chest, were both vicwms of the
as Psychological reactian on passing from conditions where the ego
o squeezed 10 others n which 1t could blow up ke a balloon The
:mmd or the Ealures who suddenly ise to power or success are Tuch
© apt to feel they gwn mmportance and mfiret their own viens on
A’:’g:an thowe who have always sat an the seats of the sughty
[ lba(el ichalogieal tra has also resulted from our condinons The
a Possibly the great maronty of Americans hae suffered from
wh ﬂhﬁft’““’}’:« lack of success, or even actual appression and tyranny,
o b 12 the lands of the Old World of the older settlements of out
. ’.m‘z“":e‘{ them to develape a remarhable feehng of sympathy Tor
P e dog” of anv sory, economre palitical, socsal Lyng deep
aren :goumm this usually comes ta the surface as emotion, and
ol ;1 m“‘aﬂ‘{ tmes In wnternational selations 1 has colored our
Cuh;;; ond ﬁ“ﬁald, awong others, to Grechs Hunganans, Insh,
ih hmw]edt e ;!ames of Indua, not always mtelligently or wisely or
and ;V\hncang‘;’ the facts Tt bas coloved our attinude toward enmnals
s cughe s 1t 15 4 traw which domesuc statesmen do, and forexgo
o, ‘7, rechon wath ft 15 an mstinctive reaction, Y
33 demves strasght from the Lie hustony of
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dividuals At any moment 1t may appear against a foreign nation thought
gulty of oppression, agamst pohiticians who attack a fival too ruthlessly
aganst the money power or others considered 100 prileged On the
other hand, because 1t belongs to our unconscious and 1s not the product
of a trained mtelligence ot of morality, because 1t belongs to the realm
of emotion and desite, 3t cannot be counted upon when 1n conflict
with other emotions or desires, as has been exemphed 1n the case of
our treatment of our own Indians The phght of the red man for ex
ample, left the Abohtiomists cold, though they were nilling to pull down
the whole fabric of Amenca, 1f need be, ta free the black man

The lack of employment following the panic of 1857 would hae
loosened a considerable part of the A pul from sts oo
ings and blawn them westward m any case, but as 1t happened sah
our proverbral tuck, the year after the pantc wrought its havoe, gold uss
discavered 1 Colorado, and a rush started comparable only o that for
Cabforma As compared with the diggings of the Panfic Coast, Color
rado was easy to reach and n the sprng of 1859 the Mussours et
from Independence to Council Bluffs was hned with the camps of the
gold seekers The general cry was Pikes Peak or Bust,” and miny s
tamed ta both destmanions successely or smultaneously They €%
the plains 1n covered wagons, carriages, on horsebach, and even @ foot
pustung their baggage shead of them mn bight carts In o yeus there
weze nearly thirty five thousand persons 1n Colorado, and Demer ¥
a prosperous aity The West had jumped across seven bundred miles
the Amencan Desert and a new fronner had come into being © imprest
again on mare Amencans those characterssucs stamped by alf the be
and httle fronners that had been commg nto exstence for twa and3
half centurnes

As one studies gur tistory from the standpomt of
of pohticians, one 15 1mpressed agam and agan not onl
nfluences always at work, some of which we have spo
the fact that %0 often what hss prommused to be poison
its own antidote The acquistion of the Mexcan West was :hreatml:ﬁ
the existence of the Union But out of that acquisition had Nmsf;zl
expectedly and at once severa) hundred milion dollass in gold 5
gold gave a great fmpetus, among other thmgs, to budding sabse?
and when a1l war at Jast came, and the South counted on the o
Jjouung with 1t on account of their bemng bound togethet by the & -
of ‘Ol Man River and an outlet on the Gulf, it vas the newls Nm
pleted railways betneen Wesz and North that enabled those sw)mlsc *
hold together, mstead of South and West The mer did ndeed M3

fuences and 7%
ty by the double
len of, but by
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geographic and national unity of the great Valley The West could not
afford to see the lower half 1n forexgn hands She would mnsist on umty
atany cost Had there been no railroads to carry her produce to the East,
she might have had 10 accept unwelcome secession to achiese unuy As
1t was, they had come just in time, owing to the gold, to enable her
to sunive, to join the North, and to achiese valley umty through war
instezd of saissian In 1849, there were no railways of importance 1n the
West. By 1860, the northern West had nearly one third of the 30,000
miles in the whole country, and was niot only covered with a network
that made marketing of produce easy, but also well connected by trunk
Lnes with the East Had the West jomed the South, the breal. up of the
pation would have been mevitable As it was, the railways made 1t
possible for the West to jom the North, whuch 1t preferred to do in
oppositton to slavery Once jomed to the North, howeser, coercion of the
South became vatal, owing to the essential umty of our great valley
The hine of 36" 30 mght divide two cvalizanons fairly, but “Ol Man
Ruver” held them both and would not let them go

The theory of that line, however, was fast breaking down Califorma
bad been admutted as a free State, and half of 1t lay to the south of the
sacrosanct division between slave and free New Mexco and Anzona,
which would probably both be free, lay almost wholly to the south of the
ne By the tme of the Clay Compromuse of 1850, all of the pational
domain had been organized mnto States or Termtones except the great
Indian presenie which ran from Texas to Canada and from the Missourt
border to the Rocky Mountains Ratlroad building had been so stim
ulated by Califormia gold and generous land grants by the Federal
government that the question of a transcontmental hne was bemng ac-
vely discu " -
teed by the
wholly a ¢ N
Already the Santa Fe Trail, the Oregon Tratl, the settlers of Litah and
Colorado, had made havoc of the theory of the sancuty of our treaties
vath the natives They were doomed, and we need not enter upon the
many detatls of the final act of the tragedy From the days when an oc
€asional savage had seen a sml from one pomt o1 another on the coast,
and fought or welcomed the first settlers, the red men had been steadily
Pushed back until they were all herded together in the mterior of the
cOntinent for the last stand. That was marked by brohen trcatics and open
war, but was hopeless from the start

Caning nothing for the red man, but desirous of permutting a trans
continental railroad to be buslt from Chicago across the middle of the
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West, 1 1854 Senator Douglas of Illmos tned to push a bill through
Congress organizing the central part of the Indian country mnto 2 new
Federal Terntory under the name of hansas, without excluding slavery
from 1t, just as Congress had not msisted upon Utah or New Mexce
being exther slave or free He soon changed his plan so as to provide
for two Terntones, Kansas and Nebraska, thus making 1t possible to
give one State each to the North and South should thewr mhabitants
deaide differently on the slave question The two were to mclude the
whole of the Indian country except that part which 1s now Ollahoma
Douglas and the North wanted a Northern transcontinental ralway,
and he was willing to pay the price to the South—a vast merease 1n
ternitory 1n the North open to slavery

The bill passed on May 25, 1854 The Missounn Compromise had
been definitely repealed Five months later Abraham Lincoln was tell
g the natron 1n his speech at Peoria that, although he did not question
the constitutional nght of the Southerners to hold therr slaves m the
South, and knew nothing else for them to do under the exisung con
ditions, yet slavery 1s founded on the selfishness of man’s nature—
cpposition 10 1t on his love of justice These prnciples are in eternal
antagonism, and when brought mto collsion so fiercely as slavery e
tension brings them, shocks and throes and convulsions must ceaselessly
follow ” The price we pad for our projected transcontmental railway
was broken farth with our savage wards and a nation drenched m blood
Douglas was a mere unconscious Link 1 the endless cham of destn?
The witches cauldron had long been brewmg, and more ingredients
than we can analyze had gone 1nto the unholy broth which we wer all,
North and South, West and Far West, to be forced to dunk

Douglas and his group may have been willing to pay the price £ the
South, but the North as a whole was not The debates 1 Congiess
bad been bitter and had disclosed the depth of feclmg on both sides
The North had yust been ndulgmg m an orgy of fanaticism agamnst
forergners and Catholics, but the threat to extend slavery threw alf munor
crusades nto the discard A new polincal party with an old name, Be:
publican, was formed, and 1ts first platform announced that 1t was "bote
the nght and duty’ of Congress to prohibut slavery and polygamy i o
Temtones, the latter prohubition, of course, bemng durected a;é:m
the Marmons 1n Utah, who had hornfied Amenca and rather o
themselves with a plurahity of legal, and legally supported wwesf the
mont, the madequate candidate of the new party, carned most 2 o
North and West, but Buchanan, Democrat, camed the South and ¥

the election
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Meanwhile, a wholly new sort of frontier was being formed i Kan
s1s Bached by the Abolitonists and the Emugrant Aid, among other
societses, settlers were sent into the new Terntory with Bibles and
breechloaders, not to make homes, hunt for gold, or raise hogs, but to
vote the Temitory on the side of freedom and non slavery Slave owners
did not care to settle without their slaves, and as the blacks were both
valusble and volanle property, they did not care to nsk them to any
extent 1o the bullet laden air of the new Temtory They did, howeter,
with their own rifles, nde over from Missoun on election days to stuff
the ballot boxes Frequent clashes occurred wath these “border rufians,’
& they were called, and more attention was paid to bultets and ballots
than to tilling the soil Nor was all the blood for ‘bleedng hansas”
shed out there Senator Sumner of Massachusetts m the Senate at
Washington proved tumself an ardent partisan, but not a gentleman,
2 viclent speech on the *Crime agamst Kansas,” and was beaten mto
msensibility by Preston Brooks of South Carolina, who thus proved
the same things of lumself The temperature of the nation had nisen to
the fever pont A year later, ;n March 1857, the Supreme Couzt, 1n the
Dred Scott case, declared that a negro could not be a anzen of the
United States and that Congress, without due process of law, could not
deprive a itizen of us property—that s, of staves Meamwhile the Senate

d accepted a constitunion for Kansas, rejected by a majonty of 1is
Ctizens, making stavery legal The South was winning only to lose

In October 1853, the fanatic John Brown of Kansas, with a following
of eighteen men, of whom five were negroes and 1n pursuance ot an
utterly fantastic plan of makang war on slavery, seized the Federal arsenal
3t Harper s Ferry, Virgmsa, and took some of the townspeople prsoners

he old man’s smling physical dignity and mmpressieness 35 well a5

s courage when captured and hung, won him admiration among those
m the North whose hearts were stronger than their heads The conflict
W3 coming to the country rapidly enough without such melodrama,
and the South could not fail to be yet more embittered by the sight
of ams being put into the hands of negroes The possibihity of a slve
f9ng and of a massacre of the yhites, such as had occumed in Hayt,
W45 ever 1 the munds of the slave owners, responsible for the Ines of
thewr woren and children on widely separated plantations, and Brown’s
ammed advance into the South with blacks 1n his party was as cruells
isensate gs 1t was childish Perhops no man 1 American history ‘cl“
deserves the pedestal of heroism on which he has been rarsed, but “;
North at once enshrined him as a samt, and more than evér contnce!
the South that there could be no peaceful solution of the confhet be
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tween the two avilizations unless 1t might be found 1n an unopposed
secession

Meanwhile, i 1858, Lincoln had opposed Douglas in the race for
the Senatorship from Ilhnois On the night of his nomination, 1n words
now familiar to every Amenican, he had placed the 1ssue squarely before
the naton ‘A house drided agamst itself cannot stand,” Lincoln
paraphrased from Saint Marl, and then continued “I believe this gov
ernment cannot endure permanently half slave and half free I do not
expect the Union to be dissolved—1 do not expect the house to fall—
but L do expect 1t will cease to be divided It will become all one thing
or all the other Enther the opponents of slavery wall arrest the further
spread of 1t, and place 1t where the public mind shall rest n the behef
that 1t 15 1 the course of ultimate extinction, or 1ts advocates will push
1t forward till t shall become altke Jawful 1n all the States, old as well
as new, North gs well as South ” Lincoln, spealang i the name of his
party, clamed that slavery was a moral wrong though he had no
mtention of interferng with 1t m the South, trustng to tts gradual
disappearance there Douglas clammed that the morality of the question
was no one’s business, and that each State should determmne 1ts status
foratself He wan the election

In fact, there was htdle Iikelihood of any further extension of stavery
m Amencan terntory, owing to sorl and climate Both sides, howeser,
weze losing thetr heads The North saw the South trying to rewntroduce
the slave trade and extend conquest to the southward 1n the West Indies
while insisting on bringing 1ts black property mto the North ot maling
the Northerners capture ats slaves for 1t 1f they escaped thther The
South saw 1ts mstitution, and more than half of its total property, being
threatened It declared that 1t would not submut if the Republican Party
won the presidential election of 1860, as, 1 spite of Lincoln's defests
1t had won the Congressional elections of 1858

The Republicans did win, with Abraham Lincoln as candidate for
President The Democratic Party, which has never been able to c1ty the
country except by combining South and West, had been spht 1o t=0
by the slavery problem and nerther wing had a chance aganst the new
Republicans, who carned every free State, though polling scarcely ?
vote mn the South The curtamn had now been rung up for the centrs
act of the great tragedy The sharp geographic delmutation of the F}"ﬂ“)’
votes showed the completeness with which the Northern and Sovt ‘“;
sectionalism had finally worked rself out It was known with xzms‘:[:;ﬂl'!
certamty that the election of Lincoln meant the secession of SO
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gamlma, probably to be foflowed by at Teast a number of other Southern
tates,

What was the real cause, or causes, of the angry, seething emotons
which had steadilv mounted throughout the nation as the sectionalism
became more and more pronounced? The older hustanans would have
tephed at once, “Slarery " A wiser and 2 broader view 13 now coming
to be accepted, although our latest uistonan with more of the closet
scholir than the statesman on this particular point goes back to the older
view because he finds Itde but slavery mentioned m the “documents”
of the ersis We surefy know, however, that avowed reasons or pohitical
battle cries usually simplify, even of they do nor conceal the real complex
of miluences in a given struggle There 15 of course no doubt that
shavery was i everyone’s mind, and that 1t made the best concentration
pomt for all the vague and 1 sub of the sec
which had now become deadly The mere abstract maralitv of slavery,
hoseret, would not alone have been adequate to plunge the nation 1nto
Wwar

Perhaps, as we have suggested before, our present situation 1 regard
to the Prohibiion Amendment wall belp our own generanon to under
stznd m much milder form the complex that Jay behind disunion m
1860 We are not split 1n America to-day solely on the morzlitv of taking
adnnl which contans alohol Mixed with that are questons of sorik
welfare, of economics of entrenched nterests of class distmevon a0
Yegdation of wrban agawst rural communities of persomal hbesty, of
the real function of a Federal consatution of the nghe of one section
of the people 1o coerce another at least almost equally large of the con-
fict of different outlooks on hfe of different ways of hfe To a con
sidetable extent the opposmg parties to-day ar¢ inextrcably mixed
throughout the Jand drnking as a soca) custom and 2 habst not being
delimited by syl or chmate If 1t were the conflict would be much
more sharply defined by having geographsc boundanes

From the beginning of seetlement m Amenca sorl and climare had
fostered a faurly sharp sectionafism of social and economic e 4

It was not simply that slavery, which had been unversal had prove
€tonomically unprofitable among the Puntans and to a considerable e<
tent 1 the Mddle Colomses and thus became chiefly confined 1o the

outh It was that, because of dyfferences 1n soil and chmate 2 whatls
d ferent sort of Lfe developed i the agranan South of lasge phanuations
from that which dey eloped i the industrsa] Nogh The South was not
all mads up of the Southern gentlernen of legend anciff fact any more
than the North was all made up of Co o
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sarts of people in both sections, but m the South they had all pretty
much developed a love for a more or less easy gomg country life with
habuts and values of 1ts own, and dishked, even when they did not
despise, the hustling, shrewd, business type of men in the North There,
on the other hand, the people looked down on the Southern type, which
they could not and did not try to understand

The slave was the working capital of the Southerner, 1t 1s true, just
as cash and credit were the working capital of the Northerner, and the
attack of the Abolionusts on the morality of holding slaves as property
araused as much anger 1n the South as a symilar widespread propaganda
m the South for the confiscation of Northern bank accounts would have
raised 1 the North But beyond that the Southerner grew mcreasngly
resentful at having his whole way of hfe attached by another section,
Just as many of us to day are deeply resentful at bemng coerced mn what
we shall dnink and how we shall entertamn, by a portion of the nation
which, whether nghtfully or not, we consider bigoted and narrow
minded, and 1 many cases motivated by false ideals and mercenary
desires We object to being told that we cannot judge the morality of our
own acts and that we must guide our conduct by the standards of fanatics
enacted 1nto Federal laws The South had always stood for stact con
struction of the Ci 101, and 1n its mterg of that mstrw
1t had quite as good an argument as the North, 1f not better To avoud
controversy and possible falure to ratify, the Fathers who drafted 2t
had purposely left 1t amb According to the Soutk ! smter
pretation of 1t, not only had therr property i slaves been guaranteed,
but the Constitution was now being used to threaten their » hole way
of hife, whereas for the most part, for a half century and more, Supreme
Court decisions had been modifying 1t so as steadily to strengthen the
Northerners in possession of therr particular form of property and cap-
atahsm

By 1859, owing to the admussion of new States, there had come to b
eighteen free agamnst only fifteen slave States so that the South had
become a mmonty party mn both houses of Congress It was easy for the
Abolitiomsts to shout for immedhate emancipation of all slaves but 1t was
ot 50 easy to say how 1t could be done, any more than it 15 €asy to-dav ‘?
clean off the stark and damnable 1njustices of our present md“mfn
régme Even Lincoln said that he did not blame the Southerers for
nat doing what I should not know how to do myself If all earthly power
were given me, I should not know what to do as to the exsting msn;u
tion” At the Peace Conference of Versalles, Amenica stood frrmly for
the self determination of racral and cultural groups, even when 1t 10
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tobved absurd natonal boundanes The South was a geographic, eco-
aomic, and social umty JF ever there was a case for self-determination,
 might seem as though that section had had a perfect one After a
gertération and more of constant attack and of decreasing spirstual uniy
t the nation, the election of 1860 left the South 1n the absolute po
liecal power of a party which was solely Northern It is not difficult 1o
se¢ why 5 lurge part of the Southem people could see nothing left but
Beaceable secession

On the acher hand, snfluences had also been at work 1n the North The
Abtltionssts had fong peen preaching thetr moral crusade agamst slavery
Wi mate bytteress than that of the AntiSaleon Lesgue agamst
alcokol 1 oy e They bad denounced the umon with the South as
#league suth Hell, and worked to destroy the Union Men of another
Bpe Ide James Russell Lowell, who had believed that the Mexcan

bar wag merely a plot of the South to extend slave terntory, had m
“ressed the feching agamst that section by tatk and wriing He had
ended the firgs of hug enormously popular Biglow Papers with

Ef1dmy way I hed ruther
We should go to work an’ part,
They take one way, we take t other,
Guessatwould n t break my heart
Man hed ough’ to put asunder
Them thet God has noways med
An Ishould n t gretly wonder
EE there’s thousands o’ my mind

Atany rate, Massachusetts agutators and men of letters had done their

% 10 see that thete should he thousands, and tens of thousnds, of
their mypd Massachusetts had accupied a singular posion n our
fationa] hx;mxy Settled some vears after Virginia had shown that colov
Mg was practicable, and alwavs the heart of New England, Mas-
sachuserts tontributed some of the best and some of the worst streams of
ftence to our national devel and c} Unf ly one
F the Litter yoag fanaticism and rmtolemnce and 1t was in Massachusetts
that Abolitiomen had its strongest hold The Puntan spint, noble a3 1t
®as in many aspects, became an uncomprorusing fananeal, and dog
Matic ne The men of that State have never taken much trouble to
Understand the voint of view of other sectsons of the country, even when

Y fave Lnown 1t at all and have seldom questioned thewe own
* sigaiicant tha Massachusetts has gaven breth to but twa Presidents
ot the Ungeq States, both over a century ago, and that both of them
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farled of reelection, despute their sterling character That this State and
all New England, would take an unyielding attitude on the slavery
question, 1n so far as 1t appealed to her moral and fanatical ihabitants,
was a foreg 1 even although they had no solution to offer
Throughout the whole North and West, moreover, the lover of liberty
and the underdog coraplex could be easily played wupon, as 1t was by
Uncle Tom's Calnn

But more than these factors were needed also If the Southerner had
not lihed the sneers of the Northerner, nesther did the small Northem
firmer or shopheeper, clerk or laborer, ike the sneers of the Southermer
against those who developed the trarts of an ndustrial civalization The
old of the and the 15 as old as towns
themselves It runs through all hiterature and history It reappears i
highly intensified form between industnal and agranan types of culture,
Just as 1t has cropped out agam and again between East and West, and
18 mnsolved to-day between Occrdent and Onent Moreover, Republican
orators played on the racial and economic fears of the Northern laborers
and mechanics, asking how they could expect two dollars a day when
Southerners spent but ten cents a day on their slaves Of course, ths
was sheer bunkum One of the chuef economic disadvantages of slavery
was its costhness and waste The orators took no account of the fteen
hundred o twenty five hundred dollars that a slave cost to buy, of the
possibility of his death, of the need of heeping hum 1 sichness, off
seasons, dull years, of the need of feeding, clothing, physicking lum ©f
of hus mefficiency But the fear served The Northerner had no Jove for
the negro who 1n many ways was treated worse in the North than m
the South, even that trouble maker for the South, the free negro, hsving
a better chance to nse above the laborer class mn, say, Lomsiana than m
New York or Connecticut But the Northern laborer came to fear st
competition

The fact was that within our poliical and geographie
been developing two contrasted and antagontstic types
while at the same ttme many and powerful factors were
there must be uniformuty of conditions and outlook The railzoads,
graph, mcreasing mobihity of population, easy transportation, interchange
of goods and 1deas—these and manv other factors were binding the hve;
of indiduals closer together What each sectron did and thought “’:'shat
necessity more and more affecting the others Just as we have scen thaf

unty we had
of cvihzation
dictating that
tele-

and
even on the mdwiduahstic frontier a umf of Ife, des’d"esmm
came to be unc ly enforced because it spelle gf wnr

P
o
prospenty for all, so this same more or less unconscious forcing
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Formuty came t0 be felt m national Ife In two respects the North was
1 the ke m which the world was moving away from human “savery,”
but toward the explotation of men and women n Tughly industnalized
Communities

The conflict between North and South, ke the Amencan Revdlu
on bad to be ranonalized Just as we can see now that it was not
3ny single atem, like taxation without representation, which wrought
the Revolution out of a siuanion that evolved from wholly Auffering
tudes toward Life on the two sides of the water, so 1t was ot simply
the momal question of slavery that had been carrying North and South
Toward the brink of disaster for fifty years But the whole situation had
tobe smplified and ranonalized, as we have <ard and 1t was charactenstie
of the North, and especually of New England as the censre of the
fatonalizing process, that the whole stress should be lud on 2 smgle
tsse which could be moralized The average Northern workmon ared
2 8%d deal mote about the negro as a compentor than he did sbout tum
23 being 1n God 5 image who was enntled to life, liberty, and the pursmt
of happiness. There was precious Little that a negro could do mn the way
°f pursuing happiness 1n most Northern communmittes as Connecticut
could bear ywytness

The Republican Convention which met at Chucago  May 1860
&nd nomunated Luncoln, had deafted a platform which apnounced that
there should be no extensson of slavery allowed nta new territory, but
zether should there be any terference with 1t 1n the slave States But

e Convention was not only beng held 1m the West It was full of
Westerners who had 1deas of their own llimois and some other Westem
‘ommunrties were not 50 keen on the slavery question as were certan
of the Easteners [f 5 good many people out there did nor see why men
€en 1f black, should be made siaves to Southern capiahsss sewher did
¢y see why they themselves should be made slaves to Eastern capitalists
o made freight and anterest rates, and contralled radways and bunks

© small West of 1819 had leaned hatied of financiers the furger
Vest of 1837 iad had the lesson rubbed i the West of 1860 had just
Fassed through the panuc of 1857 The plain people had msen sguinst

¢ Hamiltonian capytahists when they elected Thomas Jefferson 1 '8°‘:i

ey had foghtened them our of their lves when they had efecte
General Tackeon m 1828 and destroyed the Umited States Bank as 2
“sult and they had no mtention sow, with the paruc anfy theee years
Pist and the mongages still casing on therr roofs, of nommanng G(;lvcr
o7 Seward of New York and the capitalistic East as President Thﬂe
Bught be slaves 1 the South but were not the capitalists domng their
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best to mal.e slaves of white men? Had they not dnven good Amencans
out of our merchant manmne? Had they not to a great extent dnven
them out of our factories? Were they nat asking Western farmers to
pay high tolls and 1mpossible debts? Were they not beating down Amen
cans with the club of cheap foreign labor and * black hists"? They would
take a foreigner without any recommendation, but not an Amencan
unless s last employer allowed 1t Were they not even going 50 far,
back East, as to gis e a discharged or voluntanly quitting workman a card,
when they saw fit, on which was written that he had “hberty to % orh
elsewhere”? What was America coming to when the “hberty to work
was dependent on the nod of a factory manager? What of the American
dream?

Successive migrations, much hard work, no money, and a general
social level which raised few men of culture above the mass of plain men
and women were not domg the West any good mtellectually, to put it
maldly It was not without reason that even the thinking required to be
a good Presbytertan had for the most part long been abandoned for the
less arduous reactions to emotion of the Baptist and Methodist But the
West feared, and not without cause, the smooth, pohshed, and merce
nary East, as 1t envisaged 1t So the West crashed the gates of the Con
vention and nomnated 1ts own son, Abraham Lancoln, for President,
to the bewilderment and horror of Boston, New York, and all ponts
Enst, which saw m the possible President only a gaunt, coarse, unedu
cated backwood: with no qualifications wh for high office
The Eastern delegates had gone to Chicago as a matter of form 10 80
through the routne of nommating Seward They went home with
Lincoln He was as yet 2 Lincoln comparatively unknown and not yet
formed by four years of the heaviest responsibilities and decs10ns that
have ever fallen to the lot of any of our Chief Executives

Some weehs after the election, the legislature of South Carolina, 0B
December 20, 1860 passed the anticipated formal resalution of secession
unammously declaring that the umon with the Unted States of Amer
1ca was dissolved Georgia, Alabama, Flonda, Mussissippl, Lowsiand and
Texas followed 1 quick succession, and at Montgomery,
February o, 1861, Jefferson Dayis was chosen President o
formed Confederate States of Amenca 1n the convention being held
there, scarcely three weeks before Lincoln was maugurated at Washing
ton Virginia joined the Confederacy m Apnl as id Arhansas, ’1;,“‘
nessee, and North Carolina n May The roll of secession was then

complete i
Secession, as we have pointed out, bad been threatened 1r0

Alabama, o1
£ the newly

m one
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section or another 1n every decade smee the Constitution had been
adopted 1n 1787, just as husband and wife might quarrel and frequently
tell one another they cannot stand marnage any longer Life honever
SPrings from arganic growth and mot from documents and contracts
Many 2 hushand and wife thinlang mn terms of a legally breakable
ntractual relation have anahened to the fact that therr union has been
made real and unbreakable by a thousand subtle bonds and ties which
d been weaving their chain unnoticed So with secesson As 2 matter
of comstitutional interpretation 1t might or might not be legal but when
Rtwas being faced as an immeduate possibility and reality many amohe to
the fact that whatever quarels there might be a thousand subtle ties
hadmade the gn States an indissoluble naton
There was no longer any queston of a wntten Constitution We had
been quibbling over the interpretation of that for nearly three geneta
wons There was hing much more binding~a deep and p
seatiment of desotion to the Union Northern Abolinomsts might shout
unt] they dred that slavery was so foul a stain as 1o call for the breah up
of the naton Second rate poets ke Lowell might prattle about what
had not jomed together Business men mught cast up figures to
disover whether 3 national market was worth a war But when on
Apnl 13 the South Carolnrans fired on Fort Sumter and the foffowing
day the Stars and Stripes fluttered down from the masthead i surrender
A such sophustsies swere swept aw ay 1n one vast wase of emonon Ml
Yonsof Plain men and women neither poets nor fanatics por capitalists,
et and women of factory and shop and farm as well as those of burth
5d beeeding and huxurions homes suddenly realized that deep a thewe
™5 2n abstraction and 2 symbol~Union and the fag—possessed 2
;"""'"Z Power of which they had not dreamed The rules of government
ha been ambiguously lad down 1 a wntten document but & nation
“dbeen formed wn the silent hearts of ts cruzens
o Bas Union sentiment confined to the North and West The
SWuaton wag confused on both sides of the old Mason and Divens line
e swere plenty of hot heads in the South as there were i the North
M d" Welcomed secession for its own sake but many there also felt as
“d Robert E I_ce when he wrote hus son “I can contemplte no greates
alimity for the country than a dissolution of the Urion” and yet felt
¢ the sitwation baving reached the pomnt 1t had there was nothng

&
G?H(IEM:_H to do but sorrowfully to take the side of k-‘nends ?nd :euh,".‘.i

that
they
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dustrial development, had grown away from the old ‘Ine and let Ive”
of the Constitution, which now threatened the property of the South,
denounced its standards of morality, and was seemingly 1nsanely anxious
to create a umfornuty of thought and Lfe throughout the whole length
and breadth of our great land The South, 100, had loved the Stars and
Stripes It had taken more than ats full part 1n the first founding of the
nation The eatliest successful settlement had been on ats shores, not on
those of New England The man on whom the success of the Revolution
had finally depended had been a Southern slave owner, and had been
the first President In the drafting of the Constitution and the statesman
ship of the early Republic, no names had shone brghter than Jefferson,
Madison, and Marshall, all Southeners and slave owners The South
felt that # had not changed, but that the North had, and that the North
Was now trying 10 use 1ts new power of numbers and capual and m
dustriahism to coerce the South mto serving as its vassal in modes of
thought and ife The parting of the ways had been reached
There were no large cittes n the South, centres of mtellectual ferment
and influence In sprte of wealth n land and slaves, there had for long
been httle free capital There were no colleges to compare m UM ers
and opportunities than those i the North Scattered throughout the
Southern States were charming homes, where social ntercourse Was
fine art and where men and women had grace and Jearning But htdle
by httle the section had been dnfung backward in a rapidly moving
world It 15 too early yet to measure the forces of the nneteenth centry
1 terms of spmitual value, but democracy and the Tndustral Revolution
were creating a new world, 1in which we have not even yet found our
way, but 1 which slavery had become an anachromsm No practicel
way of domng without slaves in the South had been suggested and con
fronted with the ruin of s peculiar type of cvihzation, of wath the
need for defending 1t morally and intellectnally, the South had for Soms
decades been forced to spend 1ts energies on such defense, and ha(
suffered 1n consequence It had got out of touch wath the thought ©
the growing world It did not realize the strength of the forces dooming
slavery everywhere, nor of those building the sense of nationaly It
clamed the nght not to change, the nght to continue to e 1ts OWR
Iife m 1ts own way But that was precisely what the magmitude 02‘
blind forces of our modern world do ot permit Like the rest © us
mdividuals, nations, civilizations, the South was caught 1 the grP ©
forces which netther 1t nor we can understand or control "
Not realizng the force of nationalism the South hoped for 2 peaced bt
secession Thinking 1n terms of boats and O] Man Ruser,” she thoug
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the West would jomn her because of the outlet to the Gulf, not under
stnding the part that the new railways would plav Not realzing,
on the one hand, the temporanly overstocked | of the cotton
marlet in Europe, or, on the other, the strength of the sentment for
democracy and freedom among the cotton mill operatives of England,
she thought that Cotton was kang, gnd that, 1f 1t came to war, England
and the rest of Europe would have to acknowledge her sndependence
and come to her aid So, with no nd ! org: ton, with negligiby
financual resources in cash and credyt and banking msttutions, her fne
or sremillion whtes found themselses at Jast facing 1n sar nearly twenty
milhon 1n the North and West The necessity for looking bachward and
spending their whole energy n defense of the anachronism of slavery
ad d her from the stature of shose of her
8eeat peniod,~who had eagerly looked forward,~and from studying with
21 open and unbiased mund the forces which were becoming domimant
Yet she felt that she had law and nght upon her side National umty
Was 4 senument not a consttutional obhigaton and surely, she argued
o million people with 4 crvilization and deals of thes own, nhabitmg
aclearly delimuted territory, should not be coerced and held in permanent
subjection by mere wesght of numbers among their foes And so they
red on Fort Sumter and the Stars and Stnpes futtered down, hike a
wounded brd

That was n Apnl 1861 It1s not part of the plan of this boolk to retelt
in detail the oft rold story of the four years of devastaung and bloody
war that foflowed unnl on another Apnl day 1m 31865 General Robert

Lee, ablest general of the war and noblest of Southern gentlemen,

offered the surrender of hus sword and the Southern cause 10 Genesal
Ulysses s Grant, who, when a cheer began from the unn Lines, ordered
it stopped with the words, ‘The war 1s over the sebels are ot country
men again ” Thar the Soutt hope of independence and the nght
to therr own way of hfe had not been fantastic IS shown by the fact
that, cumnumbered more than three to one and incomparably mcr;
heavily outwesghed 1n resources, they defended their Rag the Stars ‘“}‘1

ars, for four years of ntense suffenng and herore effort Now that 'he
Passions of that rime have receded into the pages of hustary from the
bot hearts of thoe who suffered them, we can realize that the courage
and endurance of Southern men and women, 2nd the staipless P“";‘Y
and gentleness of the soldrer who led their hosts to wat, 3¢ among the
imperishable possessions of our common national past

It 15 probable that during the war 620 coo Amencan
ded from wounds and disease m the mybtary service 360.9%

s were kilfed ot
North
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erners and 260 coo Southerners, out of some three million who saw
service on both sides Until the recent World War 1t was the greatest
and most bloody struggle which humanity had hnown The first battle,
Bull Run, was a disgraceful rout, but before long these men and boys
on both sides, who had known nothing of war and never dreamed of
going to war, learned to stand fire as well as any seterans of Europe, and
perhaps better, for 1n many of the battles the casualnes were higher m
praportion to the numbers engaged than m any of the battles of the
Napoleontc Wars It was a eiviban’s war i a nation which had scarcely
Known war for nearly a century The recruiting svstems were bad, the
use of bounties, the evasion of service by many nch men m the North
who paid the poor to take their places, and what came to be known as
* bounty jumping, were all scandalous
But 1n an age which delights to looh at the worst instead of the best
1in human nature whenever it has the chorce, 1t 15 all too easy to overstress
the sordid stde The fact remams that a great, self govermng democracy
maintamed the war for over four years by 1ts own decree and fought 2t
to a fimsh with a dogged courage and a casualty list such as the wotld
had not before seen We shall discuss the economic aspects of these
years better in the next chapter, but may note here that the war vastly
increased the prospenty of the North and runed the South I the North
had lost, nothing would have happened except that 1t would have faled
to heep the Union together by force The South, on the other hand, w2s
Eghting for 1ts very existence, and when 1t lost, 1t was prostrate Both
sides gave much, but i the South the ghest soctal class gare all, as
that in the North did not
At the start, neither side had any professional army which amounted
to anything The only tramning school for officers West Pownt had been
w1 the North, as was also that for naval officers, at Annapohs but for
the most part the graduates followed their States when the war broke
out, the South being fortunate m gaining not only the best officer 10 the
army when Lee finally went with Virgima but such men as Beanreg2i®
Stuart, and the two Johnstons as well The less fortunate North had 0
experiment with one general after another untl the figure of Grant
gradually overshadowed all others
Even after armed conflict had begun, both sides, as always happens
expected only a short war Recrunts were enlisted in the North for unety
days However, the disastrous battle of Bull Run, Julv 21, 1861, cn;:
pletely altered opinton as to the length and magmtude of the snrmzi!hc
The next lot of volunteers were enlisted for three years Except for 10‘~
blockade of Southern ports, nothmg further of multtary umportance
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curted for neatly exght months as the armies faced each other and were
undergoing organization untsl i the beginning of 1862 Grant secured
the unconditional sursender of Fort Donelson on the Cumbertand and
prctically secured possession of Temmessee In Apnl Commodore
Farragut successfully passed New Orleans and proceeded up the Mis
sssppr which however, could not be cleared and held unul a vear
later Grant succeeded sn capturmg Vicksburg

Unlke Lee who came of a distinguished Virgima family Grant came
of complerely undistmguished small people m @ small MiddleWestern
town His real name was Hiram Ulysses and not Ulysses Simpson he
change being due to a mistake s hs enrollment at West Pont As 3
young officer 1n the Mexi~an War he had sersed well but had made an
utter failure of everything he had attempted after his resignation brom
e army n 1853 He was a hard dnnker and when he first solunteered
for the Civil War no attention was paid to hym In many wavs as 10
the entie lack of all 1nterests of a cultural sort and the cumous humta
1oms of bis nmnd 1 other respects he was a typical product of the
small town hfe of tus day espectally mn the West But he had the partic
ulartype of milytary gemus that nas called for

I the Exst although McClellan had 160 600 men m the Army of the
Potomac he seemed to be malung no progress Lee had crossed mto
Marlind and heen defeated at Antietam m Septembes 3862 but the
Dext year had becn able to get to Pennsyhama fo be defeated at
Gettysburg on the very days that Grant was besieging Vichsburg A
though Lee had been forced back there was nothing very promising 1
McClellan s or Meade s merely preventing Southern \nroads on North
Fm tetntory In March 1864 Grant was made a Lieutenant Gernersd
#d Genezal in Chyef of the Armses of the United States

' the West the Confederacy had been cut n half by the cleannd
o the Missisipps and O Man Raver” was agam rolhng along for
the Union bus whole length Grant came East and took charge of operd
1ons against Lee and Richmond General Sherman undertook the tash
o eutting the Confederacy m two mn another direction and sireng
South from Chattanooga 1n July he marched through the South passind
through Adanta and after bemg lost to the news for 2 momh at last
€0553ed 01 Savannsh n Decermber 136 In spphostion of s farnows
Phase “War g5 Hell " he had dehberately caused the wdest dcs:rucno;
Possible though the persons of cyvihan Southerners had been especte ¢

€1 15 10 need to recite the Further military MancEavies which I;

UP 10 the final scene of Southern surrender at Appomariox Guant “bn
understood the pude of the Southern officer and the stark need of the
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pnvate, stated simply that officers should retam their side arms, and
that all men who claimed a horse or mule should take 1t home to work
therr farms One’s mind reaches forward to a meeting on the Franco-
German frontier i 1918, 1 a freight car filled with distingushed
officers with stars and orders on their breasts The small town un
distingwished Hiram Grant, uncultured and untraveled, looms above
them all as a chnalrous gentleman and a magnanimous conqueror, a5
1n few words mn that httle farmhouse m 1865, 1n shabby fatigue uniform
he adds healing to the peace His enemy, General Lee, recognizes 2
fellow gentleman 1n the stocky, stubby bearded, carelessly dressed man
whose terms he has just had to sign “This wall do much to conciliate
our people,” he says, and 1t 1s all over

As a nanon we have been singularly fortunate in many ways and on
many occastons In one respect this huck or fortune, or what you will
has been very good to us m a umgque form The only two great mlitay
struggles i which we have been mtensively engaged—the War of the
Revolution and the Civil War—have left us legacies such as war rarely,
1f ever, has left to others, legacies of men so surpassingly great in charac
ter as to have become, and deservedly so, folk heroes for 2 people whose
Iistory has as yet been so bref In the Revolution, the South had gnen
us George Washington and 1n the Crvil War, the West gase us Abraham
Lincoln Usually war gies national history the mulitary hero Occasion
ally the great statesman emerges to take a permanent place 1 the memory
of hus people Americas fortune has been to recewve from our struggles
(for the World War for us was a holiday affair compared with the other
two) two men whom we think of nexther as soldiers nor as statesmer, but
as men of such sublime character as to have taken their places 2108
the highest of mankind of all times and races, and to have become €1
shoned m the hearts and hopes of all humanty

Lincoln, the man whom Fate had held in store to save the Umon,
came straight from the common people and the democracy of the West
There 15 no need to retell the thousand ume told tale of his anc:s(r)’n
Tus hard upbringing 1n a log cabwn mn durest poverty, s se]kdumnid
his early career as a lawyer and pohuician until the year when he em;m
the White House Untrained, untnied, uncouth, uncultured as zhewds
understood culture, unwanted, the homely ‘rail splitter’ and backw the
man undertook 1n humbleness of mnd the tash not only of hommpﬁ; .
nation together, but of so acting that the bonds of brotherly umon S °
be those of sympathy and understanding and trust and not ©
even though war might have to intervene fora ime 4 the plan

It had been the plain people who had given lum powef, a0 k
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people trusted hum Not so the “nch and wise” of the ofd Federalist
formufa Chardes Francis Adams, for example, who rendered inesti
mable service dunng the war as Mimister to England, and who, n the
opiruon of his son Henry, had the most perfectly balanced mund of any
of that great clan of Adamses, could read the mmds of 3 Lord John
Rasself or a Pa) but failed completely to und d or appreciate
Lincoln Like most of the others of the rich and wise, he trusted Seward
nitead, because Seward was the type of man and mimnd they were used
0 and they could not suspect that 2 man who came from backwoods
Porerty and the rough frontier had more wisdom than they all
In the weeks before and after mauguration Lancoln displayed that
mfimte paence of which he was to have such sore need mn the years
tacome Seward, whom Lincoln had made Secretary of State and who
ansdesed that, i spite of 2 whim of fortune and democracy, he himself
tould be the actual President, as m his opimon he should have been
the utular ane, handed the President 2 memorandym on Apri 1, 3863,
I which he suggested s own method of brnging disumon to an end
One shudders as one seads 1t 16 think what the hustory of our land rmghy
hare been hud the East won sm the Chicago Gonvention and bad
Seward been elected 1 Lincoln's place His 1dea was that, s the Prest
thad not yet evolved 1 policy for reunytmg the nanon that end could
be 2ccomplished by forcing an immediate declaration of war aganst
Spem and France, possibly also agmnst England and Rusua and mahing
auble m Canada, Mesco, and South Amenca! In case the President
did not consrder hnmself capable of fulfilling the duties of hs office,
eward offered to undertake them himself Lincoln replicd with great
kindness that whatever had 10 he done he must humself do The measure
Htheman began o show
In spute oF hus belief its moral 1mquity, slavery was protected by
# Constituion, was legal 1n many of the States and Lincoin con
sidered, always, that he was President of the whole United States 10
SPite of the temporary secession of some of them Moung slowly, by
hih caunon Be saved scveral of the wavering border States 10 the
220m and prev ented Further secesvion, he announced that there should
70 3ggressive move made by the Federal government that el war
35 1 the hands of the South, not s, but that secession was v
:‘E": onal and that the faws of the Unton must be enforeed by him
s pants
loWhm the finng on Fert Sumter brought wat on the nation, e hept
the 1dea that the anly abyect of the war was fo save the Union, nat 10 7

s the slatery question b force snstead of law "My pavamount object I
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mn this struggle,” he wrote 1n August 1862, ‘1s to save the Union, and
15 not exther to save or destroy slavery If I could save the Unmion without
freeing any slave, I would do 1, and of I could save 1t by freemg all the
slaves, I would do 1t, and 1f I could do 1t by freeing some and Jeaving
others alone, I would also do that What I do about slavery and the
colored race, I do because I believe 1t helps to save this Union
and what I forbear, I forbear because I do not beleve 1t would help to
save the Union 1 have here stated my purpose accordmng to my
view of official duty, and I mntend no modification of my oft-expressed
personal wish that all men everywhere, could be free’ Every act of
Lincoln was dictated by his belief in Unton, and his hope and duty of
restorng not merely a Union of force but a Union of hearts When he
£inally came to the concl that he must the slaves, 1t was
because he felt, as he smd, that ‘slavery must die that the Union rught
lise,” and when he 1ssued the Proclamation some months later after the
success at Antietam, America realized only slowly that ¢the cause of hu
man freedom was thencefornard bound up by destny with the cause
of the Union
Above all the din and stench of human musery and blundenng and
meanness, the profiteering and self seelang and angry passion and other
tls that war ever breeds, two speeches by Lincoln, imperishable pos
sessions for us when we despair of democracy, show the mannet of man
who could anse from the depth and very heart of democracy when 15
trial was sorest In the next chapter we shall have to see democracy at its
lowest and silest and 1t 1s well that we should heatten ourselves with a
glimpse of 1t at 1ts noblest and listen to how the greatest soul that
democracy has yet evolved would have us wage war and make peace
On Notember 19 1863 part of the battlefield of Gettysburg was ©©
be dedicated as a national cemetery A concourse of people gatbereds
and for two hours histened to the most pohshed orator of the tme
ward Everett, who staod for the man of culture as opposed to the m;n
of the people, the unganly President who was there merely because he
was President No one now ever reads what the polished orator spoke 3;
without any depth of feeling for the dead or living but with the (h}t:ug .
of himself and the impression he was mahing, he discoursed ont tne :’:;r
of rebellion And then Lincaln rose, and quietly spohe, gmccfub;l i
fum, as John Hay noted—spole 1n words that, now cut in mﬂfﬂze ¢
our noblest tomb may yet autlne the stone on which they are i‘]"“n s
“Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought fort doxu the
contiment @ Pew nahon concerved 1n hberty, and dedicate o
proposttion that all men are created equal Now we ar¢ engrg
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great vl war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so concenved
nd o dedicated, can long endure We are met on a great betdlefield of
that war We have come to dedicate a portion of that field as a final
festing place for those who here gave therr hves that that nation might
Ine Teys altogether Etting and proper that we shéuld do this But m a
Larger sensc T
ths grounc
consecratec R . .
will litle note, nor long remember: what we say here, but it can never
forget what they did here It 15 for us, the living, rather ta be dedicated
ee to the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far
%0 nobly advanced It 15 rather for us to be here dedicated to the great
task remainmg before us, that from these honored dead we take
“reased devotion (o that cause for which they gave the last full measure
of devonon, that we here Tughly resolve that these dead shall not have
died 1p vain, that this nation, under God, shall have a new bueth of
teedom and that government of the people, by the people, for the
People shall not perish from the earth ”

Ednard Everets Listened condescendingly to the uneducated man who
kaew only Blachstone, Shakespeare, and the Bible The trams wexe wait
18 The crowd dispersed Boston anstocracy and Western democracy
ad had theyy say The anstocrat had taken two hours, the democrat
tWommnutes and one had hecome smmortal

A year went by, and for the first me in history a great democracy
%3 ealled upon 1o elect a chief magstrate 1 the midst of 8 fe-and
hmh struggle Lincoln was again elected The following March when

¢ delivered hus second maugural, the surrender at Appomattox as
Sarcely a month away, though that could not be certam In tus address
Lincoln held out no false hopes, but always thinking of the nation, and
.Eh° Peace that was to be, he ended his brief address with the words

With malice toward none, with chanty for all, with firmness i the
580t a5 God grves us to see the night, let us strve on o finish the work
Weate m to bind up the nation s wounds, to care for hun who shall
bave borne the battle, 2nd for hus widow and his orphan—to do all whnch
74y achieve and chensh a just and lasting peace among ourselies and
with all nations »

Eatly 1n Apnl the President went to see Grant,
Dm until the day before the surrender To one who urge
avis ought to be hung, he answered, * Judge not, that ye
“2c€ was concluded on the ninth, and on the fourteent]
"Pes were run up the pole at Fort Sumter In the motming,

— » mannnt hallau

and remained with
d that Jefferson
be not judged "
b the Stars and
Linco”
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held a cabinet meeting at the White House to consider the reconstruc-
tion of the Unton There was he said, too much talk around of “perse:
cutton” and ‘bloody work * He would hang nobody As soon as certam
simple obligations had been complied with, the seceded States should
come mto the Union with all their former nghts and prvileges “We
must extinguish cur resentments 1f we expect harmony and union There
15 too much desire on the part of some of our very good frends to be
masters, to mterfere with and dictate to those States, to treat the people
not as fellow citizens there 15 too litle respect for their nghts T do not
sympathize i those feelings” He was once more in fact, as he had
always been 1n spint, President of the whole United States

In the everung he and Mrs Lincoln went to the theatre He sat1n
his box, happy and content, the long vigil ended by the side of his
broken Umion, now reumted, though with wounds which he itended
to heal All eyes were on the stage Suddenly a shot rang through the
auditorum  Lincoln fell forward, unconscrous and dymg A }mlfaa“zed
assassin, waving a knife leaped from the box to the stage, shouted “Sic
semper tyranms, and fled through the stage door to a wating horse
The President was carried to a near by house, Jard on a bed and without
Tegaining consciousness but with a look of perfect peace and rest on bis
wormn features, passed away 1n the early mornmng

The war was won the Union was preserved but peace an
Eonesty and brotherly landness had fled with Lincoln s soul

d love and
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];I“E Civil War wag 2 Ision so great as bly to exert p
:r:“s 90 the national 1 fe Before considening these we must tumn for
et to the effects on our international relations
* W25 quite obvious that the mse of a great self-goverming nation
e New World dunng the previous three quarters of a century could
an:: been hardly pleasing to say the least to the govern ng classes of
the ocratie and monarchial Europe England was not yet the democracy
¢ she bas since become and Republ can France had returned to im
Penal forms under the third Napoleon From the day of our natonal
oth both nations had treated us wath scant respect We had earned
;Omc by having at last turned agan t one of them and fought 1n 1812
Ut both continued to accord us as 1tdle as possible Our diplomate
elations vy, England were frequently stramed particularly when the
hagger ng Palmerston was 1n office and we nearly went to war with
30Ce 1 Jackson's tme In sp te of Wash ngtons Farewell Address
bowever e cont nued to be gmded by sentument and to magn fy
Englang sunfnendliness and to mntmize or 1gnore that of France
The tde of democracy was nsing everywhere and the general rev
utonary movements 10 Europe 1 1848 had sent shrers down the
SP e of the upper and rul ng classes The lowner classes looked to
Amenca as an example and a yefuge and the upper as a portent and 2
danger It the United States should spl ¢ 1n two and the expenment of
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self government thus proved to be at least a parnial failure, the results
would be useful to the European upper classes, and there 1s no use deny
g that they were anvious for the success of the South Unfortunately
such hberals among them as might have been on the side of American
union were to a great extent alienated by the policy which Lincoln had
to pursue with regard to slavery At first 1t was thought that our war
was one for freedom, but when Lincoln announced that 1t was solely for
union, opinion turned agamst us Many foreign Liberals honestly felt
that 1f the war were not to free the stave but merely to coerce a population
of five millions to live 1n a Union which they did not desire, there was
no moral 1ssue at stake, and that the North was waging merely the same
sort of impenalistic war as had been waged over and over in history
Moreover, 1t was thought that the North could not win, and that, if she
did, she could never hold the population of the South in subjecton
without mahing a farce of free government The Emancipation Proc
lamation cid much to remedy thus error, but throughout the war, speahing
broadly, English upper-class oprmon was strongly agamst the North, and
working class opmion stron: gly forat
On the whole, howerer, the English government stself steered 2
neutral and correct course 1 1ts official acts, and the letung loose from
English shipyards of several successive commerce destroyers bought by
the Confederate government was not so much an act of malice as of
contradictory and 1ll drawn laws, and of official stuprdity When the
claums for the damage wnflicted by them were at last arbitrated 1 1872
America was awarded $15,500,000 The effect, however, of the depre-
datrons of these vessels and of the hostile opmtons of English soethy
which was much more vocal than was the workmg class, was deeply
sesented n our North, and did much to strengthen the feehng that
England was, always had been, and always would be, our mveterate foe
We had been made wuntable for many decades under the gabes of pro-
vincial English minds, such as that of Sydney Smuth, who m a sneenng
article had ashed 1n 1820, Who ever reads an American book?’ By the
end of the war, we had added a number of classics to Englsh itert
ture,~Emerson's Essays Hawthornes Scarlet Letter, Melville's Moby
Dick, and Lancolns Gettysburg Address,~but the Englshmen of lf;:
day were unable to recogmize anything except force as a foundation "
respect, and the success of the war opened their eyes for the first ;ﬂ;
to the fact that a first-class power was ansing i Amenca The worl f
iternational telations has always been a world as ruthless and deb“"
of sentimental attachments as 1s the competitrve wotld of modern b:S‘a
ness We had somehow, mn spite of Washington, expected 1t 10
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world of friendhiness and sympathy, and always suffered a double re-
sentment when specific instances proved that 5t was not We expected
more from Epgland than from other nations on account of our cugin
and the many common ues, but, on the other hand, there was the steady
smolderng anger from old days, hept alive by our school oratory, populas
hustones, politicrans who catered to both antn Batish Amencans and the
Insh sote, and by poers like Lowell The Gt War thus ended with
some increase of respect for us in England, and an added bytterness m
our feeling aganst her

With France the case was different The French government unlike
the English, was officially hostile toward us and had 1t not been for the
festriming power of England, Napoleon would have cpenlv backed
the South As 1t was, he did use the chance of our desperate struggle to
myade Mexico and establish an empire there with Maximubian as suler,
2 far mare overt act of contempt and hosulity than any indulged i by
England But the old tradution that France wes somehow always our
fend Ied to glossing over such hostile acts and to 3 quich fargatting
of them afterward

In one respect, some of the Englsh thinkers fniendly 1o us wese
nght A war to mamtamn the Union by force of ams only could not
fail to have profound effect on our theory of liberty How were W 10
zeconcile the wse of force to bind to us & population of fve mibion
whites and aver three million blacks with aur Declarauan 1 1776 d‘?lt
governments denve “therr yust powers from the consent of the guvet;:c
that, whenever any form of government becomes destructive of e;e
ends 1t 15 the right of the people to alter or to abohish 1t 3 In the sm;i e
agranan colomes of a century earher, 1t had been easy t¢ dEc]SdiE, w!har:
we were revolung agamst smpenal power, that 1t Was se!kvxacmd -
among the “inalicnable nights” wath which the Creator Bed en I:v:c‘ ot
men were those of “hfe, iberty and the pursuit of bapriness, with
became of this docteine of *natural nghts” when we werd Walcmg nder
fire, sword, and bullets a full quarter of our white muzensflbhe“\ e: his?
a government which they had decided was destructive oF 4 h\; “g“ 1

There rmght have been some offset had we entered upc;n ;12 1ghts
Free the three myllion slaves and bestow the E“Pymm‘d“in‘mbs;c :mm\
upon them but that purpose was Gistanctly disavos od, 3‘" . v.x\'c of natural
was the only cause officially declared for the war T‘n; ot “h ndustnal
nights had already been breahing down. pucalacly 0 ‘qe x of fabor
North It 55 an exiremely mconvemuent on¢ for l“edcmb l\;athme It
who wants to Leep wages lon and to contrsh the 1 “s‘r;ac North, with
was a Jeffersoman and not a Hamiltontan Joctrine, and th .

Fd
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its banks, tanffs, and manufactuning, had become a Hamiltoman State
The conflict between the old Amencanism and modern industrralism
had already become apparent in that section There had always been
some confusion of thought m our effort to nde simultaneously the
two horses of Jefferson and Hamilton The mcreasing industnahzation
of Amexnican society was steadily to mcrease that confusion mn the fu
ture That industrialization was gren a tremendous impetus by the war,
which at the same ume dealt a staggenng blow to the old Amerncan
theory of natural nights and goyvemment by consent of the governed The
blow was dealt by the theory of the war, and was succeeded by another
senies m the decade which followed the peace, as we shall see They were
1o leave us with an emotional attachment to the old Amencan doctnne,
but, when faced by the complex problems of highly orgamzed mdustn
alism, wath no solid intellectual foundation for our theory of govern
ment and its functions
Dunng the war the prospenty of the North and West greatly m
«creased At the beginning there was a serous cnsis The South owed the
North about $300 000 0oo, which was, of course, a total loss Many
banhs, particularly 1n the West, were unable to redeem therr notes and
m 1861 came the general suspension of specie payments But once past
this period, various causes combined to bnng about a great expansion of
business In companson with the population, a much smaller proportion
of Northern and Western men were 1n active military service than %3S
the case 1n the South, and immigration went far to make good those
losses Although the number of foreigners amving dropped somew hat
a total of about 800 000 came m during the five years, about 80 000 of
whom went straight through to the West In the two years 1863
1865, nearly 2 500,000 actes of farm land m that section were M8
up under the Homestead Act of 1862, which provided that 160 aces
could be had free by any ntending settler The war atself called for
huge supplies of all soxts,~shoes, clothing, munitions, 2nd 50 o0 —and
manufacturing and the mvention of new machmery gamed a great
mpetus Agnculture was also exceedingly prosperous, owing i part kd
the fact that i 1860, 1861 and 1862 the harvests of England wete
almost total failures and those of Europe were small generally Our ex
ports of wheat from the North jumped from 20,000,000 bushels a yea;
to 60,000,000 Two other bits of luck favored the North and West 0
was struch 1n Pennsyhania m 1859, and by 1864 fabulous ncomes “'l:
being made from 1t In the same year that ol was found mn the East, t "
famous Comstock Lode was located in Nevada, which was to bf“"'l‘:e
one of the nchest mines 1 the world and yzelded $52,000,000 while
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war was on, to which may be added about $22,000,000 found 1 Colo
rado The great growth 1n agriculture m the West permutted that section
10 replace the South as the best customer of the East, and the ratlroads
shared n the general prospenty. Ene stoch, for example, rose from 17 t0
126% and paid § per cent dividends, Hudson Rus er from 36%4 to 164 and
paid g per cent Cities grew rapudly Everywhere there was a “boom,”
although labor did not fare as well as capitabists and speculators There
was scarcely any fighting on Northern soil, and almost no damage from
that source, Unfortunately, on Lee's dash nto Pennsylvama, the wwon
warks of 2 man whose one 1dea had been to get nch as quekly as
Possible were destroyed They belonged to Thaddeus Stevens, perhaps
the most despicable, malevolent, and morally deformed character who
Sever nsen to high power in America
When we turn from the North and West, with thexr prospents, thexr
Fortunes 1 o1l and gold and silver, m manufactures and railtroads, their
sling fields and rapidly growing cities, to looh at the South dunng the
War, we find a picture so different, so unutterably sad, that an American
would gladly turn his eyes away There had been no immugration, and
of the five mullion whites about one million had served i the By
The war had been fought on Southern sorl, and 1t had been the policy of
“the Northern generals to cause as widespread destruction &s possible It
%as boasted that, where Sherman had passed, agneulture could mot
Tevve for 2 generation Everywhere there were ruined cities and towns
04 great extent, railways had been destroyed of rendered useless For
Four years, agamst overwhelming odds, the Southerners had Fought the\;
£ght, and yielded only when every resource was gone A large pact Od
the e stock had disappeared Georgra and Lowssiana, for example, h“h
95t ull half of ther horses and mules Everythung was lacking 0
“hich 19 begin agan Not untrl 1880 did the farm acreage of Alab;n;:
equal that of 1860 At the end of the war good Jand, when it coul
14, brought only a sixth or a fifth of its pre-war prce 1In seven SK;‘CS»
the value of Jand dropped $t,g00,000,000 between 1860 and 1779
With the Confederate debt and currency worthless, every sin
::dkmm“n“ company was bankrupt It was estmate
nk capital was $1,000,000,000 By the emancipation
snother 52v°°°:°°<fooa was, Eomplete)iy wiped out The Southernet “:i
et wath s depreciated land, without labor, and without mt]mgm
Stedit wnth which to hure 1t. At the end of 1865, 1t 3s said that 12 Al a"hcm»
org1a, and Mussissippr alone there were a half mllion whites %
means of subsistence

h
Planters who had been wealthy before the war began to follow the
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mule or ox 1n the furrow and to do their own ploughing of a few acres
The soung men—w here there were any left—and the boys were so sorely
needed for manual worh to keep life in bodues that educatron had to be
partly abandoned The negro, utterly unfit for such a sudden change,
did not know how to make his own hving Even had the South been
treated, as Lincoln would have had her, with brotherly kindness, ot
even with mere decency, 1t would have taken her a generation to re-
cover. As we shall see, she was not <o treated, and we have now to enter
upon the most shameful decade m our entire national hustory, and to
record a moral collapse without precedent and, let us hope, without
successor It occurred under the presidency of Johnson and the two
terms of Grant
The centre of infection was the North, which had felt the foll force
of the Industrial Revolution, and m which we hae already noted the
partial brealdown in the morality of the business man The evil tend
enctes inherent 1n the situation had been markedly reenforced by the
slackness of moral fibre which war always breeds 1 do not mean that
the whole body of the people had become corrupt or even that there
were not outstanding examples of probity and saruty among some of the
larger business men, but the moral confusion of the preceding decades,
which I have previously tried to analyze, had prepared the soul for the
rapid growth of the rankest weeds which war could nurture Such ger
eral demoralization as ensued could not have been possible had the heart
of public opinion been sound There has also never been any cthet
period 1n which sectionalism was so clearly marhed as 1t was in this one,
between the mdustnial North, the agncaltural West, and the prostate
South, 50 we will consider the secttons separately, though somewhat 2t
the expense of chronological erder ol
Although bustness of every sort was booming after the war, the Pe
was fundamentally that of railway buwilding To the 35,000 n
operation m 1865 about 122 ooo were added by 1887 These l““he; ! .
cluded the great transcontmental imes as well as nnumersble e
ones The first of the former-—one of the greatest cpEIneErS ffa’::‘
yet attempted by man at that time—was begun ever dunng the :;afr‘om
1864, and one portion, the Union Pacific, was built westwar o
Omaha while the other section, the Central Pacific: was being “\'qs
eastward from Sacramento The labor employed on the mm“fm: e
mostly Insh and that on the western, Chinese, strbingly 13ptfyr8 he
meetmg of the two worlds on Amencan soil On May 19 If Ogden,
two construction lines met at a pornt about fifty mules “eszlt: United
Utah, and the telegraph clicked the news f0 the world that the

yiles 1t
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States was spanned from ocean to ocean, bound together by 1ron bands
of commumcanion and the overhead wices that made the transit of news
jasuntaneous  As other lines followed, the Northem Pacific, Great
Nortbern, and the tens of thousands of mules of short lines i all sections
of the country, 1t was evident that the Amencan people, numbering 38,
990,000 10 1870, 50,000,800 n 1880, and 63,000,000, m 1890, had
entered upon a new phase. This vast population, occupyng an area of
V€13 000,000 square miles of conhguous terntory, without tanff barners,
éllking under one gos ernment, eas;ly aforded the greatest opportumnes
m the world for exploiting a domestic market of unprecedented size
and for the grow th of vast aggregations of captal 1n the form of corporate
enterprise

The building of such a colossal network of rail lines sumulated the
Most varied sorts of husiness, much as did the nse of the mator ndustty
m the next century, only upon a much larger scale We hastened, as
Vealass have, to serze as quickly as possible exery chance to share in
the sudden devel, The whole snucture of the nauon
s being transformed with amazing rapidity, and the prizes were colos
sally great People began to talk casually about millions who before the
war had thought only m thousands

Ur progress has neser been consenantve and orderly The great

Penods of rapid adsance between our crises of depression have more
resembled the rough-and sumble of gigantic gold rushes Men, Jooking
oy at prizes and results for themselves personally, bate not often
SoPped to consder mathods and influences Four of the great Westert
Takoads were built wath government aid, both m cash and » land
8rants, and in 4 few years the goyernment gave to these private corpora
“‘3‘“ approximately 130,000,000 acres, or a domain greater than thee

= Englands Not content with even this loot the promaters watered

¢ stock of the roads upon a gigantic scale, and made profits from ;lhc
Senstruction companies which were orgamuzed by the insiders 50 4 hﬂt
therr profies mught be secure before the nshs were passed on 1o the
Ie"mhly speculating and gullible public The Union Paaific, for ex
¥Mple, appears 1o have been built entirely at the expense of the s°;::
eat and the firsy mortgage bondholders, the total cost haviag been
220Ut $50,000,000, whereas the promoters got about S:S-W"-"?
‘hmuSh a subsidiary corporation, the Credit Mobiber Qne of the lex
8 figures 1n the road was Oakes Ames, member of Congress fw;_n

essachusetts, who dustrubured shares m this hudle gold mune ofdeh‘
# ather members of Congress and public men, “where they \\1H“ od 1 c:
0%t good to us,* on the prineiple, as be wrote, that it would “mndu
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men to look after thesr own property When, a few years later, the
scandal was aired, the reputation of even such men as James A Garfield
was smurched, and the extraordinary part was that none of them appeared
to consider that they had been engaged mn any unethical pracrices
Qur Mimster to England left a lasting reputation of a sort behind hun
at the Court of St Jamess by nsing tus offimal position to marhet the
sale of stoch 1n 2 worehless gold mine to aitizens of the mation to which be
was accredited
Everywhere there was close allance between corrupt financiers and
corrupt public officrals The Amenican business man—which meant, speak
g broadly, almost the entire electorate of the prosperons classes—had,
as we have seen, adopted the plan of allowing his governments munic-
1pal and State, to be run by hired men m the form of politicians so as 10
leate humself free ta pursue more lucratve callmgs However, n a world
getnng rich quickly, the hired men wanted “theus” alsa Bribery and
corruption beeame general It was the pertod of the notonous “Tweed
Bing m New York The Ring, under the head of Bess Tweed, came
1nto full power mn the election of 1868, and by the autumn of 1871 had
carred off Joot from the city treasury to an amount vatiously estunated
from $45,000 000 10 $200,000 ooo The scale and openness of the steal
g were beyond belief A courthouse which was planned to cost, com
plete, $250 000 cost the aitv over $8 ooo,c00 without bemg finshed
The conditions were generally known, yet such men as John Jacob
Astor, Moses Taylor, and Marshall O Roberts, after a cursory exanuna
tion of the city s books, lasting six hours, stated that the city administ
fion was in order
In November 1871 the Guardian Savings Bank, of which Wiluam
M Tweed was prendent faded 1n New York City, soon followed by
the Bowlng Green, National, and Market Savings Banbs, alt of w};::g
were closely affiliated with the local pohitical nng One of them .
been specially designated by the immigration apthonties as bem[gl 1}:
suable for nesly arrved immigrants to depostt their money in, an .
fastures created mach scandal Only $2 coo,c00 was smvolved, but r:i
months went by and the scandal grew, the poorer classes moreaa "
more lost conhdence 1n alt the aity’s savings mstiutions and wuhd;‘t‘o
an amount 1 by the Co [ and Fr { Chron
have been aver $20 aao,000
The story of jJay Gould, Damiel Drew and Commodore Vandglb:}:
has become a malodorous classic m Amercan business and we ne® :\u
dwell on the detals In the fight between Vandeshlt and the o!};sr vt
for stock market profits and the control of rartroads, Drew, Goulds
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Fisk prnted $10,000,000 of bogus Ente certificates of stock, broke the
Prce, and fed to New Jersey The fight was transferred to the legislanure
#t Albany, where Gould bought the members (Senators gettmg $15,
9% each for therr votes) and had the sssue legalized One State Senator
took $75 000 from Vanderbilt, then $100,000 from Gould and voted for
the latter I, 1868, Gould and Fusk started printing agam, and, without
ensulung the Board of Directors, ponted about $20,000 000 1n certif
1cates, whch they s0ld for about $10,000,000 They deposited this
$um and about $5,000,000 more 1 banks 1n New York, and then sud
denly called for the entire amount m “greenbacks, or the legal tender
Pper money To save ther teserves, the banks had to call loans m a
frezy, and the stock marhet crashed, while Gould and Fish bought back
the stock they had previously sold By this ume the ipvestors m Ene
had. nothing but a cast-off snake’s slun for their money

e financial svstem of the nation had not yet gone back to a gold
5295, bt gold had to be used an certan fnancial transactions especially
fntermanonal trade There was thus a marhet 1 the metal which com
manded Premium above paper money The sear after the last coup,
Gould and Fusl, determned to bnng about a mational ensis and reap
another fortune by comenng gold For this 1t was necessary to make
sure that the Secretary of the Treasury m Washington would not sell
8ovemment gold and break the corer Gould thought this had been
2ccomphished By September 24, 1860, he had forced gold up to 162 and
PAne reigned throughout the country On that day, which has ever
since been known 1n our hustory as “Black Fndav  hundreds of mnocent
SOmmereia) firms went bankrupt and as a later Congressianal Commit.
feestated, the busiess of the whole country was paralyzed for weeks
d the “foundations of busmess motality” shaken The corner was
broken by the sale of $4 coopon gold by the Treasury, but the slmy
trad leg pertlously close to President Grant himself Gould who owned
tam judges, including the notorous Bamard, saved hmself by T;
Pidiation of contracts To put 1t mildly, Grant was, as has been sa
Panfully blune 1n s ethucal perceptions ” and although 1t 15 ah‘nus;
fertan he did poy personally conspire with Gould, his sheltenng o
malfeasance 1n office of some of his Tugher officials on various occasions
belped 1o debauch the public morale The better sort of business (::n
WEIe causuc m their comments on such doings as we have noted 2 b .
and alf to, many others which were nfe throughout the nation, but
seemed helpless before the pirates and cutthroats of hugh finance et

e magmitude of our resources on the one hnd, and of the n::; Cr
% Be exploited on the other, began to usher n our new period of
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consolidations and the nise of corporatnions Railnays began to be merged,
and dominating figures to appear n certam mdustnes, such as meat
packing m the West and ol in the East To a considerable extent, 2s m
the case of Rochefeller and the Standard O, the railways were used,
by means of rebates and special favors of one sort and another, to wipe
out smaller competttors and to build up the power of the new oll, col,
or meat ‘barons,” and others, of our modern Amenca In 1879 the
Rockefeller group had orgamized a new form of control to replace the
“pools” which had been declared 1llegal n the courts Stockholders m
corporations were invited to transfer their certificates to “trustees,” sur
rendening their voting power in the individual companies and recesvng
a participating certificate 1n the ‘trust,” 2 majonty of the new shares
being held, m the case of Standard Oil, by four of the ‘ trustees” Withm
three years these were 1n control of between go and 95 Pper cent of
the refining capacity of the nation This was soon followed by the sugsr
‘trust” and others, but 1t was not until about 18go that public opposition
became strongly aroused We shall discuss the mfluences of the trsst
problem n later chapters

Amgd all this frenzied prospenty,” labor had not fared well The
mflation of prices due to paper money and the war, had raised wages i
terms of money, but although by 1866 wages were about 6o per cent
above those of 1860 the workmen were not as well off, the mse i
commodity prices having been about go per cent, and 1 rents yet greater
The pamc which swept the country m 1873 added to their distress
Eighty nine railroads went into the hands of receivers and the bulding ©
new mileage was largely suspended, throwing a half millon Iabgrers
out of work Nearly three hundred of our approsimately seven hundre:
1ron and steel plants closed down Five thousand commercial houses
falled in 1873 5830 1 1874 7740 1n 1875, goga m 1876, almost 9999
11 1877, and 10 47810 18,8

While consolidations and trusts were comng 1nto bemg,
foundations for stupendous fortunes and almost unbmited pow a
the lives and fortunes of the worhing people, wages were steadly b;m,,
forced down, and the industrial communities were “a weary and 20 :;5
mass of unemployed In 1877, the first important railway strhe ‘0
country eccurred on the Balimore and Ohio at Martnsburgh owing .
a 10 per cent reduction in wages and was suppressed by Federal ook
after the mibitia had jomned the stkers Shortly after, Federal tmopsmy
to be sent to Cumberland, and at Puttsburgh stnkers destroy i‘d Pm:] Les
of the Pennsylvama Railroad valued at $3 500 oo None of these : e
were called by unions, but this perod saw the nse of untons among

laying the
er over
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workirg people as 1t did of trusts among the captalists The problems of
a0 industnshzed Amenca were obviously ansmg The Hamltonnn
Statesas coming of age

“We must extinguish our resentments 3f we would expect harmony
and umon,” Lincoln had sud on the fast mormng of his Ufe It
probable ¢hat he fully realized the strength of the forces of corruption
;nd fanaticism and bittemess 1 the North which he would somehow
e to control 1f his hope of a nation wnted m heart and watb 2
miumum of rancor wete to find Fulfliment A conspiracy of 3 handful,
Ied by & half madman, had destroyed the one man who stood betweer
bis country and the powers of evil, and had plunged us all nto 3 sea of
nfamy and mysery Looking forward to the eventusal reestabhishment of
the Union with a mummum of fucton and sll feelng Lincoln had
wisely, through many constitutional and \nternationa) dffieudues, beld
0 the theory that the seceded Stares could not be, and had not been
ott of the Union that was a nal mpossibibity and
hat they were merely temporanly out of normal relation As soon as The
#ax was over, he had mtended, i the simplest and easiest way possible,
:J’J{f“‘tabhslx the old relations, and allow every State to fancnon s

3

Unfortunately there were forces in the Noxth which would not pet
it of ths, once Lincoln had gone These forces were of various sotts
Thete was, for one, the fierce fanancism that had always been ready to
Break out 1n the North from Puntan days and which had been fansed
© ferce flame by the Abolttomists They had pamted the Southern
slave oymer ag a devi mcarnate and had created a deep baged of the
Soutls There were alsa the stay at homes business [meft olageiass, avd
others, who, having tahen good care never t& nish thew preciotts Tves
febung made up for their yecord in the war, or Jack of it, by vituperatte

atred afterward Thys always occurs after €ve
tends to hate the enemy or covers bim with obloguy so deegly 2% does
the map or woman who never met hum 1 ¥ bt There wis alsa the
Rel’“bl“an party man who realrzed that as Jong as the Southern Smt:s
were Lept oug of full relston to the Umen, and m 5“!‘3€ctl(")"l!'l1E
Republyean Party would have complete dommation of the nation ;
Democrats could pot wim without South and West and of the Sg;
were stenlized politically by being allowed 1o send no menr:be;s lr: ‘ d?e
gress, or to send only Republican mernbers by maprpulation !
elections the Republicans had nofhing ¥ e whaterer lhc{‘?g nate

cte were also those who clearly 33w that 1f Cenross could dom
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the South, mstead of reestablishing her, there would be fat pichings and
mnumerable political offices for Northerners
All these and other factors combned to defeat the dead President’s
hopes of a reumited country His successor, Andrew Johnson, had eng
mally been a Democrat, but had been the leading loyal Tennessean
when that State seceded, and had been placed on the ticket with Lincoln
to win favor in the border States From the lowlest of begmnings,
unable to wnte untl after his marnage, having been left i earhest
childhood wathout a father but with a mother to support, he had nisen
manfully and had carved out an honorable career for humself When
Lincoln’s made him P; , Johnson was not 2 Lincoln,
but he was an honest man who, when the first few days had elapsed
after the office was so unexpectedly thrust upon him, tred to carry out
Lincoln’s policy for the South and a reumited nation
Two men of derable ¢ porary 1mp e had already, be-
fore Lincolns death, given the Leynote to the policies which the Re-
publicans were to follow—Thaddens Stevens, the vindicuve fanatic
born 1 Vermont whose ironworks in Pennsyhania had been burned by
the Confederates, member of the Jower House of Congress, and Charles
Sumner, Senator from Massachusetts Sumner had clamed that seces
sion had deprived the South of every nght under the Constitution: and
that 1t lay absolutely at the mercy of Congress, which was another way of
naming the Republican Party Stevens had declared that Congress musl:
treat the Southern States as “conguered provinces, and settle them Wit
new men, and dnve the present exiles as rebels from this cmmtli’1
Under such leadership, Congress undertook the task of punishing the
South, making places and spotls for 1ts henchmen, and ensurog for a
generation the national dommation of the Republicans The \mdlcgtt
ness of Stevens and the fanaticism and egatism of Sumner combmeT l::
despoil the nation of that peace which Lincoln would have brought be
electorate gave them all tooready backing For the next decade tce
South lved under a military despotism from which almost every t
of self-government was obliterated hose
In only six of the Northern or Western States dud the negroes % ;x
numbers there were small possess the franchrse, and in 1865 Connectt do:
Minnesota, and Wisconsin voted agamst granting it 1t therr 0“:: e
mamns The next year Congress, as part of its plan to RtP“bl’“n;lm aly
South, drafted the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution, o
reducing the basis of representation m Congress of such Srn!es’ "
not allow the negro to vote This was adopted two years fi"ti“hw,
Fifteenth Amendment, adapted in 1876, forably enfranchised,
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i’: ;55:1;1::1 prepazuun, the slaves, who formed about 7o per cent of
s :h‘e’as: ton Just as both poliical parties m the North had
e migrant voters and led them to the polls m shoals,
s thern black was now to be debauched
S Lﬁ’ i:(?; E‘mi& passed the Reconstruction Act, which divided the
o ve districts to be admimstered by Generals of the Federal
G ;;runded for the holding of elections, 1n which the ex-slmes
gy e or delegates to constitutional comsentions shuch should
i t}lltul;:ons providing for negro suffrage These had to be sub-
—gto eb lacks as well as the whites for adoption Until these
o hns dx:d been drafted, approved by Congress and the Four
. by " ;n ent adopted, the Southern States were to continue to be
et '@ ammy under supervision of Congress Johnson vetoed the
S Was passed over lus veto, and when he had proved hamnself
Py 5 'y 4 defender of the Federal Constirution and of Lincolns
e;l’ gainst the radicals 1n Congress, that body undertook to disgrace
o ation and jtself by impeaching hun on a trumpery charge The
Peachment under the Jead of Stevens broke down but Congress
€ontinued yts yag course
&‘Iﬂ the South, conditions developed as might have been expected A
_ca‘gxacefu) horde of office and sponls seehers Erom the North, known as
. pethaggers,” swarmed over 1t Combyning with the uffraff of South
™ whites, known as sealawags  and the utterly ignorant negroes, they
a;’amed barties, elected the legislatures and stole with the complete
© ;‘d“h of Boss Tweed and hus gang m New York The taxes cose
orn 0ld and ffteenfold, and debts were created not for smprovements
, other leguimate pusposes, but to hne the pockets of these poluscal
Shysters Rhodes, wha made as good a case as he could for the Nogth
fotes for example, that 1n four years of Republican rule i Loussiana
@ State tax rose 400 per cent and the State debt from $14,00a 900 post
<2rto an indetenmnate amount estim ated anywhiese from S24 000 030 to
39,900,000 post Republican OF the $22 000 ono debt of the aty of
“w Otleans $1 coo con had been 1ssued 2t 35 cents on the doljar
One estate 1 that city which even atier the war, in 1867, was bringing 1n
$70 000 income, could not be rented five years later for enough to pay
faxes, nsurance, and repairs
cenes s the Jegislative halls of all the States would hate been faugh
RO iy *nT T — muchers, and blacks
1 about, smohing and
‘There is no parallel

10r the gtuanon n the history of modem wwilized nations, and 1t 1s
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almost incredible thar 1t cccurred within our own country No avilized
victor was ever more ungenerous ‘The war had left the South prostrate,
Reconstruction left st maddened
Luttle by little however, the South began to pick stself up The new
and the Fo h A d were ranfied, and ane by
one, from Tennessee 1n 1866 to Visgiua 1n 1870, the Southern States
again becamne members of the Union
The negro was held m check by the Ku Klux Klan and rerronstic
methods temporanly Gradually the lsbar problem had been adjusted
and vartous ways of emploving the former slaves devised and set m
mation The section still remamed a single-crop one, but cotton was
sgain, by darge yields and good prices, set up as king The old plantet
anstocracy was dethroned, but the “poor whites” became more prosper
ous In the lower South, the number of farms doubled between 1860
and 1880, showing the extent of the sacial revolution which had tahen
place Within this perrod there was little of that industnal development
which later occurred, but the statistics show steady improvement
Stanstics, hawever, do not tell much about civihzation m manv of 18
aspects For a generauon before the war, as we have noted, the South
had come to have less and less intelfectual and beneficent infuence o8
our national statesmanship, oweng to her having had to devote herself t0
the task of defending her type of culture, which had become an inac}mr
msm Then came the war and after that, Reconstruction and Tts fong
horror If, later, the South was to become solidly Democratic m 1ts party
allegiance (the blach Republican vote ceasing to count), 1t wds 45 httle
wonder as that, unfortunately, she could not for a ime give to that pamfr
the wise Jeaderstup that she had gnen ta the country 1n the early days o
our hustory It would obviously take a long tume, through suﬁem;g
poverty, war, social revolution, and the nse of new classes from tl ?
battom, to replace the South in euy posinon of mtellectual and cu]zumd
leadership Any group or party conscious of unopposed powet Js bout .
to degenerate. The Republican Party, only a decade old, had been P“s
to the test and completely fajled It was essennally the party of tar e
and the ndustrial mterests—that 1s, of the North Two Pﬂ“‘e; ';E
essential, and 1t was 2 national misfortune that both the South 3!\‘ tm
West, our agranan sections, each from 1ts own causes, were unabl Ean i
the next cusis to produce the statesmanshup that was called for MDM) i\
more the Republican Party was to become the party of wealth, pﬂ;ﬂ:ﬂ:‘
education, and power, whereas, lackmg these things, the Democsa® rtyﬂ’
represented fenuine gnevances and matters of the decpest 1P
national Life and the Amenican dream
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exm’rhegwESt had been growing rapidly dunng the war, the stream of
peafgm ‘;:m m;nunumg steadily during the struggle With the return of
out of’ the;:’ den‘m"“mmg agam of foreign immigration, the mustering
won 1 d: l\lge Northern army, and the hard times after 1873, popula
Vall ; Western States and cities multiphed fast Germans n the
beg;y :" ]Scandmav:ans 1 the Northern States, such as Minnesota,
So quxc;]a rd“ the hitherto sohd Anglo-Saxon character of the people
of the 1, y did the whole section develop that Nebraska, although one
g “;f populated Terntonies, having only about 25,000 2t the be
a fg of the war, could boast not long after of that number in the one
"y of Omaha alone By 1870, Missourt had become the fifth State 1
f:]z‘ila_l'{zﬂ of the entire Union, and St Lows third i size of all our
on ea 18 Inctease was hastened by the opening of great tracts of land
recelv:}:i ;emls Under the Mornll Act of Congress all the States had
of estab, om the public domam grants of land to be sold for the purpose
acres £ ishing agncultural and mechamc colleges on the basis of 30 oco
acres %,uch Congressman, New York thus recetving nearly a million
which hexe were also the 130,000 oco acres granted to the railroads,
read they tned to sell and settle as rapidly as possible, both to get the
fmyfmh and to build up traffic Lastly the Homestead Act granting
arms to settlers, accounted for nearly Gfty thousand new farms
““hmafewkars
zheu ntil the end of the war however, there were but few scttlers on
th 8teat plains, the ‘ Amencan Desert having baffled the proneers In
© elmost wrecless waste, carpeted with bunch grass swept by hot and
Parching winds 1n summer and by blizzards in winter where long peniods
of lilling drought were punctuated by almost more dreaded torrential
ms which flooded dry river beds and lowlands 1t scemed a5 though
there could never be anything to allure permanent white settlement
e Indians and herds of bison numbermg millions swept otet it and
the lang hungry farmer could see na good 1n 1t Some persisted 1n tryng
and by 1867 Abilene m Kansas, was a far flung post of those who
Wanted to establish an agucultural community but the scttlers, dis
©ouraged, yust managed to hold on without getting ahead Two railroads,
Owever, had crossed the plains from east to west on their way to the
©03st, and provided a way to marhet for anything which could be raised
1 the Desert One of these had first been completed as far a3 Abilene,
ut there were no crops 1n Abilene to be shipped, hardly enough to keep
the settlement tself alive
¥ was 4 harsh, detenorating Life on the pluns o those days, as it
ad been on fronter after frontier, and there 15 no use i idealinng
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1t Everything was restless and uncertain No one knew whether a town
would fail or succeed There was nothing beaunful 1n the mud and
dust of the Main Street with 1ts unpainted ugly buildings Women who
came from better homes in the East to pioneer with restless husbands
found the life so hard that they would perforce grow slack and drab and
careless The hard water made washing almost impossible In the long
dry months of dust and funous winds, the dust was everywhere [t stung
the eyes when you walked, seeped through windows and covered furnt
ture an hour after 1t was dusted, got into hair and stayed there, with only
scant water to wash 1t out Women who, as Stuart Henry, an early
pioneer, tells us, would wash the windows regularly m their 0ld homes
gotinto the way of leaving them for six months ata ime

No one will ever know what the women of all our successive fx’onnexs

and physical work Therr courage and loyalty were beyond praise and
their comparative scaraity had two 1mpaortant consequences One wzs
that their legal status gradually improved with regard to thexr nghts of
property, and the other was that they came to possess extraordinary
freedom In the larger frontier towns, parpcularly such as attracted men
with money as mmers or cowmen prostitutes appeared naturally and
there was alnays a somewhat slack morality among the lower sort of
frontier foil But a woman was always presumed to be vistuous 1o the
sexual sense, and 1f she cared to remam so —as, after all, most did ~she
was absolutely safe both n fact and n reputation The conditions of
frontier life often compelled a man to be away from home and perhaps
take refuge for the mght n another house where the man »as also
absent For the sake of protection of each mans own wife, @ sort ©
unwritten law came to be universally and absolutely observed No man
would think of approaching an honest woman, and so ngidly s the
rule observed that even when men and women, perhaps absolut®
strangers to one another, thus spent a might under the same roof l;;
whisper of scandal would be breathed because 1t was felt there wo%
be no foundation for 1t It s possible that m respect ta commerciah?
vice the Amenican has been no more moral than the men of other naum{l;
though that 1s by no means certam It 1s not unhkely that the sehﬁ
conteol learned under frontser condstions would exert an influence ;’nm
general conduct m ths regard It 15 certam, however that un;ll Eﬂe
recent yeas, notably after the World War, there was a remarhal hﬂ x
dom of social mtercourse between the sexes untinged by any thov®
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f immoralyt
5, # Freed .
&l and woman, o ho ‘:‘“:"}m}; had its marked effect on the Amencan
'”g);ﬂeand doas they pI:a:u ec] themselves both free and safe to go
bined, on g
Sdent need for ;hsenfn:n:.: and 1n small vllages everywhere, with the
e e mentioned above, th
le tatele of 2 syma| group swho had ha e, there was the incessant
ve, and sho | ad nothing to do when their work was
nber tny: wed where they could see everyone else Om i the
Benal et there was such a dearth of news as to constnute a sott of
lenry n:,m e condition  Anything would make talk for a week As
of praime e of Abilene, “a ‘bunch’ of Indians sharting through, a string
wnd a&'ms;hc?c ners’ passing, a train an hour late, even a change i the
nens were edSUb]e(‘s of extended interest Godsends m the way of
olen I ba og fight, a sweanng quarrel between two sesidents, the
uty lnT ;f a neighbor tumbling off a new root ” Squalor, lack of
whep 4y, ;n scape or buildings, hard work punctuated by sheer idleness
Tence, (her hwn done, a tendency toward shiftlessness and tmperma
4rm miphy ope 1n the incessant flux of towns nsing or fallmg that the
ncbnhe%h M 3 few years be “city lots® which would make the owner
while 1o ;t he farmed well or not, sngrowing minds with nothing worth
Fonnery lied on—-all these form part of the background of all our
$tled and d there been only one Eronner, which gradually became
[t richly eavilized, the effect might have been shight and quickl
om off, g g quickly
threq ceny ut when repeated again and again and yet agam for nearly
ntunies, the effect went so deep that 1t will take s long o eradh
Cateyy P 2
$
%':clh 2 fantier town was Ablene i the Crvl War, typieal of all the
mag, "f‘le settlements pushed out on the pluns o see what could be
s:a,,: of the fighe agamst the flies, grasshoppers, winds, saows, dust
e S: strange soul, uncertam prospects for erops composed of ne erdo-
iy ;’ hard workers, godly men and women “bad wen,” drupks, a Sun
. chool, saloons, shabby hames with chances of becomng a ity or
l;mng 10 praure grass and safence
o efore the war, Texas had been our great cantle raising State, but, (ut
from the Nogth by secession and fram the South by Umon armies

:‘;‘h the occupation of the Missssippr Buer, no market remained for
e Fol, - . +

Ar
Te

sold gy Abilene, and transported ater the new railread (0 Kams (s,
us began one of the most preuresque phases of Amenic gy uhwarid
te
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It was found that cattle could prosper on the plains even if the farmer
could not, and vast herds began to be dnven northward the whole length
of the Desert from Texas to the Canadian border At first they were
merely driven up 1n the summer to meet the vanous rathvays at different
ponts but as this put the cattlemen at the mercy of the Eastem buyers
from the Kansas City, Chicago, and other stockyards, they began to es
tablish ranches where the cattle could be held and sold when the market
better warranted Texas cattle had always had the name of making very
tough meat, but fattening on the plamns grass and an improsement 1n the
breed obviated that difficulty, and for a couple of decades the profits
1n the busmess were enormous The “cattle kings began to appear it
the “cow towns’ where they met their herds daven in by the conboys,
and a new type enlnened the already colorful hife of the West, quite
different from that of the miming towns In 1871 more than six hundre:
thousand cattle, each herd 1n charge of its cowboys, followed the long
trail up from Texas to one pomnt and another 1n the North 1t was hard,
dangerous and difficult work The Indians occasionally made trouble,
and the herd itself was often unruly Rounded up at mght, 1t might
start at the shghtest strange noise mn a panic of fear and scatter for
miles around The cowboys found that by crcling around the cattle
while they were asleep, and crooning a song to them, they might be
Lept from stampeding and new folk songs came—anonymously, 85 always
—to fill the need of daly work

Oh, lay still dogues, since you have lard down,

Stretch away out on the big open ground,

Snore loud lutle dogies, and drown the wald sound

That will all go away when the day rolls roand;—
Hi oo, u 00, 00-00

In some of the cowboys’ songs, we get marselously the swing 3“;1
movement of the horses as they nide, duving the steers along the m:ed
rminable trml through the clouds of dust flung up by 2 hundred thousan
hoofs

1t s whooping and yelling and dnving the dogies
Oh how I'wish you would goon
It's whooping and punching and go on, htle dogres,
For you know W omung will be your new home
the
The end of the frontier was n sight, though the cowboy and

sas the
cattle kang did not know 1t, and the cowboy was the last, :S h"a‘ \ng
most brlhant, flash of color i all our varted ways of making
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He h
trails were the descendznz and the cottle that pounded on the long
fore there was a\\lh)len: 1 past of those which had come from Spamn
Whie McCog had bove ot Aot
towns another ;a: ) een mahing Abilene one of the first of the cow
more basting cause of C;’e was experimenting wath what was to prove 2
wags of life The cat) Enge i the plans and to bung on a confict of
to Abilene as 1t did te us}l‘ness had brought a certain hectic prospenty
would rse where 5 1 ‘u other cow towns but no gemune zmlxzatwr:
Pros tutes. gamblers own ‘1"05 full of cowbovs cattle angs  bad men
Jear and dead thy s revolver shots and whiskey for 4 Tew neeks each
men but iy thes e rest Tn mining towns most of the inhabitants wers
temporary mﬂuxeocfo“}’, towns on the railroads the contrast between the
folk who were trying ! ‘s ca‘]‘}‘ Cflovcd and the smdll town Jaw-ab d ng
mqru antenough g to make a lwing there twelve months a year wa»
mmﬂ:‘i‘lﬂe&a}:e;:;i:mn of the West stretching up from Nlinois to Minne
mthe South A ecome the predommant crop almost as much as coron
had Brought th gf}:a; wheat hingdom was nsing Ini870  wnter wheat”
enty conge, © }“Ehefit Pprices m the matkets and at Abidene T C
Plans in ¢ “Sd the 1dea of trying to arse 1t m the bottom lands of the
P tased b ¢ Great Amertcan Desert He soned 1t secretly end 10 hus
igher gro . ZWP Tater 1t was to be found that it could be rassed on the
fnmest%‘ und also At last a use was found For the Desext ond the
erce comas on between the farmer and fhe cawle k ng Overproduction
Penty of ‘}me“’“ and other causes were already undermuning the pros
aganst e cow conntry but ats lords & & not yreld without a struggle
fo cOns,darmHs homesteads and barbed wire enclosures Thet bad con;le
© past er the yast public domain as theirs by some sort of diyine right
w w“;: their cattle wpon but the end was m 5iEHY By 1880 the victory
tablony the Farmey and o settled enliration. The Desert could be made
o550t and the Indian and the cow boy were both dagmed
s QSWest of this penod was o longer slely agncuftural I the b}g
aen t Lowss Chicago and lesser ones Rres” Busness en!erp;]lfcs an
" holem;nufacmnng were giving them a8 wndustral aspect ';" a: da
ot o the West was a farmung communiry and the aitres 3 exi as e,lsem
the n agnculture as the farmer himseli-the g 2t meat pas ng ;’ Ja s
b manufacturers of farm machmery the great dstnbuting mailarder
0uses banks and others The city populanon was onls a small part of
the tota] 1 any case and the West was democtatic agraran old Amer
%an 1n 1deals The many foreign strains RO becoming pumErous ond
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made 1t more so, from small colomes scattered here and there, such as the
Swiss “River Brethren,’ the “Russian Mennonites,” and the Pennsyl
vanta ‘Dutch,’ to the great masses of Germans and Swedes and Nor
wegians These people had no great wealth They were for the most
part strugghng aganst odds—droughts, plagues of grasshoppers, anch
bugs, debt, and all the ills that can afflict a farmer
The world was becoming enormously complex The West had been
bult up largely by transportation—rivers, pack trals, roads, canals, and
now railways America as a nation was m the full swing of industrial
1sm and capitalism The farmer was no radical as to property as he saw
1, no commumst ar anarchust, but he wanted a square deal and a chance
to get ahead There were bound to be genuine conflicts of mterest be
tween mdustnalism and agrananism The Republican Party was dom
mant and was that of the industnial East the East of banks and ralway
ownership, of absentee captal 1n all ats forms It would be difficult
pethaps, 1n any case, for the opposition party, that representing the
exploited—the farmers and laboring class—nstead of the exploiters, to
command the brawns that the party of wealth could command Such
a party would hate to find 1ts mam strength mn the labonng class 1
the East and 1n the Agnicultural South and West, chiefly the latter two
The problems to be solved and the conflicts to be resolved were genuine
and were due to the impact of the new Industnal Revolution on a world
which had never before known industnialism on a large scale They
were emphasized with us by the mtensity of exploitation of our resources
and the 1mmensity of the prizes to be won by those who could exploit
them on a large scale No hope could be expected from the party Ob
tanffs and banks and manufactunng and special privilege Even wit
absolute punty of mrention which we need not say we do not expect
to find 1 any pohncal party, 1t would of necessity be biased by the
standpomt of 1ts members It would be more mnclned, as it &d
to ‘wave the bloody shirt by proclarming atself the savior of the Union
i the war and denouncing the rebe] South than to understand or remedy’
the abuses under which whole sections of the people outside 1ts fold “e;;
sufferng Unfonunately, as we have seen, one section which }:’VO}‘:d
make up a large part of the strength of an opposition, the Sout ‘}J(
been set far back on the mtellectual road by circumstances The othet:
the West, had not yet advanced very far on the same road 1o
Lafe m the West for all newcomers had becn hard, ternbly har 1ol
stahe out a claim and bring 1t under cultivation had meant physicd :l
of such a sort as o Jeave httle energy for thought and education lo
though there had been innumerable exceptions the great majortey
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P oneers a
baszunzd :zum:“ had been men and women of comparamely httle
ndustrra] pmblcmasn;: XIZY ;*Psnence of the comphicarions of moderm
sentiment had sprung u, e hard toil of communuty bulding nt 2 bt
Asone of the frst mgl p agamst education 1n the frontier settlements
book lesmning snmch; ees of Abrlene tells us 1t was felt that too much
ons of the Tifo thar ‘r‘; mght mterfere with success under the condi
fellows The fmnuersmu“fble led and that 1t romed ane fom B
g them supenont, ae:il elt that the mere fact of being Amencans
the problems of ‘hS nd that knowledge of how to meet well enough
Farmfy] Unfo,mnmldmly round made education superfluous 1f not
complcsted by mmia:nvb'he problems of the dallv round were being
b";cdcul ot arhom usiness i 2 way that the farmers began to see
The,: ‘:‘:: :‘:sn :lat there was no desire for educanon n the West
the end of the schaols and State Unnersines were sprngng up_ BY
Mstitutons 1 ‘:ar the Unnersity of Wisconsin now one of the best
2 couple of & le country was already mn existence but 1t was ‘housed
1 be neg g }: apidated buildings with a tny library and was declared
873 1 fact }:ﬂﬁre than an academy for the wllage of Madison In
United Scatee there were only 23000 college students 1n the entre
e speal. of thm:d the bull, of these were naturally n the East When
Dumerzble “We ‘Y“‘ we understand of course  that there were 1n
Induan, of 1) ests” all the way from the snug comfortable towns of
™ 1dent llnms some of which could not bave been disungshed
goup of nma omes i New England or New York out to the roughest
Tuts oc b e‘;’ shanties along a Mamn Street” that was alternately mud
beaunfu] L“ ing dust lmed with a few saloons and unpamted un
naroy, 3"65 ‘for human habitation Lafe might be vsale but 1t was
with th and for the great mass of the people there was futtle contact
gets 1 e ‘;"Oﬂd back East oser the mountams Ecen to-day when one
M makm the great Vallev one feels that one 15 10 20 empire 50 Vast a8
and !he a world of 1ts own and the other sorlds we have left Europe
th d" Amencan East seem to dummish m 1mportance and mtz:rést as
mey hlsaPPear into more and more thousands of miles of distance Lross
lhg the mountams to the westward of this empie agan and reaching
¢ Pacrfic Coast we come to our fourth Qustinet secnon but 18 this
"'_}M 1t was not of primary influence 0B the naton
m‘hat the Wesr ould of necessity be beh nd the East l:cmtelltc;unl
wou mments and opportumties Was mevitable from 1ts bemng & £
ntry as contrasted with an old and now wealthy one 1f we allow that
Premuse we can judge of the arrenntss of ¢ West beter by obseny
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that even i the East, until after 1870, not only were there no post
graduate schools or courses, but mn leading umversities there was no
politscal scrence or saciology taught, as at Yale, nor practically any hus
tory, as at Columbia At the latter mstitution, ene unfortunate professor
had to teach moral and mental phulosophy, English hterature, such his
tary as was called for, political economy, and logic If this was the best
that some of the oldest mstituions of the East could offer, 1t s not
hard to mmagme what would be found mn the newly established strug
gling State Universities of the raw West In the mam 1t was to the
South and the West that one had to look for an opposition party which
would speak for the nghts of the plan man rather than of capital We
should expect to find a good many errors mn the consideration of complex
social and econonuce questions mixed with a good deal of plam common
sense
Every class i power whether an anstocracy, a plutocracy, or the
lower economic strata i a democracy, naturally sees things much from
the angle of 1ts particular desires and prospenty, and finds 1t difficult 1
not wmpossible to transcend them Dunng and after the war, the cap-
italists—the old ones and the swarms of new—were rapidly entrenching
themselves by means of the tanff, the forming of corporations and the
control of courts and legrslatures There was plenty of corruption 11
Western legislatures as well but for the most part the really great cor
porations such as the railroads and the new  trusts,” were owned and
operated from the East, where 2 new type of corporation lawyer emerged
to assist the process The general 1ssue, not yet settled was begmmng
tobe clear

In 1873, the Chuef Justice of Wisconsm, Edward G Ryan one of
the abler leaders of the West m that period, posed the problem clearly
m his address to the graduating class at the University mn s State “There
15 looming up he said 2 new and dark power I cannot dwell upgn
the signs and shocking omens of 1ts advent The accumulation of indt
vidual wealth seems to be greater than 1t ever has been since the down
fall of the Roman Empwre The enterprses of the country are ﬂggffg;“"g
vast corporate combmations of unexampled capital, boldly marc! ;;ngr
not for economic conquests only, but for poltical power For the ;5
tme really 1n our polics money 1s taking the field as an 0183}:"1 .
power The question will anse, and arsse 1 your day, thove {:“
haps not fully m mine Which shall rule—wealth or man whxd:]s "l
lead—money or mntellect who shall il public stauuns-ﬂgl:{;f; ' :\-ns
patnotic free men, or the feudal serfs of corporate copital® lhec)
the authentic voice of the West, and wholly justified i 118 prop
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Diffused
and Iegy sfsz‘;:’c;:,:‘: ?:‘le learned over and over agam 1 our pohncs
whither cnerted by & rarl itle It 15 concentrated pressure that counts,
and the mmmm{mnm;md Iobby, a trust, or an Ann Saloon Leagus,
fom undenzably broy ho certain capitalisnc terests m vast corporate
Two things svere :fg tnew problems into our national hie
Pranon and the u:h:um’"e impartance to the West One was trans
the farm to the xmpaimem of debts The day of dnving a wagen
foreser The hogse wr arket town over a voad free for ol had gone
of Frerght cam, ot asLnnw a locomonye, the wagon was 2 jong bie
wnell bym ;he. fam]m?r et 1own was the world at large One mght a5
295 Every new Cc‘?s crops as deny bim farr play 1 transportanon
22 be aceumulated ;ltry whieh needs development Faster than capatal
U of every one of ocally must go heavly mto debt. Tins has been
ence of b o : of our frontiers except California ¥, duning the ex
o wlch py t, a fluctuation in the purchasing power of the curtency
oy, 110 ey:l’lem 15 demanded mcreases the purchasmg power o
a2 inerease h:ladwe:lem m the eyes of the debtor to an merease i tus debrt
Bt of vufyon e by him mvoluntaaly 1€ it takes two doilars to Buy a
fie hundre by t, a farmer can pay a onethousand doflar debt by selling
doltar yud ushels, but 1f the value of the currency nses so that one
€ pay the ; Y];,a bushel, then the farmer willl have o sl twice as much
eonomcs, by t No Western univessity Tosy hine boasted o char of
1 the “mg ut every farmer had firmly grasped this simple propositian
stemed moniey power’ did not plav Fas 1n selling, tansportation ov if 18
Bear om ;o anything to make money Jess “chesp
i the farmers
o o’;:}“‘ [""-‘“EI of the rarlways, 1t did not plav fare In the early years
rang, "}‘ way age, the abusts were fagrant and both the small husiness
o nd the farmer suffered Although the reads cauld myohe the npht
Tun their ines across a farmer s figlds alihough the guvetnment had
?;t;rd them 130,000,000 acres of the peoples Jarnd 2nd tens of millions
mm? a1 of the people s money they were segarded by thewr awners as
cren gmaze Investments untnged by public e They hadlu:) many
aut een dishonestly built, and, when buile therr stocks ha l‘»en
"m':agm“‘l)' watered In Jess than tv o ye3rs after 1863, one group slont
sed fts share capitaf from $287,000,000 10 Over $400,000 050, G0
khich 1t elamed the nght to €307 “undends The rates charged were
th exorbytant and discrmnatory 10 1869 wath wheat sefling ot 56
<€nits i the Easy, 1t cost the Wester? farmer Over 52 cents for fansporta
tion leaving hum only about 24 cents for hus ush and Jobor The minawe
©ould also make or break wehons and busiesses The earls nise of 1

1t would certainty



234 EPIC OF AMERICA

Roclefeller fortune, for example, was notorious in this respeet Not only
did the rarlroads carry his o1l for less than they charged his competitors,
but 1n one case, where they charged him 10 cents and hus compenitors
35, they even went further and paid to him the 25 cents extra they
charged his competitors!

At first the West tried to remedy the situation not by founding 2
politrcal party but through a voluntary organization called the Patrons
of Husbandry, commonly known as ‘ the Grange,” which by 1873 hada
membership of 1,600 600 Through the mfluence of the “Grangers " lans
were passed 1n some of the Western States establishing railway rates and
in other ways attempting to curb the abuses The capitalists clamed
that the foundations of property were bemg undermmed and did therr
best to male the Grangers out as enemes of law, order, and societv,
dangerous cranks When Minnesota passed 1ts law regulanng rates the
president of the Clucago, Milwauhee and St Paul had the effrontery
to wute to the Governor that the company would disregard the laws
until the courts had passed upon them The courts did pass on them all
the way up to the Supreme Court of the United States, and upheld
them It was admitted that private property was not supreme, that the
people had their nghts as well as capital, and m 1887 Congress Passed
the Interstate Commerce Act The Western movement was a turnimg
pomnt in governmental policy Less spectacularly than the pohtical up
nisings under Jefferson and Jackson, the people had scored The doc-
trine was Western, and sound as wheat

The West had other gnievances, such as the nususe of gramn elevators,
and high interest rates —runmng up to 15 and 20 per cent —~but the
chief of these was the alteration of the money n which the farmer was
expected to repay Ins debts During the war, specie payments had bef;
suspended and the government had 1ssued paper money The West ha
borrowed 1ts money payable i dollars,” and when n 1866 m the
laudable desire of returning to a sound currency basis, Congress suthor
1zed the cancellation of $4,000,000 1 greenbacks,” or paper mones
amonth, and the currency began to appreciate the West felt 1t v3s bem;;
used unjustly in bemg called upon to pay its debts m dollars of mcreav
mg value It was on this pomt that the West went wrong, traglﬂhe
wrong, as 1t was later to prave, for 1t rned the party of protest thatt
nation has bitterly needed

1t was necessary for the government to return to 2 gold

F the dotter
1t did 1n 1879, but 1t was also true that the steady advance 0 e,
to par n gold wrought great hardship to all such classes eV“E";'epre_
potably in the West, as had incurred debt dunng the pencd o

basis, W hick
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:aﬁizegn':);hehclher hand, the deprectation had also wrought great
was par ng}: e creditors, small as well as big, while 1t was progressing
iy the cost of the war, of every war, Just as much as taxation
. equitable taxatian, its, incidence was not spread evenly over
Population, and 1t mjustice seemed obvious to whichever class
;ﬁfi\:ly suffered from 1t In 1868, both the Democranic and
Toney amx; P}? tties split along more or less sectional lines between sound
from whuhll e “cheap money” heresy In 1874, a convention was held
dentia] ca ater emerged the National Greenback Party of the Pres:
and wyh mpign of 1876 However, this party accomplished nothing,
€kt the gradual retumn of prospenty the 1ssue temporarily lapsed
ceme;;)emfls% was notable in many respects In celebration of the
n Phnlag ;’ ):he Declaration of Independence, a World s Fair was held
2n op, “e P2, which gave both foreign nations and our own citizens
Somefe: unity to take stock of our achievements i many hnes If
mast nozﬁ?s the extubuts of our machinery and mventive shall were the
Bwas o eil out advance 1n other directions was also worthy of note
tecture ax dt e Victonan Civil War period of execrable taste m archt
to showr;, Intenor decorating but in pamting we already had works
o y such men as La Farge, Winslow Homer, Alden Werr,
Im 25 Moran, and other contemporares, as well as our earlier Peales
m;:;zs’ Stuarts, and other eighteenth-century men Over three millon
10 5ee ;,smﬁdy any of wham had ever been 1n Europe, had the chance
onso xmmet g of the products of other countnies Being held asit wasf
the com, ?ﬁmm a centenary m our history and within a few months l‘:
st Pete reestablishment of the Umion by the remstatement of the
seceded State, 1y greatly helped to deepen the senuments both of
I::m end of nationality, and although 1t was but one factor, we may
thy dﬂeve;y genne advance m our cultural hfe from the early part of
McCo:] e Under such men as Charles W Ehot of Hanard ]1me}:
ngo oD of Princeton, Dansel Cait Crlman of Johns Hophins G
1 hp;ned for anstruction 1n 1876), our unnersitv life emerged from
amol]g "schaol stage, and the new colleges for women were beginning
Trolution in fermunmne outlook
2 se: 25 also 1n this year that democracy yust a century old, was put to
€1 test from which 1t 1ssued trumphant The scandals of the Grant
p: ™< 11 national politics, and the general stench which arose from
Sc:?e()f our municipalities had at last begun to arouse the na:on w‘:
Tety oF shame, and the Democratic Party had an excepnonn;lc anccb ©
- hm to power The alarmed Republicans nominated an honest h
et colorless candidate 1 Rutherford B Hayes of Ohio, and the
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Democrats put forward Samuel ] Tilden, a statesman with an admurable
record for reform The contest was close, and w1th some frauds on both
sides It was at first accepted as certain that Tilden was elected, and the
announcement was so made 1n all the papers next morning Two sets of
returns, however, came from Oregon, and a shght change m Flands,
Lowstana, and South Carohina would swing the election to Hayes In
that immediate post-vsar penod there were few, 1f any, reputable South
erners who would vote the Republican ticket, for obvious reasons but
there were the disreputable ones and the negroes to count on Tilden’s
popular majority over his opponent had been a quarter of a millon
and when the people awohe to the fact that the Republicans mtended
to claim the victary popular mdignation rose to a high pitch An Electoral
Commussion was appomted by Congress to pass on the retums from
the four disputed States, and after many weeks, dunng which the
country was held in suspense, 1t made 1ts report, the decision baving
been talen on stuct party limes, giving all four States to the Republicans
The careful studies which have been made of the episode long after the
heat of the battle had passed indzcate that Tilden was depnved of his
nghtful election as President

With magnanimity and a high sense of patriotism, howeser, Tilden
acquiesced, and requested hys fallowers to do so, tn the apnouncement
of Hayes's election made on March 2, 1877, only tno days before on®
or the other would have to be maugurated Considering the magnitude
of the fraud and the depth of passion aroused, this peaceful acquies
cence of a mayority of the natton 1 the forms of Jaw and their refusal ©
precipitate any further stnife constituted a landmark not only in ur 087
hustory but 1n that of self governing democracies The Cival War had
proved that the great democracy could preserve 1ts Union agamst &is
miegration the Hayes Tilden election proved that 16 could maintam
self control under enarmous provocation The following yesr the New
York Cival Service Reform Assocation was formed, and stowly @ Tugher
1deal of public serv1ce began agam to be developed

The 1ssue of slavery and the Umon, which had brought about the
turth of the Republican Party, was now dead and new issues frad not
erystallized As bas been well said, the struggle between the Pa":s
now degenerated for a while nto nothing more stimulatng that eht
contest of tival railroads for traffic The election of 1880 m whxcbo;:
Repubheans were 2gamn successful, raised no 1ssues and dec:dtd{; e
In 188y, the Democrats under Grover Cleveland came mnto powet sty
first time since the war, but the new President, with absolute ho
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::n E:f.}:ffﬁg 7“;”' managed to antagomize many interests His desue
athers fys nelha; made enemies of the protected manufacturers and
esored (oo of allegal Jeases of Western lands, by which he
5 vetonn, " ;n Uiton acres to the people, intated strang cattle interests,
Mﬂmdgal? ]l;tnmon bills, which had become a nanonal scandal an
uv:y«rcw{u} lgose who had hoped to feed at the public trough his
the silyer 1, effort o stop the free comage of silver made enemues of
politicaan, flngsl; bus yrelding 10 the yrresisible pressure of Democratic
aess s for the spols of office after twenty-eight years in the wilder
dhenated the reformers In 1885 the Republicans returned to the
te House with Benjsmun Harmson
ms}mlig:’ a profound change had eccurred m our conditions which
Resent sasn ﬁ}: n for the next few generanons problems of a wholly &if
that » though not immedbately notceable The Census Report of
¥ear pointed to che fact that the frontier had by then disappeared
© unsettled area,” 1t stated, “has been so broken mwo by wolated
Uru::su\f se}t: lement that there can hardly be said to be a frontier lme”
l'lﬁllenm‘ € have been m error throughout this book 1n ascribing potent
fe, tho 'Z the factor of the frontter m our development of natonal
Ru(;] do[,“g t, and character this disappearance of our frontier fine
Noy v10usly close one era and open another for the nation
m]‘l W and then a new and dynamic idea has been introduced 1nto our
ptions of the histonc process, such for example as that of the
fluence of climate and general geographic environment o of the eco-
NOMIE iterpretagon The tendency at st 18 to make such rdeas explomn
s much Such wwas the 1dea of the Frontier os first grven 10 us by
tofessor Fredench. J Tumer, which with the possible excepuion of the
SSonomic nterpretation of all bistory, has caused more reconsideration
FAmencan development than any ather single suggeston
115 quite obtious that no single factor, neithes climate, terain, eco-
ROmies religion, the frontier, nor ans other 1 all ymportant n nflu
£ace and T hage m the course of this solume ventured to sugeest that,
use the fronuer does not bring about the same reactians with other
1aces and 1n all other places as 3t brought about m the Unted States, we
™ust therefore allow for other factors as well The fronuer 1s no com
Plere explanation, but 1t has assuredly been a mast jmpartant L‘lcm;‘m
We have Tiad not merely one frontier 10 be settled before an o det
©lization became established but such a succession of ther as m‘nzfﬂ
afmost be numbered by hundreds We can chech the factors smolied
N one and the mfluences radiating from 1t by companng them with
.
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those mn a continuous succession of others It seems to be incontro-
veruble that the frontier has exerted much of the mfluence on our hfe
which has been noted thus far in this volume
Recently a disung d h has d the importance of
the end of the frontier by statmg that he does not find that 1t made any
difference m the “fundamental rhyvthm of Amencan )ife, a somewhat
vague phrase He adds that in fact the frontier did not come to an end,
as the government stated claimng that the number of acres taken out
under the Homestead Act since 1890 greatly exceed the number patented
before He admats that hus figures ace misleading, as they take no account
of the rajlroad or State grants How misleading they are 1s ndicated by
the fact that the railroad grants were 130,000,000 acres and the State
grants probably several tens of millions mare This goes far toward
mvalidating bus argument, but what he apparently fails to see, when he
speaks of the large amount of Jand taken up after 1890 apd even of the
cheap abandoned farm lands in the East and the South that go begging
for buyers,” 15 that such lands do not constitute a ‘ frontier ” The genuime
frontier was not merely a staked claun to a farm 1t was a state of mund
and a golden opportunity The men and women who trebked westnard,
advancing the edge of avilization from over the Alleghantes across the
three thousand mles of contnent~empty, except for Indans—to the
Pacific, came under influences entirely different from those of a man of
to-day whe, ured of bemng a laborer or clerk, tnes the evperiment of
buving an abandoned farm on some New England hillside within €257
reach of the village and the whole of modemn Amercan avlized hfe
The latter has none of that feeling of vast apen space, of pushing ahead
of the van of older cvilizations, of empire bulding of a freer and
better chance of a more democratic ordenng of his sovety of e
possibility of rapidly nsing n a pew communty, or of the opportuniics
which come with the development of a wholly new country whese ties
may spring up almost overmight and make hum nch and a leading 0""}:‘
1n wealth or pohiecal power To take up a but of land to-day, East, S";' :
or West, 15 for the most part simply to change one’s residence of per 31:
one’s occupation It 1s to become an ordimary farmer, not t0 share n;k
great adventure of State building and to hase golden dreams ofa pgsz'om
future 1f one has the luck to stke 1t nght The psrchologieal conds
are wholly different
If the i’nﬂuencc of the fronuer has been what most historian® r::\:
consider 1t to have been, then, from the time of s pissing “:omz
laok for a slow but gradual change i Amencan hfe When g
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West® cea

2 sart of :ﬁ;om? a great adenture shated by thousands all the e,

venttang for 3 bester led by dreams, and became 2 mete soliary

endently a greae nm‘ job or a better piece of Jand somewhere else,

our sycoesers ‘\;,cen:ne would be remoyed For a century and more,

el the o ‘ests” had domunated the thoughts of the poor, the
hscontented the ambitious as they had those of business

and With Lli<h

erument 1th the of full State gov

)Iferbmue},ﬂy“hcm' with--speaking broadly--a mote or less uniform
ghout the country, with central o it

and 1, POP
!hough‘iu:::;{;i:m t;lr our people, the character of our problems and
the frontier “uuldmm dy come 1 time to be different The influences of
of altered co zlea iy decrease i power and we should come under
For 2 centy, 2l ‘;Hons of hving and outlook
exploitng 5 mr:l:’ 2 half we had been occupied n conguering and
n adentuge of 9“;; and by 1890 the tash was complete It had been
spoces left 1o beY"ul Now 1t was over There were plenty aof empty
ours peapled. bo filled, chinks m the structure, but the country was
Henceforth, ¢h und together, politically organized from caast to cosst
son The ;]woxk wauld be one of consolidanon asher than expan
disergent problems wonld be those of ruling a vast pepulanon with
sl pmb"me'm& not of orgamzng pew States, the economic am
treer ¢ ems of the new world era of machuery and the conficts
COntaces Ehplml and Iabor, the problems of world magkets and world
codd the supreme problem of whether g Jeffersonian democTcy
survrie 1n a Hami)tontan economy
and ;daY was passing when the people
smple ape from an environment oo perpl A
‘hep process of gomg West The diy was c0 East or West,
shg would have to stand and face the issues with 7@ escape by 2 mere
thl tof ground Perhaps that was oné of vhe most far reachung results of
e passing of the frontier Qur mtensibed groblems would henceforth
f:rmn of no escape Amenca began to ness the day «hen she could no
h"gex be vaguely opumistie and yourhfully buoyant She would have i
me to become maturely self-cnucal and thoughtful She v ould have to

face gt the 15sues cOurageuusTy and with 9o €33} atenue of escape 10
ught 1ahe cate of 3 little surplus pop-

the “grear emptv spaces  Those "
huon or become plgygw\mds“hcn we came £0 enjay Nature 1nstead of
a solution of vur problems, no

exploiting her But the wese 19 longes
longer drearns to rehere the «ch bed of myustce ot discontent The

colt hiad been roped and O Theweafter he would have to get

hify thew problems

could simp.
ymacal by the

exing OF t00 1N
\nge when

-
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to the harness of a complex cnvilization It would take a long nme but2
generation m the hfetime of a nation 15 short, and the most important
change 1n direction 1n our history had occurred, almost unnoticed 2t the
moment
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In the

pomt (:::::?a: ":: process which we call hustory 1t 15 all too easy to
1hat Bappens gt tes and to speak of “turnmg pownts’ when in fact all
OF sharp A, lows from what has been mto what 1s to be, with a lack
Living pmcess:ns“‘]"}“th 15 annoying to the chromicler but true to all
et that the f: hen 1n 1890 the Census Bureau announced the
e condutions Onnlfr was ended as a dynamic factor m our life under
Centunes, 3y mewl“ which we had been familiar for two and a half
d been a Jon, tely called attention to a parncular stage reached 1n what
€nded, more (eg e‘;"]unon Successive frontiers had been established and
or many gene[:::ry ;;qun'ed and more Frontiers begun and ended,
0 the Pacfic ns We had stretched the process from the Atlantic
Norh 1, the m a broad band which was now bounded on the
South by e domunions of a powerful European Empire and on the
Just az a settled nation which held no offer of a frontier condinon
mng, o we had been a long me reaching this stage in our develop
\\,Ox]u’n ;:"’“ld the effeets of our altered condition to be a long tme
o seg ‘hemsel\ es out completely It would be absurd to expect that,
etpect the Census Bureau made its announcement 1n 180, we must
nighy great changes by 1891, The end had not suddenly come over-
M ,h 101 would all its effects be appatent next morning Moreover, we
e careful nog to make the mustake of thinking that world tenden

Vs
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ctes localized 1n one country require too localized explanations Other
nations felt the smpact of the Industnal Resolution, the problems of the
machine age, the trend toward urbanization the vast mcreases m popula
tion due to the industnalization of society, and the resultant urge toward
overseas possesuions and ympenalism in politics and trade

Nevertheless, I think 1t reasonably dear that all dhese and other
factors were modified i our country, both 1n character and in the matter
of time, first by the existence and then by the ending of the frontier
The pownt 15 so smportant that I may be forgwwen for emphasizing 1t
Although, for a couple of centuries and more, proneering had inculcated
upon us an unusual versatility and mventiveness, and although Amen
cans lead all nanons in therr fondness for, one mught almost sy
worship of, machnery of all sorts, 1t 15 well accepted that we dd not
feel the full effects of the Industrial Revolution unnl considerably lates
than Burape did This was owmg 1n large part to our free Jand, to our
agranian economy, and o the much greater opportumty here as con
trasted with England for the laboring man to lead a free hfe on 2 farm
mstead of beng forced mto wage earmmng m factortes The full EE“(;
was thus delayed here until our population and domestc marhet 1:;
become so vast as to offer exceptionally tempting chances for consohda
tion, power, and wealth on a vast scale Moreoyex, the first great unpact
of an industmal era on our hfe came at a time when the old Amencamsn
of the democratic 1deal, the Amenican dream that bfe should be m:dg
ncher and fuller for everyone and opportuntty remain open t0 a"’b;:
been kept alve by constant waves of thought and emotion flooding
from our succesyve frontiers Industrzalism was to encounter the me‘:
tality not of a people emerging from feudahsm, but of one emergiiy
from the exceptionally free and optmstic hifc of the frontier

If we wished to be doctrinaire, we might tey to estmate e
would flow from the ending of the fronuer expenence and ﬁm;fx out
closing of that avenue for the outpourmng of the surplus energlesl nd to
restless and energenic population There was yet, of course, fre¢ :s chey
be had, but there were no more great empty States where settlers o
looked over the unmhabsted wastes could peture 1 thet 1m3gm’ansmg
magic change o founshing farms, villages, populous cmes;’ Tt
wnthin a few years by the efforts of the pioneers There were nand i
im imagmnation empires holding nches and opportunities for us o he
children where only the Indman or the bison and the coyote’}‘”‘“an d the
elan of the great westward trek was gone, gone like the I ;“" g ¥
bison We might expect, then, talking as doctenarres ﬂndJP ﬂ’i m Eu
our mterp of cond , that, wrespe of con

what effects




ThE "
FLAGC OUTRUNS THE CONSTITUTION 243

Xii’l (;w;t:f}z:ld se¢ 2 change 1n the type of ous mmmigrants, that ne
ans who h:;r; P‘:Pﬂ;ﬂun of the Gesmans, Enghish and Scandina
and mote of the 1. ; Y}: e millions to build up the Western empire,
dutnahim, mcnviﬁjw 0 would become wage camners in the seats of
but withouy t’he 4 eal motnvated by the hope of bettening thew postion
that vath the :sx iy (}[ the now vanished “West * We might also say
of that secton iar }i'% of the fronner, the nfluence of the democracy
ellect on the nag that state of mind would come to have less political
the safery ke [U‘l;/as a whole Again we might suggest that without
of population ;, t:;;m empure buslding and with increasing deosity
e mtens‘xﬁe; canthet between capital and labor would probably
08 i0gulaely g, as the evtls of an mdustaal age were felt by « popula
3y, :omzwha): nprepated to g down under them Once more, we mught
e, angd ha cymicallv, that having lost our hunting ground for adven
would get, mi]g now seuzed and peopled all the contnental land we
W impery we should probably, ke other natiens, find some excuse for
Penialistic adventure overseas
lm: l::‘gl of fact, all these things came to pass withm the decade we
yems fop lsch“s;lm this chapter Immugration did 2lter withun the ten
Mrepared %'Ck the Census announcing the end of the frontier was
2, fackso e “West” which had won 1n each generation under Jeffer
sraggle b n, and Lincoln went down to deleat undes Bryan the
2 had b, etween capital and labor became more Bloody and Berce than
wtopea © before ar has been smue and we went tn wat with &
strexg Pean nanon, taoh her colomes, and became an impenal powes
1 ?““E far mto the Qnent

On l;";‘:’: :}l’sh to be gulty of the fallacy of post hoc, ergo prrotg;er E‘f;oc
Predicteq and, these are the things that we might teasonably hae
other rom the gradual ending of the fronuer snfiuence On the
had Band, «f we sssume that the fronper Tiad not ended, but that there
stretched on beyond to the westward ancther valley ike the Mis
SPPL ta affer scope for a new agraran empise, to consume ouf energies,
0 offer freedom and democracy, to open new fronters to afford space
42d 4dventuce to ntnld mallions more, T do st chink that the fhings
noted above would have happened Tt would seem, therefare, as though
We might take the ending of the frontier as one of the really great turning
PUnts i our hustory Hereafter our problems would take different form
nd become much mtensified as econorue and socisl ones 1f there were
n0 diminution 1n our energies, we should, m tme, be forced nto the
ntemanonal hife and complicanons of the wordd on a scafe hatherto
vnknown, With huge chies sprnging fom Hamiftomantsm and with

-
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no langer a steadily expanding agranan section to offset them we should
have to face the problem of how to le our Jeff phalosoph
of d y with cond steadily ging further and further
from Jefferson s postulates, and with no hope of return

Like O! Man Ruver,” the stream of our hustory flows ceaselessly on
He had scen 1t ail, he had known the day of the savages for untold
ages before the white man came and “O Man Raver” took De Soto 1o
fus bosom 1 the dark of mght, he bad scen the Spamsh esplorer and
the French prest and voyageur, he had seen the English hunter and
srapper, the trader, and the Farmer, he had bore their chuldrens shups
and commerce he had held the North and South together when they
were locked 1n deadly hate and when the new ralroads threatened tobe
more powerful than he, he had flowed through forest and prawe, past
log houses and Southern plantations, and naw our people had bule
great cities on his banhs and a new time had come He had heard the
soices of all of us s children,~missionanes, drunbards trappers B
ers, farmers, planters, savages, slaves, gamblers, roustabouts mlhnnmrehv
protitutes, lovers, Presidents Englsh, Swedes, Germans, French, fos
Hunganans Czechs, Itabians, Poles, Methodists, Catholics, M“‘"":“ﬁ“
Quakers —all the mfimte vanery of ous Amenca, and m the Great V2 3
held 1n his arms they had hoped the hopes and dreamed the 31:3“’5(!“
the old America of Jefferson who had given “Ol Man Ruver’ u;
nanon What would he see 1n the now Amenca the Awesct & 0
aity, the machine, the trust, the incalculable fortunes, that was X
formung?

He must know sumpry’, but don t say noths’
He yust heeps rollin’,
He keeps on rollin along !

The great middle section of the Valley fee we?
extent by Germans Such ces as Cincinnatt and Mﬂm“{»\us od
strongly German and the national Savor of the old French St ¢ port
changed from one side of the Rhune to the other For she ‘:Zunl
however, these newcomers had gone on the land and he@;‘e;'unf 2
farmets, as had almost wholly the great swarms of Scang.® empue f
had swept over the Norchwest and made & Seandinant® re h
Minnesota, the Dakotas, and parts of other States, a0 c;ﬂm b
sunves to-day and 1s slowly absorbing, mstead o beng, Jerelopos ®
the older Southern and Northern Amexican stocht, d b qors!
t Copynght 1627 by T B Hamms Co, N Y (Reprods

permssion of the copymght owners )

ad been seuled 108 gt

while
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t;u:;\i af?DnA‘:::n:Z';znb“ i"’“s anynhere on the contnent The end
1890 had Occl;ﬂed bet s the gocrment i the decennial Census of
decades prior 1o thate ween 1880 and that date 1F we Jook at the two
e former the 4 one, and at the mo following 1t, we find that 1n
Aorthern and Wm:?lgmm" from all parts of Europe other than the
the two decades(el[ em made up less than 5 per cent of the toral In
er 60 per cent uf ?}"1‘““3 1890, Eastern and Southern Europe provided
Exstern and Souohe e;:otal Between 1860 and 1880 less than 250,000
they numbere, dnl ' Europeans came to us between 1890 and 1910
ver 8,000,000
3“'311:,32&3!:‘;;0‘1?' Hunganans, Greeks, Italians Russiens, Lithu
avery di ﬁ"e . 0‘ ers, teptesenting many races and theie blends, were
vang I v 5 :“ ype from the Insh, British, Germans and Scanding
cmpareq w):‘; mll'rely that about 35 per cent of them were Mierate a5
merran w h"“ y 3 per cent of the earher mmgeatton With out
o mete Im"‘s 1p of book education,” we can easly lay too great stress
beckground ‘acg But these people were much more foreign 1 thert
canly go xl‘axl;r outlonk than those who had come previously, and fess
mnugraum ble 10 our social hife and institutions The carher European
w0k up ueﬂ continued after 189, though 1n decreasing nembers and
tom 19 o, noccupied lands in the West but with each decade this adds
whole 0‘“ population formed numencally a smaller proportion of the
s o the other hand the more alien 1mmugration of the new
veng, se sapudly to 6 225,000 mn the decade 1900—1910, 3ndl ¢he ':III
Cxlemi l:n our nationa) Lfe s heenly felt Alhongh toa Consn:](‘:; e
natne ese new comeys were peasants who had Iived on the soil ;7“ there
f countres when they amved here they did ot sesh ta become
36mers and to establish homes in the country Dut congsegated Jn huge
:L“’ Broups 1n the larger cines or became operatacs 1 factories and
Mesoutside of the great centres : .
e e were various reasops for this phenomenont whuch sccmP 0
€ puzzled some wiiters We may suggest for one that these people at
Bome had 1o 3 gyear extent been more dependent upon e sumpler
soual groups of fymily church, and wifse ¢han had the Brush Ger
mans, and Scandinav;ans They wete mose dependent upon close group
SOhdans tham « o = shoe Faemer 10  land wbere they felty and ne!e_m&dc
to fee]
combypy
¢ 1n starting thys different migrateon 10 15¢ »;w »Eu...; use :ih.
mang by the pew great ndustnal corporiuions here for cheap and ag
norant lahor v hich might prove @ore docile than the restive Amencan

o
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laboring man, and more helpless Importation of foreign labor was the
answer of the ndustrial caprtalists to the demands of natwve labor, just
as had been the use of the Insh a half century and more earlier on 2
smaller scale At fisst, large numbers of these new ymmigrants were
brought 1 under contract and taken straight from the steamer to work
n some industry In 1892 occurted the great Homestead stuke of the
men 1 the Camnege Steel plants Within fifteen years, by 1907, 75
per cent of the workmen 1n this great Amencan industry were foreign
born By about the same year the coal mmes of Pennsvivama were
being aperated by a simlar percentage of Southern and Eastern Bu
ropean 1mmugrants Apart from labor contracts, other newcomers of the
same races would tend to concentrate where there were already colomes
of their nationals who spoke the same language and formed one of
those sacial groups upon which these aliens were dependent
There was also another mmportant factor m the situaton that made
these European peasants turn operatives or city dwellers m Amenca
Unlike the earlier immigrants, they did not come with the ntention of
per ly Large numbers of them expected fo stay 3 few
years, accumulate a ittle money, and then retum to their owp fands
with more caputal and 2 better posinon than when they had left All
those who came with this intention would naturally not wish to assume
the responsibility of getting and working a farm, but preferred to accept
day wages mamtain their old low standard of living, and even go below
that, to save as much money as possible 1n a short ime and to keep them
selves free from entanglements so that they mught return as soon as the
happy day dawned when the size of their savings bank account pet

mutted The earher immigrants bad come to make homes, i :!he‘:i{
standard of lwing, and become oitzens these pew ones came o b:; ; w0
passage, quite willing to lower their standard temporanly 1 order
raise 1t when they got home again in Poland or Hungary orlaly Amen

Ths also hept them from the desire to assimilate themselves to :can
can socal life, to learn Englsh, and to adapt themselves (0 Amea[m
ways As a matter of fact, although great numbers did return hl‘:me o
a few years, they often found themselves out of adjustment ‘bc?h o
owing to their Amencan expenences After New York Puts ‘:{t’b;m
Chicago, even mn thexr worst phases, as these people expenencs aflages
1t was too much of a wrench to settle down agam in fhtst m“\‘l\,;m dd
as peasants Many did not tsy the experiment. and of thOS:mo:e and
many returned here The whole emigrant movement becam: me for the
rmore mobile But those who returned here, and those ® bo ca e vathe!
first time, sought out thexr own socal groups, which bad bee?
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ff;g:go?ﬂbllsh‘ed 3 workmen 1 mines and cities rather than as
of tnassimulable racial The problems of great slums and
“ndin 2 single p) ¥ hg“’“PS often numbering several hundred thou
the shortsighted P;E:}mAd come upon us, thanks, to a great extent to
only for chea, sells iness of the,grcst indusmal employers who cared
Tast floatin, p and “manageable’ labor It 1s needless to say that this
ficnls forgzh mass made the maintenance of a fair wage much more
of the Zfeaze: :;:":e workman, who had already naugurated the period
Profts of indusi es 1 an effort to get hus reasonable share of the
Tughest ﬂmdl}hy’ even before this sweam of ymmugration xose to its
10t become n time these new laborers, who had nerther gone home
and the dxt}ia::]‘mllawd to Amenca, would come to demand their share,
ot stave libo hgi would thus be mereased agam The earher demand
or cheap wh‘] . left us with the free-negro problem This later demand
somewhat I te labor left us wath another raceal problem, although one
absorbe, de“ ;e‘“’usy since, after a generatton or two these people can
Wh 1’- whereas the negro cannot
b w: the first Astor died 1n 1848, the $20,c00,000 fortune left by
“Com, oda milestone m Amencan finanaal and social history When
Bis son de Vandesbilt died in 1877, he left $105,000 000, and when
and he h: a4 }f‘gh‘ years later hus mhentance had grown to $200,000 000,
hate g th, vasted that he was the nichest man in the world We do not
damned R mk of Vanderbilts most quoted remark “The public be
e e to realize that none of these men, nor most of those who at that
g were laying the foundations of the great inhented American for
s, ever for a moment thought 1n terms of socal or national welfare
m“nomuy 2 multnull would compound with s e or
m:’;pt to placate public sentiment by leaving some of hus money after
E eath, when he could no longer enjoy 1, t0 2 chantable purpose
ven the rascally Daniel Drew founded a theological seminary 10 his
WL But for the most part these early financial conqustadorés were as
nuthlessly unsocral 1n their activities as any pirate who ever trod a bloody
Quarter-decl,
The rapidly nsing figues for fort:

unes which could be and were bemng

accumulated, however marhed the faster tempe of hfe and acquisition
Not seldom their owners at death, were permciously held up by news
Papers and clergymen as models for ambwious Amencan youth They
did mndeed have to have darng and courage, as does a pirate or a bootleg

ng, ag well as ruthlessness YWhat gave them the chance to operate

upon their pew scale was the mncseasing !
tarlroad system, the domestic marhet, the natural resources, and the vast
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population of ordinaty aitizens with their necessinies and desires The
tools with which they worhed were corporanons the tanff, the stock
matket, special prvileges 1n railway rates, corrupted legislatures con
trolled banks, and the rest of the machimery of the new economic age
Money was power, and control over all these tools grew rapudly with
the increasing wealth and power of mdividuals, groups or mdustries
One does not have 1o be either a commurust or 2 socilist to recognuze
the enormous possibthities for evil iherent m our system, and the need
for contral 1f we are to stave off the different evils of socialism and
Communism

In 1888, for the first time a national campaign for Preadent was
fought mainly on the tanff as an 1ssue, and two years later, under the
successful candidate, Harnison, the McKinley Bill was passed by Con
gress, rawsing the average duties to about go per cent Of course, 1t was
said to be necessary, to mamtain the tugh standard of living of the
Amencan workman  but as the employers were fighting tooth and nal
aganst the trade umions and were willing to import the new immigrant
labor to reduce wages, this could not be taken quite senously There
were 1n that vear about 4,250,000 wage earners In Amenca, and the
multitude of farmers 1n the South and West, who were not shanng o
the prosperity of the manufacturers There was a very deep feelmgfo
unrest throughout the country and a growing opposion to trusts 1ot
fear lest they should monopolize business and the sale of the necessmc{;
of Iife mnto theie own hands, and contral the lnes of ordinary 5“;1]
atizens In the same year that Congress served up the MCK‘"IC);J
for the protected manufacturers it threw a sop to the discontented M
the form of the celebrated Sherman Ants Trust Act, which was sup}x’s o
to make illegal the evils complained of by the people, but which w3
drawn as to mean  exy Little unul nterpreted by the courts b

The ordmary American unfortunately had never been very maIIY
offended by corryption As we have seen, i « land that was, ﬂmoh‘?}urh
at any tate, believed to be overflowing with opportanity, and 1t :vb‘,h
the under dog of one day might become top dog the next, 10 ahzed
the scale of values had to a considerable extent become mﬂ‘{‘:’(}ﬂ o
and eshical concepts of business blurred, no one cared '““‘3“} that the
not soreone else “got away with sometling shady, l""""‘he"vtSr had
field of opportunaty were still lefe open For a long ume the
seemed to heep it open no matter what was being done fuch hiad began

But things were changing The waye of prospenty “f ‘c, while bad
1 1879, and which had shut off Western c]:scrmm:;i :;fw'ﬂ +he house
spent itself by 1884 when a panic occurred and cart
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% G
Plclel:’;;, a:;l\:’[a:‘l'; ::d“}thhf!he ex President was a partner Things
senous trouble agarn from e Q“R) Eﬂr;lbut by 1Bo the famer was 1o
ma penod of defly prices Roughly, from 1873 to 18‘93 we vere
bes seady kol o
brought sboue ehe
More
YHH:;:I:, ;h;:x ;ha(, t:m.;gb the fact of the usual approamate swenty
By 1840, ess should be keptin mund
the ps,cb,;:;[;"“;r“t}’ 10 Jonger seemed to be hmrtless In this respect
Bort If g w:t:da of the end of the frontier was probably 1m
e up 2 quarger s:ct togIOdhas o former one could st go et el
o2 cny apgng a¢ 1on, but the old freedom was gone, and the mirage
making of 2 haz 1 any crossroad Small farmung 1n xself was merely the
Morepyer, ]i 1ving it was not boundless opportunity
Square deg) 'tr; farmers had begun to see that they were not getting a
and the werghy e fact was that the change m the life of the nanon,
them I, veight of numbers and ipfluence, were beginnng fo tefl agamst
Tarmer +, 17’90‘ nime tenths of the population had been farmess, and the
s the Vas}. tstened to In 1890, only three tenths were farmers and 3t
wealth ather seven tenths who were bewg bistened to In 1850, farm
Aroun dW;S aver half the nation's total m 1890 1t was but a quarter
~natur; 1390, everything appeared to be conspiring 2gamst the farmer
R ® I 2 senes of droughts and other disasters sound economie
he:“"thhm), had caused the burden of debt to become unbearably
thenr’y ! 'y the apprecianon of sound money the great corporatons, by
which hserminations and high charges the declmng gold production,
“ch, with world over production was lowermg the prices for farm
uce to levels which would soon spell disaster The droughts
ntinted 1n parts of the West for nearly ten years, apd the annual
Production of com 1n Kansas and Nebrasha alone declined from over
287 606,000 bushels 1m 1885 to 110500 co0 1 188 By 180 farm
Martgages had inereased to the astounding figure of $1,086 000 coo, and
there were whole Western connties in winch go per cent of all facm lands
wete under heavy mortgage Owing to falling prices the cost of raising
Wheat and com became actually greater than the amounts recenved for
*In Ransas oy er 11,000 mortgages Were foreclosed mn four years, and by
1895 between 75 per cent and ga per cent of the l2ad w Efteen countics
oF that State taken for examination had passed from the owners inta
*he possession of loan companies
ey tanff 1n 1890 had scemed the last

The pastage of the Mchan!
Sttaw to the suffering agneolrural past of the nanon, and in 1852 the
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Democrats won, reelecting Cleveland as President for four stormy years
In the same year that the Republicans had passed the tanff and the
Ants Trust Act, they had also passed an act providing for the purchase
by the government of 4,500,000 ounces of silver bullion each month,
wsswng for 1t legal tender Treasury notes payable 1n exther sibser or gold
McKinley himself was a free-silver man, but the Party must assume
responsibility for this measure The busmess cycle had just about come
to uts full round, and the overspeculation m part of the country’s business
and the bad basic conditions 1n others would have precipitated & crisis
1n any case, but the Republican Silver Act brought 1t about almost as
soon as Cleveland was mstalled Between 18go and 1893, the siver
dollar had dropped i companson with gold from eighty to sixty cents
By means of the Treasury notes which the Republicans had created,
bustness men could take silver certsficates to the Treasury, exchonge
them for Treasury motes, and then demand gold m exchange for
them, putting 1n approxmately sixty cents and drawing out a dollar A
Cleveland said, “an endless chain’ had been set i motion to drain all
the gold out of the United States Treasury

The chamm operated The $100,600,000 gold reserve began to dwindle,
and panic serzed the entire country as repudhation faced the government
The Free Silventes in Congress tied to prevent any remedial legshation,
although they were forced to consent to the tepeal of the silver put
chasing clause of the Sherman Act m 1893 Cleveland assumed the
responsibihity of acting under an almost forgotten statute, sold bonds on
four occasions and staved off a breakdown of govemment credit By
doing 50, and especially by the terms of one of the sales which was
made through J P Morgan and Company, he aroused mtense aPP‘m‘“’i‘
among the Free Silver wing of his party, which was mostly i the West
By secuung the passage of an income tax measure he alienated the cal::
stasts, and by hus handling of the Pullman strihe he hkewsse lost suppor!
among labor

The hard times had brought much suffening to
1n 1892, under Cleveland s predecessor, Harnison,
stahe at the Camnegie Steel Works at Homestead, Pe oon
demanding a revision of the wage scale and recognition of theie l;fllhe
Steel was heavily protected 1n the tanff on the plea of I‘“’[e‘:‘“’"m o
Amencan worhingman, but the steel plants heve been consls;; .
ponents of the umons, and the demands were rejected ﬂ":fd a clas
Punkherton detectises were engaged to guard the works, @ 4 2 ied
occurred with the men 1n which ten were lled and s\xt:/mn P
Wath the aid of eight thousand State troops the strihe was H

the wage earners, and
there had been 3 prest
nnsylvania, (he ment
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o
mpf‘:”é i; ;il:sss‘:me ume, Preadent Hamson was ordering Federal
Yy stake of miners 1 the Ceeur d Aldne district 1n

Thete v,
ree quw:: gf” :’;’X‘H‘S strshes in 1804 after the panic, i olving about
@ glant 1y Chyca, ‘C'f“ workmen the most senans berng at the Pult
bt 3 socaffed 0%; after Cleveland became President Pullman had
Ut wages scrl'; ; el village 1 which he housed s workmen, and
anded FEe Amv as to leave them nothng abote the rents which he
a0 men by refysy encan Railway Union supported the strking Pull
“alay magmy ?s to haul rams with Pullman cars attached The
iStory 4 4 la!:s :; used to consider arbitration Foy the first ime 1 enr
“atnst interfe * dispute, the government secured 2 blanket mjuncrion
Wotons o an:“;g :Svnh the moversent of the trams Governor Aligeld of
ey dxsl,kcdp; tate troops ready for emergency but he hnself was
and becauge he hideltal because of legislanon which he had secured
b affa n, 1886, Pa}:doned certamn men mvolved 1 the Haymarket
e Governor sefos though 1t 1s now known they were mnocent As
P used to comply with the Federal gorernment s wish to
Proecting é‘:emje bv use of Federal moops Cleveland under cover of
Cfﬁlxmng that f?abs, sent two thonsand troops to Chicago, the Governor
ordrs g lth( e Preaident could order troops into a State to obey his
Bad brokon oy mfr of the State authonhes construtional government
Poeserve by “gl he men lost the strke Clevelands wish had been to
the raslug v and order as he saw 1t, but he had played mto the hands of
couns IY managers, and by the use of the mjuncuon bad wmvolved the
N n abor dispuites As we shall presently note, they had also become
@¥olved in another way
bon :ﬁ"“&h we can see now that by the end of Cleseland s admimsrra
pro, C:b;xade cyele would have run 1ts course and asded by an un
ey e Increase in the world s output of gold prespessty woufd have
ey with a rush the musery nto which the panic of 1853 bad
xﬂﬁorges the country, and the new contest between organszed caputal and
l eELs:?égh about the last pohincal confhict between the West and
5%, betw een agratianism and ipdusmahsm
Neither the Amerscan farmes nor the Amencan workman has been 2
adical ag ghat term 15 understood 1 Bwsape Indeed, as we look back at
be 1ssues for whch they fought at vanous fimes 1a the secand half of
be minetecnth century, we see that for the most part they were essentially
Onserianye The terror aroused among the larger capifalists and by them
ansmutted ta the smaller busimess men seers difficult to understand 5f
tWas genune Whet the lages capitalist feared, in fact, was the loss



252 EPIC OF AMERICA

one 10ta of his steadily mcreasing control over gosernment and the means
of piling up colossal wealth The contest was not at all one between

lists and lists or but between classes both of
whom were firmly commutted to a behef m capitalism It was between
the big men and the little men the grasper after excessive wealth and
power and the man who demanded merely opportumty to make s
living and live his hfe

1t was a conflict as old as the Amencan Constitutton—indeed, as the
American Revolution In the propaganda of the Revolution and the
Declaration of Independence, the common man had been cajoled to
fight by being told that he was very much more nmportant and capable
than the leaders really believed him to be The Constitutton, which had
been a compromise 1n so much else, had also been a compromise 1n this
1t had, for example, never been ntended that the people at large should
choose a President, a choice so unnatural to the conservatnes of that
day that, as Colonel Mason of Virgmia said in the Convention, they
considered ‘1t would be 1o refer a tnal of colors to a bhnd man ” “Man
kind when they are left to th Ives, Wast had d
“are unfit for therr own government ”

Luttle by hittle the common man successfully claimed for humself the
position designated to him m the Declaration There 15 nothing harder
to mamtain for long m human affairs than a nicely adjusted balance
Spealung of government, Hamilton had sud, * Grve all the power to the
many and they will oppress the few Gave all the power to the few and
they will oppress the many Both ought therefore, to have the powet,
that each may defend itsclf against the other” From the begmning
there had never been such a perfect balance, but gradually the many
had been gaming, especially 1n the three epochs following Western
invasion under Jefferson Jachson and Lincoln On each occasion the
conservatives had feared for ther control and with that for thete
opportuntties to do as they liked and were accustomed to domg
It had seemed to take about a generation each nme for the pentup
forces of democracy to seek an outlet 1n pohtical action, and the "‘:c
had now agamn arnved The movement seemed to be 2s penodic as t ;
business cycle So far as the democraic movement was Yinked wit
econome 1lls and sufferings, this 1s easily understood, but 1t was alwags
much more than that A steady working out of the doctnnes of &
Declaration of Independence to their concl had always gone han
10 hand with the problems of prices and the mortgage on the fﬂﬂ
Economuc ills were also suffered by the growng class of nage ':’m; %
but the larger significance of each revolt lay in what was 11 the mi




THE FLAG OUTRUNS THE CONSTITUYION 253

ol-}h;e f{'&‘;‘:‘n ;hgoieicx}xldzrs of the bebefs of their cultural ancestors
and shove the econo ad been gromng smore and more restive Over
wete larger 1ssues of Al::t gaevances which threatened their exstence
wondsuppostion v encansm It b::g.m to seem as though Hamlton's
they wall opy n tl: €re comng true Guve all the power to the few and
several expem e many * The farmer and workman had had thewr
ritioms ,nm“encts with banks, money lenders, poliical parties, corpo-
mply pass general ife of the nation seemed, 1n spite of elections to be
stnes \Vls::nmg\smm the control of a mystenous few operating behuind the
fal of men v h 1n was described at this time as being “ruled by a hand
- Th‘ 0 hm‘l"I destroyed everv vesnge of democracy in the com
— ey settled n pmate conference pracucally all the
Tegasta ons for offices, lled conventions, dictated
p’snmu'un, and had even sought to lay corrupt hands on the courts of
Pe‘?Pl;:ns::Dm corruption, the courts, which were the Jast resort of the
aftes coae l‘:Cd to be wholly on the side of the capitalisnic few In case
regard 1o ey had been bulding up a mass of deaisions whuch bad po
e 1 ht:")’ interest of the nation except the strctest construction of
lelonf. y of property In New York they had prevented 20y effort ©
mproy e sweanng of labor 1n homes, and held up tenement house
mmﬂnem for pwenty years They had m vanous Siates prevented
Chiagn dealing with horrs of labor Tn the case of Debs and the
yon dlg}:) strike the Supreme Court had stretched the Constitution be
o ; dreams of Hamilton 1n order to keep Debs in jail although
call 1t had upheld an meome tax, m 1895, when Joscph Choate was
ng such a tax “anarchy,” 1t had reversed nself and declared 1t um
constitutional, 1¢ had made the Sherman Antt Trust Act almost vaid by
s ruling 1n the Whishey case and by denywng 2 the notoious Sugar

Tust case that control of g8 per cent of an industry constituted restraint
of rade, because “manufactusing” was not “commerce *

In 1890 the Farmers Allance m the West had elected three United
States Senators and Hfty members of the House and 10 1892 the
“People’s Party” was formed to untte the wage eamers of the East with

e Western and Southemn fammng elements In the consention 3t
Omaha, the “Populists,” as they were called adopted a platform assail
108 the cld parties and demanding free comnage of silver, 2 graduated
Icome tax, gavernment ownersiuP of railways and telegrapbs, shorter
working hours for aty laborers, the nutranse and referendum, direct
election of United States Senaters, postal savings banks, restricted m
mugration, and the Australian ballot The Farmers’ Allance was trying to

Fa
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save the Amencan dream, but a howl of rage and feas went up from
the Eastern capitahsts and af] dependent on them It 1s difficult to under
stand why, wath the excepuon of the freesilver plank, the platform
should have been construed as so subversive of envilization and property
nghts There 1s nothing anv more radscal about government ownership
of railways and telegraphs than there 1s about such ewnesship of canals
and roads and some conservative countries do own them It 1s solely a
question of efficiency and of number of officeholders As for all the
other planks named every one of them has been subsequently enacted
mto our laws erther by State ar Federal statutes or by amendments to
the Federal Constitunion and most of them under the benediction of the
Republican Party, which dly cannot be called ‘ radical

This final revolt of the West must be considered 1n 1ts entirety, and
precisely as were the preceding and successful ones, as a genune pus
along the line of democracy It was not an attack on property, but a
demand that the rights of man should go hand 1n band with the aghts
of praoperty, lest property should cease to be 2 benefit and become &
menace to the generality of men It was all precisely m lne with the
speatfic contributions which every frontier, ever since there had been
one, had been making to Amencamsm Every such push had seemed
dangerous and radical to those who had at each stage menaged to g2
themselves a Iittle mose firmly entrenched m property nghts than had
thewr neighbors As for the silver heresy, such financis) herestes e the
natural products of the debtor frontier condition It had been one of the
gnevances of the American colomes that England had profubited them
from printing as much paper money as they wanted when 4ll the colomes
were a frontier of empire As the forms of cheap money alter ~papet
money, bank notes silver —a debtor class can always be counted o
demand the cheapest As the problem becomes more complex, 118 sobuvon
becomes more uncertain

For many years the silver mime owners whose particular form of cagl
tal on a large scale secmed to demand free silver, had been flooding £5¢
West with hterature educating 1t to the silver form of the he“s(y
The West was not alone, however Such Eastern minds as those of Henty
Adams and the President of Brown Umversity hared the heresy, a; re
Willtam Mchunlev, who was soon ta appear as the standard beﬂl;]ﬂ :V:ﬁ
Republican Party 1m ats assault on the dangerous radieabsm of b:ser e
In fact, 1t 12 by 1o means certam that the stage to-day may n% Jemee-
such a heresy to anse agam The average man In alt our mode;““Hc =
ractes 1s no more of a tramed economist than our Wcs(tierzzf et
3896 With the ummense fall sn the price of silver and ¢

n to
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preduction a
s i ’94: é;’:ﬁ.ﬂ‘\‘f‘\f;l;h]c ];e:)guc of Nanons states wll reach a
wlues of 1918 or 0, with d :]a ed with debts payable m the custency
Dt ne sl hear betore e o b and prade, it may welt be
of the demand for a ‘:ﬂ 194:1. or tha‘t‘ we are a’l,ready beginmung to heay,
15 2 heaper money to c: an rgore setentific” basts for currency~that
of debrs easier fﬂryth duse nflation for trade and make the payment
m;mcfmﬂucroEA;e:;:wr In a sense, Eusope 35 todav the new

efor

m(;n U::;’;":l’:’i ‘-‘l:es story of the final teflux of the fromner on
e 1n thay penod M- must turn to glance at another aspett of our
ke 15 of poliny an 15 no more solely a creature of econormcs than
Sptngs of itics Rehgion and art have always been two of the man
e hi :selus being strange or crude as they sometimes have been As
had booy blen‘ the budding colonual arts of the mud-eighteenth century
with mate, Xlghted by the Revolution and the decades of preoccupaton

o mal expansion over the West In the 1830’ and 1840's there
xal a sudden k) n M N e the st & here
ever, svmz? we have had 1n Amenican letters None of these men, how

E’ncalm the exception of Emerson, had ghmpsed the rea) essence of
to gk, sm and 1ts dream of democracy Hawthorne had harked bach
t  problems of the early Pumtan conscience and was a revenant from

"";fen tunes earhter, though he left us & classic of the Punttan heatt
I ellow was merely a graceful professor hitératens, Thoreau was
S ofad than an bly exreme indidualist Lowell
1 spite of hys el e ool fe
Ordmary A, < a'ner about democracy, peves really understood !
boet 1y American's love of 1t and remamed essenuially the saob at
& om, Whittier, though he gave us a classc of an Amefican proviace in
hknoi" Bound,” was too concerned with the problem of the slive, and
of. :h owell, who would have sacrificed the Tinion becavse of hus dishke
2 South, szsv America too much i ters oF a sectiomafent

Al later, Whitman, as o ane elsc before o alter, caught a vision,
S0 vast he could not master 1t of the whole of America and of its tuml
tu%“s democratic dreams Greas poetry, bt Jawned, was afways the
tesult of 2 national spint, and not the powlege of @ polish’d and select
ow” and ke determined that “mtbout yiekhing an 1nch the working
man and the worhing woman were 0 be 1n my pages from first 0 Jast™

e Greeks had sung of thar gode and the medizval poets of ther
Fords and Jodhee, but a5 he saw 1t ihe yesuficauon and matn purpose of
these Upted Stares” were “plowmg up in eamess the x:ntc’rmlnabig
aterage Eallows of humansty ” Heee 3t Jast was a clear attbmpt to put
nto winged and snging wordy ke suthentic Amencan dream .
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was niot to be merely an old Europe 1n a cruder and less finished setting
Something new had come into being, the belief that something fine and
noble, something higher than the world had ever seen would be har
vested from “plowing up 1n earnest the mterminable average fallows of
humamty ” If Amenca were to make any peculiar contribution to the
Iistoty of the race and not be merely another naton 1 the endless nse
and fall, 1t would be 1 forging out something new and uncommon from
the common man The selfish leader of industry, using the masses o
accumutlate his private milkons, could not see 1t The “statesman,” grown
cynical m deals and commuttees and caucuses, could not see 1t The
comfortable scholar of European tradition could not see 1t It had come
mto being from the wedlock of the common man and the fronter, 2
marnage consummated over and over agam i our history The brood
born from those who dreamed the dream grew and mcreased But there
would be nothing 1n the dream unless the new life for the common man
could be made uncommon unless out of the womb of democracy could
come forth beauty of art and living that should fill the spmt wath glad
ness and make the daily round of living somethmng more than a perpetuat
subduing of the souls wilderness for matenal putposes as we had sub-
dued the wilderness of the contment
Luttle by httle 1t seemed to be nearing us In spite of all the shoddumess
and bad taste of the eighues and ninetres, the latter decade mathed the
hughest pomt we have touched i the Mustration of magszmes for
popular circulation  Abbey, Pennell, Crane, Frost, and others were
Wlustzators who would have been notable m any country Novelists and
story tellers no longer went abroad for their subjects but 2 whole
muluple group—joaquin Miller Bret Harte, James Lane Allen, Joel
Chandler Hartis Marv Wilkins Freeman, Sarah Orne Jewett Geors®
W Cable, Lafcadio Hearn, Mary N Murfree, and others—formed the
*local color school 1n our Lterary history and panted the local scenes
of New England, Virgima, Lowsiana, Kentucky, the Far West, unul the
American reader came to realize the infinste vanety 1 our national umey
Perhaps the most lasting of those named, from a Lterary s!andP"":’
was the New Englander, Muss Jewett, and 1t 15 notable that she Pa‘“}: .
for that section a society that was essentially static and calm o0 tha
suffered no more from the tumult of Amencan hife and uneasy dreami™8
On the other hand the greatest of all came from the West, 3;"“"1“5
pilot on a Mississippt Raver steamboat who assumed for”hls P‘f‘g_ °'_';m
the pilots call in taking s soundings, * Mark Twain TO";‘ ‘:’:mn
Huckleberry Fran, and Innocents Abroad were redolent of the Am
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fe and outlook of the ordinary man Something new had come from the
Watersof “Ol Map Ry e »
da"\“d n the Great Valley something new was suddenly to anse to
p zle us all for g fe months and then disappear like a magic aity
1 Aladdins lamp 1t had been four hundred years since the 1sland
Szvage n the West Indies had watched with mingled fear and cunosity
tfe Janding of the whyte stranger and the unturling of the ensign
o Spain Four shory centunies and now the continent from shore to
$iore was occuped by nearly 65 000 ooo peaple of all races Times were
tdang geting warse but we decided to mwite the nations to jom with
48 celebrating that landing of Columbus on the beach
ﬂcf that httle ssland 1n the Bahamas We planned the Worlds Far at
y 89 Qur sculptors architects landscape gardeners pamters and
thers united and when in 1893 the world came 1t was to hold 1ts breath
T4 moment 1n amazement at a vision of beauty which has rarely been
saualed Compared ywieh 1t the Panis Exposition of 1900 was an mcheate
Jumble of Incongruous monstrosities It was even more a revelation pos
sibly to ourselves than to others We had been busy apparently with
5Hlonting our riches with our contests between capital and labor with
our d ity politics and wath all the welter of a too fast growing material
development and yet men among ourselves had produced this city of
Teams shimmenng begde the lahe whese only a few generations eather
there bad been nothing but the savages and a few traders n furs It had
7sen like a dream and was as transient In a few months the burldings
%ete torn down and the White City evaporated as magically as st had
groun
Itss trye thay the architecture and composition were classical and not
dstinctiely Amencan but the great pomnt was that a dcmolcrc}’dzpf‘a]"
ently wholly immersed in making livings or fortunes"cou s: ::n)t'
fhng up ths thing of beauty for the world and the r]r;x }:orr;ses\vl: et
 5e¢ at from lurle New Lngland farms from small ho g
ugl whns in the South and raw ones in
8y industrial cytes from shabby to
th on of what mught be such as
e West caught for the first ame a vist 3
thy ty which had hitherto been noter
<y had never concerved In the aty
chy £ ats business this thing of form and
'l for the stoclyard brutaly of fung ghmpse of what might he
loveliness had come and gone a flashing g
f our common man democracy as one
den 1y the inchoate vastness o ¢ .
migh d through the heavy enclosing matnix of roug
anlg  Buanpse a dxan:n" vaushes we turn again to the dath round
common stone As
In some ways 1t was a new West and a new South which drew up i

the battle for democracy agnnst the East 1n 1896 It was a West which
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needed far more capital than the earlier ones, for farm machmery cost
money and the modern farmer had to be something of a capitahst lum
self, and at every tum he found humself fighting a corporation—railread,
bank, farm machine mannfacturer, or what not—which was wathout
human form and which seemed to be almost beyond human reach The
anch bug, the grasshopper, the refractory soil, the Indian, and most
of the other enemmes of earlier days had been reachable, but who
could reach these corporations which were everywhere and yet nowhere,
which covered their tracks in bought legislatures courts, charters and
mterpretations of the Constitution protecting property?

The South also was facing new conditions At the Cotton Exposition
at Atlanta 1n 1881, a few of the weavers had come down from the
Appalachian Mountains and showed their hand looms by which a
weaver working ten hours a day could weave eight yards of cloth The
machmery of the modern mlls, which was also exhibuted, could produce
eight hundred yards per human tender 1n the same time, or 2 hundred
fold And the mills had been producing too fast There was world over
production, and the planters found that cotton was no longer bing For
a decade they were 1n sore straits to pay the annual loans made to raise
their crops Nerther West nor South was any Jonger wholly agranan
There were great commercial and mdustral aties m the West, and the
smoling chimneys of the ironworks at Birmmngham and other signs
showed the beginning industriahization of the South

The East also had changed The steady industrializatton of that section
had gone on and vast accumulations of wealth were now dependent on
government favors and spectal prvileges The Supreme Court had been
deading questions wholly 1n favor of the great corporations, and m the
Debs case had even asserted that 1n the absence of statutes 1t had the

power to prevent £ with an unexpemg
stretching of the Constitution which brought profound sansfactiont
ed mfent

entrenched wealth The tanff, which had not only protect
industries but made possible the earning of colossal retums upon ‘i
and watered capital, had been extended to heights undreamed ofh)’
Clay i Ius “Amencan System The East, i a word had come €0 de’r’
tremendous stress not sumply upon the protection of property nghts :Ima“
1aw, as contrasted with the rights of man, but upon what it had gradit ﬂ})”
come to consider 1ts vested nghts m governmental favoriism At €V o
turn, 1n one way and another, 1ts wealth was more and more mm’%’he
depend on legislation and governmental action of various 9"(‘:‘1 s
McKinley tanff of 1890 had resulted i the return of the 13::;“ Tone
182, and the following year the Democratc tariff bill had
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dutes
b s s e o e e o T
berelazed he East were determined that their hold should not
n e hagam sf theveould helpat
ixed 1; n,::}in!gh::he AP’S‘- there had been some 1mpossible nonons
be had become fa und democratic doctnnes and stnvings Economc
sher, followmg so r more complex, however and the wsue of free
Tess thatn” dearn somm 0{‘ the expenence under Cleveland of the “end
fghtened the en n gold bequeathed to lum by the Republicans,
that and of man, n;e credytor class and propedy As 3 result buth of
of the campay nlpu ation, frée silver soon loomed up as the majot wsue
Hanma, 2w gl },m 1896 The boss of the Republican Party, Marens A
Protégd M, d? t{ iy capitalist from Ohio dictated ehe nommation of s
of an hones amley (who was under heavy financial obligations 1o fym
Would ersun sort) for President on the Republican ticket Fhis election.
unfomma“;e';s far as might be, a tanff sausfactory to the East, but
or changy ly he was a free silver man However he had good precedent
the Plani g a religion 1o gain a crown and when nominated he accepted
standard :thhe platform which demanded the preservation of the gold
25 Jeade, e Populists merged with the Democrats and with Bryan
srveen : came out for the free comnage of siiver at the fined rato of
lines, 5 9 one The silver question which had cut sharply across party
P m’m s ’}:‘ the case of Mchinlev himself caused a sphit m both magor
20 I the pro-silyer Republicans passing to the Democrats, and the
splie a edm°<ms nominating a separate ucket Eten the Profubitsomsts
e, 92 put gold and silver candidates m fhe field The Populuts had
l}x;gg(b with the Democrats only with she greatest refuctance, feeling
€ real questions in the campaign other tham thot of silver were
ng completelv overshadowed
Mechinley had stasca a few davs after his nomnauion that the tanff
#as the 15sue, that the money question was becomng unduly prominent,
o that 1 thirty days no one would heas of & In fact, howerer,
10 ess than that tyne one heard nothmg else The East and the moneyed
IMterests everywhere were whipped to Srenay by terrar [ well recall the
members of the Stock Exchange marching w 3 body up Broadway, and
the general sense of untold horrors cvertanaoe, the whole country 1f
Brvan were elected 1 have nevet known. another such waxe of emation
Catchnng up whole communsties fot even aur enitry 1mto the Grest \War
or Armsstice Day Beyan, 1 s famonus but not excempore Cross of Gald
speech had not unly stampeded the Democranc Cenvennion, but made
the gold 1ssue the only one W 1the campaign that was heard of at all
A honest man of extremely limited mind, Bryan eannot for an jnstant
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be considered 1n the same category as the three men—]Jefferson, Jackson,
and Lincoln—whe had led the common people 1 the earher res olts, but
he made a colossal impression The Republican moneybags were bulging,
the great corpatanions pourmg out contnbutions at the nod of Hanna,
whereas the Democrats had nothing According to Mrs Henry Cabat
Lodge, wniting at the time, the McKinley forces had $7,000 ooo agamst
Bryan’s $300,000 The great fight 1s won,” she wrate to Ceal Spnng
Ruce after the election It was 2 fight, she added, “conducted by traned
and experienced and organtzed forces, with both hands full of money,
wath the full power of the press—and of prestige~on one side, on the
other, a disorgantzed mob at first, out of which burst 1nto sight, hearing,
and force—one man, but such a man' Alone, pepmless without backng
without money, with scarce a paper, without speakers that man fought
such a fight that even those in the East can call him a Crusader, an
wspired fanatic—a prophet’ It has been marvelous Hampered by such
a following, such a platform,—and even the men whose names were 0UF
greatest vieapon agamst him deserted hum and Jeft hum to fight alone,
~he almost won We had during the last week of the campuign
18,000 speakers on the stump He alone spoke for hus party, but speeches
which spoke to the mtelhgence and hearts of the people, and with 2
capual P It 15 over now, but the vote 1s seven mullions o 51% mlhons
and a half " *When a man polls as many vates as he has recened for the
Presidency, 1 suppose there must be something 1 Jum " semarhed White-
Yaw Rerd Iess Iynically Or in the cause for which he stood we may ad
1 the man could ehert such comments on the day of wictory from such
hidebound Republicans as Mas Lodge and Mr Reid there must have
been, we mught say, a good deal all around m spite of the hted men
tality of Bryan himself

The campaign 1ssue was smphfied for the avera
who cared lietle about the great network of vested mterests worh;g
behind the scenes for purposes of their own, but everythung for Kd:
safety of his own property and yob o business, which nas in Jeopar! .
from free sdver No one who recalls the campaign 1 the East ?ﬂ
forget the grisly fear that peeped from every ballot box that Novem !
day 1n 1896 For the Democraic voter the 1ssue was only m patt that 1ls
sdver It 1s true that he considered 1t a panacea for many of ‘“Sh:dl
and that Bryan unduly stressed 1t but the wave of frantic emouor; \s\“ o
swept aver the West and South was of the same sott wineh ba P!
ther m eatlier uprisings Gold was only the syrnbol of a W\vﬂc;nlfm
the common man felt to be stranglng both him and his i‘“‘:;ﬁms o
tuss dream of democracy and of the nghts of man agawst the

ge Republican voeT



THE FLAG OUTRUNS THE CONSTITUTION 261

biy
fhe‘:‘?‘: ,T:; col':;lder that the Southern and Western farmers who had
fam l-\nd:;:;e, mml that most mconveruble of 2} forms of property
absurd What the. P eme?;‘ wished to attack the nghts of propesty 1s
B propery o e ning was the nghs 0 ey and employ
those who bt o;hn [bpmden! aitizens getung only a square deal from
but 50 25 that of Hom, of property Their monetary theory was wsong
sersty and 0: ¢ of Henry Adsms President Andrews of Brown U
Repubhican ““;'é""d !"“any conservative Easterners as well as of the
e What did ma Kf I?Wlf Mchanley That was neither here nor
of therr hearts atter for those 1n revolt and matter to the botton
terests ™ a5 h, was that the money power and corporations—"the 1n
nn Am;,‘ ey were begmming 1o be called—should not conquer and
ol g fox the crdinaey evervday common man The demand was
Boyan to 1’"‘;’ and 1f the intelligence of the nation could spare only 2
than on xhea them the reflection was rather on the naton s mtefhigence
not the em Mrs Lodge womanl ke could see only the mdividuzl and
Polmc,anme Reid Like a cortain type of caputahist could see only the
ez n and nat the people What nane heard was the voce of the
25 th CM,; of the American fasmer who had stood behund the stone walls
of '}f 1; coats retreated from Lexmgton and who took pot shots at them
“me armer who had gone to the Connecucut Raver and then to
Konsgs New York and then to Ohio and then to )l nois and then 1o
ms2s or folfowed the same western trek m the South the voce of
carly Americans who had been promused hife hiberty and the put
st of happiness” by Thomas Jefferson while the consenatives of tus
y tassed theiz eyebrows and sealed questtonngly
1t hud been the frontier of each succeeding epoch from which that
¥0ce had always nsen most clearly and emphat cally When the forces
of each generacion had accumulated to the bussting pomt 1t had been
heard and listened to But 1n 1890 the government Thad noted briefly
thot the frontier was ended Jn 1896 for the first nme a revolt of the
Fonter faled Something bad gone
new had entrenched rself ags not anack Lo tbe East when the newns was
known the morning after election there was wild ubilation
In the West “Ol Man Raver salted sombrely to the Gulf Yes the
East was tight on gold and sound cursency 25 w had ah_‘ ays been except
in the earlsest days when it Jself was England s “West and 1t had been
4 swore than that This dream that “Ol

heretical but there 1as so mC
Man Ruves” had heard his chifden decarmng for so long this dream

that a¢ lasy man was fo be werth mote than gold what was 1o become
of that? What of thar boy “\fack Twan ™ who had known and unde
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stood hum so well and done so much, and then had gone East, butten,
to make a fortune like others, and who was now strugghng with bank
ruptey and Shylock creditors? What of 1t all? Across the Gulf m Mexco,
Spaniards had come long ago for gold, and more gold But “Ol Man
Ruver’s” children had dreamed of better things as well Was it only 2
dream after all? Could they not be sansfied with the gold of munes and
forests and fields and honest commerce without digging 1t from the
souls of men? And* O Man Ruver” rolled on to the Gulf

In spite of the fact that the Repubhcans had been elected by the
terror of a repudiation of the gold standard, they warted three years
and a half before passing any legislation on the subject,—1n the Cur
rency Act of 1goo,~but 1mmediately on election McKinley apnounced
that he would call Congress 1 special session to raise the tanff The bill
presented by Congressman Dingley, m accordance with the mandates
of the manufacturers, passed the House aftera purely perfunctory debate
of a fortmght m spite of the protests of such men as Worthmgton G
Ford, chuef of the Bureau of S , as to 1ts €con d
The people, having been paniched by the bogie of the currency, Wer¢
rewarded for ther votes with an increase 1n the cost of hving As
Mr Ford said, many of the new rates were not merely protective but
prohubitive, and the new tanff had emphasized a change 1 policy from
revenue with incidental protection to protection with ncrdental revenue

At the entrance to the Gulf of Mexico, only 2 ‘hundred miles due
south from the tip of Flonda lay the large and nch wsland of Cuba
still an the possesston of Spamn after four centuries Its population w35
chiefly made up of Scotch, English, and American planters of sugar an 3
coffee, of some pureblood Spamards, and of 2 great mass of mIXe
bloods compounded of Spamsh, negro, and Indian On the one hands
there had been bad mustule by the Spamards for many years On ¢
other, many of the Cuban revolutiomsts—who warred, from time €0 tme
1n the worst South Amencan fashion agamnst the ruhng power—=Were ?:
corrupt as the Spaniards themselves In 1895, one of the mtermnd
revolutions was started agam, and Spain named as Governor 2 ?‘
bolled” army general, Weyler, who adopted an unstatesmanlike p’-:l:?’
of repression The sympathy of the Amencan public—always sc"s’d
as we have noted, to the under-dog complex —was deeply ’"";se u"z
the newspaper accounts of Weyler s atrocities ‘We have always fed' q“ 1y
srrespective of local conditions and characterstics, that any 81¢ €
people 15 not 0‘111):' entitled to self §ovt3mment, b:e!h:;'PAs 1 watch

altruistic and but g 10 have
10
the income account of a large sugar estate, In which I happen¢
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persona 1
one hand ;:‘desl:’ bemi bled by bribes ta the Spamish anthonties on the
aher 1o kew thy et heavier blackmarl by the Cuban “patniots” on the
snd dollarg l;t ae;“mf "J{:’ purning the Sagar cane —sometimes ten thou
301y back toom of e bemg paid to therr representatives an the thid
)stce seem, do a building 1n Frant Street, New York —the scales of
to those whgeh o me somess hat more evenly weighted than they did
Affayry dnfz:daugm of the Cuban *patnots” m terms of our 1726
toward the eng ofn néand’ partly i view of the strong Amencon feeling
"‘fﬂﬂunately — ’h %7, Spain promsed home rule to Cuba and reform
nd while g anchoga,h :ent a battleshup, the Marme to Havana harbor,
 explosion, g ol c;c, Onf February 15 1898 she was blown up by
the publie S, use of which has never yet been ascertamed by
bunat gng a;iam ummediately urged nvestiganon by an mpartial tr
for bt lftm!lon We declined both though we had always stood
nnounced muh}:::hmﬂtaog;] disputes An Amenican invesngating board
USide 3 Spamich 1 ; that the ship had been blown up from the
Which hag o oard which was not permutted to visit the ship and
Blown up b fudge from the outside announced that she bad been
anem)h:g );:‘et":al ;Xplosmn Subsequently the United States
fis0n will ever T tawed out to sea and sunk so deep that no com
Iflamed 1 et be able to investigate her again
neanwhyle h:& the yellow newspaper press led by Hearst the public
ecretary of th, gone mad Roosevelt always hellicose and then Assistant
e World 1 Navy, demanded that the Spamards be drven from the
Would dyg IcKinley was for peace but was weal. and feared that he
Tuammy Bt the Republican Partv and mterfere with the smooth
20 emf, machinery of tanf mahing and other nteresting Funetions of
ngon e;; if he tried to lead the ountry and stem the nde of nsane
ave s:‘ € noted a year later that if he had been left alone he conld
denty D;"Y}fd the withdrawal of Spam from Cuba without a war Prest
Some of ;le Unuted States can hacdly expect to “be left alone,” but
Jobn Ad‘ em have had the courage to stand alone and to lead as dd
o b lams when he saved us from war with France What Mckanley
the ,d WEVer, was true enough When he sent an ulimagum to Spamn
ay after the Amenican commussion reported that the Mame had
Qe" blown up from the outade (which even 1if true did mot neces
aly determine that 1t had been by the orders or conmuvance of the
Pamsh ), General Woodford whom 1 happened to know
2nd who was an honest man cabled to Mckinley within forty-erght

Bars that Spamn knew Cuba was lost that she was willing to fet her go
*nd do everyrhung possible to placate the United States es rapudly as
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mght be with svaiding 1 m Spam atself Shortly
after that he cabled agam that he could secure, before August 1, the
acquiescence of Spam i erther the sndependence of Cuba or even
the annexation of the 1sland to the United States, and that Spamn was
Ioyally ready to make any concesqon The next day after recewing this
cable, McKunley sent a message to Congress asking for a declaration of
war Perhaps he had been too deeply stung by Roosevelt s remark that
be *had no more backbone than a chocolate éclair,” and so proved the
Positive 1n trymyg to prove the negatve
Senator Lodge wrote to Roosevelt, who had contemplated the capture
of the Philippmes six months earhier, that we intended to have Porto Rico
and he thought that the admuustration was “now fully commtted to the
large policy which we both desite ” The frontier was closed, but Porto
Rico and the Philippines, with a population of over ten milhons and
enormously rich natural resources, were good pickings Congress not
mentioning these matters, promptly passed a self-denying ordmance an
nauncing to the world that we had no intention “to exeraise soverergaty,
Junsdsction, or contyol gver Cuba, and that after 1t had been pocified
we would leave the government and control of the 1sland to its people,”
a statement nullified by the insistence later on Cubas accepting the
Platt Amendment which gave us coaling stations on the 1sland for out
navy, the nght to mtervene 1n her affairs for the preservation of ocder,
and a veto over both the diplomatic and the fiscal relations of the Cuban
govenment with any foreign power Recently, in our dispute with the
Gunard Line about running shups between New York and Havana we
took the ground that such business was our own “coastise commerce
Yet, when it comes to the tanff on sugar, Cuba 1s an mdependent forergn
State Tt would appear to have been given its wdspendence By
us on rather anomalous terms, and would probably hase been far more
independent had General Woodrord seeured that independence by 1
gotiation, as he could have dane, instead of McKimley's secunng 1t by
war But 1n that case we should not have got Porto Rico an ‘i‘;
Philippines, Roosevelt would not have had the chance to take his “Rovs
Ruders” for the “charge on ‘San Juan Hill and would likely not hne
been President, and many things would have been different for us ®
well as the Cubans
Of the war 1tself, nat much needs to be said "The Spanish na"y “f:

old and 1n bad shape Dewey became a national hero for a few Tn‘rﬂ
by defeating the part of the Spamish fleet m Mamla Bay, 2nd A’:‘w
Cervera was defeated when he tried to make a dash out of the d' be

of Santiago m Cuba The land forces were eastly orercome, and ¢
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whole affa
was recewl:a“:f{; lim;éc‘ “Q‘h”“‘ caunting the real odds, every victory
wsmanagemen ;’: enthusiasm, Ktmpergd },y the scandyls of gross
seases ¢ 10 the army and the beavy tolls of deaths by preventable
By th
\’ln:: mﬂmﬁ;:t Ulfwoctubet, the pedce commissioners svere meeting 11
ber md‘P"’dZ’n‘ce 5;3'}’ which would end the affar Cuba recened
165 to years la!,er ang’mgs ufkwhlch were to be clipped by our Con
Spam $20,000 000 o we took Porto Baco and the Philippines, pay1ag
Flipino Whea 9; lt;r the latter, ot about two dollars apiece for eac!
Yon rouch g the Peace Treaty was presented to the Senate for sanfica
Doreign tem'z;pos mgn had developed 111 the country 10 the annexation of
20d who c‘oulfiy nhabited by peoples who did pot speak our Jangu2ge
tanfied only af UOS‘ be assimulated to our mshtupons The treaty was
thar ¢ Wnuii bterdl enator Lodge had pomted out to Ius fellow Senators
ated at Parss, ¢ disgraceful not to ranfy what the President ad negon-
cccason f , an oprmon whach he was convemently to farget on anothet
Dsobeen enty years later when another President, Mr Whilson, had
Mosy egotiating at Pans
there “ex‘mﬂcms had enjoyed the war wnmwensely There was 00 draft,
000 we anly 223,000 velunteers In service out of a populenon of
Compete; o, and the casuslties were shght We overlooked the gross 18
nfles, “x:ce of the army chuefs and such mfles 25 that, owmg to nfenor
C ook 6500 Amencans thrce hours to subdue oo Spentards at
ad v:ley Victones seemed to come as easily 23 picking npe strambernes
Epot ¢ et amused at making Germany aDgTy and pleased to have
omd Lom AL, Eree eum 1 eis hstory, volungazily CORE ax'x‘& s(azn;ll by

. Lt

Yerewach Dewey
e spoils of the war, howeves, Jeft us with new problems In some
Respects, such as the efforts of Major Walter Reed and later of Major
W C Gorgas, which completely e vtermmated the dreaded ScOUTEE of
Jellow fever, we accomplished 2 ‘notable amount of good for all the new
islinds 1n our possession and our admmistration, hough far from faw

tended with good results

ess, has on the whole been excellent apd 21
O we tmore amxion 10 be gaveaned by us

fact that eyen when people WaTt Wb~
capable of 1t—u hen we vern thert

want 10gov
Before these new acguuiton® we tad saized only empty land —for
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Indans never counted,—and the land when filled with our own settlers
could be carved up into Terntones to become States Possibly that could
eventually be done with Porto Rico, but the Phiippines were different
Dud the Constrtution apply to these ten mullions or so of “little brown
brothers,” as Mr Taft called them? Were the new possessions part of
the United States or not, and 1f not, what 1n the world were they?

As might have been surmised, the question assumed an immediate
practical aspect through the tanff The Amencan sugar producers de-
manded a tanff on imported sugars from the 1slands, but how could this
be placed on them 1f they were part of ourselves? I understand that at
present the mdependence of the Filipinos 15 being advocated so that this
question can be settled satisfactonly to Amencan producers and pro-
Tubitwvely for the Filipinos It emerged at once i 1899 If we had hadan
unwtten and elastic constitution hike the Bnush all might have been
easy sailing but we had a written document which had always to be
mterpreted with some dynamute to allow us to annex new ternitory, and
which assuredly gave us no light at all on how 1t would allow us to
govern ten million people who did not want us to govern them whom
we did not intend to make atizens, and whom we did so much want to
tax
In 1901 the problem was passed on to the Supreme Court, and 1t was
found, as Mr Dooley said that no matter whether the Constitution
follows the flag or not, th Supreme Court follows the illichion returns
By a decrsion of five to four, even the five disagreemng among themselves
as to the reasoming by which they had arnived at ¢ eir partial unantmity,
1t was decided for us that Porto Ruco 15 a termma-y appurtenant-but
not a part—of the United States* So that was that, and the rest followed
What we had we meant to keep, and we meant to Jo as we liked (f)"‘
new population was judictally declared to be netther Amencan nor for
eign, because, ag Mr Dooley also said  the flag was so Inely no con
stitutron conld follow 1t and survive *

‘What interests us particularly here 1s that for a generation and 'f"o::
our pohtical philosophy had been showing a marked divergence (ro
that of the days of the Declaration of Independence and the dral él:ﬁ
of the Constitution The first major breakdown had come with d;e lhy
War It had always been an anomaly that with our political phi mo::n‘
asserting that government denves 1t Just powers only from the C}T“as
of the governed, we had held three million slaves 1n subjection -
sull more of an anomaly that when five million or more white & -

d them to setul
no longer consented and withdrew we forcibly oblige bout ten
And now we had taken on over a mullion 1 Porto Ruco and 2
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mullion 1 the Far East, and the latter, who had been bought for cash
#lat From consenting, had staged an insurrection which had had to be
Pitdonm sarha very bloody hand
Mchunley had been oy erwhelmingly reelected m 1900 with the Cuban
xl:::yhm' Roosevelt, a5 Vice President, and the country had endorsed
- ar and the annexations, and the Supreme Court had had to rational
dat f‘“i\“w’"‘ﬂl How difficult was the feat was shown by the fact
l!znéad’ {r Justce Brown was parodied as saymg, the decon was
The ed down by the mine Justices, “dissenting fr'm me an’ each other ”
o Yb could do nought else, but deep gashes m a pational political pht
mP %1 r a constitution do not heal without leaving marked scars any
hadre then they do n 2 man s body The old Americanism of the frontier
. Erown from belief that in the early days we had meant what we sad
them e announted that just government could only be by consent of
d&?!emed, and that all ctizens were entitled to certam nghts We
o _’”Wﬂys had to shut one eye when we looked at the negro, and after
285 we had hud to shut st also when we looked at the South and those
Ln 1t who objected to bemg “reconstructed * We had had slaves, and we
uad had “rebels,” and now over 1o per cent of our population weré
Subjects ™ Tt was gettng a bit hard to mamtamn the fietion of the free
220 giving tus free consent to a free government and of that were no
721 10 be held by us as the one infalbble political philosophy for
edom, might not the mmroads on the old conception extend yet further?
¥ the slaves were to do as the masters told them because they had the
Poster, and the South were to o as the North said because st bad the

Power, and our sslandess were to do as we said because 1e had the power,
- 1 shalk o cifizens and the corporations

b + pder Hamulton had evidently
" Jefferson on his halltop at

Monticell © o
n March 2, 1901, " * .

;he formanion of the

ater stated that s amended capital would e b1 o
“Billiondollar trust” had come On September 6 President McKinley
was shot by a mentally unsound anarchust, and on his death, e:Eh: days
later, Roosevels became President of the United Statcs and ats “Insular

Ossesstons "
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THE AGL OF THE DINOSAURS

In what 15 known as the Jurassic period m the geological fustory of
the earth there suddenly developed i the course of ammal evolution 2
vast number of huge reptdes which numbered among thewr speaies
the largest ammals ever hnown some of them fifty feet long or mo®
A forturtous combinatian of evalutonary factors produced these D¢
tulers of the sea land and atr which by sheer bulk physicah suengths
and sveapons of offense seemed desnned, once they had appeased, 1
domunate the world They roamed the continent sons before ouf story
begins and esen now thest fossilyzed skeletons in our musenrms of temdy
1ng size and with gaws filled with two hundred or morc teath appall us
But nature proved that mere size was not 3 hnal factor n development
and somehow these colossal crearures faled 1n efficiency and adjpspmest
and passed from the scene

In the same way m our awn age a combsation of elements suddenly
brought ito existence n our socral and economic world buge busioess
combinations m the form of corporations of a huherro undredm ;’
size which seemed destined fike the dmosaurs of old 1o xule the fand In
bulk strength and weapons of offense 1t appeared that nothog to¥
oppose them Whether they also will develop weaknesses in effiieacy
and adjustment for which their mere bulk 15 o compensahon ‘1‘!1\:
disappear m their turn 1s as yet an open queston 1S probable that n
Atrosaurs passed because of lack of bran power The dificuley of supP's
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mg our
"imo:ﬁ;r:;m}:oml; monsters with sufficient power of mtellectual
utcome may be i b::: ready become evident Whatever the eventual
Jrmyg mdmdua’l wh me clear to the smaller but intelligent and hfe-
at there was asﬁ ;nezn ;,};ese new colosst suddenly rose among them
Rorthlvng ght to be waged for all that they had fele made e

The
m‘?:‘::i :t]acrersn DS:eel Corporation was merelv the greatest among
t 5300 formerly d nsters A conservative estimate m 1904 showed
%2k 3 capttaf of $ 1stinet plants had been combined into 318 trusts
il of 2 Jar, 7,246,000 ooo, whereas another estimate placed the
While these mf}i’ number of combsnatons at over $20 0oo 000 0OC
st omes, el mations were bemg effected m the ndustnal world
¢t more m'&na 1nating compenition, Wwere gomng forward 1n rairoads
Janhing yord Q;:g}‘lvas the of power proceedmg m the
2 descrrbed ’n Wwhich even the conservative capitahstic Wall Street Jour
2t Cotmes fm:n ‘9D‘3] as “not merely a nopmal growth but concentrauon
o secutre mop, combrmation consohidation and other methods employed
20t been aly opolistic power Not only this but this eoncentration s
“ncentrayo mg the lines of commercial banking The great banks of
Onnected “n : re i close alllance with financial imterests ntimately
rgely s "‘{ promonon of 1mmense enterppses many of them being
ongrof Dpfcz‘u ative 1t added that the banhing power was passing 10 the
stock pr, en who were less mterested 10 leginmate ‘banhing than

All of th n, watering and )

mremgl‘ ese pet mammoths were controlled 1D the last analysis h:é an
o the 1\)1’ small group of men mostly m New York City T;e mem! 1:;5
LTI organ and Rockefeller groups togethet held 341 durectorshups
anks, railroads msusance and othe? cosporations having agere
In an after dinver

ate
82t tesources undes thetr contyol of §22 24> 99° 59°
le of declanng that it

speech one of the group made the ractical Tptd
d been said thar the business of the United States was thert controlled
nd thuy the statement was true

by twel
e men of whom he was one &
™. wwhom 38 deleted from the prnted report
)

Framds wAS

of

an “

SUcn cotossal power concent v =

Whether e consader the resousees and income 3t ther commana, the
ders and acts of the miffions of persons

l>"P)l:lancn affected by their o

1 therr dy

4 r ua'ctemploy ndwsdastly, collectnnels the stude of
s leaders 15 linan} f

the

oy
rom

q y
Mentality of the new bustv



270 EPIC OF AMERICA

a social point of view Charles Francis Adams, who as President of the
Union Pacific Railtoad had known many of them well, wrote of them
that he never cared to meet one agam m this world or the next, “nor 15
one of them assocrated 1n my mind with the 1dea of humor, thought, or

refinement A sct of mere money getters and traders, they were essentially
- e e , - e . B
Leevery

Vander

balt, Jay Gould type of the preceding generation For one thing manners
had improved in the nation at large, and for another, a type of corporation
lawyer had developed which would have scomed to have clients resert
to such spectacular rawness as Jay Goulds prnting press for “tllegal”
stock certificates, fight to New Jersey with hus money, and the rest of
the melodramatic incadents of the post-Civil War period Whenever posst
ble the new hands were gloved Moreover, that odd dichotomy of the
mind of great American business men had begun to show rtself on the
grand scale What they might do as men and what they might do as
business men  bore hittle mora] relation to one another A man might be
a pirate 1n business and a beneficent god m bestowing gifts on hus natie
village or on some pet chantable or educational institution
For example, one well known Wall Street man who bore the nickname
of Hell Hound 1n the financial world was worshiped by lus paitte
villagers and a few other beneficanies of hus golden duppmgs Andrew
Carnegie, who had fought s workmen’s reasonable demands for better
ling conditions and had replaced native Amercan labor by foreign
umimugrants for the sake of more complete cantrol over their de
had begun to distrrbute mllions for hus ibranes buyng a cheap no
on terms 5o onerous that more than one town of aty, including the o7
n which I happened to live, dechned to accept the money 11 accordinc
with them Even before he had sold his works to the United Stateé Steel
Corporation his personal share of the profits had begun © amount 2
more than $25 000 0co anmually Rockefellers imcome %as apparenty
much greater than that, and he who had been ruthless business als0
began to scatter largess among the people 1n Tus non bustess hour:]
Pechaps the broadest and most constructve mind of the whole €2

was that of the elder Morgan One would venture to ‘nterfere with B
only at the penil of one’s financial life, vet he could be sngulathy genere®
on oceasion, as I have good reason to hnow One day there was? mnﬂ‘z
pamc m Wall Steeet, and after nsing to an nterest 1ate of 1 pet ”";x
day, or 365 per cent annually, money disappeared There was non¢ u:nv
had on any terms even for the borrower with the most it edged secu!

stinies
toriety
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g{ f}a-;he! had ta have $50,000 before three o'clock, or his firm would
e could not get a dollar from any banh, though his collateral
:C;lr:tz;{‘;s of the soundest As a Jast resort he went with an introduction
money Whgan’ who was a total stranger, but who at once lent hm the
5 Mg en on leaving, after an nterview which had lasted scarcely
Morgan ‘es’hmy father asked hum what the rate of 1nterest would be,
et Vllt out Ioohng‘ up from the papers to which he had already
charge :p ‘e: gruflly, *Sre per cent—Morgan and Company never
father, ore than that * Morgan had not the shghtest interest in my
Stormny the falure of whose house would ot have left a npple on the
o l}; waters of Wall Street that day The gesture was that of & monarch
Morzarfnle‘ts annnocent man from death, and passes to other things
any of ahﬂne in that day made such gestures As contrasted with lum
1 the other great” bankers, with whom 1 was occastonally mived
P 11 episodes as mbmately personal as the above had the souls of
Pusheast pedders
o H:n there were the so called Empire Builders men of the type
asall :;: mman and Hill, the railway magnates Different 1 many respects
there €S Men were, they had certam trauts in common For one thing
Vittue %25 the American 1dea already noted that there was somehow
which l}? T]‘mg money and developing the country as fast as possible,
thing ¢ 3 as 1ts corollary the behef that the mamn pomnt was to get 2
T 8 Cone regardless of how 1t was done or s lerger socsal mmplicanons
fm:! hag become a marked Amencan charactenstic mhented from th;
n Rm get nch quick and develop fast state of mind It was as market
ead 90%evelt, who fought the big business leaders as 1t was m those
2cexs themselves We shall note Later is grab of the Panama Canal
ﬂn’::[" Ut may quote here his alleged remark when cxrcumvhenltmg
Ty, :Of Congress regard to the building of the canal Damn the A}\IV
veres the canal bule * That was precusely the spinit of the men who
e ruling the world of busmess 1n America at the same peor
Wath thys Spint went an autocratc belief in ther own nght o rule the
(P;qp]e’ to develop the country when and where 1t swited their own
,-:e:;men“* by methods of thewr own choosmg and to prevent any
<Tence of any sort with their own plans—n a word, to become
nesolent despots, 1f we grant them the courtesy use of the adjectne
0, 1n the great conl stoke of 1902, the men were strihing against
Igross abuses of power on the part of the owners, the spokesman of the
~ver, George F Baer, declared, “The nghts and mterests of the laboring
220 will be protected and cated for, not by the labor agitators, but
the Chrstian men to whom God 1n His infinite wisdom has gnen
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the contral of the property mterests of this country and upon the success
ful management of which so much depends Hamultontanism had gone
full circle to divime nght and the nghts of man n the Declaration of
Independence had collided with the new doctrme of the damty that
doth hedge a caputahst 1f he 15 big enough To such men the Amencan
dream wasdnvel
The Harmltonan system had run completely amuck having lost 1ts
balance wheel But could the Jeffersonan one function any better? What
was left of that base of free farmers owning their own homes and lands
on which Jefferson had rested 1t? In 1500 our population was about
76 000 voo OF this number somewhat less than 5 000 000 Were classe
as farmers and planters 2 §50 coo as wage earning farm hands another
2550000 as wage earners in domestic and personal service over
3000 000 1n trade and transpertation and nearly 19 0o coo m mand
facturing and mechanical pursmits Over 6 000 000 persons Over ten years
of age were wholly illterate and more than half of these were not
mmugrants but natwe-born Amencans The comparatively smple social
and governmental problems of 1787 had become so overwhelmngly com
plex that 1t 15 a question to-day whether we or any other nation ar¢
gong to be able to solve them by intelligence or whether we shall become
the victims of uncontrolled forces In the early days men recerved 2
political education n town meetmgs and most of their problems vv,er;
close to their homes By 1900 the organization of the political system hat
become such that 1t seemed to run with as httle chance for the m
dinidual to mfuence it as the dynamo in a central power plant ¢
The fact was though we did not recogmze 1t then and do not wa}l;l

to today that the forces let loose by the Industrial Revolution and t};
age of applied science were causing new patterns 0 be made u;‘ lno
nations patterns 1 which cooperation and socialization on 2 ht f] d
undreamed-of scale would have to replace to a great extent the zﬂ
mdwidualism of the erghteenth century and of that Amenican ;xunm
which had continued that century for us long after the calen “m:r
proclaimed 1t ended The Amencan workman the factory wege € ang
the horde of salaned men m corporation emplov the farmer m,;nnn
wheat m hansas and selling st n London or Bombay 1 compeu[ -
with Russia or the Argentine the caputalist controlling bitlions ess o
sources 1n enterprises that affected vitally the Irves and happn he
mllions of men women and chuldren—all sull dreamed :Jf lmEn“gh"
individuahstic lives of the colontal Amenican farmer of l\ew“ > cgn .
or Vigimia Each group felt stself hampered by the OS‘I‘C:S found that
Oregonan who wanted to develop the intenot of s State
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 Hargmy,
redy to d:s‘;":l‘l:szll}uwhno one to build a rarkroad 1nto 1t unsl he got
o he magnates When ‘hﬂe was heated resentment agamst the power
Northern Secq the government stepped 1n, as in the dissolutien
butter} fhes railway merger, the magnates would complain
7 3 did Hill aguinst Rooseselt, sa
2 business men should has % , saying 1t was outrageous that the
alienturers who hay o e to “fight for our lives against the political
ur traming and ed:c:‘ e! d}‘:“e anything but pose and draw a salary
e folkways amd Lie ‘:)On ad not fitted us to solve the new problems
O traning, had gl) be, about us, which properly constitute a large pan
Uon money made “le']:l‘m the side of ndwidualism ruthless compen
0l results of g, djws 5] by any methad, d:ilega!d of Jaw and of the
Azenship A for ou :‘Jl:ou acs We lezined ‘patriotism  but not good
tothe mark whep he :a d k education,” Woodrow Wilson came close
€ tamn nobod, Ln 1 1907, You know that with all our teaching
ncbady > Hamllzo you know that wath all our instructing we educate
Ig o grasp al?m"‘m was breaking down because the powerful were
the nation waq ll”Wer Jeffersomanism was breakmg down because
Petene 1o no longer composed of freemen and freeholders com
forces g grapple with the problems of their socral and
Petens fm::;“’“v by which we had thought to keep the electorate com
ofvalueg g “government was breaking down because we had no scale
¢ st best 1o real objective 1n our educauonal system For the masses
ive thes 1t had become a confused jumble of “book learning” that
iy xgenher values 10 strive for nor that hnowledge and mtellectual
p)emyg ;’V h‘d‘ mught have been of belp 1n understanding the com
mcnc: the forces with which they had to deal mtelhgends Yet the
e n dream was still chershed 1 millions of our hearts ot Jeast
v the common pegple of farm and factory and shop and nightly so
bmad’ Weh needed was 2 leader with sympathies and understanding as
bad b:S 15 vision might be keen How deeply the peaple felt thar need
en shown 1n their whole hearted devotton to Bryan for us dermtoc
Ty and Ius belief 1 the American dream, in spite of hys errors—intellec
12, socral, economue
Pa € nation was sti] sectional m that the North South West and
H 1fic Coust had each sts own demands and types of life but the fronber
k“d gone, and the country was fast beng integrated OF the raway
ngs for example Hammman ruled has Westem system from New York
Fll Jus from Minnesota, and Hunungton his from Califorms The
Problems had become national as well as scenonal The most pressing
of these was the conflict not so much between capual and labor as be-
fween the ordimary small Amencan—whetber laborer, farmer, or small
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shopheeper—and the new class of great magnates wha had come 10 look
pon the country as therr personal Property to be run according to therr
own ideas Beyand the fiest ten of twenty mlhons which they accumu
fated for themseles, they were not so much Justhul for woney as for
pover and resources wath which to “play the game” It was much g
sate feeling that makes a bog's heass thob as he races bus cor with an
other, at highty ilegal speed and sk, and waos Inodentally, as 1n the
case of Harruman and bis rebabuditation of the Union Pacific they might
perform services by which the whole commucuty benefited On the othes
hand, they might wreck propezties, o5, 1 thesr struggles occasionally
agamst each other, destroy any number of smaller men Mespwbile
through conteal of the great corporations, they controlied the destinies
ok mullians of us Many who had nevex heard the darkes singiog 1 the
South would hase at once £zt the stng 1 the words

The old bee males de honeg-camb,
The young bee makes de honey,
Colored folks pant de cotton ar’ com,
And de whute fotks gitsde money

On every hand the ordinary Amenican catizen was uneasy and MREE
abour for feadershp 1 the fight apamst “the susts”~whuh meant
appasently unreachable controls aver hus darly life and busmess. d

Suddenly the shac was fixed 1 Buffala whneh llled McKunley ms
made Roosevelt President Reform was already 1m the ai, but ;hc;e 2::
3 nattonal teader La Follette had for years been domg ae \mh)ms
he was distrusted my he East a5 a demagogue and huis Suf“s:(,{:n
ebiefly confined 1o the Noshwest R It was a5 yes SOmEY Yecks
anknown quantity w spuee of fys cageer as Govemor of b;w&m‘
Aswstant Secrerary of che Navy and 1 aunor offices e ba 2 New
reformer ang had acquired populanty in the Spanish War BW“ much
Yorher of moderate wealtl and gaod socral postron, T bad sper [
bme on his ranch m Dakota 4 had won I hterary laurcls
Wonang of the West et

1t s00m became evsdene that, although a party man, the ,.e‘\‘v ‘;"izlo{n’f
mtended to pursye ug own policaes and not to be ruled by ¥ CS ot
Commitiee and us chairman My Bust grear opposunsty casse rn coned?
of the Notthwestera rarto.ay sytaatian The Hamman gﬂmpé! sot been
of the Umon Southern Pacfic Iines, angrv because they br?imsﬂ“ #ll
allowed a half anterest sn the Bushington system by the fie eara? 8
group, made a migannc plap to capture the Nonherm P“Z purchast
a half mtevest i the Buchngtan) frowm there mals by oo
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the stock mark
Northern Paagz thse‘jf::!;tm story, culminating for the public m the
ofbours half the firms i Wi lf;mc of May o, 101, when for a couple
nnals decided to 211 Steeet were insolsent, 15 well known The
i Company premise, and from the the Northern
nder the

ously illega] ﬁ,n:gx“s‘ Act, the lawyers considered 1t would be danger
Bacic nto one mlge the competmg Great Northemn and Northern
considered t: berY, But evolved the 1dea that one owner could not
formed tn Nevw Je[s:ﬂnspu'mg with himself A holding company Was
exchange of 12 Ly with a capatal of $450,000,000 which bought by
hanng 3 large stock the controlling mterests of both Lines Haroman
t%0 Southern ::[em“ m the new company as well as control o} the
suceessful, lhem{ nscontinental roads IF this legal mck should prove

The Northowest, o evsdently nothmg left to the Ants Trust Act
ome by a sub!: sft' which saw 1ts two compening roads thus mer
atement bec; uge, legal or not, was up i arms at once,
Roosevelt haw me inense by the end of 1901 The followmg March
gvernment br:g %One over the case with Attorney General Knox, the
Winnung 1ts Suxrg\\‘] action for the dissolunon of the merger eventually
ving an act ;hln 2 short time the President also succeeded m
such cases ag:mE hby Congress which gave prionty 1t the courts to
Crtmunatory rebmr 'be trusts, and another forbidding unfar and dns
the Departrmen a‘? y ratlroads to favored shippers In February 1903
astat m the éob Coeamerce and Labor was osgantzed, 11s head having
Interests of th abinet with the duty of watchmg over the economic
East and We. [e people at large The ordmary small Amencan SI€D,
whose poy 15 , felt that he had at last found a defender 1n the Presdent,
elec pulanty became unbounded and who was overwhelmmgly Te
tedin 1904
bu:g:sl:l;:‘only the Western farmer who was grateful for 3 new leader,
Northern § 1ng class m the East as well In the same year m which the
stake 1 }f‘“nues Company was sued, there occurred the great coal
Mitchell the anthracite felds, under the able leadership of John
dmac:e; which continued for months without violence By his Bne
and great ability, Matchell had won the devaon of the men,

mo:

fo:tiy forergners, m the mnes [t wasn the course of this strike, tutterly

ghs by the owners, that Baer made the remark already quoted asto the
4 for by the Chnstian men to whom

ughts of the worlungman being care
N ba\m His wisdom had gven the propeity of the United States In
lad sung by the men we gt the pott of view of another sort of
encan

ged mto
and the
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Now you know Mrke Sokolosky~

Dat man my brudder

Now me belong t union, me good citizen

For seven year, me Livin’ here

Indisbeeg America

Me workin’ o de Prospect,

Worlan’ Dorrance shaft, Conyngham, Nottingham 1
Every place like dat

Waorkin 1n de gangway, workin 1n de breast,
Labor every day, me never get a rest

Me got plenty money, mine hundred, maybe ten,
So sherike hin come, like son of a gun—

Me Johnny Mitchell man!

The owners, considenng thar God had given them their propesty,
which they beld in the form of great corporations, absolutely declmned
to employ men who dared to form themselves mnto a union to combme
their own resources of labor, which perhaps more nghtly God might have
been considered to have given ther, mto an orgamzation for greater
effectiveness to meet the corporations on more even terms As the summer
passed and autumn came the deadlock continued Public anety W;‘l}l
the winter coming on, was acute, and sympathy was largely with the
miners, who were behaving well Roosevelt had determuned to send the
army into the fields and mme coal for the public, appointing 2 commis
ston to consider the case 1f the owners continued obdurate At last they
yielded so far a5 to meet Matchell with the President 1n the Whte House
There the owners and the President became so angry at each other th;l
nothing was accomplished, Muchell, as the Prestdent afterWﬁ:d; ’;‘a
rtted, being the only one who kept his temper and his head, duthc
fortmught later the owners yielded to public opinyon and submitte
dlspute to a commussion resumtng work at the mines won

In one way and another for the next four or five years P“b_!“: atte]nuo n
was contmually occupred with the problem of *big busiess” 1 162 "
to the ordinary citizen In 1904 Miss Tarbell published het H““;)"
the Standard Osl Company, which gave the people a sound, alocur:f o
account of how that trust hed acquired its power Revelations o
porate musdoing came cut from gme 1n time mn offictal mqti‘s‘“l on
court proceedings Disgusting scandals were Jard bare 1n the 1nv v 'r,: ol
of the great msurance compantes, 1t was found that the f’!:f;ww [

Company of Indiana was recetving rebates in spite of !

1 Names of collienies
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u:% th:,assul%a: LTmst‘, not cmjl,tem with ats practical monopoly and high
wderwesghing gt : docks No the g by paying dunes on
hezper mdgaz% m:( ocks Novelists, journalists, and the new and
‘muckrakyng ‘:;Si]a contributed their share to what came to be called
mOngenn, gtb though this tended to degenerate wnto mere scandal
public Ccf;'sa e revelations which were authentic served to arouse the
gomng :r':ce and resentment Amenca for the first tme was be-
Rooseely ma y sr;d‘ of the morality of its everyday busness bfe
much nm;dmspeec and wnting, hammered away at such simple but
the people w topics as the “square deal and business ethics Slowly
ofview Jp wae getting genuine education, and reaching an adult pownt
Wete groon 25 as though our youth had gone with the frontier and we
m\nywno‘;g up taling 3 man’s serous view of hus world 1n which
All thys J ‘;ﬂgex seen 1n the golden haze of inexpenence
b3 nor ed us to understand our situation and condinon better, but
Tore d: l(n t the way to remedy We began, however to <€ somewhat
“rust by tly :haz we should have to rechon with new forces Mere
@ops bef:mg was no solution It was as sensible as it would have been
nore s rledm apply a tape measure to the dimosaurs after a decree that
farmer ;“ exceed five feet 1n length A world n which a hapsas
ree ﬂ: 1pped bis wheat Gfteen hundred mules by ralroad and then
could m“;a"d by steamer, 1n accordance varh prces quoted by cable,
3d be:‘ e 1un with the same mstruments, poliucal o economic, (bt
n adequate 2 couple of generations earher when be drove s
Lept lj;e ‘:‘;“ town over five miles of dist yoad that be and bis neighbors
Torpora order It would accomphish nothing simply to bresk up‘greaé
adt tons A disnnction began to be observed between good” an
when Tlm On the other hand the mdividuat citizen was 100 pO\veﬂeS;
2650 aced by the new corporations with their millions ot billions ©
urces and therr power Evidently 1t was to be exther socraltsm, which
,tm:?e‘ made any wide appeal to us and af best 1s @ most UnPTOMISING
on, 'y of use of our guvernment 10 stand between us and the corpora
: ‘s, 1M order to ses that they helped and did not crushus Food
A "2 began to follow (his new path with such laus as the Pure
ct and the Hepburn Act, both passed m 1906 In the days when the
ousewife bought and prepored all the food used in 2 household, she
] assume yesponsibility herself for 1ts quality, but when out meat
me from great slaughterhouses, snd much else came m bottles and
€ans, she Jost control of quality and punty “The government had to step
10 secure both In the same way, it had to step in, 35 it &d nthe
Repbury Act, to assure the shipper fair rates, the bill placing the pow~r
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to make rates 1 the hands of the Interstate Commerce Commission
The first of these new acts made every household, m the simplest way
possible, feel aself under the protection of the Federal government, the
second made the magnates feel 1ts power The days of unrestncted i
dividuahism were fast passing Even “OF Man Ruver' felt the new curb,
and when the great dam at Keokuk was bult he no longer flowed un
checked to the Gulf

With the closing of the frontier had come something of a reabization
of the fact that our resources were not ithmitable, and withm a year
after the announcement was made m 1890, Congress had authonized
the Executive to withdraw forest lands from homestead entry Up to the
death of McKinley, nearly 47,000,000 acres had been withdrawn, but
durning Roosevelt s terms that was increased to over 172,000,000, and 3
few weeks before leaving the Presidency he appomnted a National Con
servation Ci agamst the opp of Congress Mumerals and
water power were considered as well as forests, and the discussion of the
questions involved brought forcibly before us the change that was comng
from the old frontuer 1deals of quick exploitation and unregulated grab-
bing of every natural resource for personal gam We did not want socaal
1sm, as popularly concerved wath 2 big S, but we were leammng that
the new world we should have to submt to soctal control of more diastic
sort than any to which the frontier would ever have yielded Tt mght
nvolve some adjustment of our old American 1deals of personal freedom
to do what we iked but 1t was stll government of the peoples by the
people, for the people, and preferable to government by the few “Chnistian
men” who considered that God had given them the country for a private
club, and so we began to think i new terms and to get used 0 n;w
ways Efforts were made to fughten the nation with talk of anar{ é’v
Socialism (big ), and communism, but 1t declned to be panice

When 1 1907, as a result of bad financing and worse banking, l’
glut of undigested secunities brought on a real pamic ;M Walt Sm;;
the older type of caputalists, who had not seen the light, tmed whm:}!ed
Roosevelt responsible i the eyes of the public The Presdent oosfhls
back at them the epithet of “malefactors of great wealth” and st be
ground Big business called on him to “let s alone,” but 1t could ;0' be
let alone because 1t could not Jet us alone, but entered 1nto 017 Oxf;*w
at every chunk and cranny The old pioneer who kept mm—mglﬂs“ w3y
the wilderness so as never to have a neighbor nearer than ten m; p
could cry, ‘ Let me alone,” but the day of the frontier was past b ﬁe the
ness could not play the frontiersman any longer m 2 forest W
trees were men
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me‘;'hl)e tlus new of oux’i DINDSAU:‘.S hod bee i
g we b, P 5 n pro-
norld Litle ::sd:is{ivt‘:gux?\ ‘1? P!;Y a different part 1n the mt:mauopml
umerce and the P‘,kessm;s“e l‘]° recogmze the fact, our expanding
22de ts 3 world poner Th we had gained 1n the Spanph War bad
been dhawn 1nto the Ch e year fallowing the Peace of Pans, we bad
Hay wag Sectetazy of § unese situation of that penod, and wlle john
e not very il OCO““C we had jomed with the Butish to force on
ttte of “the dg nmmemal European powers concerned the doc-
oty The !}:i n doot” 1n China instead of a practical parntion of that
Puttng down ‘h:‘By ::;"]‘):‘;;’]0?5 had jomed those of other natons i
raalessly farge ind ebellion, but after recetving our share of the
tta the ge indemmity demanded of China, w e returned $11,000,000
g of Chmf:: Z::‘:r::: ‘:ﬁ g’a' country, e:;’luch applied 1t 10 the send
el e thas Coﬂmbutedm;nf:: fO;O uce:]ht;;/ Whether, w:rh :’ur
:mlnuy and yts SUBSEquem oubles c!tn m}!,“ eszer&uuﬂn " [ :t
P;nas Jobn Hay's “door * sull 1n being, may be a questiont as
n

Tni:uxni?gf;:al bad taken an active part mn the formation oF the Hague
22 Gern, nternational Disputes, and 10 1902, when England, lualy,
et oy had declared a blockade of Venczuela 1n on effort ta cof
certain claims, we supgested that the queshon be referred to the
Obunal for seutlemment Gemany refused unnl Rooseselt sent our entice
r:“‘arx fleet under Dewey to “manceuvre” 1n the Canbbean, when
I a0y accepted arbiration Unfortunately, whateter preshige and
ne:n},dll,l:ess mght have accrued to us among our South Amtencan
N 85bors by our defense of Venezuela were quickly lost by Rooserelts
“atment of Colombia He was very heen to symate bas Presidency by

L N b“‘]d‘ng of a canal across the Central Amencan 1sthmus, and 1n
932 Congress authoryzed $40 ooo,000 for the purchase of the old French
unm::eps syndicate’s mghts n the canal which 1 had stacted to Build,
wazed ;sfully, acoss the Colombian provinee of Panama Congress stip-
Uy owever, that Colombra would have t cede Junsdiction to the
mted States of the stup on which the canat was to be bude Through
P I;oosevelx offered Colombia $10,000,000 casls and $100,000 & yedr
avce, undred years' lease of the strip, which Colombia was slow
Ping Whatever the s and outs of Cofowban poliics may hae
“7:1’:1, the navon bad, of course, ® perfect ¢ight to d;-lay as long as 1t
. edn malang a treaty with us, thous basa matter @ fact it apparently
Ntended to make it gn oty oW KIS 2 {nee ndedd plso, hasverer, to
follect §1a,paapoa from dhe Feenth wndicate which could not scll us
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nghts withoyt Colombian consent, and that amount would be adde
toour hilk

Tomakea long story short, with the connivance of Roosevelt 2 revoly
tion was staged 1n Panama, the province seceded Amerncan war essels
prevented Columbyan #agps from landing to quell 1t We recognized the
Bew nauon of Panama almost overnight, and made a treaty wath her by
which e leased the ‘Canal Zone m perpetuity The vawnese of < ich

£ v e business world e hurt our reputation seniously through

our Sowh Amertea, ang eighteen years later we made ‘partial smends 5
the pride of Colombra by granting her $a5,000,000, or two and a half
umes the extra sum which we mught have had to pay for the Canal Zone
1 Roosevelts time with honog It 15 only faxe to add that within ten
Years after we began the work, of digging we were 2ble ta open the
Canal ta traffic, and owng to the extraordmary ability and skl of Golor
nel Goethals we made g hag had becn a pesthole, morally and physcally
into ane of the healhiest and most decent spots on earth The pity of 2
was that Roosevele could nat be panent enough to do ut honesth

1n 1gos, however, he accomphshed a genusnely great feat of diplomacy
n bringing the bef], m the Ruseo-Japanese War together at Forts
mouth, New Hampshire, and causing the meeting to eventuate 10 peac”
largely through his own diplomacy and tact Two years lates an Amestan
naval fleet, mdudmg Sixteen new battleshups left Hampton Roads s
cruise around the world returning fourteen months later, m Febrdsy
#9099, without a single mishap, and after causing a distnct mprtS“;::
. GJL:Jr E¥OWIng power and posion 1 the navy buseaus throughout ¥
W Or)
Within mipeteey years after the officral notice of the close o i;
frontier we had thus witnessed our greatest conflicts between caf; :
and labor, had Iaunched on 4 policy of conservation mstead of b n;'
exploreation, had begun to be self.catical of our busimess morlts :D<
ruethads, had foughy 5 Eutropean nation and acquired isfand pos S&;;el'a’
extending to the Fa, East with 11 aoo ooo mhabuants bad gone ,Jﬂ“s
to butld the Panama Canal, had interfered bheneficently 1 ‘mrﬂﬁ e
in China and elsey hoe had hefped notably to establish the !?Jg‘:
Tnbunal, and pur bagele feet had been seen around the globe h}\:ml o
science we had been making great advances, especaally 1 the &% il
of mass production which was Just getting anto s smde In 0“‘,; adt
ess 10 5er2p old methods of manufacture and to expenment conom ¢
held we were to provide the world with strsking extubimon of¢
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::’:18; xb:;ul:ahas beex; an odd trait 1n us that, whereas we are among
fun dﬂmmmhsugmus of economic mnnovators, we have been as great
student While m many other respects as Bryan himself was as a Bible
g point, we w\\e were l“""mg to stretch economic change to the break
ent frpns;s e ere unl\lw hng—or those at the head of our great economic
attangements :]“““‘ ing—to alter in the slightest our social and pohtical
cOnsequence of t}f""m‘lmnd with the new economic ones Partly as a
ora more o less 1s,—or perhaps as a cause,—the old conditions adapted
20n to creats equalitanian society, combined with the new technology,
Reiprent byl an unprecedented gulf between the wage earner and the
dividual fol, onawe It 1s true that, as we have seen, the size of m
oy rtunes had been growing wath each generation, but our new
by ods both of f: and of distnb were to emph
of‘i;;:ielmy i an alatming degree Even yet we have found no method
which 'fl’aﬂly because of our mherent fear of soctal change, a fear
the € fortunate beneficranes of the system explott and mculeate to
utmost Taft—weal, amuable, and with a legal mind—had been sub
f:dtfc ;; bNot 50, however, was the new President, though by no means
s ¥ any standard other than that of our economic fundamental
Roosevelt had served as President for seven years and he considered
.  the wise tradition which Limuts the holding of the office to two
05 applied 1n hus case In character he cannot be compared with exther
coln or Washington but the mere necessary statement of that neg
v proves hus stature In dealing with the greatest problem of hus time,
Which was that of how to reconcile economic and political democracy
with the tabl of the d 1n a nation as huge as the
Uniteq States, 1t cannot be sard that he offered any very deep or coherent
solution
He did how ever, perform a serice of the first magmtude, which no
ne else at that time was competent to perform Just when we were
feelmng the ful) impact of the forces growing to explosie tension, owing
™M part to the end of the frontier he provided a sane leadership to which
the most dand d d could rally Regarded by the leaders

of big busmess as a pestiferous radical, he was 1n fact a godsend to
them He was the Lghening rod to cany off harmlessty the pent up fury
e caused sast havoc More than

of the storm which might otherwise hay

that, 1n spite of hus own shortcomings, he was a vital force 1 helping
toward a higher ethics of business life and m heeping alne the Amencan
dream for the ordinary citizen dunng perhaps the most entical period in
the hustory of our democracy 1f he cannot be ranked with Lincoln, he
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was undeniably the preatest Republican President since Lincaln, though
cursed by the leaders of us Own party

Declining to run for a thied term, he dictated the nomination of his
successor, Taft For the next four years the new President, although he

ordinary man For one thing hus ballot, cast mnto the box on elecnion day,
was decteasing steadily in value and miluence Public opimion was begin
nng to be more and more manipulated by means of subtle and hgh-<ost
Propaganda, untl 1t has been said, not without show of reason, by those
famliar with the most recent advertising methods, that enly cost hmuts
the delnery of public opimon any direction desired on any topic
The more money available, the larger the slice of opmion that can be
duly delvered Moreover Organtzations groups, and powerful mmo!lﬂ‘?
of all sorts, well backed financally, were begimning to exext more contrd
over legislators than the wishes of the unorganized voters Over five
hundred such orgamzations have been listed recently as having offices m
Washington for the Purpose of bninging direct pressure to beat “W;
leguslation The Ant1 Saloon League 1s merely the most notorious a;
one of the most successful The fluence of such groups, end of the
lobbes of the greas economic ones,~railroads electnc and watez power
companies, manufacturers of all sorts with tarff axes fo grand, and soom
—Was begmning 115 undermining of the mere vote of the ordinaty tl';l':
Much of this sort of myisible governing was begmnimng to be "ombhc ;n
Tafts day and he Proved mcapable of dealing with forces whie tal
many cases, perhaps, he scarcely recogmzed One of the most W\\grm
bodies 1n the country to, day, the United States Chamber of Commerce,
was, indeed, formed a¢ his suggestion

Vanous matters haqd cons]fxfed to weaken the friendshup bt"V"E"E{ :g
and Roosevelt, whe had returned to America from s Afnican anzel for
Pean mp some time before the campaign of 1912 unforllﬂ;z m{uzs!
bisreputation, Roosevelt allowed himself to believe that he shou! he con
the renomnation which Taft desired, and when defeated 1:? (.szhl\e to
venton, whete the rulings anq proceedings were d'iaeﬁ“;(;w," and
him and to Taft, he organized a separate party, the “Bul Taft anc
broke with his owg With the Republican vote spht bcmecfn the Dem
Roosevelt, the way was cleared with ease for the elecll"l"‘ Ooelan Un
ocratic canddate, Woodrow Wilson, formet President of ; ‘:hsunc!‘)’ 2
versity and Governor of New Jersey, an able man an

Progressive.
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Inone r
Fordte ﬁ;‘:::: il: election marked the end of an era mn pur country
States saye the stmfZ:mfué: 1n esery section of the contnental Umted
euablished State Ther of Columbia was able to vote as a citizen of an
thelast mc'l'em!on&;e were no longer any terntonal governments Jeft,
& 8tstes 1n the cosin, , Artzona and N'e“ Mexco having been admtted
Russra 1n 186, iy mog‘}; of Taft's admumistration Alaska, acquired
Temtorses "emamm7‘ and H awau, annesxed m 1898, were the only
e outside the In j}‘;" : they, Iike the sslands acquired from Spain,
Earked the end of the f of the ald continental United States. 1f 1890
expansion and State mn:ﬂ, 1913 merhed the end of that long process
by the Northwest O dlmﬂ wng for which the foundatian had been lad
zhted g5 to see thy rdinance of 1787 Nooe could have been so far
&1ed wiglun ma then, when our population of about 3 750 000 Was €7
g not gven mc‘;ﬂgalé;mus which extended only to the MussisstpPl, and
0da quarter 2 u "1 orida and the Gulf coast, that i exactly a ceRmiTy
e entire area ‘."’m]: ation of over 95 coo 00O would have extended over
' warnant 2 s“’ the Pacific, every portion populated densely enougl
would have tate government, and that the onginal furteen Swtes
waon thf‘;;vn 16 a sisterhood of forty-eight with the centre of por-
These fac: hlssn,s‘y pt Valley imstead of on the Atlantic Coast
of the com tls. owever, werg merely the physical and stapstical symbols
POPulanonP eulon of a great process and of 2 change 10 durecnon A
leted of fnmu tplied nearly thirtyfold, 2 fronties ended, a nanon to
fendame, grltyflsh‘ States with no more territonal staTas, pomnted to 2
In b ‘l’)a and colossal alteration
omnun: nef maugural address after spesking of the reasons for the
People g 1 the natonal admupstration, Wilson Qearly tecatled the
Ve ba Csnsxder again the yision of what Ameaca migh and shauld be
We se ve,” he said, ‘been refreshed by a new nsight 1ate our 0w Ife
10 1 ¢ that 1n many things that ife 1s very great 1t 1s mcomparably great
$ Material aspects 1t 35 great, also, very grest o ats moraf
We have bult up, moreover, a Breat system of governsment.
But the el has come wih the good and much fine gold his
wsed corroded We have squandered @ great PXX® of what we might hate
ha We have been proud of our ndustat actuer ewents, but we
ve not hitherto stopped thoughtfully enough ta count the human cost,
the cost of Iav e snuffed out, of energies ovenaxed and broken, the fearful
Phosical and spintual cost to the men 394 Somen and chuldeen upon
whom the dead werght and burden of 1t all bas fallen pessly the
sears through The groans and agony ot all had not yet reached our
€ags, the solemn, moving undexane of our Iife, comng up out of the
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mnes and factones and out of every home where the struggle had its
mtimate and familiar seat With the great Government went many
things which we toa long delayed to look nto and scrutintze with eancid
fearless eyes The great Government we loved has too often been made
use of for private and selfish purposes and those who used 1t had for
gotten the people At last a wiston has been vouchsafed to us of our
life as a whole We see the bad with the good the debased and decadent
with the sound and vital There has been something crude and
heartless and unfeeling 1n our haste to succeed and be great Our thought
has been Let every man look out for humself let every generation look
out for atself while we reared giant y which made 1t mpossibl
that any but those who stood at the levers of control should bae a
chance to laok out for themselves We have come now to the sober
second thought We have made up our mnds to square every
process of our national Life agan with the standard we so proudly set
up at the begmmning and have always carned 1n our hearts We
shall restore not destroy We shall deal with our economtc system as it
15 and as 1t may be modified not as 1t mght be 1f we had a clean sheet
of paper to wnte upon And yet 1t will be no cool process of mere
science The Nation has been deeply sturred sturred by a solemn passion
stirted by the knowledge of wrong of ideals lost of govemment too ofter}
debauched and made an wstrument of evil Thus 15 not a day ©
trumph 1t1sa day of dedication
Here once more was the authentic voice of the great Amenican democ
racy here once more was the prophet speahing of the American dr:an';
of that hope of a better and richer Iife for all the masses of humble an
ordnary folk who made the American nation It wa the voice once Hg"i
of the democratic fronmer of Jefferson of Jackson of Lincoln Bu!
there was a difference There were sull the “plan people” 10 appest 10
There was still the American dream in their hearts But the frontef #2¢
gone Had the old frontier been there with s illmitable oppol‘b“"g_
the President s words would have fallen strangely upon 1t “’}‘";1 ;E w
claimed agamnst squandering our natural resources aganst ou;[ aThcse
be rich and great against the doctrine of every man for hunse ¢ them
had been of the essence of the frontier and that a depunciation © oy
could find answenng welcome meant that the frontier was commgl e
end 1n our thought as 1t had done two decades earl er in P}"'Slﬂ:mu]
The farlure of Wilson s efforts at the end of his Sctﬂ“i "::: E
not blind us to the accomplishments of the first Thef; e}‘:: on ther
ordinary aitizens had been strengthened by Roosexelts 52
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th]alf and by s preaching of the simpler virtues which had come to
lost s1ght of 1n our fevensh mdustrial hfe Whatever may have been
EL;? selts faults, and they were many and open to all men’s view, 1
m 1t cannot be densed that he left the heart of the nation sounder and
f are wholesome than he had found 1t, and that 15 somethung of which
ew statesmen can boast Taft, m spite of hus virtues and they were
many, was unable 10 inspure the nation, but after the slack water of his
r years Wilson for a time gave once more to the people—in a measure
Ig,rf?mdlhm Roosetelt s—a viston of nobility and importance it their
hadan destiny that none save Washington and Jefferson and Lmcoln
o been able to kindle for therm
,EM}“““ 1t the mere dealism of the impractical dreamer In hus st
um; ¢ could poynt to a notable number of things accomplished The
- lecwood TanfE was the lowest smee the Cival War and tot wis
“Pmdcd our first graduated ncome tax The Federal Reserve Act under
andc our banking system now operates, was passed a few months later,
marhed the greatest advance toward sound banking that had been
made 1n our hustory The Federal Trade Commussion was created and
ﬂ‘m wide powers with respect to corporations and interstate commerce,
qt‘/ugh 1ts functions were chiefly those of mvestugation and advice The
ayton Act, with a full set of teeth, greatly strengthened the gover
ments hands in dealing with corperations and unlawful monopohes In
addition 1t strengthened the position of labor by declanmg that mpne
tins could not be sssued mn labor disputes except to prevent 1reparable
jury to property, and by making trade-untons boycotts, strikes and
Picketing legal
‘The President also succeeded n having Congress TeP
T“"“‘ go0d farth with England Under the Hay Pau

arr a breach of
ncefote Treaty

2
oy

Surselves Sub: 1y Cor had passed an act exetup "
sequently Congress had P
shupping from the tolls which we charged fore1g? sessels, and allhfn:g:
Hreee & 21 o 3 o enrrre the repeal of 1S obwious a—ct‘t:-“ :o ,
ard
he
to that neighbor Great pressure Was brougut tu ve 4 d
ol and other business interests of this country and by the ail mtm;t:
in England As the price of a free hand granted hum by .gu couato b
agreed to secure the repeal of the unust tolls Jaw, and di s)by apxt;e
tng to Congress not only on the score of national self zespect but on d



286 EPIC OF AMERICA

ground that there were matters 1n the farergn policy of the cotntry with
which he would be unable to deal unless Congress granted the request

Wilson s Mexican policy was probably a mustaken one, and of conrse
tus admmstration could clarm no credit for the anpouncement 1n 1913
of the passage of the Constitutional Amendments providing for the n
come tax and for the direct election of Senators, both of which had been
started on thexr process of ranfication during the previous admunistration
But 1t could qustly claum to have accomplished more constructive worh
1 a couple of years toward the readjustment of American sdeals and
Ife to the new conditions unposed upon them than any previous admm
ssteation sinice we had started 1n our new orbit 1n 180 Not only that
but the President had also shown unespected abihty m handing the
pohtical problerns of his office and had hecome the undisputed head of
Hus party as well as of the nation We had set ourselves eanestly to the
work of correcting abuses and of reconstructing the possibibties of the
Amencan dream 11 the new world of ecunomc dinosauss of bilhons of
capital and mullons of employees, of the radio, the telephone the motot
car, the aeroplane, the whole mfinite complexity in whtch there seemed
room for everything except the beat of man and the old sndependence
of the indnidual to work out his own life and scale of values But we had
made great progress We had, as Wilson said, been rehreshed wib 3
new meaight into ourselves We wished to be fair to caputal, but e swished
ta set man humself m the hugher seat How far we might Thave gor®
toward reestablishing the dream 1n the new setting had we been gVER
not only the leadershup but the time needed we shall never hno¥ s "1‘:
swung our axe above our head to bring 1t down on the roots of our egl 3
a gnsly hand from behmd seized our wrst and held 1t brm Then & €8
was darkness.

In Apnl 1912, the worlds greatest ship,
England m all the pnde of her maiden voyage With w
modern eng; g, she seemed mpregnable ts the pertls of t'namw
Halfway across, the submerged portion of an weberg tore Tt kon;] the
to stern, and 1  few moments she sanh below the Wwaves mttd it
foss of Bfteen hundred Lives The next year, with money "'o“mbmf the
Camegee, 2 palace was bult at The Hague to hous the P"";ﬂ; o
wotld Then, mn the sammer of 1914 a pistol shot 1ang ont a:l m! i
and an Austnian Archduke was murdered Austna dnclased e
Serhia  Mobilizations followed swiftly on Buropean f10p6%

Jess gulf _Germanys
navions quickly followed one another into the bottom! € the Titamss
Russia, France, Belgum Great Botam Like the sinhang Ot ¢

the Tiame, salled Srom
every dence of
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tall seemed to come without an mstant’s wammng The earth, which we
bad thought safe and sobd 10 work and play and dream our dream on,
suddenly sank beneath our feet The waves clased over all that had been
koownand fanubiar andloved The Dights of the world went out
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I those days of August 1914, the Ssst seaction of America 1as o€

of

stunned amazement, Except for the half-holiday episade of the war wath
could raise

Spain, we had almost all of us fargotten that such a borror

its head n our modern world. Only the oldest generation among Us. men
p"’f‘ suxty, had even the faintest childhood recollections of our Cord
Wa_r or the War in Europe of 1870. War seemed an incredible gnach-
ronism, For the past decade we had had our mmds intently Tocused
on moral problems and the effoxt ta otk out waps aad means of makir
our own iand a better and cleancr one in all its aspects. The mudhra-
ing in business, the efforts to 1mprove the stums led by such men
B”S' the progress that was at last being made in Congress in cORI0 g
instead of destroying big business, all seemed to promise she neavee ful
fifiment of the American dream. Suddenly the whole of Westen
European civilization appeared to have busst ino Sames.

TNor was our bewilderment rendered any the loss by ous hatios deat
notions of what it was all about, Why sheuld all Eusope De 50
stantaneously at each other’s throats because ap Austrian Axchdube Bad
been murdered in Serbia? Why should Austriz efuse any possble
solution but war? Why the Russian mobilization? Why should Germany
instantly mvade Belgium to attack Prance, a1 on acvoust of 8 ¥F
slous urder of one individual? Although heretofore we fad
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Ea:e:ﬁ:gtf?g as the defender of small peaples we could understand
Belgan neutraly : Emﬂ l}:! 1 order to comply with her guarantee of
e, there ty, but the rest of the whole busmess was beyond us
stoad, Tl;e ordy; 15 not the shghtest reason why we should have under
Europe yas lmmry man 1n the street 1n Europe or on the farms of
aset, ﬁflet: 05t as bewnldered as we ourselves, nor have the scholars
10 3gtee e Later, with all the documents before them been able
g10e 25 to the “causes” of the war. OF the stresses and strains of fhe
sﬂu::f:?;u?sgm we knew little and cared less nor did we bather out
developy uropean quarrels centuries old The problems myolved 1n
Oowwgtm hietle more than one century from a small people of sbout
2 aw}xmmo 2 world power of 110,000,000, the epie sweep of carrymg
Alantic 1o :‘},acr;ss three thousand rmiles of empty contnent from the
ton of gl e Pacafic, the building up of our government, the absorp-
o en races, had all been enough o consume the energies of ouf
"0c 2ng people
less ::5: was wfinitely far away On the Atlantc seaboard, and to 8
roads :{ elsewhere, there were many mdividuals who frequently went
toa rc]an who had Buropean contacts and interests but they belonged
gae F tvely small class Most of our people, even 1 the East, scarce
Feat ;rr})pe a thoughy m thexr daily lives Across the mountams, in the
epa “hey of the Mussisstpps, Enrope dssappeared almost entirely ex
Oursﬂ: the thoughts of mmmgrants or the children of immigranis wewt
or B mentally to their homelands of Germany or Norway o Sweden
the ;I 5512, ot whatever they mught be There was no more reason why
:L%e](am«e rs and shopkeepers and professional men of this empire
pol; of “O] Man Ruver” should have accurate knowledge of Y,umpe’&:
Ch]“'s and business than why thev should have busied themselves Wit
a&ga Across the pext mountamns aghn and on the Paafic ;lope,w?
e o China became far more mportant than Europer and onr waTas,
€ our ships and rrade, went out to the Onent with never a thought
%flhe European world Perhaps, at that, we Jnen more of Europe than
Urope did of us If we were provincal, s had Europe been, wrapped
UP 10 a sense of 1ts own superior mportance Wit 3 fex notable ex
Ptians, such as Bryce or Jusserand, even educated and p(qum:lI;:y
G:l\‘ured Eutopeans had pad as little attention to U a8 we bad (o the
New Zealanders The sgnorance svas notall “nade 1n Amenca
IE there yas not much hnowledge of Enrope 3mPm ¥, bowever, that
did not megn that there was not plenty of emotion and prejudice con
emung parpcular countucs there First, there were those prejudices of
faily broad Amencan spread dating back to the Revolunion of 177€,
e
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Perhaps the most widely held was the purely sentimental affection for
France due to the legend of the sister Republic 1n Europe, the State
that had helped us gam our independence, that country of Lafasette
who had become a sort of folk hero among us So strong had these
emotional appeals been that no action of France subsequently, however
hostile, had succeeded in changing them The attrrude toward England
was more mixed There was a small Anglomaniac group, mostly m
the East, and a larger and rabidly anti English group, with a large
percentage of the whole people hesitatmg between moderate dislibe and
the feeling that after all we were of Enghish descent as 2 nation and had
more 1 common with her than with other peoples Unti the Spanish
War, however, we could not decene ourselves mto believing that the
England of the ruling classes had thought m fnendly tecms of us The
Revolution, the War of 1812, Palmerston’s bullymg threat of war m
1841, the attitude of upper-class opimon and of the press m the Covl
War, all had lefc a very bad mpression on top of the natural effects
of our schoolbook hustory and oratory
In addition, we had the feelings of smaller groups The Insh, always
fluentral pohtically, hated England and had long been accustomed 10
use feehing agamst her n pohncal fights and campaigns We had also
nearly 9,000,000 mhabitants who were exther German born or had one
parent at least who was a natve German They had made excellent
atizens, and there was much fnendly sentiment 1n the country both for
them and for thewr nation There were other ractal groups of large $2¢
and importance New York alone, for example, contatned more I!:lm:
than any city in Italy The great numbers of Scandinavians n the I\!ortd
west were naturally more alked i sympathy to Germany than to Englan "
As the war got under way we were deluged with propaganda; mu;e
of which was designed to appeal to the base emotions rather than b:en
mtellect, and much of which has subsequently turned out 1o have "
deliberately false All the wamnng powers tred thus to mﬂuer(i)cc et
though the Germans proved particularly clumsy m their efforts bn e
other hand, 1t 15 now admutted that such an ttem as that sent out ;’wl
Bntish showing photographs of the Germans hauling the bOdl::l (: o0 1n
diers to the soap factory was an absolute falsification mtend R
fluence the Chinese The stones of cutung off the hands of the Belg!

that on
children were fabrications Our own Admural Sims has declared iy

mim

smuestiation the stonies of atrocious cruelty of submanme €O spread
wselies

N Aly the

were not expert m fabncating them in the Hevvidue
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emotor
Frose :)i g::i? ’E:}:mj{;l propaganda was accepted respectively by
whose whose e Allies or m the Gexmans, but was mfunatng
wrded tg wnfﬂls’:-.mrua):]i “ﬁ; the reverse On the whole, perhaps, st al}
thoughe, et than to clanfy our bonest sentiments snd
&
m“mﬁsh: t:?x’f\};zw;‘“’ c;mm hroad facts began to emerge I our
teasons seere we cid ch nat in that of all the racial groups ‘What the
el e did not knaw, but appatently the Cendty Powes bad
medarcn The x ¢ toward war 2nd had refused to delay for any possible
teraanonal Jacy an\ ;Swn of Belg;::m was distnctly a crune agamst 10
mpression on : x}{ the famous “scrap of paper pbrase made @ great
selves n one of!l:b loweer, there was no reason for us to 1nvalve our
the Kaser e, e intermimable wars of Furope IF the Germans under
Just vz :}m? trymg to upset the balance of power in Europe, it was
Yogne us rench had done under Napoleon 1f the Kasser had tned
2s bad Lou‘gs ‘a\!' tmes, Germany had never been so overtly untnendly
acknow Jeg, ‘s;l apoleon dunng our Civil War when be wanted to
ol the South and had sezed Moo for Matumiban There
2 centy s ﬂ never been anything 0 Englands asmtude toward us for
she decgra; 2 half that would call for us to iy to her assistance when
"“quesnoe ;:Iv ar on powers with which we were at peace Belginm was
sgmaton m‘} y suffering from a crime aganst 1aw, but we hat nst be=at
eason e}j of the treaty guaranteeing her neutralny ond thee was 0o
Had \VE‘V iy we should be expected to act as polnceman ot the globe
of Ury, ,with Chile, Brazit, and the Argentine, guoranteed the neatrality
nm}ng:Y and then had we suddenly violated her tesnitorys certamly
s to ngh gland yor France would have telt bound to go to wat Wi
Lln.mng t a moral wrong on the other side of the world among 3 %t
Mamna of an entirely different polical system b
e comn and this was important, for more than a ceavary & b.;:in
B E Sone of antr ternational policy that we shouid hees SaEe
A e‘v"‘rsl’e absolutely and shas Furcpe  tum houtd heep hands o? the
fene orld Unless swe were ourselves dicectls antacked §ot s to intex
i a European gquarre) would have been 1o snabufy our whole
Rattomal et o Egnt L saters @aiion 1 e Americas Exar\:
N -
::“'W totake Incdentally, we were dowg o0
(,‘mJ"Y thougbt—to keep the peace with Mewco w
1on, and a good part of our small standung avmy was then S

oz 0ur Southern border

¢ besi—o N
nder much provo-
cramed

s
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Fven 1f we remained neutral, however, 1t was at once obvious that
we were to be profoundly mfluenced The New York Stock Exchange
closed on July 30, to remam closed for about four and a half months
The Federal Reserve Board, under our new banking system had hur-
nedly to be created, and the President announced that $500 0co 000 1
emergency curtency would be avallable Practically all the ships which
had connected us with Europe as by a frequent ferry were foregn
owned, and commerce and passenger service almost ceased for a while
Imported goods quickly soared m price Naturally, however 15 produc-
tion dechned 1 Europe, owing to the vast numbers of men called to the
colors 1n every belligerent country, the demand for Amencan goods of all
sorts—foodstuffs, ammumtion, manufactures of every deseription—Tose
by leaps Two things became clear One was that the war was likely to
act as a forced draft under our whole system of production and the
ather was that, as the most 1mportant neutra] 1n 2 tiue of very complex
commerce, we were hikely also to have to face and deal with all the
problems of neutral trade that we had had to deal with mn the Napoleonzc
Wars and since The doctrne of the freedom of the seas for which we
had always stood was gomng to be put to severe test

Throughout our whole history we had been facing westward Untit
very recent years when emigration had tended to flow back and forth
somewhat, pracucally every emgrant to Amenca had come because of

PP or suppresson 1n s European homeland He had come for
greater freedom of religious and political thought or of socal and e
nomue apportunity As we had plunged to the forests and then farther
and farther westward across praimes and plains and mountains [ the
Pacific, our eyes had ever been turned to the sunset and the fatuse The
dreams and efforts of the great Western ra:lnay builders the Harmans
and Hills had crossed the Pacific to where the rambow rested on :h:
shores of Asia Qur tounsts came from Europe i European ships bud
we Jaunched our own to carry our commerce to Ghina and Japin an
the Phulippines With the cormng of the war, 1t was as though 5"’“%’:
had roughly seized us by the shoulder and dizally spun u% "’“m{{ et
duly headlines 1n the papers concerning the most catasnoyhlsw “\s &
m history held our attention Our destre to learn sent us 1o iy
Eutopean history and politics The stream of propagends 98 5 can
denng and unwelcome m a way and to an extent that a Europea
scarcely be expected to understand  Vaguely we felt tho cors HeTE
Furope~years or centunes ago—because we 0F out anC;Snm been
through with 1t We had ashed to be let alone and we T(\ d to fight
We had fought for our independence and won 1t We had ha
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sgan In the
dlone over xhel:;[(’lfflm: Doctnine we had told Europe we would let her
bad scercely ever she would let us alone mn our New World Europe
pathy for us \Vhtexpmss“I the shightest interest m us or fnendly sym
Ewropean entics h:s: we bad been young weak raw and struggling
ktors We had buil <ncered We had gone our awn way and asked 1o
bappy and contehr,e:] up not only a great nation but on the whole 2
Buences and events one And suddenly on account of obseare m
seemed to be purs 10 which we had had nexther part nor for Furope
selv‘;s ing us averseas We had been wholly mient on out

€ Were u
fortyeight sov::::x '“S”me ways We saw that on our own continent
mebem French aﬂ':] G’mes could live m peace that as fellow quzens
and scares of oth nd Germans and Russians and Austnans and English
er races could live and work in fnendly fashion As we

Tooked
oversea

Imto the torrd crater of European hatreds 1€ seemned 25
« frontier fash

prer fate for
und because

1t
W:sfl argely subconseious
At 1 ats

W50 outward s road aspects Europes case dissimilat to out own & 1t
Ble 1t Whateye, ’C}:lmstance appears to have been fundamentally much
Seem tn b 5 Tt e immediate causes of the wat the base one would
& emant of the Industrial Revolution upon 2 closed
v il

VR « 1
of e L : . ' m
] v he
he

India

n h:

) d:d néezm Jttle more than the extermunation or '

secured hg everal huge additions to the anional doman had been
y Purchase as easily 25 1f we

€ way
15 10 secure the rest had not been of wo
wore certain

red vast colorual emps

\acreasing population due
on the sene 10 88L her share As H
fucal Review 17t 1994 Eu

ld importan
grest Europeant
res 1M

10

M::‘ﬁ:usmahsm had come too late

1ope ’;dﬂ had pomnted out i the Geograp

Mg d;l ter having been hemmed By strong ‘barbaren powers m the

il e Ages had subsequently beent able ta expand sround the world

nd 1t had again come to be faced by complerely precmpted terntones
¥ a closed political system ”

e We have already noted the profound effects on out own Dife of the

b se of que Erontier We have seca how we began 1o expand forably
yond the old lumits event though eur Jand were os 38t not denselv
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populated The tension of the repressed forces i Europe was far greater
than with us, and the explosion came 1n 1914 This does not reheve the
Kaiser or other actors on the scene of thexr mmmedrate responsibility, but
just as i our own daily lives there are the immediate mottves for what we
do and the whole background of our life and character which also
determine our conduct, so there were both the immediate and the under
lymg causes for the debacle of avilization m Furope In much the

same fashion as the Amencan capitalists did not have the mentality
di to the 1 demands of

requisite for adjusting
the smaller but ambitious men so the impenialistic nations who had ll
the power of overseas possessions they wanted had faled to realize
that the responsibility was 1 part theirs to devise some adjustment of the
world situation that would sansfy the legitimate desires of the new and
young nations that n turn demanded thesr opportunity The old always
think the young too aggressive The nch think the nsmg poor 100 €%
cessive m their demands Those who hold power yeld only reluctantly
a share of 1t to others The situations are as old as human nature The
solution of the problem was difficult,—perhaps 1mposstble,~but the orux
of the problem was faurly simple n 1ts stark outlines

The European international situation repeated almost feature for fea
ture our own domestic situation on the endmg of the fronner This we
began to sense after a while also In spute of what may seema paradox 1
wview of our own military adventures, we were at heart a pe:
a pacifist, people We did not condone the war, but on th
we were also a youthful nation which bad had to fight for 1ts Plﬂﬂel:"
the sun against the established empures of the Old World Our symP“‘hY
had always gone out to those who had Itkewsse fought them 280 t :
case of the South American Republics and Spam In Afnca and Asia
had seen England and France build up 1mpenal possessions foun w©
upon force against natives There did not seem anything very sacred as]l
nghts of property or government m such European empires; especid “):
with the atrocttes m the Belgian Congo 1 our minds If Gcrl‘;"a:‘V}"J 3
turn chose to challenge the nights of the others by force—w ellv [¢ }fad o
been the way of the whole European world, and of our ownt v e:d ol
conception of the magmtude of the struggle that had been mm}:;u et
for that matter, had Europe 1self Everybody everywher !ht cga oge
would be over i a few months Some colomal possessions Mg C ht
owners some boundary lines might be redrawn, some indemnitt
bepad and then the world would go on agan muchas belfz"udal e

Meanwhile the orders for goods came from overseas 1t ;6 o oco 10

From 1914 to 1916, our exports of explostves rose from

aceful, almost
¢ other hand
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$167 000
chsﬂowD:; &ﬁe!ms of steel and sron doubled Wheat at hugh
Youghe back chuefly fi ES;E‘" an endless stream By July 1916, we had
1 to her v hen “eyn:énd ngland, abaut $1,300 000 ooo of securities
Bere busy as never bef ed capital for development Farms and Factories
Fer g Qecade 1: ore, and prices were gomg steadily up and up
by oy bum"x:xs id{ been concentrating for the first e on how to
Wath the ferensh e 1nt0 better harmony withs the Amencan drcam
there: was np Jony actraty and colossal profits suddenly thrust upoen us,
93 rush of fmng(“ "d’:‘e- opportunity, o mood for that The most hectic
pe us dolfars 'n:ﬁ ys had been pothung to this rush from Europe to
seud bad been © new and sober vision of burselves which Walson had
the frennged d;:d’ds"fﬂd to us drtfted away like a puff of smobe before
Plsced ez 1t {¢ v, nd of Eurage for everything we had at any prce we
uiting Rarro, 25 not our fault It was Fate The same evil whuch was
our hang pe, sowing death and hate among the nations turned away
task of fust at the moment when 1t had been deliberstely set © the
XUt new armanizing, our Amencan dream with the changed realities of
a age For Europe the war was an economuc debacle for us 1t Was
“_}Y:?l calamyty
l?m:kfe :J fhiculties which we anucpated as neusrals soon multiphied
awaz tround us Not only did most of the old problems anise agah 0
ated form but science, by completely changing the nature of w2t
solunir:?ded snnumerable new complications without prowding 20y
armmes I or them The Napoleonic Wars had been fought by professions!
operan Ea";"g the cvihan populations outsy
(,"hamns’ argely untouched The war of 1014 Was 2 war m whach the
wlder, belund the hues mas almort as much of 3 combatant as the
han;r at the front The old and simple Jist of what consuruted conted
b aticles of war could no longer m hoesty caffce but there was 00
i) international law definmng the new conteaband 1 8 was tucy the
al r2n workman was as much a factor 1 the wat as was the soldiet,
ﬂ"\m everything needed 1n our new complex mdustrial fife became
osely related to winning or losing
Moreover, fhere sas the complicann fhat an ymmen & gropottion of
the goods we claumed the night to ship 10 peutral countes obviausly was
Bog to belligerents For evample our exports ‘o0 Denmask rose from
following November;

$558 000, 1n Noverber 1913 to $7,100 %08 fno the
10 Sweden From $377,000 10 52350908 € Norway from $377 000 10

$2 300 000 to Italy from $2 300000 1@ 64800000 If we consider that
Ehese figures are for thirty days only Yot magmiude of this d
‘neusra) trade” 1s dlear 1n the same way the problem of matls at

de the immedsate theatre o
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parcel post large amounts of contraband were being sent to Germany,
a few mails examimed yielding, for example, over three thousand packets
of raw rubber alone, and 1n two months the Brush censorship sezed
letters contaimng about $10,600,000 worth of securities and neary
$25,000,000 1n drafts and money orders for the Central Powers

Serence had made a new world, but the laws of war had been made
for the old one That England, as the cluef naval belligerent, infrmged
those laws over and over there 1s no question, just as there 1s no question
that the whole code of law needed remodeling to meet the new age of
applied science On the other hand, we were placed 1 an extremely
difficult posiion When citizens complained to our government that
ther legal nights were being interfered with by belligerents, it was the
duty of the government to make the proper representations As the most
powerful neutral m the world, and as one which had always mamtarned
the nghts of neutrals 1 war, a heavy responsibility rested upon us The
Allies complained that we often took a narrowly legalistic view of ther
illegal but, 1t must be confessed necessary acts It may well be asked,
however, now that the passions of the time have partlly cooled, What
else could we do? Even 1f the sympathes of our aitizens had all been on
ome side, which they were not, we could not alter the laws of warm the
muddle of a war 1n favor of one side without ceasing to be 2 neutral
we winked at some laws for the beneft of the Alles, 3t would be only
fair to wink at others for Germany, and our polcy, wmstead of berg
based on the fairly well defined law of neutrahity, would have become an
ncoherent successton of decistons dictated by our emotional sympﬂ!hlf;

Busy as we had been with the development of our continent, an
matenalistic as Europe had chosen to think us, we had long been cont
tending for a more reasonable law of nations From the mddle of the
preceding century, Amertcan citizens had presented plans 2t vanous
European Congresses,—Brussels, Panss, Frankfort, and London;

no progress had been made for a Court of International Arbura;m:;[znl?
4!

—and A

for a recodifying of international law, 1t had not been our,d oy
Eutope had declined to assist us i such undertakings, 1 €O
he Jans to suit

accuse s of lack of sympathy because we could not alter ¢ e
1ts purposes 1n the midst of a war 1n which we were neutral Atthe o
sme, there was no doubt that the old laws did not it the new sifug Ifm
and the compheations were almost mextncable Nations ﬁghﬂnima
their hives could hardly be expected to keep to the old )ausb::; -

letter any more than they could be expected ¥ y &

o use onl e old
breechloaders On the other hand, we should have to stand bv
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bws or cease to be neutral 1F we ceased to be neutral, we should hase to
entershe m aron one sde or the other
Owog to arcumstances, the stopping of our cargoes and the opening
of our mas fel mostly to the lot of the English On the other hand the
breaches of nemrality by the Central Powers became even more glnng
mihe shape of plots in our ovn country and in the use of the submanne.
T;’e sinking of the Lusitanta, with the loss of about 1200 persons of
; om 114 were Amentcans, was merely the most dramauic episode
® new poley of submarnne warfare developed by the Germans 1t s as
‘mpossible as it 15 unnecessary to tell mn detan) the whole story of our
gradug zeaching t the pomt at which neutrality no Jonger became pos
sible for ug
la""‘-“““‘")' 1916 Wilson made a tou of the Middle West, which was
& Bty Gﬂma:l 10 sympathy, to 1mpress upon the peaple the dangers of
¢ tiaton “I know that you are depepding upon me” e told one
2udience 1n (he German aty of Milwaukee  to heep this nanon out of
et Sofar I have done so and I pledge yon my word that God helping
R, 1 will4f 5t be possible You have lad anather dutv upon me You
U" bidden me sce that nothing stams or imparrs the bonot of the
m"“ed States And ghat s a mater ot withn my control  There
: 2y be at any moment a yme when I cannot both preserve the honor
nd the peace of the United States Do not exact of me an smpossible
nd ‘ontradictory thing but stand ready and mst that everybody who
Tepresents you should stand ready, to provide the means for mamtaming
honor of the Unted States ” In Des Moines he told the m’\\dn
e 18 dinger to our nananal hife from what other natiops w2y &0
Bng preparation for war, he added “Do vou want the siuation
2 Be such thac al] the President can do 15 to write messiges €0 UlEer
%0rds Of protest? T these breaches of mtemanonal law shich are 10
Iy danger of accurnng should touch the sery sataf interests and hon:‘:
w e Unyred States, do vou wish to do nothing about w? Do you v o
m)‘ﬂe a);ezhe ssotld say that the fag of the Unired States whichwe 2
¢ <an be staned wath ropunity?
Wilson had bren negou:xmg Ts1th Germans for amends for the dam
et alteady inflycted on s and for a renuncranon of that nation s S5
;harme pqu:) At ope sta, ge Germony atreed to our terms, and there 18
ittle doube thay our countey was in fasor of peace 1f 1t cauld be man
fined and if, at ghe same bime, the belligerents could b forced to n:srfﬂ
Peutrsl mghts “Thus far the Allies had restrcted themselves 1o201E
Sath o property, whereas the Germans bad attached our ves Ea
cettam racnal groups who were powerful but 4n 3 mnority



pubhic generally had steadily been coming to recognize the moral justice
of the cause of the Alhes even apart from Belgium, and when we should
enter the war 1t had become clear on which side 1t would be However,
the 8,000,000 or more Germans were naturally on the side of Germany
as yet, as were the Insh and their sympathizers The Socialists who had
polled well on to a mullion votes in 1912 and were supposed to be
stronger 1n 1916, were strongly opposed to war, as was a very strong
paarfist element throughout the nation generally As we have seen m
other connections,~for example, the frequently contrasted attudes of
the American as 2 man” and as 3 “busimess man —the American mind
bears within atself at the same time a strong 1dealism and a strong realism
In the opposition to our entering the war, both strains operated often 1
the same individual at the same time Jdealistically these people believed
n peace to the very last ditch at which 1t might become mpossible and
realistically they believed 1t crimmally unpractical to plunge 2 naton of
120 6co 000 people mto the fires of the Furopean holocaust because
120 had already been kalled 1f there were any posstble other way of
making the belligerents consent to respect our nghts and the law Untl
1t had been proved beyond doubt that no such way could be found they
would ot enter wholeheartedly mto the war Whether or not ‘Wilson
provided us with the wisest posstble leadership under the circumstances
these were some of the conditions which confronted hum and which
men like Roosevelt with no officral responsibihty did not sufficiently
wergh
At last, however 1t was proved beyond question

other way In the election of 1916, Wilson had been
at first 1t was thought that his opponent Hughes bad won On January
31, 1917, a month before the Presdent s second mauguration the Ger
man Ambassador announced that Germany was to resume unrestnete:
submarine warfare Three days later Wilson announced t0 Congr:
that diplomatic relations with Germany had been severed At the inch
moment the Ambassador was being given hus passports Germants wsu
m May 1916 had solemnly agreed to accept our conditions a8 mes“d
mannes, had now repudiated the agreement and the President fequmwe
other neutrals to follow our example Germany agan tned o ;’ngxzm
at the very moment when she was absurdly plottng to ‘mbrmh be had
1n war with us, but on Apnl 2, 1917, before the Congress “glcfur 2 dec-
called 1n special session for the purpose, the President asher

laration of war the

After recinng the acts which Germany had mm"“"':(;i”é:;mm
nghts of mankind, he continued, We have no quarrel Wit
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that there was n¢
reelected although
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people We
tnendshup I:::n::ufeelmg toward them but one of sympathy and
entermng ths war E;on their impulse that theis Government acted s
determuned wpon mth ‘l\vns a war determuned upon as wars used 10 b:
meuled by fhens gul e old, unhappy days when peoples were nowhere
st of dymastes Ts and wars were provoked and waged in the 1n
tomed 10 use the; or lntle groups of ambitious men who werg acd
selfish ends to sc: &&;’“’ men as pawns and tools We have :so
mdemnities for ou, © 4 e desite na conquest, no dominion We seek no
shall freely make ‘S\;‘ES, no matenal compensation for the sacrifices we
minknd It s efa'e but one of the champions of the nghts of
10 war—into the a fearful thing to lead this great peaceful people
itself seermng to bem“! ternble and disastrous of all wars crviliaton
Ppeace and we shall‘!;‘ the balance Bur the nght 15 mote preascs than
our hearts—for de: oht for the things we have always carned nearest
donty 1o have a mocracy, for the nght of those who submit to &
Yhertes of sl e e therr own government, for the nghts and
at me Far 2 unwersal dommion of nght by such 2
o aed

and forty,
the p”den:;'l;‘:rythmg that we ase and everytopg lndt v« -
Provtleged to 5 :edwho know that the day has come when America 1s
et burely andp},n her blood and her might for the prinaples that gave
helping b appiness and the peace which she bas treasured Ged
Perta er she can do no other

fon to ,1:_:; other great nation had so struggled
been utter] " ;l peace, unt every possible mean
Uself any pi :“bl‘iusted Certamly none other had ever
lusion as l;ti] e spoil of war before enternin® the arena It was with no
own o1t glov ef}‘vrtness of the contest ot the glory of 1t that we threw
the eyes of hue he stark, gam mserable Fopron of 1t bad been before
s endino (mmamry for nearly three years and there was no prospect of
anathey three When the news of our decision reached
1n wegd, and the king
1o guve thanks *to
United States of
The Stars and Seipes wewe

of Parhament, the Frst

agamst every provoca
s of moral suasion had
before densed to

A‘;‘c‘i‘“}' Lot on the uleas vs
ﬂmm? into the great war of frecdom”
bune lh;“m the Victona Tower of the Tlouses

t any foreign flag had there been displayed In the House of

m
mons Asquith, 10 concluding 8 specch on o6t ¢ntey 1nto the SITVR
v the world cealizes the full sigpt

i “
i’:’c‘:li. 1 doubt whethes even nov
of the step Amenca has raken 1 do not us Janguage of
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exaggeration when I say 1t 15 one of the most disinterested acts s hustory”
The Alltes were yubilant, but 1t was a gnm Amenca which now bent
1ts energles to carrymg out the necessary job on which 1t had started
The flood, of propaganda addressed to emotion and sentimentalism
were opened wide Every string was played upon—Lafayette and the
France of '76, hatred of the “Hun’, the union once more of the “Eng
hish speaking peoples”, all that those who lived 1n those days recall so
well But we were uneasy The nation whose flag flew from Parhament
Buildings was not an independent English colony grown up We had
not been the worlds “melting pot’ for naught, nor lved for three cen
turies on the frontier of a “New World” Once the die nas cast, the
foreign race groups sank therr personal feehng for their native country
m an honest patriotism toward their new land but much of the shushy
propaganda addressed to some could only make others question or be sad
Not to mention those of foreign patentage, over 13,000,000 of our people
were foreign born themselves—1,500,000 from Southern Europe, 1 800
oo from Fastern, 4,250,000 from Northwestern, including the Germany-
sympathizing Scandinavians, and 4,200,000 from Central Europe Of
our male ainizens over twenty-one years of age, over 1,250 ooo had been
bom m Germany and the Austro-Hungarian Empires, and they now
saw the day when they would have to fight agamst their own kin
Even to many not thus mfluenced by brth or descent, the war cime
as a great calamity—not because 1t was war, but because 1t entangled us
once more with Europe Just a century earher, at the end of the War of
1812, we had turned our faces resolutely westward We had tned tl;
build a avilization from which the mhented hatreds and quareels o
Europe should be bamshed And now not only had these crossed the
sea to disturb the harmony of our household, but also we were o twm
back on the policy which had become engramed i us and mvolve O!:lal"
selves 1n the Old World system which was none of ours Jt was ot ¢ ¢
we were unsympathetic toward Europe Qur more cultivated mnz;:r
enjoyed her hife and apprecrated her art and letters We had show;lmd
humanitanan wish to be helpful by organizing the Belgian Relre m
contrbuting $35,000,000 toward 1t Before the war, gifts from oulrb ons
mgrant citizens had flowed 1n a steady stream of hundreds of m! ey
annually to help thei relatives in the homelands But for a cen o
h the belief, buttress
every Amencan child had been brought up witl o different
by Washmngton's “Farewell Address,” that we belonged wf the shole
warld and that we must keep ourselves clear as a nationt @ e it
European poltical system of feuds and alliances, and now “,i:gs Tt had
to the hilt The Spamish War had brought na such question




bt et tA:&Eﬂch REVISITS THE OLD WORLD o1
the msmgd(:x;z:;;hn)smg?;’ and everything with the New World or
fact chat he P Of (,:wb ich had become our natvral direction The
wdent, o hyeh mcmi t1ba had been a European State had been mere
Hort 10 our ustary deas noted by us But to make the greatest
Foutnely toyard ghe gld ;0 direct 1t not constructively westward but
< ‘mmﬂty about it ih World, was so unnatural as to leave a feehng
ik it and Do), mmughout the struggle, and a desire to be throngh
ng found o ato our normal way of loolung ar the wor]d”The
metely an *Asgoc pression 1 our never calling ourself ap “Ally,” but
Y 2ated Power,”
mth :eh;rlx;::;:;d:r, we devated ourselves to helping to wim the war
0T 3nd 1)yt thoroughness It 13 impossible to deta) all the eco-
which had nol ar};}measures taken Our War and Navy expendituse,
$7.000,000,00, nmally been about $300,000,000 3 year, rose fo over
Iamm;x; D;"“'“ 1918 and $i11.000,000 000 M 19519 Benween the
325,280 600,000 f 1 and the Arrmstice, about nineteen months, we raised
Dearly 59'5:;0 ooo}; D(ax:il;wn, spent 526 006,000,000, and lem;i:; I;;Lheﬁ
5 e a;_ld d’ o By the five campagos for the sale of “Liberty
ures for ed neary $21,500 000,000 t0 our national debt The
istory “’;’“ pawer were nearly as staggering For the first tume n tut
g CZ,O selrance was placed upon volunteermg the numbers needed
dludeg 3"05‘31, and a unmversal diafc act was passed, which Gnally in
forty men fit for mulitary service between the ages of exghteen and
The v‘}’;‘, the sotal number of men regstermg bemng over 24 234092
the Whole indystnial structure of the nanon was coordmated 10 serve
mm”me Purpose In December 1917, the govesnment ook over the
Mistration of the entire railroad system of the country neatly 400,
%0 miles of track bewg tumned over by prvate owners to the single
Z;"agmem of the “United States Rarlroad Admamstration ” Vanouds
m;; boards, notably that of “War Industries.” undertook and performe:
ifficult tasks of directing the economie Lfe of che niton I everv
pect ;g g single maching for war purposes In May xgx:, Con%rcss
fi‘e the Presdent pracucally the powers of a dictator with regard 1o
‘Pendityres wichtn the limars of the torl approprianons
the crying needs at oux entry

i ¢iew of the submaryne menace, one of
3o the yoar was for sups The veit \ards themschves had to be built,

BUt wsthun a fow months ships bad begun to shp from the ways, and by
Julv 4 1918, we were able © Isunch one hundred on that single day

& submarnes could nor sioh them as fast as that The number of men
also required accommedations for wh

Mobalized in the army., 4 355 ©2°
%as the e:‘:‘nue\::g i,f‘:,}pz,,ulauon atmost dauble that of the »
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Chicago With our small permanent standing army, the problem of
officering and training these sudden milhons drawn from cwil hie was
also a senous one Of the 200,000 commussioned officers we had 1n the
war, only 5791 had recerved traming at West Pomt. By July 1918, over
1,000,000 soldiers had reached the shores of France and troops began to
pass to the Old World at the rate of a half milhon a month Bv November
we had 2,000,000 1n France, of whom over 1,100,000 had been tr2ns
ported by the British Navy, which only four generations before had been
transporting troops westward to crush the rebellious colonses The
erghteenth-century debt to France was paid The whole Amencan pop-
ulation which she had helped to free 1n 1778 was less than the number
of Americans now m the army to defend her borders
Suddenly the end came The German morale crumbled, the German
army sued for peace The adventure was over, and the Centeal Empres
had Jost The situation belund the German lines had long been growing
desperate, more than fesh and blood could stand Owing to the ame
necessanly requured for the raising, equipping, traming, and transporting
of an army of mllions over the longest lines of communication EvEr
attempted on a great scale 1n the hustory of war, our toops had wlen
part 1n actual fightmg on the front to only a modest extent before the
guns stopped on that memorable eleventh of November Where they
did have their chance, howeser,—at Chiteau Thierry, n the Argonnty
at the Samt Mihiel sabent, and elsewhere,~they gave excellent accontt
of themselves We had made a tremendous effort, and comng 10 ihe
war with fresh and enormous resources at  tume when 1t had 'DSCOEY:’ 2
stalemate between the evenly balanced contestants, e wer ableto brirg
victory to the side to which we threw our added weight e
On'the other hand, 1t 15 well to bear m mind that our losses ;:o-
comparatively tnfling, whether we contrast them wnth those of lbeﬁ u\x\
Pean nations or even with ous own in our Crval War Econome® y'\as
the latter, half of our country had been left rumed and prowrste: & 12
a large part of Europe 1n the Great War, whereas the years 19”‘_ :3;;
brought us temporanly great profits In the Cruil Wer, “‘[‘f" :uam:ef
population was about 35,000,000, %e lost by death bot! i:'on i
nearly 605,000, whereas 1n the World War, when oar PPPSEG C
T1seN 10 OVEr 100,000,000, we lost only about 126 coo men "
Rumamd 335
contrast this figure with the followmg Tarkey, 325:0°° 1290009
oo, Italy, 650 c00, British Empire, go8,000, ’\“‘""H""ga? )
Fr:\ﬂce. 1,363,000, Germanv, X,773,0°°! Russia 7% >
casualties, including v cunded who recovered, w
our 4,355,000 men under arms, while, without COUT
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Ey
gmu;?f:::f;‘ exd 5690'000 deadand oser 21 1900 000 wounded out of the
e war ha:; e;; 2900 009 men who had been molnlized over there
Rty of 1he ;lmxb“’“ght about 2 vast alteration 1 the centre of
Pevsien of g, 2otical and economic world Through neither fault nor
with aur manm Own, we had emerged on the far ade of Armageddon
Sower of almy Pover scyrcely touched, while Death had harvested the
Natigng} wed(:}s,t;n fntie generaton m Eutope Tahen as a whole, our
eted econom, ;;d #icreased, whereas nation after nation abroad suf
yond rhe tc collapse, even France never vet having been able 10 pass
ostnn o xzp'gdmnon of four Kfths of her currency value From the
tome the 2 €e5tor mation to the extent of several bilhions we had he
almost uwgreareq <reditor the world had ever seen having bought back
st eatice wdebtedness to Eusope, and come to hold her oble
5 11 turn for over S10 000 000 oo There were other sides to the
\}:: c::’;) which e shall note presently, but the waves of Fate had borne
® position Unhappily they had not been the waves of genetal

k
: :‘!ﬁ' 22d honest industry throughout the world but waves of blood
et TR A, ur i aneluded was

trusts, drdikes, and fears
Parts Amenica was at the

(8N

Ponacle Apparentdy, of her power and mfuence Wikon who had
f;"“’bﬁps untwisely determined to head the Amencan delegation wn pesson
o Feceived with 4 defsnous acclam from the ordinary people of the
Alied natygns such a» had pever been accorded a leader before The
American dream, however much Eurgpean statesmen or the nch and
P0” of Gue 6l Federaluet phease at home might scofl at t, had been not
%ty 3 dre gy gor a Jarge part of the European masses, but one realized
7 %01ts and brothers who bad emgrated to the New Warld The Jofty
Reafigry of Wilson s varrous statements as to war a1ms and the nature of
# peace which should wher 1 a happrer era and i possible banish
*a, hiad seemed to make the dream hiner aver Eutope as well as Amer
h Nenes

¥2 The psychrlogscal here was 1 e "
bag been strung, to the hlea{ms punt by fous years of the intensest
upon fo bear With

$13n that cyvilized mankind had ever been called
V= ~eed possible,
Jerusalern
SNEPDPIY there Wad vation thap
that Wllsonyhaﬂ gone to Paug with the sume hopes i kus breast that
d stirted Lincoln as he had pendered how ta reanite the Unson with
he.lhng and permanence YWilson with too bttle appreciation of the sge-
lang complexity of the European yolitical patterns had hoped for a Juse
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and a fair peace which should remedy old abuses and by the establish
ment of the League of Nanons as an integral part of 1t, should provide 2
new organuzation of humamity which might usher m a long reygn of
peace and cooperation among all the nations of the world We had
solemnly notified the world beforehand, a pledge that we Lept to the
fetter, that we would ask nothing for ourselves, exther lands or mdem
mges, and with the aid of this dismterestedness Wilson hoped to plead
for the new world order 1t was a noble dream and 1t was dismterested
for, the enemy crushed, we mght have made our separate peace while
the Allies made thews and have gone our way Wikson elected instead to
113 t0 use bus immense prestige for the purpose of secuning fair pay fot
all nations enemy and friend alike, and to use the desire of the common
men w all of them for a better order to establish m Europe and the
world at large the b 2 of some such as mght permst
of the nations ving together with the same harmony as did the Amer
1can States
We have seen what had happened to Lincoln s dreams for our own
war tom land 1n 1865 Possibly even had he lwed, the pohnclans of s
pacty, bent on hates and spouls, mght have been too much for hus Iofnet
vision Less happy than Lancoln, Wilson had to meet the avengers face
to face The very Place chosen for the Conference Pans was the centre
of the most virulent hatred then n Europe, and the choosing of 1t was
n uself a gesture of the prde of trsumph and resenge rather than of
genuine effort toward lasting peace, The stary of the Conference bas
often been told and 15 steadily being pieced together more and more
coherently by the publication of the memonrs of those who shared 1 1
America had looked 1mto the crater of Europe at war now, as 1w
before she fooked into the European system of diplomacy She d'smmzd
the secret treages, dividing sporls of war to the victors entesed o 156
mdst of the struggle which she had been told was solely for selfdefemse
and the freedom of fiee peoples Wilson himself had done pntold hzm;
in fanming the flymes of ratiglsm 2nd natonahsm by s dmmti
“self-determmanion, 1y the atmosphere of Realpolstsk at the Ccn(e\;’; .
the race became more and more one for sporls, revenge, et e of
R}rongs \;/‘ere nghied and many more were created The Leagu
at0ns, however, vas saved e
But there was qlso the psychology of Amenca to be tmlﬂﬂsﬁ,;:,s”a
While Wilson nas negotiating with the foreygn statesmen ml ot
steady stream of Amencan soldsers was passing sestward 1ck h: farms
wa, These boys and men from the mountains of Teﬂ"“scfflmm the
of Jowa or Dakota the orange groves of Flonda of Califo
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nlly
fb!oii agx:n:ﬂ x‘uiz‘es from the Atlantic to the Pacific, who had been swept
whete frun Ih“:f :‘Zc}ur: and carnied overseas aganst an enemy any
which many of them T utl dlmsand smiles from their homes, 1n a quarrel
bad done theyr job B Ny B hardly sense as being m any way therr onn,
what 1t was 4t abou:l” ey had been ht'slmesmk, more or less vague as to
emoctacy"~and to :ﬂwp‘; that the “world was to be made safe for
mson of sherr aflies lmtn 51d¢ralﬂc extent had ganed an unplessant
garding them The hn:;'“ of a better understanding and sympathy
FanXly confes fcdryb ad seen France at her worst, and 1t may as well
FLafayesse, o), did at great pumbers of them discovexed that, m spite
40 meany al’l ﬂfy not ke the French when they met them It was by
mads the mnd.\i;:mh}:’ f the French Many unavoidable errcumstances
should be mage ns the worst possible under which the two nations
wko feft Frap, ta apprecuase each other, 2nd a good many of ous men
agam, a ;::zx?lg’ vawing that they would never set foot un her
once more e later began to think they would rather Iihe to see
Amel;::gw:hefﬂx manths that the negotiations at Parls dragged along,
the “Greay Asd 25t tuming away from Europe The war has been called
Terely 3 venture ” It never was that For most of our rmllions it was
telangy pxe;e of work enticely out of oug line which seemed to beat no
love For to the normal cotree of our national Life We had no porticalas
o ut allies and no hatred of the Gesman people. In facs, of cus
m{: :b: swere quartered ya Germany after the Armstice many much
tnen € dx‘ ¢ Germaps to the French As far a» we could see, a group of
ths hn ¢ Central Empires, the Kawser and a few athers, had brought
d hm"’ to pass, had attached our shups and halled our citzzens wntl we
and I:d t0 g0 01 erseas and help destray the gang That had been dune,
2 the sshole affair had been mose or less unreal from the start Forced
cgamst our wall to break our national policy and way of thyinking for a
l""”l’)’. and to meddle 1o Europe, the feching grew that we wanted to
orget the whole affair It was notable that the men wha bad been *across”
would nat tall. about 3 when they came ack. They wanted to forget,
nd the casest way o forget was oot 1o 1alk even about Europe Qur
Cuntous atesude towasd the wac and our quick revulsion from it were
exenplificd un the fact that o military Jesder became a political poss
ity for any office of the shghtest wnportante The Revolunon had
&wven us Washington for President; the War of 1812, Jackson, the Mex
“an War, Taylor, the Crvil Wat, Grant, and the Spamish War, Rooses elt.
hardly even a jamror’s job for an ex

After the World War, there was
neral We wanted, almost 1n 2 panic, to get back to our problems, our
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familiar ways of ife and famuliar way of Jookng st Amenca as having
her own future 1n the New World and to the West, as independent of
Europe altogether

Moreover, statistics when used nationally can be very msleading and
although 1t was true that the nattonal wealth had been enormously
mcreased and that the country was “prosperous,’ the new wealth was
very unevenly dismbuted Many of the great corporations, which ne
had been trymng to curb when the war interrupted us, seemed farly
bursting w1th assets piled up bv war business, and luxury was rampanty
as always m such a period On the other hand, high prices ad plyed
havoc with people dependent on mvestments of the sort that before the
war had been considered most conservatve, and with those hvng o
salanies Even the wage eamners felt they had not been getting therrshaze
During 1919, over 4,000,000 men wete on stmke at one tme and another
and m view of the colossal earnings of the United States Steel Corpors
tion another effort was made, unsuccessfully, by the men to get rE082!
tron of ther Umon While the owners had been makmg huge ki Xh:
men had genwne gnevances In some cases they would have 10 87
twenty four hours at a time, and the methods used by the managexs::
crush the strike were unjust and un Amenican, including mstauctions
agents to provoke all the racsal hatred possible between difernt g0
of workmen od

Unfortunately thus strike, like many others of that drrbed }%c‘s‘m
was marred by somewhat revolutionary action, and the collapse °‘f eduw a
the fear of Bolshevism, and the growing wiolence of shers the war
veritable panic in the country with regard to “Reds’ Dmﬂ;’g nes 0;
the government propaganda service had fed the people wltd Smmy of
enemy plots among ourselves, some of which were tru€ 20 n:l man?
which were not The Espionage Act of 1917 had been useadl:rfand the
persons unjustly and feeling ran high between their defens I Soctalists
pantcstacken supporters of the government In 1919 sew"’f sed thett
legally elected to the New York State Legistature Wet® e
seats The whole state of mund of the naton sncludn 1, but sended
m 1t which should have Lept therr heads, was dlsgmcef“ ’d what w3
strongly to alienate us from Europe, with 15 Bolshevism g‘;aamﬂ -
considered, somewhat vaguely, s sources o
Communism emouomll}’ up

The sudden end of the war had left us, so £ sny’h wsted. For 00
satisfied, whereas 1t had found Europe emptiondlly x ? feser to build
years we had been devotimg ourselses with the cnerg};;s had shalfully
g up 2 great fighting machine, the propagands °

g many

£ mfecon for
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Blayed on every nerve ta concentrate emotion on fightng and then just
e were ready to leap 1n earnest at the enemes throats 2 hand had
suddenly pulled us back Abnormality was bound to ensue from this
extrordinary situation i mass psychology The mob demanded sacnifi
aal victms and found them n all who differed in any way from the
tonservative and the stereotyped As news came of more and more
fevolutions in different European countries fear of Furopean entangle
ment grevw

Asde from ths psychology of the mass there was the psychology of
polities ¢ be reckoned with The Constitution had provided somewhat
ab guously that the President “shall have power by and with the
advice and consent of the Senate to make treaties provided two thurds
of the Senators present concur ” No one knows just what 1s mtended by
“adnice” but consent 15 obvious and every treaty made by a President
bs had to run the gauntlet of the exceedingly jealous Senators It had
been made clear to Wilson before he went to France that a powelfu;
BToup 1n the Senate would oppose any effort to meorparate 2 League ol
Nations 1n the treaty Roosevelt who had more and more been losing
bis polincal balance since the “Bull Moose” campaign  had come to

te Wilson wath a butterness that blinded hum to any good whatever
from that Democrane source The President quute properly on the adnc;
of hig mulitary advisers had declmed to allow Roosevelt to msle ;:d
Command troops 1n France as a separate unit whereupon Rooszve (;eme
soeeted that “it was a very exclusve war failing to see that the

r Lodge
o “exclusiveness was on hus own part Jonmg with ‘S)enam g

T wtn R en and
as the two had ht
the Philipp ne »
make Qther §

of yrreconcilables ed to Lodge and a number of

October 25 Roosevelt had telegraph 1
other Senators l}fa! the “Fourteen Ponts” “hlf.h leso& hza:l:'i::‘"::: ,.
n August as essential to a lasting peace were thcwugf Ythe N
3nd Wilson had unwisely countered with the request ;x Lecton o
2 Democratic Congress The elections took place the foll ox\vlnzg ' ¢
the Senate became Republican by a very narmow magey s dbemmlm =
Chairman of the Commuttee on Foreign Relations :dl ”“Rc s f o
the tactical polinical situation was bad He appanted no Rep

L ———

.

Lt
eXonerates New berry and throwsnew 1 turiue
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importance on the Peace Commussion, Henry Whate not bemng in that
category From a party standpownt Above all, the Presdent 1gnored the
Senate by not takng 2 member of that body to Pans vith fum to shate
the negotiations He believed that when the time came he could exet
enough pressure either on the Senate directly or through the force of
aroused public opnion to carry hus treaty through

f¢ was signed 1n Panss on June 38, 1919, and on July to Wilson who
had sailed drately for America, p 3 1t to the Senate for sanf
cation Month after month the treaty was discussed 1 Comuttee and 1
the Senate The reservations proposed were upaceeptable o Wikon
though they would probably have been accepted by the other powers 3
Europe In early September the President started on hus tmp through the
West to arouse the country Makung htde smpresson 2t frst be wis
gamng ground when he suffered a stroke, and for months was meapsd
tated for public business “The country was lefe withous 8 head, andthe
Senate, sixteen months after the Armistice, finally regected the 2eaty in
July 1921 a simple resolution was passed ta the effect that “the state @
war declared to exist between the Impenal German Govesnment %
the Unired States of Amenca by the jomt vesolumon of Congress
approved Apnl 6, 1917, 15 hereby declared at an end " The previews
November the Republicans with Harding for Presidents had come “‘]“D
power with the astounding plurality of 7,000,000 v0te5, and thus 150 _;
tion was therr method of ending the greatest waf M Tustory Id‘“ :
Iike heanng the squeal. of a trmid feld mouse aftec the thundet &:
battle had rolled away Faced by the responsibilities of a morol Jeadersh?
;)“ ;fled warld such as had never before come o any RIHT Amencs

ached out of the room fughtened and stammernng

The story of our Preser;gt decade st be but buefly sheeched I;.::l\gf:
be deseribed sucaincrly by saymng that Harding had t¢ N ¢ dgme
Coolidge had quetly to liquidate the scandals of the Harding * F’“ A
and Hoover 13 now watching the higudauon of the “Coolidze Plxx:;? we

The official end of the war was hardly notced For man} mont -
had been 10 the mmdst of the mevstable post war deflation %, ol
ending of sctual hosuhtres had left ws with huge i esIon S0y
and after a year or so the crash had cccarred This wes quite " newed
with the precedents of economie history, a5 would 8% b gu!: a7
prospenty with a genue pamic of unususl proportian® due &
origa8

For a while, duning the war,
under forced draft, and the Peolubition an
ments, after they had been ratfied by the n

d bogh
fad been 130
Amencen lje\az’l::m?s Guffrace AT
o

ccessary PP of Stue
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{3;&1“31":15- \;;ereh d:clared patts of the Constitution m 1919 and 1920
mmrpo;amym ot ) ad long been before the public as 1ssues, but therr
the tme. sl m th e Constitution was due to the general psychology of
20t bee : ough the second of the Amendments would probably have
dxﬁ'zcuhn ong m corung With regard to the moral, legal, and other
e tes 11to which Probubition has plunged us, 1t may be noted that
1 Symptomatic of the breakdown of genwine party government not
x{’;” with us but everywhere that neither party has yet dared to tahe a
b g [:xand on what 15 unquestionably the most discussed 1ssue of the
rgely owing to the change 1n our conception of government,
according to which a representative has ceased to be expected to use his
%0 Mind and has become a mere mouthprece to express the surmsed
ofmxons of a majonty of hus constituents, the parties hay e come to dodge
the reaf issues which may be counted on to divide public opnion, mstead
of setling for them
Senator Harding was a colorless candidate for the Presidency when
but fornard 1n 1920, wath Calvin Coolidge as hus runng mate for
Vice President Although put mto the race by Lodge and the Old Guard,
he tmed 1o straddle on the questions of the treaty, the League of Nauons,
and others baving 10 do with our participation m world affairs Avoxdmg
1Y positive stand, he urged a return to what he termed “normaley
Bewldereq by her new position i the world, panxcky over the “Reds,”
caught 1n the mudst of the deflation crash about the only decision that
“ould be traced 1n Amenca's voting was that she wanted to play safe
and sit nght Soon prospenty, which 15 considered “normal” with us, did
YEtUTn, as might hav e been expected
e Amenca of the begmmng of the last decade was a very different
one from that which entered the war Thedealsm that had been rapidly
mahing progress i accomphishment under Rooseselt and under ‘Vll{on
0 his firsy term had Jargely disappeared A certan rechiessness had taben
itsplace Although Iynching tended happly to decrease, in other respects,
cnmes of violence hecame more and more :or:(;sm!_}hsel’::‘rg;:“g:sb:’:‘s‘:ﬁ
 pert
Tmpant, as always i war and poSt;::d 5; e 1n 63,000,690 persons
securnes Mulntudes of these became
ock markets and quotations for the
Brst time, and 1t 15 not unlikely that this fact accounted 1 part for the

ed stoch markets of
subse ad parpcapations 1 the excite
‘quent widespread P: e e when mohes sl o

¥ £
::r; ‘:‘:32‘9"::;:::;@%:! name bilhonasres stead of mere mult
millionaires Before the decade was over, Henry Ford v ae on Bavn tha

aving become the owners of
famultar with the machunery of st
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opportumty of dechning to accept a check for $1 000 000 coo for his
interest m hus motor-car company
Meanwhile he more than any other man had mtroduced the theory
and practice of mass production and the high wage scale to mncrease the
consuming power of the masses and thus the market for mass produced
goods To be profitable such a system called for standardized products
and ever-enlarging demand Various forced drafts—higher wage scales,
advertsing of utherto undreamed-of proportions high powered sales
manship” and the partial payment plan—were all applied to the public
mn the effort to get them to buy more and more of the mass produced
goods of factorses that had been geared to war production Both the war
and mass prod after 1t had dislocated the old economue relatonsof
classes Prices had nsen rapidly upsetting the famly budgets of alf of us
Partly to protect the high wage scale of Jabor partly because of our new
distrust of ahien races partly because of the millions who wished 1o
emigrate from a war desolated Europe to Amenca we had heavily 12
stricted immigration The task was beyond us to remam the asylum for
all manhind The nise in wages and the disinchnation to enter domestic
service made a revolution m the homes of the ordwmary people-profes
stonal and other—of moderate means To a considerable extent the : Wﬂ‘;
ceased to function m the old way Many women found the wmdml!1
tasks of wife mother cook and housemad too many for them 27 l:):
dnft mto small labor-saving apartments became general whea pcdss . c-
The demand for more money to meet the mereasing cost and & ‘::m
mng scale of living became mcessant Hard work and thaft did not se .
to solve the problem as well as lucky speculation The old de:{ ;s "
control the great corporations n the mterests of the Amercan e
became changed into a desire to see therr stacks go up so that ¥
mahe market profits and pay our bills he Induns
Perhaps the most stking change was mn the positton of the for s
which we mention rather for 1ts own mtnnsic wterest 'banar Orer
national importance Ten thousand of them had served l;l ‘he”:g to the
a third of the total 244 coo were Amencan aitizens and o held for
discovery of gas and o1l on the lands assigned to them and nrun}’ 1 1923
them the value of theyr property 1n land alone was CS";“ :'l farm On¢
to be over $1 000 0oo coo Tharty seven thousand of ¢ tnh $38000
million acres of land and anather 47 coo 12 s¢ Ine smdlh““’b“n greatel
ovo Perhaps no other change 1n our amazing country 535 mmediatels
than that 1n the situation of s orginal owners In the ,emannually for
preceding 1921 they were spending about $2 500000
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bomes, barns, and modern farm implements, even after they had been
defrauded of tens of rmillions

The general restlessness of the age was best expressed 1n the unwversal
estre for & motor car, and 1n Califorma, at least, the am of one to 2
funly on the average had been achieved Amenca was on the move
Outan the ofd Santa Fé Trai), Vachel Lindsay saw st all pass by

Carsina plam realistic row
And fair dreams fade
When the raw horns blow

On each snapping pennant
Abigblack name —
The careenng aty
‘Whence each car came
They tour from Memphus, Atlanta Sa1 annah,
Tallahassee and Texarkana
They tour from St Lows, Columbus Mamistec,
They tour from Peorna, Davenport, Kankakee
Cars from Concord, Niagara, Boston,
Cars from Topeka, Erpona, and Austn
Cars from Chucago, Hannubal, Cao
Cars from Alton, Oswegos Toledo
Cars from Buffalo, Kokomo Delpht,
Cars from Lods, Carmy, Loamt .
Ho for Kansas, land that estores ,
Wh:: llz\:\?sess::hoke us, and great books bare us
While ] watch the highroad
And look at the sky,
While L watch the cloads m am
Roll their legions without rain
Over the blisterng Kansas plan—
While 1 it by the mileston®
And watch the sky,
“The Unted States
Goesby*
In the government of H.
Which one member of b5
also sttung, would larer be con

. ta
From Vachel Lndsav's T8¢ 547
millan Company, Publisb®™

szing grandeur

1s prled up for
Le bus weah, scandals p

ardind “t:.‘incbmh two future Presidents were
Cabm;:mn!d (o State's prison and a hine of

£ Trasl,” by permission of the Mac
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$100 000 But no one cared We wanted “normalcy” and money When
Harding died 1n office, Coolidge succeeded to the Presidency, and the
steady work of paying off the national debt and of manufactunng pros
penty continued We ashed for nothing better than higher and higher
prices in the stock market We initiated conferences for reducing arma-
ments, the last two of which accomphished hittle or nothung Some of the
Great Powers adhered to our sotalled Kellogg Pact ta outlaw war,"
though 1t 15 somew hat difficult to discern just what may have been garied
by that 1dealistic gesture In intemational affases our paruerpation e
mamed much that of the ‘darlimg daughter” who was allowed to g0
swimmmng providing she hung her clothes on a hickory hmb and did
not go near the water ” No influential statesman dared urge our Jonmg
the League with shich we had saddled Europe, and suggestons that
we should adhere to the World Coutt for the settlement of wtematonal
disputes though we had formerly been forward in such moyements fell
on deaf ears Public opimion, at the first real touch of Jntetnational
xesponsibility, appeared to have shut up like a *sensim ¢ plant *the leses
of which close together tightly at the touch of the human hand

We had accepted the great corporations, partly because we nere
making money m the rise in their stocks and partly because ¥e reshzed
that the needs of modern busimess on a world scale somehow called
for their existence Qur mass praduction was tasisung O wworld markes
and our greatest industnes, such as motor-car manufactute and mmu’:g
pictures rested i part on certam essentials which could anly be procu
10 forergn countnies We were trymg to force our goods on €very e
Our great busmess enterprises, such as the International Harseseh
Standard Oil Ford Motor and others, were bulding plants and 1312
ing tens of mithons of dollars i France and England and (;emun;)“"‘
other countues Our banks were opening branches 1n London E;r
Buenos Aires everywhere But we still were trymng 0 lie in the for we
stage of thought and believed we could Ine to ourselves b g’m&m
would To a great extent we had given up counting 00 O w'odcm
missions of many sorts and had come to reafize that “"dﬂ; how
condstions only Federal regulation would serve We sull insist el
ever, upon dividing the world 1nto water tight compartments 1% g:)‘““
every evidence that 1t had become a unified orgamsm 8 “I:i‘j;;‘dmz

depended upon free circulanon with all other parts u“nemm! e

Hoover, who had been considered to be the great en&' ot we e
apphed to the problems of modern business and EVETRNCT Loy
the probitte

acted a tanfl that almost staggered ourselves with

SISt¢
to which duties Were raised, in spite of the fact that 8¢ w



AMERICA REVISITS THE OLD WORLD 313

eollection from other nations of osex $11,000,000,000 1n Joans even the
lﬂ:’{s! onwhich couldonly be pard by selling goods to us
N e battle cies of Roosevelt and Wilson m the struggle to vealize
C: Amencan dream had been changed mto the small town Chamber of
h nerce shouts for “Coolidge prosperity ” We wete told by out Jeaders
atanew era bad dawned 1n which we were foreves o lift ourselves by
our onn bootsteaps and everyone could buy whatever he chose as long
ashis credit held out wich bank or salesman The wild speculation 1n the
;ioc]( market, which sucked 1 not only the old sem: gambling elements
u stenographers elevator bays, batbers, every type of individual,-even
Etherto cautious men and women who were begmning  be unable to
ke both ends et under the msistent demands of our Ingh standard
tFining, " rose to more and more Fantastic hexghts When sane voiees

Were raised m protest, the President or his Secretary of the Treasury
v W Tha lateer,
M

dred
ymed.

m
Penate shrewdness When Coohdge, at the end of tus ssolid sy de
CSined to run again, Hoover was elected on his promises of 2 sull greater
Prospenty’ which was to be put on 2 saentific basis and to Jast forever
Pme“}’ Was to be abolished, and we were to Yyve 30 27 ECONOMIC paracise
Ja spe of religious and other 1ssues imected into the whsperng
Lampasgn agamnst hs opponent “Al” Smith —an able executive but s;)]n
“ an smumigrant, a “Wet ” and 2 Roman Cathohie,~the real wsue was : e
®ntmuance of the wild speculation and of that busimess p(os?e:: ZE
‘:”s" i fact bad begun to crack before Hoover v:as elected, 1 spu
the demzals of the ughest officials i the governmen
t length afterg st months more, the \mewtable crash which had
1 ~ v crorppled against

the Iind The situanion was not merely Atlna >
We had hung our clothes on the Tuckory humb, but 1t bad L:::?:::h::l
00d We had tried not to go near the WIEH and shc ::;:: d mshed
et s st g ot old 0 0 W o
s t destruction

Se\:':vmblf:hei !Qhu;agr ]: in a man after amputanon of bath hus legs
T weakness we A tor months m print by the a!.ﬂeit ‘bavkers 1n

by carrying stocks on margin .
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It 15 as incredible that the two Presidents and the Secretary of the
Treasury did not know the situation as 1t 15 that they should have
deliberately decerved the people Both horns of the dilemma are equally
serous for them 2s leaders of a great nation In no case could the nanen
or whatever party might have been i power have avorded the mentable
but the country need not have been advised to crowd on every rag of
extra sl as 1t headed 1nto the hurricane We had got tired of deabsm
and had been urged to place our destimes mn the hands of the safe
realists hard headed business men who would stand no nonsense about

moral 1ssues  of which we were told we had had enough and who
would be practical Qur most 33 ful f

Mr Ford announced in his new book 1 1930 that “we now know that
anything which 1s economically night 1s also morally nght There cn bT
no conflict between good economcs and good morals  As the successful
bustness man would consider hrmself the best nterpreter of good ece-
nomics he thus set humself up as the best judge of national morals ng
ago we noted the beginning of the confusion n the Amencan m;zﬂ
between busmess and virtue That confusion by 1930 had gone "
ciecle By then it had become complete If what was econonucally ng :
was also morally right we could surrender our souls to professors of
economics and captains of indus “

But having surrendered xdeatllzm for the sake of prospenty the 1;”‘;
tical men  bankrupted us on both of them We had forgotten (hm;g 1;
post war leader dared to rermind us of the fact that 1t 1s impracac® fu:m
only practical  Without a wision the people pensh The wastc © i
1s always spiitual as well as materral and postwar decades & out
penods n which the fires of noble aims fircker but feebly By ;093"'" hat
post war decade and our post war prospenty were over Let &5 h::e <hall
our post war matertalism may also pass We hate yot 1o 56¢ W
come but the task clearly hes before us to

Rebuild 1n beauty on the bumt out coals,
Not to the heart s destce but the souls
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I‘:E v now traced g very meagre outlne but Jet us hope with 2
by sonable emphasis an essentials for our purpose the course of our

01y from thag dateless peniod when savages roamed over our continent
OTIng from we know not where We reached time and dates with the
Tecords of the nich but cruel analizasion of Mexico and Central Amenca
We hase seen the suzpnise with which the first white men were greeted

ben they Tanded on aur sslands snd coasts comung thereafter with
o Wak e oo the stnvings

MCTeanng from amme <1 1 _
a cen the nse
okt Virginia to
2 People of 120 606,000 made up of all the races of the world Beginning
with
afey

25 ac
3t otr enemies across the sea only mune generations later A continent

Which scarce sufficed to mawtam a half million satages now supports
Deatly two hundred and ity times that number of as actne and mn
Ustrious people as there are m the world The huge and empty land
has been filled wth homes roads rahways schools colleges, hospitals
and all the comforts of the most advanced materal avilizaton The
mere physical tasks have been stupendous and unparalleled Supphied at
each important stage of advance with new implements of science v *
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hastened our pace, lured by such rewards for haste and industry as were
never offered to man before, heyed to activity by a chmate that makes
expenditure of nervous energy almost a bodily necessity, we threw our
selves into the task of physical domination of our environment with an
abandonment that perforce led us to discard much that we had started to
buld up mn our earliest days

Even so, the frontier was always retreating before us and sending its
mfluence back among us 1 refluent waves until almost yesterday In
the erghteenth century we had an established civilization, wath stabity
of matenal and spintual values Then we began our scramble for the
untold wealth which lay at the foot of the rambow As we have gone
ever westward, stabihity gave place to the constant flux m which we have
lived since Recently a distinguished Enghsh man of Jettess complamed
to me at dmner that we made too much of the fronter 2s an excuse for
everything It 15 not an excuse, but 1t 15 assuredly an explanation We
Tet ousselves be too much deflected by it from the bullding of the
cvilizatton of which our forefathers laid the foundations, and the frontee
has stretched from our doors until almost yesterday When my great
grandmother, an old Jady with whom I frequently talked asa young man
was bom, the Unuted States extended only to the Mississippy, withost
including even Florda and the Gulf Coast Both my grandfathers “::
children when Thomas Jefferson, who camred our Bounds out to ;
Rockies, died When my father was a baby, the entire country south o
Ollahoma and from the Rockues westward was sull Spanish temm;xy
When 1 was born, the Sioux and the Nez Perces were sull on [th e
warpath 1 was five when the Southwest was first spanned by the Sou 3
em Pacific, and tivelve when the frontier was offcully declired dos;_,d

While thus occupied with matenal conguest and upbuildimg f“e he
not wholly lose the vision of something nobler If we hastened af ;:rd "
pot of gold, we also saw the rambow stself, and Felt that 1t prom beent
of old, a hope for mankind In the realm of thought we fr‘i‘e hit
practical and adapuve rather than ongmal and theorencal ]a ;2‘:{?0115
may be noted that to-day we stand preemment i astronomy “1 d sshich
we have conferred discoverses of mestimable value on the “ars such 8
we have also led along the road of many humamitarian reform o ahe
the treatment of debtors and the nsane Unul the reacn":d for the
World War, we had struggled for a juster law of nations 2
extension of arbitration as a substitute for war i mter
1F 1 arts and letters we have produced no men who m2 body of work
rank with the masters of all ume, we hate produced 1 ks high by
without which the world would be poorer and which 2
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l‘:::‘:m}!(a;ye world standards In hrerature and the drama, to-day, there
the mtazlgtblemg ;fune beteer anywhere than m the Uned States In
Show 1 the ra:seta :nl:lf; character, there 1s no other country that can
Washingion I meolnty Of more two men of greater nobiity than
lﬁf:;;::;:;k m:lc)}'lof these things arc not new and if they were all
only 2 piace £ ) Amenca had had to mahe, she would have meant
the human OF more peaple, a spawning ground for more mllions of
wherg, 1 SPectes In many respects, as I have not hesitated to say else-
o t:.h <re are other Jands 1 which life 15 easier more stmulatng
anming than m raw Amenca for Amenca s stll raw, and un
Ewmnly 50 The bach it of the g mullons the
tered roadsides, the use of our most beautiful scenery for the adverns
21 of products which should be Boycotted for that very reason, are but
:{gpmms of our shipping down from avilized standards of fe, as are
y our lawlessness and corruption with the cynucal disregard of them
7 the public Many of these matters I have discussed elsewhere, and
235 agan Some are also E pean problems as welf as A Some
28 urban, withoyy regard to internanona) boundanes. The mob men
talty of the @ty crowd everywhere 1s coming fo be one of the menaces
fo modern cwvilization. The 1deal of democracy and the reality of the
“awd are the two sides of the shield of modern government “I think
Our pavemnments will Temain virtaous as long as they are chuefly
2gncultural, and this wall be 25 Jong as there shall be vacant lands in any
Part of Amenca When they get piled upon ene another m large aities, as
n Eurgpe, they will become corrupt as in Europe ” wrote Jefferson 1n
the days of the Bouzbons
If, a5 [ have said the things already listed were all we had had to
“onttibute, Amenca would haye made no disinctine and umque gift to
Mankind Bug there has been also the Amencon dream, that dream of a
laod 1n which Life should be better and rcher and fuller for every man,
with opportumty for each according to Ius ability or aclievement Itisa
fficult dream for the European upper classes to interpret adequately,

nd too many of us ourselves have grown weary an:! n:xsmmful of 1t Tt
M. - oo [ ,
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everyone of every sort looks you nght m the eye, without a thought of
mequality ” Some time ago a foreigher who used to do some work for
me, and who had picked up a very fair education, used occasionally to
sit and chat with me 1n my study after he had finished his work One day
he said that such a relationship was the great difference between Amer
1ca and hus homeland There, he said, I would do my work and mught
get a pleasant word, but I could never sit and talk Like this There1sa
difference there between social grades which cannot be got over 1would
not talk to you there as man to man, but as my employer ”

No, the Amencan dream that has tured tens of milkions of all natons
to our shores m the past century has not been a dream of merely matenal
plenty, though that has doubtless counted heawily It has been much
more than that It has been a dream of bemng able to grow to fullest
development as man and woman, unhampered by the barrters which had
slowly been erected m older civalizations, unrepressed by social orders
which had developed for the benefit of classes rather than for the smple
human being of any and every class And that dream has been realized
more fully 1n actual Ife here than anywhere else though very umper
fectly even among ourselves

It has been a great epic and a great dreais What now, of the futue?

From the material standpornt, 1t 15 probable that the extreme depres-
ston will pass 1 a year or two barnng socal and politacal overturn 1
some countmies, which might delay recovery 1am not here concemed
with the longer economic problems raised by the relations of world
distibution and consumption under mass productton The problems
fundamental and of extreme seriousness, have been amply dscussed
elsewhere and by those more competent But whether, m the next deczdi{
we shall have agam to face a furous economic pace or whether we Sh;
be confronted by a marked slowng down of our economic macfune t2é
chuef factor m how we shall meet exther situation s that of the Ameﬂu’:
mind One of the interesting questions with regard to that1s whetber ou
long subjection to the frontier and other Amencan fluences 1;)35 e
duced a new type or merely a transient change Can we hold 0 ,[e gnﬂ
and escape from the bad? Are the dream and the idealism of the ;v gm
and the New Land mextnicably mvolved with the ugly scars Wh’Cn et
also been left on us by our three centunes of explontation and eond
of the continent? obtamed

We have already tned to show how some of the scars were e

how it was that we came to insist upon business and money,l::}. on the
matenal 1mprovement as good in themselves how tbf}'!}unhng opti
aspects of moral virtues how we came to consider an un:
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mism essential
ofany sxmaa:n}:;“:v‘l'x‘;ec}x:fusefd ‘O‘;Wk on the seamy and sorbd reahoes
a5 obstructive and dan, ‘:eo 0‘“} oussees, haw we egarded enury
came to think ma gerous for our mew communipes, how swe
© saccess, o nners undemocrate, and a cultvated mund a hindrance
matenal d;velso‘g; of weffcient effemnacy, how swze and sstsocs of
and spintual v:;u::“}::l;\:(::e moge I:mpomm 1n our eves than guality
ame 1o lose sight o’f i e e;er—s 1fting advance of the frontier we
Tve, 10 the straggle to ¢ past 1 hopes for the future, how we forgot to
me uuhmgle to ‘make a lwing”, how our education tended to
ma;;ie . Q'da)'“errleo(; ;l:é;zsé and how otber unfortunate trats only t00
dungy icg ‘\{;, have been absosbed 1n our tasks, the world has also been
salesnah () fi\mencans are ot alone 1n having to search for 2 new
forus On 3}5:5 or values, but for several reasons the task 1s more essental
constang adt € one hand, our transplantation to the New Werld and our
o4 far Kle::el:c:;wi xt]: empty expanse upsettled the old values for us
that thers sro ent than 1n Europe, and, on the other, the mer® fact
£l impacy Exe no old things to be swept away here made us fecl the
when v o of the Industnal Pevolution nd the effect of machimery,
Where the rmed to industnal hife to a far preates extent than 1n Europe,
T I:levoluuon ongnated
valuer ould seems as though the time ha
been le‘:s of prime and presstng wmportance
atis andv;ed and able 10 ygnore 1t Engaged m the work of bwlding
tenalized EVElcpmg the contment values for many sended 10 be 2
Wife and i‘}“ﬂ simplified. When a man staked out 2 clearing, and saw hus
Wese the ]dren wnthout shelter, there was no need to discuss what
chopped ‘:’i‘a values 1n a bumane and satisfying fe ‘The trees had to be
Smphf ¢ Iog hut bult, the stumps burned, and the comn planted,
fong a&m':;n became a habit of mnd and was cxmed snwo out fives
‘-"Ptmndeé ¢ cleaning had become a prosperous Aty But such 2 habit
25 don loes not 1gnore values 1t werely accepts certatn ones unphly,
Iamaslom ‘most charactenisue philosophy, the Pragmatis of Willam
that eh t wll not do to sav that we shall have no & pron standads and
"\mork: proof of the value of a thing or 1dea shall be whether 1t wall
wil What do we mean by 1ts “workmg™?
sﬁml’ﬂ!:"duoe or conduice to some result that stokes Us2s desiable~that s
whl ng that we have alseady set up 11 0UT ‘smunds as something worth
v th? In other wards, a standacd or value?
W‘ e no longer have the fronper to divert us o 0 absorb our
‘e shall steadily become a more densely populated countryn

d come when this quesuon of
for us Yor long we have

Must we not mean that 1
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everyane of every sort looks you nght m the eye, without 2 thought of
mequality ” Some time ago 2 foreigner who used to do some work for
me, and who had piched up a very fair education, used occasionally to
sit and chat with me in my study after he had finished hus work One day
he said that such a relationship was the great difference between Amer
1c2 and s homeland There, he sard, ‘T would do my work and might
get a pleasant word, but I could never sit and talk hike this There 153
difference there between social grades which cannot be got over Iwould
not talk to you there as man to man, but as my employer

No, the American dream that has lured tens of millions of all nations
to our shores mn the past century has not been a dream of merely matenal
plenty, though that has doubtless counted heavily It has been much
more than that It has been a dream of being able to grow to fullest
development as man and woman, unhampered by the bamers whach had
slowly been erected 1n older avilizatons, unrepressed by soctal orders
which had developed for the benefit of classes rather than for the simple
human being of any and every class And that dream has been reahzed
more fully m actual hfe here than anywhere else, though very mWpet
fectly even among ourselves

It has been a great epic and a great dreai What, now, of the future?

From the matenal standpomt, 1t 15 probable that the extreme depres
sion will pass mn a year or two bamng social 2and political ovectum ;{l
some countries, which mught delay recovery I.am not here wncernXd
with the longer economic problems rased by the relations of wor
distbution and consumption under mass production The P’Dblfm‘:]
fundamental and of extreme sepousness, have been amply d‘scusj;e
elsewhere and by those more competent. But whether, m the next dw;‘ :!i
we shall have again to face a furious economc pace ot wbetberl:: s he
be confronted by a marked slowmg down of our economic rnacAm €, o
chief factor m how we shall meet exther situanion 15 that of the e"’om
mind One of the mteresting questions with regard to d’f! ® whe‘l\l:ft“m‘

and escape from the bad? Are the dream and the ideaiisiti ot wlucb have
and the New Land mextricably involved with the ugly m‘sr:l conguest
also been left on us by our three centunes of exploitation &
of the contment? ined
We have already tried to show how some of the sca7s “e:;zll’:x); an
how 1t was that we came to msist upon husiness and m;“eygoak on the
matenal mp as good m th how tumhxﬂk"‘s optt
aspects of moral virtues how we came 10 consider an




EPILOGUR 319

L
of :Ygss:tz:aul;\}::‘ :’V;:e}t‘e[us;d to look on the seamy and sordid realies
% obstructive and dl;n swe found oursclves how we regarded cnticsm
e to think manne; g;mus for our mew commumties how we
o siccess, a s1gn o;xs undemocratic, and a cultsvated mind 2 handrance
matena{ developm mefficient efferunacy, how size and staistics of
and spintusa] val; Cnthmme to be more important 1 our €yes than quality
e to Jose s : es’f ow 1n the ever shifting advance of the frontier we
kve i the u%; " dle,‘p”[ 1 hapes for the future, how we forgot to
e uul; ggle to “make a Living”, how our educanon tended to
notable oq; rian, or aimiless, and bow ofher tmfortunate traits only 100
Wh It 'y were developed
cl:angme “;;i/have been absorbed m aur tasks, the world bas also been
e an b Amerncans are not alone mn having to search o3 3 ne
forus QO a;: s for values, but for several reasons the task 1s more essential
constant ndt e one hand, our transplantatson 10 the New Warld and one
03 far advance aver wts empty expanse unsettled the old vatues for us
that ¢h, greates extent than 1n Lurope, and, on the other, the mere fact
ta cre were 1o old ghungs to be swept away here pade us fool the
iy e:)mpact of the Industrisl Revolution and & elfecs of machmerys
swher, We tumed 10 1ndustral Wfe, to 2 Fox grester e¥ent than n Eusope,
1 e the revofution ongimated
t would seem a5 though the noe had cone when this question of
Z:[uﬂ was of pume and pressing 1mportance for us Fos long we have
en tempted and able to ignore 1t Engage! sn the work of pudding
aities and developmg the continent, values fox many tended to be ma-
tenalized 4nd sumphied When a man staked out a cleanngs and saee hus
wife and chuldren without shelter, there was ©° need 10 d:ﬁs;’lss what
ete the real yahaes mn a humane and setsfno8 1 gzhxfgmi;:n ;’a:::;e
Su‘:‘l’;fg;he I%g hut butlt, the ;mm:; ::?w;:;mtd nto our lives
uen became 2 bt Ovm: rosveraus aity But such 2 kbt
- A

James. Tt vl e suan =

that the ;mifn:ft gf:?;:l:ye':; a ‘(hmg or wdea shall be whether 1t wul

“work” What do we mean by 15 earking’? lust we not mean that it

will produy duce 10 S0 cesult that strkes usas destrable—~thatas,
e or conduce st up n oy minds as something worth

something that we have already
Wt w A or value?

TN emass e



320 EPIC OF AMERICA

social 1deals will have to be such as to give us cmnlized contentment.
To clear the muddie m which our education 15 at present we shall
obviously have to define our values Unless we can agree on what the
values 1n Dife are, we cleatly can have no goal in educanon andf we
have no goal, the discussion of methods 15 merely futlle Once the fron
taer stage 15 passed,~the scquisition of a bare lving and the settng up of
a fair economc base,~the Amencan dream stself gpens all sorts of ques
noms as to values. It 15 easy 10 say a better and ncher bfe for all men but
what s better and what is ncher?

In this recpect, as n many others, the great business leaders are likely
to lead us astray rather than to guide us For example, a5 promulgated by
them, there 15 danger 1n the present popular theory of the highwage
scale The danger hes i the fact that the theory 1s advanced not for
the purpose of creating a better type of man by increasing fus lessure
and the opportunity for makung a wise use of at, but for the sole and
avowed purpose of 1ncrensing his powers as a “consumer ” He s there:
fore, goaded by every pussible method of pressure or cayolery to spend bis
wages in consuming goods He 1s wamed that 1£ he does not copsure {0
the Jumt, mstead of mdulging 0 pleasures which do ot coit mmﬁ%
he may be deprived not only of his hugh wages but of anyatall Hc}, AE
the rest of us thus appears to be getnng nto a treadmull m whe m:
eamns ot that he may enyoy, but that he may spend, mn order that
owners of the factories may grow nicher 4

For example, Ford s fuxzvugnre 15 often referred to s one of the hmiﬂ
obtained ones He pretends to despuse money, and boasts of :hc(e ﬁﬁ
wages he pays and the cheapness of hus cars, yeb exthet bzc:m 00
wages are stll too Jow or the cars too Igh he has sccumulated $1
©00,000 for himself from s plant This would seem {0 m‘nomc
price for society to pay ey en hum for fus services ta e ® Bile the e P
liVCSdof some hundreds of thousands of men and women &€ posd
pendent on hus whim and word e

Just as in education we have got to have some aums bﬂs;j!"" s
before we can reform our system ntelligently or learn 30 W5 2
10 80, 50 with business and the Amencan dream Qut demDC:z oS
attempt to curb, guide, or control the great business mtmﬂ‘“e o
snless we bave clear notions s to the purpose n mind WA .
sa If we 2re to regard man merely as a producer and consuReh oo
more ruthlessly efficient brg business 15, the better Man o
consutmed doubtless make man healthes, happerr and beﬁ ssah
basss of a bugh scale of human values But ik we think of
beng pnmarly, and only incidentally as 2 conswmen
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gﬁffi le:: values are best or most sansfyng for hum as a human
bt s 11 3;1fﬁ‘mpt to regulate bustness for him not as a consumer
oo oon, with many needs and destres with svhuch he bas nothing to
ot !an;“mer Our pomt of view will shuft from efficency and
s uman nature We shall not create @ highwage scale m
o oty Ie recerver will consume mote, but that he may, 1 one way
heh s ,[ ve more abundantly, whether by enjoving those things
v emntel ;ftory produced or those which are not The pomts of view

o ne.y fFerent, socially and economucally
e m‘; e lfmpmtzm respect America has changed fundamentally from
s e;} the frontier The old Iife w25 lonely and bard, but 1t bred 2
i g individuglism The farmer of Jeffersons day was mdependent
ad could bold opimions equally so Stexdily we are tending toward be-
;;ummga nation of employees~whether a man gets five dollarsaday ora
undred thousand a year The “ves-men are s new 10 onr nanonal life
25 10 our vocabulary, but they are real It 15 no longer merelv the laborer
or factory band who 1s dependent on the whin of hus employer, but
men aff the way up the economuc and socal scales In the ante bellum
South the black slave knew better than to express hus views as to the
fights of man To-day the appalling growth of umiformity and trmorous
ness of views s to the perfection of the presept economic sgstern held by
Tost men “comfortably off” as corporation clerks ot offimals 1s not wn
telated 10 the possible loss of a job

Another problem 15 acute for us m the present extreme maladjustment
af the imstellectual worher to the present econoric order Just as the wage
eamer 15 told he must adyust his lesure pursiits to the advantage of

siness 1n hus rale of consumes so there 13 almost 1resistible economie
pressure brought to bear on the mtellectual worker to adjust bus work
10 the needs of business or Mass consurptial 1f wages are to go n
defirutely hugher, owang to mass production possibilities for rasstng them,
then the wtellectual worker or amst wall have to pay the price 1 the
Tugher wages he hymself pays for all secnices and an all the stems of his
expenses such as rent, tm which $ages form a substantial element Hus
Own costs thus msing OWIng X0 he vaing wage scafe, he finds that a
irmted market for hus intellzctual wores no Tonger allows hum to exst n
2 world otherwise Faunded o masrpeaduction profits He cannot for
evey pay nising mass production ¢osts without denving for humself some
form of mass production profit Thus would not be so bad if mass con
sumpeion did not mean 03 he wost part a disunct lowenng 1 the
quahty of hus thought and expression H':r the arust ot intellecrual worker
conld count on a Wde andierce wnsted of a class or group, the effect
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on his own work would be vastly stimulating, but for that the wde
audience must be capable of apprecianng work at its Tughest The theory
of mass production breaks down as yet when apphed to the things of the
spmt Merging of comy m huge cory and the production
of low priced products for markets of tens of milkans of consumers for
one standard brand of beans or cars, may be possible i the sphere of our
matenial needs It cannot be possible, however, 1n the realm of the mnd,
yet the whole tendency at present 15 1n that direction Newspapers ate
merging as if they were factonies, and daily, weekly, and monthly journals
areall becoming as dependent on mass sales as a toothpaste

The result 1s to lower the quality of thought as represented m them
to that of the least common denommnator of the minds of the millions of
consumers

1f the Amencan dream 15 to come true and to abide with us, 1t will,
at bottom, depend on the people themselves If we are to achieve 8
ncher and fuller ife for all, they have got to hnow what such an
achievement ymplies In a modern industral State, an economic base 1
essential for all We pownt wath pnde to our “nationsl meome, but the
nation 1s only an aggregate of mdividual men and women, and when ‘;"'
tum from the sigle figure of total income to the mcomes of ndmiduals,
we find a very marked mjustice m ats distrbution There 15 no Wa;"l"
why wealth, which 1s a socral product, should not be more equitably
controlled and distributed mn the mterests of society But, wnless “::
settle on the values of hfe we are Likely to attack m a wrong durecto
and burn the barn to find our penny i the hay

Above and beyond the mfre egonomlc base, the need for ﬂh:mh!;‘;f
values becomes yet greater If we are entening on a period in W Cr;g o
only m industry but n other departments of life, the mass 15 8o enoy
count for more and the indindual less, and if each and all 2r¢ t:mbl)’
2 richer and fuller Lfe, the level of the mass has got to nsehapp;e‘ 0 of
above what 1t 15 at present It must either nise 10 8 hlgl :a Jship,
communal hfe or drag that e down to s own, m pobtrca of being 2
and in the arts and letters There 1s no use m accusg Ammmml)mm"y
Babbitt Warren ” The top and bottom are spurntually and 10

ik
nearer together in Amenica than m most counties, but lhe':,::)e p};z
of Babbatts everywhere “Main Strect” 15 the Jongest 1 !f;n:enmn thor
enarcles the globe It 15 an Amencan name, but ﬂOt[ o wn of & French
oughfare One can suffocate 1n an Enghsh cathedsa tm‘
provincial city as well as in Zenyth Thatis not the Pr;;‘dc 1 which all 2
The pomt 15 that 1f we are to have a nch and ful 15 to be a realithy
to share and play their parts, if the Amencan dream
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our 1 spritual and imntellectual life must be distinetly higher
than elsewhere, where classes and groups have ther separate nterests,
habus, markets, arts and Lives If the dream 1s not to prove possible of
fulflment we might as well become statk realists, become once more
class.conscious, and struggle as indwviduals or classes agamst one another
If1t1s 10 come true, those on top, financially, intellectually, or otherwise,
bave got 10 devote themselves to the ‘ Great Socety,” and those who are
below 1n the scale have got to strive to nise, not merely economically, but
culturally We cannot become a great democracy by giving ourselves up
as individuals to selfishness physical comfort and cheap amusements
The very foundation of the Amencan dream of a better and ncher hfe
for all 15 that all, 1 varymg degrees shall be capable of wanting to share
m gt It can never be wrought into a reahty by cheap people or by
‘keeping up with the Joneses ” There 15 nothing whatever n a fortune
merely 1 1tself or mn a man merely in humself It all depends on what
15 made of each Lincoln was not great because he was borm 1n a log
cabin but because he got out of 1t—that 15 because he rose above the
poverty ignorance, lack of ambinon shuftlessness of charcter, content
ment with mean things and low aums which kept s0 many thousands in.
the huts where they were born

If we 2re to make the dream come true we must all work together, no
fonger to build bigger, but to build betier There 15 a time for quanuty
and a time for quality There 15 a time when quantity may become a
menace and the law of dimmshing returns begins to operate but not

- - * -

3 country as big as Amenca 1t 15 as mpossible t0 prophesy as 1t 15 10
generahize without being trpped up but it seems to me that there 1s
room for hape as well as rstrust The epic loses all ats glory without the
dream The stanstics of size population and wealth would mean nothing
to meunless I could still believe m the dream

Amenca 15 yet “The Land of Contrasts,” as 1t was called 1n one of the
best boaks wntten about us years age One day a man from Ollahoma
depresses us by yawping about it in such a way as to gne the impression
that there 1s nothing 1n that young State but ol wells and millionarces,
and the next day one gets from the Unnersity there its excellent quarterly
catical list of all the most recent books published ia France, Spam
Germany, and Iuly, with every indication of the beginning of an actine
mtellecntal Lfe and an intelligent play of thought over the ideas of the .

other side of the world
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There 15 no better omen of hope than the sane and sober crticism
of those tendencies 1n our cvilization which call for nigorous examna
tion In that respect we are distinetly passing out of the fronner phase
Our life calls for such exammation, as does that of every nation today,
but because we are concerned wath the evil symptoms 1t would be absurd
to forger the good It would be as uncntical to wite the history of our
past n terms of Morton of Merrymount, Benedict Amold “Bdly the
Kid,” Thaddeus Stevens, Jay Gould, P T Bamnum, Bngham Young
Tom Lawson, and others who tould be gathered together to make an

y jumble of an prehensible national story, 2s 1t would
be to wrte the past wholly 1n terms of John Winthrop, Washmgton,
John Quincy Adams, Jefferson, Lincoln, Emerson, Edison General Gor
gas, and others to afford an equally untrue prcture

The nation to-day 1s no more all made up of Babbitts (though there
are enough of them) than 1t 1s of young poets There 1s 2 healthy
stunng of the deeps, particularly among the younger men and women
who are growing determined that they are not to function solely as
consumers for the benefit of busmess, but mtend to lead sane and
cvilized ves When one thinks of the prostutution of the moving pietxe
industry, which might have developed a great art one can tum fmr]?;
that to the movements everywhere through the country for the sma
theatre and the creation of folk drama, the collecting of our folk Pwai
which was almost unknown to exist a generation ago, and other hope
signs of an awakening culture denving straight and naturally from D}l:'
own soil and past How far the conflicting good can win agmmst l‘;
evil 15 our problem Jt 15 not a cheermng thought to figure the numbﬂ"a
people who are thulled mightly by a closcup kiss on ten ‘h;usam
screens compared wath the number who see a play of O Neills l:; Lt
the other hand, we need not forget that a country that Pwdutde rable
year 1,500 000 Fords which aftec thess short day will Cm:;] 1:35515
numbers add to the Iitter along our country lanes 35 abandone :he Tast
could also produce perhaps the finest example of sculpture mmuhnﬂﬂ
half century We can contrast the sprat manifested m the act': b
of the Rochefeller fortune with the spint now displayed 1o ¥
non et ol

Like the country roads, our whole national hie 18§ od 4l help
with the disorderly remnants of our fronter e‘(pﬂ"e"”'u euther the
should be given to those who are honestly tryng © clean lian rearn
cne ot the other But the frontier also Jeft us ous Amen s
whichis bemg wrought out in many hearts and phfles the

Among the latter I often thinh that the one ¥

uttered Uf

many imstfution
fuch best ¥
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dream 15 the greatest Iibrary 1 this Jand of libratfes, the Library of
Congress I take, for the most part, but Little interest n the great gifts and
Foundations of men who have mcomes they cannot possibly spend, and
mvestments that roll Iike avalanches They merely return, not seldom
unwisely, a part of their wealth to that society without which they could
not have made 1t, and which too often they have plundered in the
making That 15 chiefly evid of malad m our
system A system that steadily mcreases the gulf between the ordinary
man and the supernch, that permuts the resources of society to be
gathered 1nto personal fortunes that afford their owners mitlions of
come a year, with only the chance that here and there a few may be
moved to confer some of thexr surplus upon the public m ways chosen
wholly by themselves, 15 assuredly a wasteful and unjust system It 1s,
perhaps, as intmical as anything could be to the Amencan dream I donot
beludle the generosity or public spunt of certan men It 1s the system
that as yet 15 at fault Nor 15 1t Itkely to be voluntanly altered by those
who benefit most by it No ruling class has ever willingly abdicated
Democracy can never be saved, and would not be worth saving, unless 1t
can savetself

‘The Library of Congress, however, has come strasght from the heart
of democracy, as 1t has been taken to 1t, and I here use 1t as 2 symbol of
what democracy can accomplish on ats own behalf Many have made
gifts to 1t, but 1t was created by ourselves through Congress, which
has steadily and ly shown atself g and und d
toward 1t Founded and built by the people, it 1s for the people Any
one who has used the great collections of Europe, with their restnictions
and red tape and difficulty of access, praises God for Amencan democ-
racy when he enters the stacks of the Library of Congress

But there 1s more to the Library of Congress for the Amencan dream
than merely the wise appropnatron of public money There 1s the public
stself, m two of 1ts aspects The Library of Congress could not hase

become what 1t 15 to-day, with all the generous ard of Congress, without
~ e a2 v o1

el
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readers, old and young, nich and poor, black and whte, the executse
and the laborer, the general and the prvate, the noted scholar and the,
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schoolboy, all reading at their own library provided by therr own democ-
racy It has always seemed to me to be a perfect working out m a concrete
ple of the A d the means provided by the accumulated
resources of the people themselves, a public intelligent encugh to use
them, and men of high distnction, themselves a part of the great
democracy, devoting themselves to the good of the whole, uncloistered
It seems to me that 1t can be only 1n some such way, carned out m all
departments of our natonal life, that the Amencan dream can be
wrought 1nto an abiding reality I have little trust i the wise paternalism
of polincians or the mfimite wisdom of business leaders We can look
neuther to the government nor to the heads of the great corporations to
gwde us mto the paths of a satisfying and humane existence as a great
nation unless we, as multitudinous individuals, develop some greatness i
our own indwidual souls Untl countless men and women have decided
1n their own hearts, through expenence and perhaps disillusion, what1s
a genuinely satisfying life, a “good hfe’ i the old Greek sense, ne need
Took to nerther political nor business leaders Under our polinical system
1t 15 useless, save by the rarest of happy accrdents, to expect 2 politcian
to rise hugher than the source of lus power So long also as we 21¢
ourselves content with a mere extension of the matenal basis of exst
ence, with the multiplying of our matenal possessions, 1t 15 absurd to
think that the men who can utilize that public atttude for the gainmg
of mfnute wealth and power for themselses wall absndon both to bcclvmﬂ
spmtual leaders of a democracy that despises spintual things Just solong
as wealth and power are our sole badges of success, so long vl smbitioes
men str€ toattam them re
The prospect 1s discouraging to-day, but not hopeless As w]']c le;;d
Amenca to-day with Amenca of 1912 1t seems 25 thougH “cd .
shipped a long way backwards But that penod 1s short, after 2 Yanno: .
whole world has been going through the fires of Hell There are
few signs of promuse now 1n the sky, signs that t chiafed 0
are beginning once agan to crave somethung more than 15 ¥0 f—
them n the toils and toys of the mass production 2g¢ They a;:farg her
to realize that, because a man 15 born wath a paricular Lx;:c f:,, on
g 1n vast aggregates of money and power for humself, de may poun
that account be the wisest leader to follow nor the best fue dwropr::n el of
a sane philosophy of hfe We have a long and arduous n: n, but if W€
we are to realize our Amentcan dream 1n the hfe of susr!;; :h‘crmmc 5
fail, there 15 nothing left but the old eternal roun! on man 1075010
the failure of self-government, the Falure of the com™

he peoples themselies
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full stature, the failure of all that the Amenican dream has held of hope
and promise for mankind

That dream was not the product of 2 solitary thinker. It evolved from
the hearts and burdened souls of many millions, who have come to us
from all nations If some of them appear to us to have too great faith, we
know not yet 1o what fasth may attamn, and may hearken to the words of
one of them, Mary Anun, a young immigrant girl who came to us from
Russia, a child out of “the Middle Ages,” as she says, into our twentieth
century. Sitting on the steps of the Boston Public Library, where the
treasures of the whole of human thought had been opened to her, she
wrote, “Ttus 1s ty latest home, and 1t mvites me to a glad new life. The
endless ages have indeed throbbed through my blood, but a new rhythm
dances n my veins My spint 15 not tied to the monumental past, any
more than my feet were bound to my grandfather’s house below the
hill The past was only my cradle, and now 1t cannot hold me, because
1 am grown too g, just as the little house 1 Polotzk, once my home,
has now become a toy of memory, as I move about at will 1n the wide

spa(es cf thus splendid palace, whose shadow covers acres Nof It 1s not I
a, Loedtap seheeBalens popee Amepoa - g

.hex priceless hentage, to the last whte star espied through the telescope,
to the last great thought of the philosopher. Mine 1s the whole majestic
past, and mne 1s the shining futere ”
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